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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, July 28, 1 988. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m.  

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petit ion and it 
conforms with the privileges and practices of the House 
and complies with the Rules. Is  it the will of the H ouse 
to h ave the petit ion read? (Agreed) 

Mr. Clerk, William Remnant: To the Legislature of the 
Province of Manitoba: U nnecessary delays at the Land 
Titles Office are cost ing Manitoba homebuyers money. 
The !' ystem currently i n  place govern ing real estate 
transact ions is both complicated and costly. N inety
e i g h t  percent  of a l l  real  estate t ransact i o n s  are 
conducted through lawyers, result ing i n  higher legal 
fees. We, the u n dersigned, call on the Government to 
make legal counsel available at the Land Titles Office 
to assist the publ ic in  preparing and concluding real 
estate transactions. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Leonard Derkach (Minister of Education): I have 
a M in isterial Statement. 

lt  is my pleasure today to i nform the H ouse of an 
amendment to the regulation governing the remittance 
of education tax collected by municipalities on behalf 
of education authorities. This amendment wil l  ensure 
that education taxes are turned over to education 
authorities on a more t imely basis. 

Under the present system, school d ivisions must 
b o rrow t o  cover operat i n g  costs w h i l e  s o m e  
m u n ic ipal i t ies earn in terest on  s ign if icant sums o f  
education levies for several months after they are 
collected. Other municipalities, with later tax due dates, 
have had to borrow money to pay the education 
instal lments. 

For the past 15 years, the Provincial Auditor has 
been point ing out that the present practice provides 
an impl icit  subsidy to municipalities at the expense of 
educat i o n .  In c h a n g i n g  the remi ttance d ates,  M r. 
S peaker, we are c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  A u d i t o r ' s  
recommendation that m u nicipalities b e  requir ed t o  remit 
the taxes as they are col lected . 

* (1335) 

Throughout the election campaign,  M r. S peaker, this 
Government promised M anitobans that our approach 
to  solvin g  problems or facing challenges would include 
extensive consultation with those parties affected by 
a proposed change. I am very pleased to  announce 
that over the last two months my department,  along 
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with the cooperative efforts of the D epartments of 
M u n ic ipal  Affa irs,  U rban Affai rs and F inance, has 
consulted with the Manitoba Association of Trustees, 
the Union of Manitoba Municipalit ies, the Manitoba 
Association of Urban Municipalities, and the City of 
Winn ipeg in  order that an acceptable solution to the 
problem of tax remittance could be achieved . 

As a result of this consultation process, I am confident 
that the changes being announced today will be well 
received by all parties involved. 

As of July 1 ,  Mr. Speaker, all education levies collected 
by the due date wi l l  be remitted by the end of the 
following month. Al l  levies collected each month after 
the due date will be remitted by the end of the following 
month. Al l  remaining education levies due to sc hool 
d ivisions and the Public Schools Finance Board on 
D ecember 31 wil l  be remitted by January 31 of the 
following year. This is expected to result in  considerable 
savings to school divisions. The loss of interest revenues 
to municipalities has indeed been considered in the 
consultation process and further details of support to 
municipal bodies by the province wil l  be announced in 
the Budget Address of August 8. I n  addit ion, an 
agreement has been reached to consult, i n  the near 
future, with municipal authorities on costs and benefits 
associated with the role of tax collection for education 
authorities. 

M r. Speaker, this is a very significant ach ievement 
and is a clear indication of this Government's will to 
resolve issues through cooperation and consultation 
for the betterment of al l  Manitobans. Thank you very 
much. 

Mrs. lva Yeo (Sturgeon Creek): I can just say that 
we on this side of the H ouse are very p leased indeed 
with the announcement that the M i nister of Education 
( M r. D erkach) has made. We look forward to receipt 
of the Budget on August 8 to be sure that th ings are 
as indeed the Honourable M i nister has declared . 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Fiin Flon): I would l ike to thank the 
M i nister of Education ( M r. D erkach) for h is statement. 
lt  is  surprising what a d ifference a few months can 
make in  approach. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Storie: M r. Speaker, only a few months ago ,  the 
statement from the M i n ister that he gave today would  
not  have been acceptable and we heard all k inds of 
rather rash statements about the compromise t hat was 
proposed by the previous Government. H owever, I 
would say a compromise is better than no compr omi se. 
There is no doubt that the announcement today costs 
school d ivisions money. There is no doubt about it .  I 
would also say that the Provincial Auditor is l i kely to 
have continuing concerns that this d oes not comply 
fully with the intent of the Act. 
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The school d ivisions over the course of the next few 
months wi l l  k now what th is costs them compared to 
what t hey were original ly entitled , and t here can be no  
doubt  that wh i le  the munic ipal ities w i l l  be looking 
forward to some compensat ion,  they were promised 
th e same by the previous G overnment as wel l .  

A final note, wh i le  the M i nister of Education (Mr. 
Derkach)  i s  busy a p p l au d i n g  h i m se l f  on t h i s  
achieveme nt, t h e  fact i s  th at h i s  agreement t o  cont inue 
to cons u l t  on t h e  nature  of com pensat i o n  to 
m unicipalit ie s  is not s uch an achiev ement, I do not 
th ink ,  i n  the eyes of m ost pe ople. 

* (1340) 
Howev er , we will wait to f ind out whether the loss of 

r ev enue th at will happe n because of this announcement 
to scbQo l d iv isions is compensat ed i n  some other way, 
because I c an a ssure the M in is ter of Edu cation (Mr. 
Derk ach )  the school d iv isions and parents a re sti l l  
looking f or increased support to education. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Hon. �dward Connery (Minister of Labour) i ntroduced, 
by leave, B il l  No. 6, Th e F ires Prev ent io n  Amendment 
Act; l.o i  mod if iant la Loi sur la p reve ntio n des incendies. 

Hon. James McCrae (AHorney-General) introduced , 
by leav e, B i l l  No. 4, t h e  R e- en acted S ta tu te s  of 
Ma nit oba, 1988, Act;  Loi  sur les Lo is readop tees d u  
Manitoba de 1988; B il l  No. 5, The St atute Re-enactm ent 
Act, 1988; Loi de 1988 sur la readoption de loi::. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 
Port of Churchill -
Grain Shipments 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
lt was wit h regret that we d i d  not hear from th e First 
Ministe r ( M r. F i lmon) today in a M i niste rial Statement 
regar ding his mee ting yesterday with the Prime Minister 
of t h e  c o u n t ry. We a l l ,  of c ou rse,  reme m ber h i s  
comments in  the televised debate when h e  said:  "When 
I talk ,  my Lead er l istens." The people of M an itoba would 
l ike to know how much l istening happened yesterday, 
how much action resulted from that l istening.  

Can th e First M in ister ( M r. Fi lmon) i nform the House 
today if indeed grain transportation was d iscussed, and 
when can the Port of Churchi l l  expect its first grain 
shipment and when can it expect its first ship? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Federal-Provincial Relations): 
am pleased to report to the Leader of the Opposition 
that we had an excellent meet ing,  that the P rime 
Min ister was delighted at the new d irections that are 
being ta ken in  Manitoba, the new emphasis that is being 
p la ced o n  j o b  creat i o n ,  econ o m i c  g rowth a n d  
opportunities for t h e  future o f  o u r  peo ple. 

The Prime Minister ind icated very much that he is 
en couraged by the signs that he sees in  Manitoba, that 
he knows that there is a better future ahead with a 
Conserv ative Government i n  M anitoba. 
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I m ig ht indicat e  in response to th e latter part of the 
q uestion that I laid before the Prime M i nister our 
concern about the continued use and e mphas is on the 
Port of Churchi l l. I told h im that we, as a Government, 
and indeed most Manitobans were ver y very supportive 
of the Port of Churchi l l .  I told him that there was a 
concern about the shipment of grain ,  that there were 
other concerns to ensure that Churchill remains a viable 
entity, and th at as a p ort it remains in  a very important 
function in  C anada' s  ports. M r. Speaker, the Prime 
M i nister made a commitment that he would look into 
t he matter personal ly. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Filmon: Obviously the Member s  opp osite d o  not 
want the Prime M i nister to loo k  into it .  They do not 
want the f eder al Government to take action. The re ality 
is that th e f ed eral Gov ernment must take act ion.  I am 
e ncour aged at the fact that they w il l  take action to 
ensure that C hurchi l l  continues to operate and wil l  
continue to hav e  g rain sh ipped through the Port of 
C hu rchi l l .  � 
Mrs. Carstairs: We are glad the Prime Minister l istened, 
b ut is he g oing to act? Wil l  grai n  be ship ped w ith i n  
t h e  next two weeks to the Port o f  Churchil l ?  

* (1345) 

Mr. Film on : The Leader of the Opposit ion ( Mr s. 
Carstairs )  is obviously n ot aware that those decisions 
are made by other entit ies, C rown corp orations. Th ey 
i nvolve the railway; they involve the Canadian Wheat 
B oard. 

I would say, Mr. S peaker, that in fact one of her close 
friends and advisors, the former M inister re sponsible 
for  the Wheat B oard , M r. L a n g ,  has in the past 
suggested that Churchil l  is no longer a viable entity 
and that C hurc hi l l  should no longer be used . We do 
not take that position.  T he Prime M in ister does not 
take that positio n, I might say. The federal Conserv ative 
Government does not take that position.  S o  I am 
encouraged by the fact that the P rime M i nister has 
indicated that he will get after the matter immediately, � 
a n d  we expect that  t here w i l l  be some p o s i t ive 
announcement forthcoming in the near future. 

Mrs. Carstairs: A supplementary question to the First 
M i n ister (Mr. Fi lmon). 

Yesterday, the Min ister, the Deputy Premier (Mr. 
Cummings), and also the M in ister of H ighways (Mr. 
Driedger) indicated that the Premier was taking this 
very necessary issue to indeed the highest possi ble 
level .  We, therefore, were led to believe in  this H ouse 
that we would have a decision from t hat highest possible 
level .  

Wil l the F i rst M i nister (Mr. Fil mon) tel l  us if t he people 
of Ch urchi l l  will soon be employed actively in  the Town 
of Churchill in the shipping and hand l ing of grain?  

Mr. Filmon: The Leader of the  O pposi t i o n  ( M rs .  
Carstairs) w i l l  know that a s  soon a s  an announcement 
is made from Ottawa. 
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Federal Day Care Policy 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
On a ne w q ue stion to the First M in iste r  (Mr. Fi lmon), 
but  in  a re late d  matte r. 

I n  h is  d iscussions ye ste rday with the First M in iste r  
of this country, d id the F irst M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon) inform 
the First M i nister of Canada of the d iscrim inatory 
a ctions of the fe de ral M i niste r of He alth with re gard 
to his day care pol icy, and did he ge t an assurance 
from the First M i nister that the ne w d ay care pol icy 
a nd le gislation will not d iscriminate against Manitoba 
be cause of the high le ve l  of day care we alre ady have 
in this province ?  

Mr. Gary Filmon (Federal-Provincial Relations): As 
the Le ade r of the Oppos i t ion  has bee n i n forme d  
previously in  this House on matte rs with re spe ct to our 
u se of the day care program, the fede ral day care 
program, our abi l ity to tap t hose new funds that have 
be en put i n , substantial ne w funds, and the b i l l ions of 
d ol lars that have bee n put into day care nationally by 
the fe de ral G ove rn ment is a matte r  that is under active 
p roce ss by o ur a d m i ni st rat i o n ,  by m y  M in iste r  
re sponsib le for Community Se rvice s  (Mrs. Ole son). 

* ( 1350) 

We are committe d  to e nsure that we have the h ighe st 
s tandards of day care possib le in this province .  We are 
committe d  to e nsure that we have fle xib i l ity, to e nsure 
tha t we have acce ssib i l ity for those single pa re nts, al l  
of those pare nts who re qu i re day care ,  be cause we 
be l ie ve that day care is a fundame ntal r ight of wome n , 
of individuals towards e conomic e qual ity. 

WO me n, to have e conomic equa l ity, must have acce ss 
t o  q uality day care ,  and we are committe d  to e nsure 
that those wome n do ha ve that quality d ay care ,  
a ffordable day care ,  and that it is  provided by policie s  
that are going to be deve loped b y  our administrat ion,  
in concert with the fe deral Gove rn me nt,  to e nsure that 
we can acce ss all of the funding the y  have made 
av a ilable ,  to e nsure that al l  of the new programs that 
they have e stablishe d  are one s  that can be of be ne fit 
to  M anitobans. We wi ll h ave a high qual ity, acce ssible ,  
a ffordable day care syste m in  M an itoba, be cause we 
wi l l  work coope rative ly with Ottawa to e nsure that we 
ta ke advantage of this entire program. 

Mrs. Carstairs: With a supple me ntary q ue stion to the 
F irst M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon). 

The day care policy announced wi l l  p rovide more 
f u n d i n g  to those provi n ces t h at d o  n ot h ave our  
s tandard of  d ay care .  D id the Prime M i nister commit 
h imse lf to re m oving that d iscrim inatory provision with 
re gard to M anitoba? 

Mr. Filmon: With re spe ct to the ove rall issue of day 
care ,  my Min iste r  has ind icate d  pre viously that he r 
a dministr ation is working a ctive ly to e nsure that we 
ta ke maximum advantage of the fe de ral d ay care 
program, that we will be establ ishing our priorit ie s  i n  
conce rt with them, that w e  wil l  e nsure that a l l  aspe cts 
of that program are uti l ize d  to the be ne fit of those 

152 

people i n  Manitoba who ne ed day care because, under 
the pre vious admin istration, we had a critical sh ortage 
in  spaces in  day care .  We are going to be working. to 
take advantage of the ne w day care progr am and al l  
of the dol lars that are the re to e nsure th at we improve 
and e nhance day care and that we e xpand it to mee t 
the nee ds that are the re. 

Western Diversification Fund 

Mrs . Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
With a final que stion to the First M inister (Mr. Fi lmon) 
on  his mee t i n g  with t he P r i me M i n iste r, what 
commitments did the Pre mie r  ge t from the Pr ime 
M iniste r  that Manitoba wil l  f inally ge t its share of the 
We ste rn Dive rsifi cation Fund,  and whe n can we e xpe ct 
those che que s  to arrive ?  

Mr. Gary Filmon (Federal-Provincial Relations): The 
Le ade r of the Opposition (Sharon Carstairs) may be l ie ve 
that it is just a matte r  of writing a che que and spe nding 
money. The othe r  day, her Agriculture critic ind icate d  
that our M in iste r  of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay) should 
al low those who have not participate d  in  the crop 
insurance plan to re troactive ly go into the pla n which 
would cost $ 1 00 mill ion fo r the m  to go into that plan 
after wards. During the course of the last fe w days, she 
sugge ste d  that we ought to, as a province ,  bui ld a 
rai lway to Churchi l l ,  that we ought to inve st provincial 
dol lars, by the te ns of mi l l ions, i f  not hundre ds of 
mi l l ions, i n  building a railway to Churchi l l .  She be l ie ve s  
that pe ople should just s imply write che que s without 
any consultation. 

Mr. Speaker: Orde r, p le ase .  The Honourable Le ader 
of the Opposit ion. 

Mrs. Carstairs: This is the se cond t ime that the First 
M i niste r  (Mr. Fi lmon) has de l ibe rate ly misquoted me in  
the House ,  and I would a sk the Speake r  to make 
re fe re nce to Hansard with re gard to my e xact comments 
on funding with re gard to Churchi l l ,  and the n  I would 
ask from the First M in iste r  an apology. 

Mr. Speaker: A d ispute ove r  the facts is not a point 
of orde r. 

Hazardous Wastes - Flin Flon 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
M r. S pe ake r, my q uest i o n  is to t he M i n i ste r of  
E nvironment (Mr. Connery). 

* ( 1 355) 

Ye sterday, ce rtainly afte r he scurrie d  back to his 
departme nt for some brief ing,  which I appre ciate he 
had to do,  he indicated to the publ ic of Manitoba that 
he indeed would be issuing a stop work order on the 
material that is now in Fl in Flon , the m ate rial that we 
are quite conce rne d about be ing shippe d  from the 
U n ite d  State s  to M an itoba and being d ispose d  of i n  
o u r  province and i n  o u r  country. The M i niste r  indicate d 
that the re would indee d be a stop work orde r to e rr 
on the side of caution.  I ha ve rece ive d  a le tter from 
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the M in ister when we asked for a copy of th at order 
this mo rning,  an d he indicates that there w i l l  be n o  
w ork order issued to Hudson Bay M in ing  an d Smeltin g  
i n  F l in  Flon. 

I would ask the M inister - he is certain ly giving the 
publ ic  th e impression that he  had issued an order. I 
would ask why the M in ister said one thi ng to th e pub l ic  
i n  comments and says someth ing e lse i n  th is  letter. 
Second ly, I would ask the M i nister to confirm the 
statements of the safety office i n  F l in  Flon that indeed 
arseni c  is  contained i n  the sludge material that is  bein g  
sh ipped fro m  t h e  Un ited States to C anada. 

H on. Edward Connery ( M i n ister  of  Environment, 
Workplace Safety and Health):  First of al l ,  I would 
l ike to withdraw whatever comment the Member for 
F l in  F lo n  (Mr. Storie) was u pset about with yesterday. 
I th ink the antics of th e Opposition Party speak for 
themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, we saw a whole mass of 
m isinformation.  I th ink th is House, the Government, the 
people of Manitoba were m isled and were misinformed 
as to what actual ly took place at H udson Bay Min ing 
and Smelting . 

M r. S peak er, one load - and I wi l l  tel l  you why I d id  
n ot have the information a t  my hand,  because it is a 
non-issue. When we looked into it ,  t here was no reason 
for our competent staff to have informed me on it. Our 
staff had reacted to i t ,  had been out there, had already 
taken  samples .  We h ave,  a n d  I w i l l  t a b le i n  t h i s  
legislature, the H udson Bay Min ing a n d  Smelt ing 
analysis of what has happened which showed that i t  
is  safe. 

T he reason that the people were concerned , and 
r ightful ly so, at Fl in Flon, the union people were not 
i nformed by the company what was in that sludge. They 
had the r ight not to d o  anyth ing with it .  Now they have 
been informed and t here is a meet ing being held 
tomorrow to work i t  out. I did not have to issue a stop 
work order because we had already foun d  out ,  th rough 
our staff, that H udson Bay Mining had agreed not to 
process it unt i l  the analysis was done and i t  was prove n  
that i t  was safe to d o  so. That is why a stop work order 
did not have to be issued. 

Mr. Speaker, th is one load of 35 tonnes came from 
. . . C alifornia. This is i n  the Si l icon Val ley where they 
make chips and so forth ,  and there is some gold and 
si lver in  the sludge. The sludge is burnt to over 700 
degrees Celsius before it is shipped . So what it is is 
bottom ash; it is not s ludge. The material is absolutely 
safe and they will be processing it 

We are also doing with in  our own lab - and I th ink 
the people should know t hat we are doing the f ol low
u p  analysis to make sure it corresponds with the an alysis 
of H ud son Bay M i ning an d Smelt ing.  So I am satisl ied 
that our staff worked appropriately, they worked quickly. 

I am d isappoin ted that, if there was such a concern, 
w hy the Member for Fi i n  Flon (Mr. Storie) and the 
Opposit ion leaders (Mrs. Carstairs, M r. D oer) d id  not 
inform our office i m mediately as they knew to make 
sure th ere was no injury to workers in  Flon Flon. 
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Mr. Speaker: First of all, I would l ike to th ank ih e 
H on ourable Member for with drawing h is statement fro m  
yesterday's remarks. As far as th e Ch air i s  concerned, 
the Chair is sufficed . Ans wers to q uestions should be 
brief, I would l ike to remin d  al l  Honourable M e mbers. 

Mr. Doer: M r. Speaker, with the greatest of respect, 
the M i n ister i nd icated yesterday to the publ ic and i n  
a l l  the pu blications that were carried i n  al l  the media 
that he indeed was going to err on the side of caution. 

* ( 1 400) 

Mr. Connery: M r. Speaker, a point of order. 

The Member for F l in Flon (Mr. Storie) sat there and 
said he l ied. I withdrew a statement not nearly as bad 
as that. I would ask him to withdraw that statement 
at th is moment. 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Fiin Flon): Mr. Speaker, I understand 
that parl iamentary t radit ion requ ires that I withdraw 
th at word . H owever, I am a bit concerned that the 
M in ister of t he Environment (Mr. Cannery) can say 
publ icly ,  for publ ic consumption, something that h as 
not clearly happened , that perhaps he had no intention 
of doing. I ask your gu idance perhaps, M r. Sp eake r, 
for some ind icat ion of how I am to interpret that k ind 
of  a d iscrepancy. If  it is u nparl iamen tary, I wi l l  withdraw 
it. The contrad iction remains. 

Mr. Speaker: I would l ik e  to thank the Honourable 
Memb er for F l in Flon (Mr. Storie). 

Mr. Doer: M r. Speaker, notwithstanding the sl ightest 
d ispute, there has clearly been left the impression in  
t h e  p u b l i c  of  M an it o b a ,  s o m e  of wh ich are very 
concerned about  th is issue, that indeed a cease order 
was going to be issued by the Min ister, and I qu ote: 
" I  would rather err on the side of caution."  

I would ask the  Minister wh ether he, in  h is  d iscussion s  
with the company, has had any oth er issues raised to 
h is attent ion that would requ ire other cease work or 
stop work orders in this province, in  Flin Flon. 

Mr. Connery: l t  continues on now th at he is saying 
t h at H ud s o n  Bay M i n i n g  and S m e l t in g  is  not an 
honourable company, that w e  h ave to sen d  a written 
stop work order for me to ensure. 

An Honourable Member: You said you d id .  

Mr. Connery: I d i d  not  say we had sent a writte n, I 
said th at we wi l l  ensure, and we d id .  We reacted th at 
very aftern oon,  and I am very satisfied that we d id .  
But make sure, Mr. Speaker, th at they may complain, 
but the laws that al low material to mo ve were laws th at 
were brought in by th eir  Govern ment. 

We are prepared . I have had d iscussions with our 
st aff to t a k e  a l o o k  t o  e n s u r e  t h at c h emi ca ls  or  
compounds that we do not  kn ow what is in them, we 
check it out before it gets in .  Our staff has been 
instructed to ensure th at we put someth ing in  place 
that th is does not happen , that a substance th at we 
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do not know the analysis of does not come in before 
we have that. Our staff is looking at it .  When we have 
it i n  place, we wi l l  br ing it forward to this House. 

Mr. Doer: My q uestion to the M in ister is: In l ight of 
his briefing on this issue and his great deal of attention, 
are there any other goods in  Fl in Flon which are being 
transported from the U nited States that Manitobans 
should be concerned about? 

Mr. Connery: I thank the Member for that question 
because, yes, there are. There is a chemical there that 
is being brought in by D ow. 

U nder this previous Government, it was allowed to 
come in, and they did not get an analysis to see if it 
was safe. We have ordered our department or, I should 
say, asked - ordered is  something that we should not 
do. I have asked our department, and they wi l l  get a 
sample of that and have it analyzed to ensure that it 
is safe. This G overnment is criticizing the very things 
that t'l ey d id  and al lowed to happen. I can assure you 
t h a t ,  env i ron m e n t al ly, we are concerned . O u r  
department w i l l  be reacting to these things. I f  anyone 
else has any concern of chemicals, please make sure 
that our department is aware of it and we wil l  react to 
it .  I would solicit your support. 

Mr. Doer: What we are concerned about is no action 
on behalf of the M an itoba referee, who is the M i nister 
of Environment ( M r. Connery), i n  deal ing with these 
issues.  The mater ia l  that is coming  in from D ow 
Chemicals, again from the U nited States based on our 
information, contains mercury, cadmium and i ndeed 
a g a i n  arse n i c  t h at is b e i n g  t ransported by D ow 
Chemicals from the Uni ted States up to Fl in Flon. 

We believe the Min ister should issue a cease work 
order because the other day they were going to unload 
t hose chemicals again in  Flin Flon, and they could not 
do so because the wind was blowing the other way. If  
that is the kind of assurances the M inister is getting 
from H udson Bay M in ing and Smelt ing,  we believe the 
M i nister should issue a cease work order on the D ow 
Chemicals and issue that order immediately. I would 
l ike h im to answer why he has not ,  i n  this House today. 

Mr. Connery: This Opposition really concerns me. They 
have very l ittle concern for the jobs up in Fl in Flon . 
We are going to ensure and we are ensuring that it is 
saf e  to do. What they said yesterday and tr ied to leave 
in the minds of the publ ic of Manitoba and in th is 
Legislature was that thi s  was sludge coming up from 
the United States for d isposal , for i ncineration here. lt 
was coming i n  for extraction of gold and si lver that is 
the remainder i n  the sludge or in  the bottom dust that 
is there, so it is not a dump.  lt is in here for recycli ng ,  
and it creates jobs i n  the Town of  Fl in F lon .  D oes he 
not want to have jobs i n  the Town of Fli n  Flon? 

Rivers - Jurisdicational 
Authority 

Mr. Bob Rose (St . Vital): My question is for the M inister 
of Urban Affa irs ( M r. D ucharme). 

Two weeks ago, a near fatal ity on the Red River was 
fol lowed by a boating tragedy last weekend and again 
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what could have been another d isaster last eveni ng.  
Twice in  the last few days, the City of  Winni peg pol ice 
admitted that they are very l imited in what they can 
do on our rivers. They are not certain about how to 
p roceed with  the charges after an i n ci dent .  After 
questions to the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) on Monday from 
our Leader (Mrs. Carstairs), I am appalled by the 
continued inaction. 

Wil l  the M inister tell this House what he intends to 
do to recti fy this dangerous laissez-faire situation on 
Winn ipeg 's rivers in both the short and long term? 

Hon . Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs): 
I appreciate the question with regard to the concern 
of that  part i c u l a r  t ragedy. We are a l l  concerned 
whenever there is a death on a river or a death anywhere 
in the Province of Man itoba, and especially myself in  
this particular case, which is the same ri ver as a chi ld 
and as a student that I swam i n , i n  the backyard of 
my home. 

H owever, the question is what concerns or what has 
been done since this particular announcement has been 
made. Fi rst of al l ,  several steps have been taken before 
this particular strategy. On approximately June 1 7, I 
met with Leo D uguay, the M.P. in the area, in regard 
to al l  the concerns on the river. We met in  regard to 
all the jurisdictions that are occurring. 

From this d iscussion,  I followed the June 17 meeting 
up with a second meeting with the Member for St.  
B o n i face, which takes in this part icu lar  area and 
cons iderati on s  we are m a k i n g  t o  add ressi n g  the 
problem of streamlining all the concerns and regulatory 
author i ty over Wi n n i peg ' s  waterways. D ur i n g  th is  
meet ing,  we  agreed that th is  particular concern would 
be expressed and, after that meeting,  a letter was 
drafted to the M ayor of the City of Winn ipeg at the 
same time as the letter tha t  went out to the Member 
for St. Boniface. I n  that letter, I expressed to the Mayor 
of the City of Winn ipeg t he same contents that I sent 
to M r. Leo D uguay. I would like to put on the record 
the letter, although the letter was after the tragic incident 
on June 27 and . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The H onourable Member 
for St. Vital ( M r. Rose) .  

Mr. Rose: I ' l l  just make a note here, and the note of 
June 22 after the horse is out of the barn. I want to 
tell you that recreational users of the rivers are phoning 
us and tel l ing us that they are frightened to venture · 
out on the river. This is the sort of inaction that we 
continue to have even after the questi on has been 
asked. 

Now I ask this M inister again ,  I hope that he wi l l  stop 
passing the buck and press the federal Government 
through his colleague or whatever to delegate the 
necessary authority in  the Province of Man itoba so that 
we can manage our rivers effectively. 

I want to know: Is the Honourable Min ister p repared 
to stop waffl ing and committ ing funds immediately so 
the city can increase their equipment and staff power 
on the r ivers so that we can be safe for at least the 
remainder of this season? 
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Mr. Ducharme: I must apologize for carry ing on  with 
the  extension and the long-wind ed ness. I j ust wanted 
to get on the record the type of work t hat has been 
going on since we got in office a nd this had been 
reviewed .  H owever, the Member has requested what 
act ion.  

The Member should know that r ight now the City of 
Winn ip eg ,  for which he was a counci l lor for pro bably 
a couple of years, the onus is  on the City of Win n i peg 
to request the prov ince to apply to the Government of 
Canad a  to ad opt an Ord er-in-Counci l  to ena ct the 
b o at i n g  restr i c t i o n  reg u l at i o n s  i n  Wi n n ipeg . Th i s  
approach al lows t h e  city t o  tai lor the regu lations to its 
specific need s. The province should be ab le to act once 
a request h as been mad e. 

Mr. Rose: To t he same Min ister, I am not surprised at 
an answer l ike that from th is  M i nister who has been 
so callous to sen iors. He  really d oes not care about 
the people on the river. I wou l d  l ike to see the contents 
of the letter and why it came so l ate. He  was a city 
c ouncil lor too, and he did not d o  anything at that t ime. 

My qu estion is i n  regard to a meeting - I do not 
k now wh y th ere is a letter, t here are alread y  letters on 
file. B ut my ques tion, on October 15,  1 986, the W inn ipeg 
City Counci l  unanimously p assed a 1 2-point motion 
outl in ing a basis for negotiations with the province on 
a ll river concerns . I am sure you are aware of that .  The 
p revious Government - we can blame them for i t ,  but 
what about you n ow? - they never respond ed .  When 
wi l l  your Government open negotiat ions wit h  the city? 

M r. Ducharme:  My letter  s h owed t hat I want  to 
negot iat e  w i t h  the c ity. H owever, where was t h at 
counci l lor when the report of October ' 87 was put 
forward to counci l  expressing their concerns and g iv ing 
their regu lations? Where was he to br ing it  forward to 
th is provincial G overnment? 

* ( 1 4 1 0) 

Free Trade - Water Resources 
Protection 

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert): My question is to the 
First M in ister ( M r. Fi lmon). 

Last F rid ay, i n  response to my q uestions concerning 
the protection of M an itoba's waters u nd er the Free 
Trad e Agreement, the Premier (Mr. F i lmon) stated that, 
q uote - t h i s  is from H an s a rd - "There is n o  
requ i rement u nd er the Free Trad e Agreement, s o  why 
would we pass legislation where no concern exists? 
There is i nd eed no concern that our water could be 
sold to the Americans or we could be obl iged to sell 
our water to the Americans u nd er the terms of the Free 
Trad e Ageeement." 

My q uest ion is :  I n  l ight of the fed eral Min ister' s  
proposed action t o  protect our water u nd er the Free 
Trad e Agreement,  wi l l  the First Min ister (Mr. Fi lmon) 
ad mit that t here may i nd eed be a loophole in the Free 
Trad e Ag reement that leaves Manitobans' sovereignty 
rights to protect their water i n  quest ion,  and will th is 
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Government support our prop osed l egisl at ion to pr otect 
Manitoba's water for the future? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Executive Council): The federai 
M in ister of Trad e has i nd icated very strongly that they 
have no legal opinions. They have n o  opin ions from 
any trad e  authorit ies that we in  Canad a  are obli ged in 
any way by the Free Trad e A greement to sell our water 
to the United States. He has answered that over and 
over and over again .  He has now gotten to the point 
where he is so t ired of answering that question, because 
of the fearmongering tactics of L iberals and New 
D emoc rats, that he is prepared to even put it into the 
legislatio n  to g ive them the comfort and to stop them 
from raising these issues that are non-issues. 

T he reality is, M r. Speaker, he is going to g ive them 
the comfort that they h ave asked fo r even though he 
b el ieves, as a lawyer, and on the ad vice of al l  of the 
legal ad visors that the fed eral Government has, that 
th ere is no fear and no necessity to protect Canad ians 
against that possibi l ity. He is sti l l  going to put it  i n  to 
g iv e  them the comfort, the New D emocrats and the 
L iberals, who wi l l  not l isten to reason on the m atter. 

Free Trade - Sovereign Rights 
Natural Resources 

Mr. John Angus (St . Norbert): I am pleased that the 
fed eral M in ister h as seen f it  to read the Free Trad e 
Agreement and I am pleased that he, at least, has seen 
fit to g ive us the d egree of comfort the First M i nister 
(Mr. F i lmon) refused to give us or was unsure he could 
give us earlier in the d ebate. 

But my question now carries beyond to the M i n ist er 
responsible for H yd ro (Mr. N eufeld ). I n  l ight of the 
possible loophole in  relat ion to natural resources and 
i n  l ight of the requ irements for a d egree of comfort 
conce rning and regard ing the Free Trad e Agreement 
as it pertains to hyd ro, particularly Sections 904(a) and 
904(b), what act ion wi l l  h is Government take to assure 
M an i t o b a n s  the sovere i g n  r i g h t  of  t h e i r  n a t ura l  
resources such as  hyd ro? 

Hon. Harold Neufeld ( Minister of Energy and Mines): 
Mr. Speaker, it is a consid ered opinion of my d epartment 
and the opin ion of Hyd ro and al l  the ad vice we have 
received that we are not in d anger of losing our natural 
resources, namely the water. 

Mr. Speaker: T he Honourable Member for S t. N orbert 
( M r. Angus), with a f inal supplementary. 

Mr. Angus: lt is i nd eed my f inal  supplementary. lt i s  
along the same l ines t o  the same M i n ister. 

Wi l l  h is d epartment br ing i n  legi slation to ensure that 
Mani tobans can choose to sel l  thei r  hyd ro energy to 
w h omever t hey pl ease, whenever they p lease, at 
whatever pri ce they please, and ensure Mani tobans 
soverei gnty rights over this valuable natur al resour ce? 

Mr. Neufeld: I am sure the Member is aware that ,  
before we generate any power, before we go to the 
expense of bu i ld ing a generat ing stat ion,  we enter i nto 
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agreements with possible users. Once we have entered 
into an agreement with a user, the terms of that 
agreement shall  stand.  That is the advice g iven and 
that is  advice I am sure he has received . After we have 
entered into an agreement, we can sell that power to 
the user at whatever price the terms of their agreement 
di ctate, after which we can sel l to our own domestic 
consumers at whatever price we please. 

Western Trade Ministers' 
Meeting 

Mr. Ed Helwer (Gimli):  I would  l ike to d irect th is 
question to the H onourable M i nister of Industry, Trade 
and Tourism ( M r. E rnst). 

Can the Min ister tel l  us what was accompl ished at 
the Western Trade Min isters' Meeting in Vancouver on 
Tuesday, Ju ly  26? 

Hon. James Ernst (Minister of Industry, Trade and 
� Tourism): I am pleased to answer that quest ion.  

, M r. Speaker, for the first t ime in a very long t ime, 
the four western provinces are now going to be able 
to speak with a u n ited voice when we go before the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trades. For the fi rst 
t ime t here wi l l  be a un i ted front on behalf of agricu l ture,  
on behalf  of natural  resources i n  Manitoba and a gr id 
across western Canad a. 

The meet ing that took place on Tuesday last, I th ink ,  
sets a m ilestone for  western Canada and the k ind of  
th ing  that we ar e go ing  to have for  across western 
Canad a. We will n ow h ave a u nited voice in  speaking  
on items of major i nterest to al l  four provinces. 

We will be preparing working papers for approval 
and submission to the Western Premiers' Conference 
l ater th is  year so that we have a un ited front when we 
go to the mid -term meetings on GATT in Montreal , to 
be able to say on behalf of western Canad a  that we 
want some act ion and we want to see our resources 
and our i nd ustries protected .  

� Hazardous Wastes - Flin Flon 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Fiin Flon): My question is to the 
M i nister of the E nvironment (Mr. Connery). 

M r. S peaker, the Min ister of the E nvironment ( M r. 
Connery) would h ave us believe that h is concern is for 
j o b s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The M i n ister  of  t h e  
E nvironment knows ful l  well that t h e  use o f  this s ludge, 
this material , the incineration of toxic material at Fl in 
Flon creates no  addit ional jobs. 

I would ask the M inister whether he can inform th is 
House of the h armful characteristics of substances 
which are known to be included i n  some of the material 
which has found its way from the Un ited States to 
Canada and to Fl in F lon.  Can he te l l  th is House what 
the c haracter ist ics are of cadmi u m ,  mercury a n d  
arsenic? 

Hon. Edward Connery {Minister of the Environm ent, 
Workplace Safety and Health): O bviously the Member 
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must hav e  dozed off for a while in  the H ouse because 
he did not understand or l isten when I said that I was 
tabl ing a ful l  report , a ful l  analysis of that sludge. lt 
has been tabled with the Clerk. I do not know what 
the Opposition is doing but,  if you are going to be here, 
at least pay attention. lt has been filed; it is there for 
your perusal. I have other copies in my office. I f  you 
want a dozen,  you can have them. 

Mr. Storie: M r. Speaker, this part icular M i nister is in  
trouble because of  his f l ippant responses yesterday 
when he pretended he knew something and he d id not 
know anything about i t .  He  has done the same today. 
This Min ister indicated . . . 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 
T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M e m ber  for F l i n  F l o n ,  w i t h  a 

question.  

Mr. Storie: I appreciate the op portunity. I would l ike 
to table the reports on hazardous substances from the 
New Jersey D epartment of Health ,  which is  a world
recognized i nst i tut ion with expertise i n  d angerous 
substances, and table for th is House information on 
the -

Mr. Speaker: D oes the H onourable Member have a 
question? 

Mr. Storie: - the effects of mercury, cadmium and 
arsenic. Yes, M r. Speaker, my question is: Has th is 
M i nister's own department conducted an analysis or  
had he had an independent analysis of  the materials, 
not only which were referred to yesterday, the slud ge, 
but the mater ia ls  w h i c h  h ave arr ived from D o w  
Chemical? I f  he has such, d o  they contain a n y  arsenic,  
cadmium or mercury? 

Mr. Connery: Mr. Speaker, obviously again the Member 
for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) is not l istening.  I told him that 
we had an analysis provided to us from H udson Bay 
Min ing  and Smelting and, if he wil l  read Hansard 
tomorrow, he wil l  also read where I said our department 
at the Ward Lab on Logan - he should be fami l iar 
with i t  - is doing our own independent analysis to 
ensure that what is i n  there -( Interjection)- lt is in the 
process, and it could be d one within 24 hours .  They 
were working all last night to t ry to achieve that analysis 
as q u ickly as possible. 

So then we can say to H udson Bay M i n ing and 
Smelt ing,  yes, the material is safe or, no, we do not 
think i t  is safe. The employees wi l l  be informed, the 
un ion wi l l  be informed and they wi l l  have the option 
as to whether they should process that or not. Al l  of 
these th ings are being done, if you would look at the 
analysis. 

Land Titles Office -
Delay 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): Mr. Speaker, my 
q uest ion is  . . . 
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Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for F l in F lon 
(M r. S torie), on a point of ord er. 

Mr. Jerry Storie (Fiin Flon): I bel ieve I am entit led to 
a further supplementary, M r. S peaker. M ay I cont inue 
with my final supplementary? 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for St. James. 

Mr. IEdwards: My question is for the Honourable 
Attorney-General ( M r. McCrae), and again it concerns 
the Winn ipeg Land Tit les office. Just before I go on ,  
let  me remind the H onourable Member for  E lmwood 
(M r. M a l oway) t h at i n  fact it was t h e  p revi o u s  
ad min istrat ion that brought i n  t h e  Land Transfer tax 
wh ich i s  causing the d elay of his pet it ioners and the 
g reat exp ense thereby. 

* { 1 420) 

The Honourab le  Attorney-Genera l  ( M r. M cCrae)  
yes terd ay in  th is  H ouse i nd icated that I had g iven the 
Hous e  the wrong impression.  He  s tated that I was wrong 
in saying that, on Tuesd ay of this week,  the posted 
d elay was 43 d ays. Let me suggest that t he Honourable 
Attorney-G eneral speak yet again to h is officials where, 
I h av e  no d ou bt, he will learn that the posted date on 
Tuesd ay of this week was ind eed 43 d ays, as I stated 
and as I and the people of th is  city were ad vised on 
July 26.  

Winn ipeggers know that I h ave not mis led them. The 
pos ted d ate is the d ate Winn ip eggers rely on  to arrange 
interim financing and it is  the d ate by which th is 
d epartment wi l l  be j ud ged .  

Wil l  the Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. McCra e) 
pleas e  i nform th is House what the posted d ate was 
l as t  Tuesd ay, and d oes the Attorney-General say that 
he d isagrees with the d ate h is d epartment was putt ing 
forward ?  Are the p u b l i c  b e i n g  m is l ed b y  t h i s  
department? Am I being misled ?  

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General): Mr. S peaker, 
it is good that I am g iven the opportunity once again 
to d iscuss th is matter with the Honourable Member. 

As I was about to say yesterday, the staff at the Land 
Titles Office has worked d i l igently and voluntari ly over 
many h o u rs of overt ime ,  i n c l ud i n g  weekend s and 
hol id ays d ur ing the summert ime, in ord er to add ress 
the concerns of the publ ic .  Their efforts should be 
r ecognized as h aving a s ignificant impact . 

The sign that the Honourable Member uses as h is 
total  research effort i n  th is regard i nd eed said on 
Tuesd ay, "43 d ays." I n  that respect , the Honourable 
Membe r is  correct. The way the question was raised 
h ad the effect, and I suggest you look at t he news 
coverage of the fo l lowing d ay, it  had the effect of 
m islead ing the publ ic  as to the real circumstances at 
the Land Titles Office. 

I suppose there shou ld be three signs t here: "Worst 
Cas e, 43 d ays; Average, 36 d ays," two d ays better than 
our end of J u ly target; a nd the th ird s ign ,  " Best case," 
which if we are talking about our new express line which 
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we announced on Ju ne 17, would pos t  a mu ch lower 
n u m ber than that.  I am pleased to te l l  t he Honourab l e  
Member that we are ahead of our target. 

The people who were concerned about the delays 
are p leased with what we are trying to d o. They were 
p leased with our target and we are ah ead of that. The 
Honourable Member - I know i t  was un intentional -
but he m isled the people of th is province and of th is  
c i ty who are concerned on this particular issue. 

Mr. IEdwards: M r. S peaker, again for the Honourable 
Attorney-General ( M r. McCrae), I would suggest again 
that the Honourable Attorney-General speak to his 
officials and realize that posted d ate is  not the worst 
case. lt is  when the majority have been done. The worst 
case is longer than that. 

My q uestion is :  Wil l  the Attorney-General commit 
h imself tod ay to spend every penny of the anticipated 
profit from the Winn ipeg Land Titles Office, which profit 
has been greatly i ncreased as a result of the land 
transfer tax, f irst and foremost toward s  rectifyin g the 
state of service at the Winn ipeg Land Tit les Office and 
improving the d elays there in .  

M r. M c C r a e :  M r. Speaker, a f e w  d ays ago  t h e  
honourable critic for A griculture in  this House suggested 
that those who d o  not pay insurance premiums should 
receive insurance benefits. Tod ay we are told that every 
penny of profit at the Land Titles Office should be used 
for another purpose. How many d ol lars are Honourable 
Mem bers opposite going to commit themselves to 
s p e nd i n g  i f  a nd when t hey s h o u ld ever form a 
Government in th is  province? H ow many? Bi l l ions? 

I n  d irect response to the Honourable Member, who 
suggests I speak to my officials, I was so concerned 
about the allegation being mad e  by the Honourable 
Member that I w asted no t ime at all speaking to officials 
to f ind out if i nd eed we are off the track here somehow. 
Absolutely not.  We are bang on.  I n  fact, we are ahead 
of our target, and I i nvite the Honourab l e  Membe r  to 
speak to the officia l s at Land Tit les instead of just 
looking at a s ign.  

Surveys Branch � Moratorium 

Mr. Speaker: The H onourable Member for St. J ames, 
with a f inal supp l ementary. 

Mr. Paul IEdwards (St .  James):  To the Honourable 
Attorney- General , i n  fact, I have spoken to thos e  officials 
and I i nvite the Honourable Attorney- General to ask 
them the q uestions I have s uggested .  

By way of second supp l ementary, again for the 
Honourable Attorney-General and again on th is theme, 
wi l l  the Honourable Attorney-General p l ease tel l this 
H ouse how long the present  moratorium at the Surveys 
Br anc h  on checking and p roces sing the new plans by 
surveyors wi l l  l as t , and what extra d elay it is anticipated 
th is wil l  cause th ose who have need to put their pl ans 
f irst to the Surveys Branch? 

Hon . James McCrae (Attorney-General): Mr. Speaker, 
rather than place the people of Winnipeg into a sl ate 
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of shock as a result of th is  q uest ion,  I will take it as 
notice and get the answer for the Honourable Member 
as soon as possible. 

Hazardous Wastes - Flin Flon 

Mr. Jer ry  Stor ie (Fiin Flon): M r. Speaker, my further 
question is to the Minister of E nvironment (Mr. Connery). 

The M i nister earl ier chastised me for not having 
access immed iately to d ocuments tabled in  th is House. 
I h ave since received those d ocuments and I wi l l  ask 
the M i nister of E nvironment: (a) to confirm that the 
waste being sent to F l in  F lon contains arsenic, cad mium, 
as well as mercury, and that those substances are 
haz ardous, d angerous substances; and the M inister has 
yet to confirm whether an independ ent analysis will be 
tabled i n  th is H ouse with respect to those wastes. 

Hon. Edward Connery (Min ister of Environment,  
Workplace Safety and Health) :  M r. S peaker, the 
Honourable Member should know that these hazard ous 
compound s  are in  the ind ustry on an ongoing basis. 
He should k now that arsenic is used in the min ing 
industry. This is one of the chemicals that  is used and 
it is not used on an ongoing basis, so al l  of these 
chemicals, i f  hand led properly, are safe. I f  they are 
hand led improperly, t hey are not safe. At H ud son Bay 
M in ing and Smelt ing ,  they have some of the f inest 
equ ipment. They have a good monitoring system to 
ens ure that the employees are safe when t hey are 
hand ling a commod ity, but these are in  the ind ustry 
on an ongoing basis. 

Mr. Speaker: The t ime for Oral Questions has expired. 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENT 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Culture, Heritage 
and Recr eation): M r. Speaker, I beg leave to make a 
non-political statement. 

Mr. Speaker: D oes the H onourable Member h ave 
l eave? (Agreed )  

* ( 1 430) 

Mrs. Mitchelson: This evening,  the annual Folk lorama 
parad e  wil l  wind its way through the streets of d owntown 
W in n ipeg. Over the past 18 years, Folklorama has 
earned the reputation of being one of Manitoba's g reat 
summer festivals. Featuring 41 pavil ions th is  year, 
Folk lorama h as come to be recognized as the largest 
mult icultural event of its k ind in  North America. 

This year Folklorama has been extend ed from the 
tradit ional one week to two weeks to provid e  twice the 
t ime to savou r  the food and d rink and see the shows. 

Annual ly, Folklorama attracts t housand s  of visitors, 
and I h ave n o  d oubt that 1 988 wi l l  see a festival which 
is  even bigger and better than ever. I wou ld therefore 
l ike to encourage all Members of the H ouse to celebrate 
our m ult icultural heritage by taking part i n Folklorama 
i n  1 988. 1 think I can speak for al l  Members of the 
H ouse when I comme nd the many d ed icated volunteers 
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who look after every d etail and program plan in each 
and every pavi l ion. 

Best wishes to the festival organizers for a successfu l 
two weeks. Thank you , M r. Speaker. 

Ms . Maureen Hemphill (Logan): We on this sid e  of 
the House would l ike to join with the Members of the 
Government to pay tribute and thank al l  of  the people 
involved in Folklorama. lt is i nd eed a mirror of what 
M anitoba is real ly al l  about. 

In Manitoba, as we al l  know, our minorit ies are now 
the majority. This is a showcase for all of them to not 
only d isplay their song, their food ,  their d ance and their 
cultural activities, but real ly i t  is an opportunity for us 
to share and to learn about each other. When we real ize 
that tolerance, und erstand ing and respect for everybod y  
from every ethnocultural community i s  one o f  the 
greatest chal lenges of our t ime in  terms of promoting 
peace, then we know that this is not just a cultural 
event. l t  is an event that goes a long way to help ing 
people appreciate and respect a l l  ethnocultural people. 

lt also is an economic tool, and I would l ike to suggest 
that th is is very important. lt attracts a g reat number 
of tourists. The tourist i nd ustry is present ly our th i rd 
i nd ustry in our province. I th ink ,  with the expansion of 
Folklorama and using this as a major showcase, that 
it can be one of the activities that wi l l  increase our 
tourist i nd ustry to becoming perhaps the N o. 1 i nd ustry 
in our province. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. S peaker : O n  t h e  p r o posed m o t i o n  of t h e  
H onourable Member for Lac du  Bonnet ( M r. Praznik) ,  

s tanding in  the na me of th e Honourable Member for 
D auphin  (Mr. Plohman), who has six minutes remain i ng. 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): T hank you very much,  
M r. Speaker. 

Yesterd ay in this House, we witnessed the spectacle 
of  the Conservat ive Government  a nd t h e  L i b er al 
O pposition V()ting ag ai nst the debate on C hurchi l l. 
Fol lowing that and at the same t ime, we h ad the First 
M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon) in Ottawa meeting with the Prime 
M i nister, and he has come back empty-handed on the 
i ssue of Churchi l l. He has come back with empty 
promises, with only a commitment by the Prime M i nister · 
that he wi l l  look into Church i l l 's  problems. I want to 
s ay that I th ink that is regrettable. What we need n ow 
at th is t ime is defin itive action and commitment. 

* ( 1 430) 

I note very clearly, and I th ink al l  the Members of 
th is House noted ,  that the First M in ister ( M r. Fi lmon),  
when report ing and then i n  response to questions that 
were asked ,  d id  not g ive any ind ication that the Prime 
M i nister d irected anyone to d o  anyth ing with regard 
to Churchi l l. Al l  he said is that he would look into it. 

I asked where has he been for the last four years. 
H is D eputy Prime Minister was a former M i nister of 
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Transport, M r. M azankowski .  The former M i n ister of 
Transport knows fu l l  well the p l ight  of Church i l l  and 
the difficulties that we have faced as a province in  
br inging to the attention of th e  powers that be  i n  th is  
country that Churchi l l  should be playing a more major 
role in  the transport of grain for export in  this country. 
Yet that D eputy Prime Min ister has obviously not raised 
this issue with the Prime Min ister of this country because 
now, a t  th is late d ate, when the season should be 
sta rting, he is n ow going to start to look into th is 
problem. 

I th ink that i nd icates even m ore why we needed an 
al l-Party d ebate yesterday and why we need an al l
Party committee, a d elegat ion to meet with officials in 
Ottawa to let them know that we h ave a u nited voice 
on this is sue, that we will stand u p  and we will not put 
up with the k ind of u nfair t reatment that the federal 
Goverllrnent u n der Brian Mu l roney has been giv ing 
Manitoba wh en i t  comes to Church i l l .  

I noticed the  Prime Minister stand ing there p om pously 
while in a picture-taking sess ion with the Premier (Mr. 
F i lmon) and then saying pompously and surely that t he 
Meech Lake Accord was going to be passed i n  this 
country. When he says that arrogantly, he is  taking a 
lot of people for g ranted .  He is taking a lot of Members 
on thiS s ide of the Hous e  for g ranted, and I resent my 
vote on that iss ue being taken for granted by t hat Prime 
Min is ter as he ignores the need s  of this province. I am 
not going to put up wit h  that and he bet ter get that 
mess age. 

I want to clos e  with a couple of comments about 
fairness by th is G overnment, because we see the same 
lack of und erstand ing  by this Government fo r northern 
and remote communities i n  this Province as we see 
by Ottawa bureaucrats and Conserv at ive pol it icians i n  
Ottawa for Manitoba's needs. We see t h e  same k i n d  
of treatment, t h e  same k ind of atti tud e. N ow let us just 
look at th is .  

The northern communit ies have been told that they 
h ave to raise 50 percent of the d ol lars need ed for any 
community projects under the N orthern Commun ity 
Assets Program. I say that ind icates, insofar as t h is 
G o ve r n m e n t  i s  c o n cerned , a c o m plete lack of  
u n derstan d i n g  o r  a comp lete ly  u ncar ing  att i t u d e  
toward s  these communities. Many o f  these communit ies 
do not have employment. They have no wealth in those 
communities; t hey have no opportunity for jobs; and 
yet t hey are n ow faced with the tremendous chal lenge 
of having to raise 50 percent for commun ity projects 
that clearly shows the priorit ies of th is  Government. 
They want to see al l  of that money going into southern 
Manitoba and other areas where they have the wealth ,  
a n d  they want to keep those people w h o  do not have 
jobs and economic activity d own where they are at the 
p resent t ime, to doom them to  no development. I s ay 
that d em onstrates clearly that th is  Government, t hese 
M LAs who sit there and gr in  and snicker about th is 
very serious issue, it  shows how much they care about 
northern communities. I th ink that is sad and that is 
regrettable. 

I n  the d ays and months ahead , we are going to point 
out again and again where th is G overn ment is u nfair, 
where its priorities l ie with big busi ness and removal 
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of the payroll tax to sat isfy their friends in the banks ,  
i n  the oi l  companies ,  i n  the insurance companies and 
not those people who need it mos t. Those average 
Manitobans who need the assistance and help most, 
that is not going to be their priority. We are going to 
point that out to the people of Manitoba over and over 
again,  and we are going to ask th is Liberal Opposition 
to join with us  on  every possible occasion to point out 
the unfairnesses of th is Conservative Government and 
their  lack of pr iorities for average M an itobans. Then 
down the chute t hey go,  as th e Member for l nterlake 
(Mr. Uruski) said .  This is what we pledge ourselves to 
doing to ensure fairness for al l  Manitobans. 

Hon. Jim Ernst ( Min ister  of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism): Let me join with those who have spoken 
b efore me in offering my congratulations to you , Sir, 
on your elect ion to the office of Speaker. I have had 
the p rivi lege of knowing you since 1986 when we first 
came into th is House together, and it  has been -
( Interjection)- yes, it d oes seem l i ke centuries. But I 
must say, S i r, that I have had the privi lege of knowing 
you and working with you i n  that t ime and I k now, 
based on that experience, t hat you wi l l  do an excel lent 
job. You wi l l  pro vid e fair and i mpartial treatment in the 
H ouse and you will carry out your dut ies in a very 
exemplary manner. 

I also wish to make note for the Members of the 
H ouse t h at it was a P ro g ressive C o n servat ive 
Government i n  Manitoba that first elected a b i l ingual 
Sp eaker i n  this House. I think that is someth ing of 
which we should be very proud .  You ,  Sir, are the first 
b i l i ngual S peaker to have presided over th is Chamber. 
lt is someth ing perhaps that has been long overdue, 
and again my congratulations on your appointment. 

An Honourable Member: Now talk to him in  French. 

Mr. Ernst: I wish that I co u ld carry out those same 
words in the other off icial language of this country, and 
I regret t hat I am not able to do that. Perhaps some 
d ay I will have the fac i l ity to carry out that, and I wi l l  
look forward to that day. 

I also want to offer my congratulations to the new 
D eputy S peaker of the Hous e, the Member for Seven 
Oaks ( M r. M inenko). I am s ure under your guidance 
that he wi l l  be able to carry out those duties of D eputy 
Speaker in a fair and exemplary manner as wel l .  

I want to jo in those who have s poken before me as 
well in offering my congratulations both to thos e  new 
Members who are elected to the Hous e  for the f irs t  
t ime, o n  both sides ,  and also t o  those who have been 
re-elected and chosen again by their constituents to 
represent them in  th is Chamber. lt is a thankless job 
for those of us who have been involved in  pol it ics for 
a long t ime, and those who are newly elected wi l l  soon 
come to know that very often it  is a very thankless job 
and one that requ i res some considerable perseverance 
i n  order to carry out those dut ies and d esires expected 
by their constituents. 

I also want to congratu late my colleagues of the 
E xecutive Counci l  for their appointments. We are t rying 
as a Cabinet to carry out the wishes of the people of 
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Manitoba, to l iv e  up  to those expectations, those 
promises that were mad e  d uring the election campaign 
by my Lead er and by our Party, and we wi l l  carry out 
those as quickly and as efficiently as we possibly can. 

* ( 1 440) 

I w o u ld b e  remiss  i f  I d id not offer also my 
c o n g rat u l at i o n s  to  the n ew Lead er of  t h e  N ew 
D emocratic Party. Just after the fall of the Pawley 
Gov ernment, there was a lead ership campaign  that took 
place d ur ing the elect ion writ period .  Mr D oer was 
elected to that post, and I offer my congratulations to 
h im and wish h im wel l ,  but not too much success in 
the d ays and weeks to come. 

I would also be remiss if  I d id not congratulate my 
colleagues, the Member for Lac d u  Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) 
and the Member for M inned osa (Mr. G i l leshammer) who 
mov ed and second ed the Throne Speech d ebate. I 
th ink ,  in their maid en speeches in th is H ouse, that they 
well represented the position of the Gov ernment, their 
own positions, and an outl ine of their constituencies, 
an i nd ication of the k ind  of quality backbenchers that 
we hav e  on th is s id e  of the H ouse and the new blood 
that has come i n  that wi l l  carry on the Progressiv e  
Conserv at iv e  Party for many years t o  come. 

I also want to thank the people of Charleswood for 
hav ing  returned me once again as their representativ e. 
The g reat constituency of Charleswood and the people 
of that commun ity well know that the need s  of that 
community and the Prov ince of Manitoba would be well 
serv ed with a Progressiv e  Conserv ativ e  G ov ernment. 
I thank them for that confid ence once again ,  and look 
forward to serv in g  them for many years to come. 

The Throne S peech that we heard the other d ay is 
now a plan of th is Gov ernment as to what it intend s  
t o  d o  i n  the coming weeks and months. l t  is  a d el iv ery 
of our election promises, those th ings that we said to 
the people of Manitoba, those things that we put forward 
to them and said ,  this is what we wi l l  d o  if we become 
a G ov ernment in this prov ince. These are the k ind s  of 
programs that we wi l l  carry out. These are the th ings 
that wi l l  happen if we become the G ov ernment of 
M anitoba. 

Although it  is a m inority G ov ernment, the fact st i l l  
remains that we are the Gov ern ment of Manitoba and 
that we wi l l  carry out those th ings we said we would 
carry out. We wil l  b r i ng  those th ings that are necessary 
for legislation forward to this Chamber, and i t  wi l l  be 
up to all Members to d ecid e  whether those programs 
are good or bad. If those programs that are brought 
forward in this Chamber are not accepted by a majority 
of the Members of th is H ouse, then those who choose 
not to support those measures wi l l  face the wrath of 
the people of Manitoba. 

The prev ious Govern ment in this prov ince left the 
prov i nce in a shambles. First of al l , their G ov ernment 
was d efeated on March 8 ,  1 988. Their Lead er resigned 
the next day after he called an election, and the financial 
shambles in this prov ince also is someth ing to behold .  
lt was for those reasons that the people of Manitoba 
rejected the New D emocratic Party G ov ernment and 
said to them, we d o  not want you to gov ern th is prov ince 
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any longer. We want a change, we want some financial 
responsibi l ity, we want Crown corporations brought 
u nder some kind of control .  That is exactly what this 
Gov ernment is  i ntend ing to do. 

The New D emocratic Party Gov ernment left us with 
a huge financial d ebt i n  this prov ince, a d ebt that is 
a burd en upon all taxpayers in  this prov ince and a 
burden on those yet to be born in th is prov ince. They, 
as they enter this world , are going to be responsible 
for a d ebt of some $ 1 0,000.00. For every new baby 
who comes into th is world ,  $ 1 0,000 is what that baby 
owes u pon its arriv al here in  Manitoba. 

We hav e  had u ncontrolled spending by the prev ious 
Gov ernment. We hav e  had massiv e  tax increases. You 
wil l  remember, in 1 987, the Budget of 1 987 that br ought 
i n  horrend ous tax increases al l  across ev ery spectrum 
of the Prov ince of Manitoba, tax i ncreases that the 
people of Manitoba rejected on Apri l  26,  1 988. lt is 
the intention of th is Gov ernment to remov e  some of 
those taxes i n  an ord erly manner and i n  an attempt 
ov er the longer term - and it is going to be the longer 
term, unfortunately, because of the kind of financial 
problems that we are facing in this prov ince. l t  is going 
to be the longer term that it is going to take in  ord er 
to remov e  those burd ensome taxes. 

We hav e  seen the Crown corporations in the k ind of 
d isarray that has been well d ocumented . We saw the 
k i nd of Autopac increases that really were the straw 
that broke the camel 's back , regard less of the k ind of 
manipu lations that had tried to hav e  been brought i n  
prior t o  t h e  implementation o f  Autopac rates in  January 
of 1 988. That legacy threatens our v ery existence. lt 
threatens the existence of this prov ince, of the taxpayers 
of th is prov ince, because of the v ery burd ensome 
financial burd en that they hav e  to bear. 

There was a need ,  and it has been d emonstrated 
and confirmed by the electorate in th is prov ince, a 
need for a change, a need for some financial contro l ,  
a need for  a sensible, reasonable approach to the 
Gov ernment of Manitoba, a need for  a v oice of reason 
and a need for a l ittle common sense in d eal ing with 
programs that serv ice the people of th is prov ince and 
the rev enues by which they are paid .  

The program out l ined i n  the Throne Speech is that 
breath of fresh air. lt is that signal to the people of 
Manitoba that, in fact, th is Gov ernment is going to 
attempt to do just that. We are not perfect and we may 
not be able to ach iev e  al l  of the goals that we h av e  
set for ourselv es, but i t  i s  wrong for u s  not to try. l t  
is wrong not to attem pt to d el iv er on those promises, 
to d el iv er on the k ind s  of suggestions and promises 
that we mad e  to the people of M anitoba. We are going 
to try and we are going to try our d arned est to ensure 
that we can d el iv er those programs and del iv er on the 
k ind s  of th ings that we told the people of Manitoba 
we would put into place. 

M r. Speaker, the people of Manitoba should know 
that the ship of state is u nd er control, that the ship of 
state now has a rudd er, one that it has been without 
for the past fiv e or six years. We are back o n  course, 
and we are attempting to prov id e  good Gov ernment, 
reasonable G ov ernment, common-sense Gov ernment 
to the people of Manitoba. 
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During the previous Session and during the campaign, 
we called u pon the Government and told the people 
of Manitoba, if  we became the Government, we would 
bring i n  a reduction i n  the size and cost of Government. 
Those promises were echoed by the Leader of the 
Opposi t i o n ,  and she sa i d t hat i t  was r e d u c e  t h e  
b ureaucracy not programs to people, to c u t  down o n  
t h e  size o f  t h e  Civi l  Service, to reduce t h e  heavy cost 
of the bureaucracy, yet sti l l  maintain those programs 
that people want and need and should have in the 
Province of Manitoba. 

I am proud to say and I am proud to stand here in 
this Chamber and tell the Members of this House that 
was one of the first priorit ies when I became a Member 
of the Execut ive Counci l .  When I was appointed by the 
Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) to be the M i nister of Industry, 
Trade and Tech nology and the M i nister of Business 
Development and Tourism, I became patently aware 
very quickly that those two departments ought not 
necessarily to operate independently and separately 
with a whole separate bureaucracy for each . 

M r. Speaker, when I became the Min ister, it became 
obvious and I put officials to work immediately on the 
process of attempting to amalgamate and integrate 
those two departments so that we can get rid of some 
of that  b u reaucracy, so t h at we can stream l i n e  
Government, s o  t hat w e  can cut down o n  the heavy 
load and free up more money that would  be avai lable 
for the programs that are so necessary for us to carry 
out the function in that department. 

So we did that and, as was announced in  the Throne 
Speech,  the departments have now been amalgamated 
into the Department of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
not to say at al l  that any of the programs have been 
d iminished because they have not. What has been 
d imin ished is the cost of the bureaucracy. We have 
removed , first of al l ,  one set of senior management 
costs that will d isappear with the amalgamation of the 
department. That is not to say at al l  that the person 
who had occupied the job of Deputy M inister did not 
do  a good job, for he had, and he  had been very helpful 
to me dur ing t hat t ime that the two departments 
operated independently. As a m atter of fact, the staff 
throughout the department had been very helpfu l ,  had 
g iven me very good explanations of how the department 
fu nct i o n ed a n d  res p o n d e d  to my i n q u i r ies  a n d  
q uestions, h a d  ind icated a n d  h a d  carried out their 
programs, I am sure, to the best of their abi l i t ies. For 
that, I thank them. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate because, in  the process 
of amalgamation of th is department, some jobs are 
going to be lost. But qu ite frank ly, you cannot reduce 
the size of the bureaucracy without having some job 
loss. So there will be 34 jobs lost i n  the amalgamation 
of those two departments. S ixteen jobs of those 34 
were term posit ions, posit ions where the employees 
h a d  expected to h ave,  at s o m e  p o i n t ,  t h e i r  j o b  
d iscont inued . They were there for a specific term . I 
extended those terms unt i l  the end of August so that 
they would have at least a reasonable t ime to plan what 
t hey c o u l d  for t h e i r  f u t u r e  beyon d  t h e  d ate of  
termination. M r. Speaker, 1 8  of  those people are long
term Government employees and are covered under 
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t h e  Man itoba G overnment  Emp loyees ' Associat ion 
agreement. There w i l l  be no l ayoffs for  those people, 
but they wi l l  be reassigned somewhere else in the Civi l  
Service. 

* ( 1450) 

I might point out also that the personnel officer for 
that department, M iss Sophie Zyl ich ,  has done yeoman 
service in  attempting to make sure that those people 
are placed in  jobs qu ickly so that their productivity is 
not damaged and that their self-worth is not damaged 
in the process, that they are able to carry on as good 
functioning civi l  servants in th is province and provide 
good work for the tax dol lars that g o  to pay them. 

So I th ink it  has to be pointed out that the k ind of 
hardshi p  that comes from an amalgamation has to be 
borne sometimes if we are going to carry out those 
concerns. At the same t ime, it should not be said that 
we wi l l  go wi l ly-ni l ly cutt ing staff here and there and 
everywhere. That is not the way of a Progressive 
Conservative Government. We are attempting to find 
positions for those term employees as a matter of fact 
but ,  as a responsible G overnment, and the fact that 
we are attempting to f ind positions for those term 
employees, people who have been with the Govern ment 
but who wi l l  be unemployed as of the end of August, 
we do feel for these people and we are concerned . We 
do want to carry out as much job search and job 
assistance work as we possibly can to ensure that t hey 
do carry on with their l ives. 

The e li m ination in  the department, as I said ,  was in 
the bureaucratic,  not the program end.  We reduced 
cost of the senior management, as I indicated . We 
reduced dup l ications i n  the area of strategic planning.  
We reduced staff in  the Department of Communications. 
There are two programs of communication in the 
p r o v i n c i a l  Gove r n m e n t :  N o .  1 ,  a very leg i t i m ate 
communications program to transmit i nformation to 
d evelop the l iterature and other matters relat ing to 
programs that  are offered to the pub l ic .  That is a 
legit imate communications function and that is one that 
should be and is being continued . We had the pol it ical 
hacks and flacks of the NDP there previously, those 
communicators who ran around trying to prop up their  
Premier (Mr. Pawley), their Cabinet Ministers and i ndeed 
the other Members of their Party. Those leg i t imate 
communications functions with in  the department are 
being carried on. They are being carried on by very 
competent staff and we look forward to receiving the ir  
work i n  due course. There was also some dupl ication 
i n  financial admin istrat ion an-:! that also has been 
e l im inated . 

A lso  on t h e  p rogram s i d e ,  t h e  i nteg rat ion  o f  
department functions w i l l  see an increased program 
del ivery because they wil l have, f i rst of al l ,  more money 
avai lable to them to carry out the program functions. 
With the real ignment of the departments, we wi l l  see 
that those program functions w i l l  be del ivered to the 
people of Manitoba on a much better basis than was 
carried on in the past, particu larly where the two 
departments had confl icts in terms of their del ivery 
roles with i n  the economic development port ion of the 
portfol io .  
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We are going to restructure that program del ivery 
so that all programs are avai lable to all businesses in  
M a n i t o b a ,  so t h a t  we are a b l e  t o  prov ide  t h ose 
businesses with assistance for a l l  Manitobans and not 
segregate them, one on a large business basis and 
one on a small  business basis. Those programs wil l  be 
integrated under new financial programs, a d ivision of 
the new department, so that they will be able to del iver 
those programs, as I said, to al l  Manitobans. 

With the new thrust in  tourism, we wi l l  be appointing 
an assistant Deputy M i nister to operate on a ful l-t ime 
basis in  the department to run the tourism aspects of 
the department. This is a $700 mi l l ion industry. There 
are 18 ,000 jobs associated with tourism in this province. 
The previous G overnment paid little but lip service to 
that particular portfol io in  the past , and it  is  our 
Government that has said we wi l l  provide a new 
emphasis on tourism. We will provide a new d i rection 
i n  tourism. We wi l l  provide addit ional resources to 
tourism that will be announced later in  the Budget, and 
we will have a new focus in  an attempt to revital ize 
and maintain this very valuable industry in  the Province 
of M anitoba. 

We have also seen some addit ional work in the area 
of  d e pa r t m e n t al a m a l g a m a t i o n s .  C o n s u m e r  a n d  
Corporate Affairs a n d  Cooperative Development have 
been amalgamated into a new department . Labour and 
Environment, Workplace Safety and Health have been 
a m a l g a m ated  i n t o  a new d e part m e n t .  T h ose 
departments wi l l  now be leaner, meaner and tougher 
and be able to deliver programs to the people of 
Manitoba instead of delivering programs and money 
to themselves. 

A reduced b ureaucracy will make them work a l ittle 
harder perhaps, but I know and I have faith in  the 
people who work for this Government that they wi l l  
carry out those programs. They wi l l  carry on their jobs 
and they wi l l  del iver the programs to the people of 
Manitoba in  a way that I th ink will make al l  of us proud 
and make us al l  very happy. Of course, the happiest 
will be the taxpayer because he will not have to continue 
to pay those addit ional costs of the bureaucracy in  
G overnment i n  the  days to come. 

Our Government is committed to openness and 
accou n t a b i l i ty. We i n d icated d ur i n g  the e lect i o n  
campaign that w e  would b e  open, w e  would  b e  available 
to people, that we would  meet with them, consult with 
them. We want to hear what they want to see happen 
in their Government. 

Let me tel l  you that i n  my case, in  the last 90 days, 
I have met with 84 g roups of people or ind ividuals on 
specific d i fferent issues. That d oes not count our staff 
meet ings ,  staff br iefin g s ,  meet i n g  w i th  my fel low 
Execut ive Counc i l  M e m bers i n  Treasu ry Board or  
Cabinet, does not  count any  of  those meetings. That 
is  84 separate meetings with people from across th is 
p rovince, trying to f ind out what their  concerns are, 
what  t h e i r  needs  are .  That  is the k i n d  o f  open 
Government that th is  Government provides i n  the 
Province of Manitoba. 

As well ,  for the f irst t ime, the only time in  three years, 
we are going to see The Freedom of I nformation Act 
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publ ished , proclaimed in the Province of Manitoba. The 
previous Government sat on it for two-and-a-half years. 
When the Act was passed, they came before the House 
and said how great it was and they were going to provide 
open Government. They were going to have al l  of this 
great Freedom of Information Act brought forward, and 
they sat on it for two-and-a-half years. Two-and-a-half 
years they neglected it; two-and-a-half years they did 
not proclaim that Act. With in 1 20 days of our being in 
office, that Act wi l l  be in  force. I want to tel l  the people 
of Manitoba and the Members of this House, that is 
the kind of thing you can expect from our Government. 

The question of the timing of this Session in  the 
hottest months of the year is another ind ication of the 
kind of openness and concern that this Government 
has for the people of Manitoba. We have been operating 
for  t h e  l ast 90 or  so d ays o n  Spec ia l  Wa rrants , 
something that we severely criticized when we were in  
Opposition, something that we thought was not correct, 
that the people of Manitoba and the Legislature of 
Manitoba should have an opportunity to deal with the 
Est i m ates of Expe n d i t u res and the Est i m ates of 
Revenue before this House. We cal led this Session 
because we wanted the Legislature to come and sit, 
because we wanted all Members to have the opportunity 
of reviewing the Est imates of this Government. 

* ( 1 500) 

lt  is not fair to anyone, to the taxpayer or to the 
other Members of this House to carry on governing by 
Special Warrant unti l  September or October when, quite 
frank ly, I might have been a l ittle more comfortable, 
having had just that much more time to spend in 
becoming fami l iar with my portfol io. But I must say 
that my colleagues and I decided that we must come 
into the House as qu ickly as we can to provide that 
opportunity for all Members to deal with the Budget, 
so that the Province of Manitoba wil l  have an official 
f inancial plan, one that we al l  collectively wi l l  be able 
to adopt, and one which the people of the Province of 
M anitoba hopefu l ly wi l l  see a new d i rection i n .  

My colleague, t h e  Min ister o f  Finance ( M r. Manness) 
wi l l ,  in a week or so, be able to present that document 
to the House, and I can assure you that he has worked 
very long and hard in the preparation of that document, 
and one I think which wi l l  u l t imately be wel l  accepted 
by the people of Manitoba. 

The first principal concern of this Government has 
to be the economy of the province. Under the N D P,  we 
had job creation by debt. The NDP, under their previous 
Government, were very proud and told everyone who 
woul d  l isten what a g reat rate of unemployment we 
had in  this province, and they were right. They were 
r i g h t  to say that  t h ey d i d  h ave one  of t h e  best 
unemployment rates in  the country. But we have to 
look at how they arrived at that. We have to look at 
how they got that low unemployment rate. What d id  
they do? They borrowed money in  order to create short
term jobs, in order to create interim ,  short-term types 
of jobs, and they created a massive debt, one that we 
are al l  going to have to bear for years to come. The 
problem is, the jobs are gone. The jobs are gone and 
we sti l l  have the debt,  and we sti l l  have to pay it back . 
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Each one us is going to have to reach into their pockets, 
and every single person in the p rovince is going to h ave 
to reach into their  pocket to pay back that debt -
some $ 10,000 for every man,  woman and ch i ld  in the 
province. 

But our outlook is a l ittle d ifferent.  We th ink ,  q u ite 
frankly, that the private sector  creates long-term jobs. 
We think that is the area we should go in .  We do not 
think we should go out and borrow money to create 
those short-term i nterim jobs. We th ink  we should 
encourage the private sector to create those jobs, 
because t rad i t i o n a l l y  t h o se s m a l l  b u s i n esses i n  
Manitoba for many, many years have created most, if 
not all , of the jobs i n  the Province of M an itoba, outside 
of Government. 

We need to encourage them. We need to say to the 
business community i n  th is  province, we want you to 
be here. We do not th ink p rofit is  a bad word.  We want 
your jobs, and we want you to th ink that we do care, 
and we are i nterested , and we are prepared to  do 
something about it .  We are prepared to put our money 
where our mouth is. We are going to do that. 

We are g o i n g  t o  start to p h ase out the m ost 
retrogressive tax that has ever been i mplemented i n  
t h i s  province, a n d  that is t h e  payrol l  tax. We are going 
to phase that out just as q uickly as we can to say as 
a signal to business i n  M anitoba, to those people who 
create the long-term jobs, who create the tax revenues 
from the personal i ncome taxes of the employees and 
from the corporate taxes of the company, the money 
that is necessary to pay for t hose very much needed 
social ,  educational ,  and health care programs that we 
have come to enjoy in this province, and that we want 
to see continue and g row and be enhanced.  

By phasing out that payroll tax, it is a s ignal  to those 
private businesses that we are i nterested in having them 
here and we are i nterested i n  h aving them create those 
jobs which are necessary in the long term for the people 
of this province. lt is a signal to entrepreneurs r ight 
across the province that we are no longer going to 
consider them as milk cows. That has been the att itude 
of the previous Government for a very long t ime,  that 
business was only there to be mi lked , that somehow 
by some magical formula they rake in al l  k inds ol m i l l ions 
of dol lars, and that none of it ever f i ltered back to the 
publ ic.  Somehow they h id  it or  squ irrelled it away or 
sh ipped it  out of the country or whatever they did with 
it. 

We know. Any th ink ing ,  reasonable person knows. 
They pay their taxes, they create those jobs. Their 
employees pay their taxes, and that is where the money 
comes from to run the province. lt does not come from 
borrowing i t  i n  Sweden,  or i n  Geneva, or i n  Tokyo, or 
in Germany. The money comes from the people of 
M anitoba. lt  is about t ime that we learned , and i t  is 
about t ime we started to operate ourselves on the basis 
that l iv ing with in  our means is the goal for the people 
of M an itoba and for the G overnment, certainly, of 
M anitoba. 

We are also prepared to enter i nto a new phase of 
job assistance in rural Manitoba. Presently, there exists 
a number of rural development corporations throughout 
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the p rovince. Those rural development corporat ions 
have in the past provided service to a variety o! ru ral 
areas in an attempt to gain industry for those areas. 

M r. Speaker, we have a new look. We have created 
a Rural Development Committee of Cabinet. That Rural 
Deve lopment Comm ittee of Cabi net w i l l  deal wi th  
questions of  rural development or provide a new focus. 
We wi l l ,  under the amalgamation of our departments, 
provide a staff i ndividual to l iaise d i rectly with those 
rural development corporations. We wi l l  be provid ing 
a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  for  t h ose r ural d eve l o p m e n t  
corporations s o  that w e  see businesses locate n o t  just 
in Winn ipeg but to stop the drain from rural Manitoba, 
to stop those people who are leaving rural communities 
to have to come to Winn ipeg or other urban centres 
to try and f ind a job.  

We th ink t hey deserve the r ight to l ive in  those 
comm u n it ies in which they were born and raised . We 
th ink they ought to have that opportun ity. We th ink 
that ,  with some e x p a n d e d  work w it h i n  the r u ral  
development corporations, with some add itional funding 
and some addit ional focus and a d irect hands-on 
approach by Cabinet, we will be able to foster some 
addi t ional businesses in t hose rural communities and 
provide those long-term jobs for the people who l ive 
there. 

As we said in  our campaign address, we are also 
going to open an office in  Ottawa, a procurement office, 
one where our employees in t hat office wi l l  be able to 
lobby the federal Government on a dai ly basis, on an 
ind ividual basis, for our share of the Government 
procurement  cont racts t h at emanate  f rom t h e  
Department o f  Supply a n d  Services a n d  t h e  Department 
of National Defence. We want to see addit ional funds 
coming to Manitoba businesses, and we wi l l  be there 
in  Ottawa on a ful l-t ime basis to provide that add it ional 
service in our Trade Branch for the people of Manitoba 
and the businesses of Manitoba. 

As well we know that, i n  Ottawa, lobby groups, ours 
included , of every k ind and description locate in Ottawa. 
Very often, those organizations have annual conventions 
and we think our office there can also promote Winn ipeg 
as a tourism locat ion,  as a convention locat ion.  We 
have a very f ine Convent ion Centre i n  th is city, one 
that can handle almost any major convention that is 
held in the country, and we know that they travel about 
the country having those conventions. We th ink  our 
employees in Ottawa will have an opportun ity to go 
and lobby those people d i rectly to ensure we get our 
fair share of that business as wel l .  

We are also committed to  reducing in terprovincial  
trade barriers in  th is country. I f  we are going to have 
a Free Trade Agreement with the United States, surely 
to goodness, we can get along with ourselves internal iy 
i n  Canada. Surely to goodness, the businesses i n  
Manitoba ought t o  b e  able t o  compete with businesses 
in O nt a r i o  a n d  b u s i n esses i n  B . C f  We o u g h t  to  
col lectively be ab le  to in terchange our  borders and not 
have protective pol icies in place that w i l l  prevent that 
from occurr ing.  

This Government is  committed to that end. I attended , 
in the midd le of June,  a meet ing of In ternal Trade 
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M i nisters in Ottawa. I ,  quite frankly, was d isappointed 
at the att itude of some of my colleagues from across 
the country. lt d oes not really matter what political stripe 
they have - it does not really matter - but that is 
a very, very unfortunate situat ion.  

This Government, I can assure you, is committed to 
the reduction of those trade barriers. We wil l  be meeting 
with Trade M i nisters again this fall in  an attempt once 
more to meet at least some measure of movement with 
respect to in ternal t rade, agriculture and Government 
procurement being j ust two areas where we need to 
have to ensure that we have no i nterprovincial trade 
barriers. 

I am very proud of the way the City of Winn ipeg acted 
just recently in deal ing with the question of purchase 
of transit buses. lt is very easy to have said ,  sure, we 
wi l l  buy the buses from the people in Win n i peg because 
they are the people who are paying taxes here and 
they are the people who are creating jobs here. lt  is 
very easy to say we should stay at home and buy those 
buses even i f  they cost a l itt le more. But to their credit ,  
the City Counci l  of the City of Winn ipeg chose not the 
easy avenue. They chose the tough one, but the one 
that is right for this country and for this province. 

M an itoba is  a net exporter of a great many th ings. 
Tal e n t ,  we h ave p rofess iona ls  here .  We h ave a 
profess iona l  base i n  Man i toba the e n vy of many 
provinces across the  country. We have it here not 
because there is  enough business i n  Manitoba just for 
them but because they are able to export their expert ise 
throughout the rest of the country and across the world .  
We can be very proud of  that very responsible and 
very p rofessional group of  people. We need to have 
that i nternal trade barrier broken down and,  q uite 
frankly, yes, we need to have Flyer Industries b idd ing 
on buses i n  Quebec. I had the d iscussion wi th  my 
counterpart i n  Quebec, the Honourable Daniel Johnson, 
and it  did not fall upon deaf ears. I am hopeful i n  t ime 
that we wi l l  be able to negotiate some of those k inds 
of things so that  those barriers wi l l  be reduced and 
that our businesses in  Manitoba wil l  be able to compete 
in  the rest of the country as they will be able to compete 
in Manitoba. 

* ( 1 5 10 )  

Severa l  years  ago ,  t h e  N e w  Democrat i c  Party  
Government introduced a resolution in to  th is  H ouse 
saying that Manitoba would become a nuclear weapons 
free zone. 1t was their Government who stood up and 
pounded their chests to say that ,  as a nuclear weapons 
free zone, Manitoba was going to be the envy of the 
country, that they would have nothing to do with the 
forces of death and destruction i n  this country. Within 
months of that resolution having passed, the Premier 
of the Day ( M r. Pawley) stood u p  and condemned the 
federal G overnment for having  sent the repair work on 
the C F- 1 8, that weapon of death and destruction ,  to 
Montreal instead of br inging it to Winnipeg . That 
Premier stood up and pounded his chest loudly and 
took delegations to Ottawa and was on television day 
after day after d ay tel l ing the people of Manitoba h ow 
terrib le it was that the CF- 1 8  repair work had gone to 
Montreal . I agree with my honourable friend to say that 
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the  actions of  the  federal G overn ment there on  that 
specific issue, choosing between Manitoba and Quebec, 
that decision was in  error. But what is wrong, and the 
k ind of th ing that abhors me, that that Premier of the 
New Democratic Party was a hypocrite in  the sense 
that when he said that this weapon of death and 
destruction, this nuclear weapons free zone does -
in my view his actions were hypocritical, and I would 
l ike to read to you a couple of memos that I have 
u n covere d  s i n ce becom i n g  t h e  M i n ister  of m y  
department. 

A memo from the Honourab le  Eugene Kostyra,  
M inister of Industry, Trade and Technology, to the 
Deputy M i nister, dated August 23,  1 985.  Let me point 
out that the decision on the CF- 1 8  was made in 
November of 1 986. This is now August 23, 1 985, and 
let  me quote: "Our department wi l l  exercise caut ion 
in  order to avoid faci l itat ing or providing any financial 
or promotional support to any in it iative that may have 
any d i rect mi l itary impl icat ions." 

Now I ask Members of th is House how that Premier 
( M r. Pawley) c o u l d  h ave stood up in p u b l i c  a n d  
condemned the federal Government for not having the 
CF- 1 8  being repaired here when his Min ister was 
provid ing that k ind of information to his Deputy and 
to his department. 

Then I would l ike to quote from a further document, 
a letter by the self-same Premier of the Day, the 
Honourable H oward Pawley, and let me quote th is :  
"The G overnment does not now, and wil l  not ,  provide 
f inanc ia l  s u p port for projects  wi th  d i rect m i l i t ary 
impl ications. In applying th is pol icy, we real ize i t  is  
somewhat d ifficult to d raw sharp d istinctions between 
non-mi l itary and d i rect m i l itary app l icat ions.  M an y  
products a s  d iverse a s  canvas tents a n d  Jet Warcraft 
Engines have both civi l ian and mi l itary uses, and the 
u l t i mate use is  sometimes d iff icu l t  to  d eterm i n e .  
Because o f  these grey areas, o u r  M inister o f  Industry 
a n d  Tra d e  i s  b r i efed i n  a l l  i n stances where t h e  
Government might become involved in  a project with 
a mi l itary l ink. The M inister is responsible for making 
a judgment i n  any unclear case and has the option of 
tak ing the decision to Cabinet . "  

B u t  Let me say this, y o u  heard what t h e  Min ister 
said to h is deputy some two years before the Premier 
wrote this letter. I may say also that the defense product 
sector covers a wide range of mi l i tary and non-mi l itary 
products purchased by Canada, purchased by the USA 
and purchased by our NATO al l ies. I n  Manitoba, this -
sector comprises 70 firms with a total annual sales i n  
excess of $300 mi l l ion.  T h i s  sector o f  t h e  business, 
that previous G overnment refused to accept, ignored 
it and, as a matter of fact, pu l led out any k ind  of 
assistance for those people. 

I n terest i n g ly enough ,  a l most 90 percent of t h i s  
business i s  shared amongst four suppliers. Guess who? 
Bristol Aerospace, the very company that Premier ( M r. 
Pawley) had stood up and complained about the CF-
18 about is now saying,  and h is M inister is saying  in 
these memos, as I have quoted , they wanted noth ing 
to do with  them.  They d id  not care about them at  a l l ;  
they would not help them get those kinds of contracts. 
That is the kind of hypocritical action that I saw in that 
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Premier, N inety percent of th is  business is shared 
amongst fou r  suppl iers: Bristol Aerospace, Standard 
Aero, Boeing and U nisys, and encompasses overhau l ,  
maintenance a n d  parts a s  well a s  on-board computers 
for those aircraft that are m aintained . 

The volume of business avai lable by a Canadian and 
U . S .  d efen ce agency s pe n d i ng i n  al l  categ or ies ,  
including non-mi litary items, is  i mmense as  you can 
appreciate. A realistic est imate by my department for 
business in Manitoba for those k inds of industries, the 
ones that previous Government ignored , is $ 1  b i l l ion ,  
a reasonable estimate of the k ind of business avai lable 
to M anitobans that were shut out because of the 
ph i losophical k ind of positions that were taken by that 
previous Government. 

lt was on the third day in my job as Min ister of 
Industry, Trade and Technology that I d iscovered this 
pol icy, that the officials in the Trade Branch and the 
Industry Branch of the department came to me and 
said , th is is  the policy of the Government. Are we able 
to do something different under your admin istrat ion? 
And I said ,  you bet.  I said ,  from today on ,  M an itoba 
is  open for business. Manitobans are able to compete 
in the marketplace for defense contracts and,  heaven's  
name,  i f  they want to bui ld  nuclear submarines i n  
Manitoba then, g reat, let us b u i l d  them here. B u t  those 
are the kind of things we went to see. Those are the 
kinds of business opportunities we th ink people in 
Manitoba should h ave. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to prolong the debate 
except to say this, that the Free Trade Agreement wi l l  
be the subject of further debate in  this House at another 
time, and I will reserve my comments at that t ime. 
Thank you. 

M r. Mark M i n e n ko ( S even Oaks) :  M erci , M .  l e  
presidente, je tiens a vous fel iciter de votre nomination 
au poste de president. C 'est u n  honneur pour moi 
d 'avoir ete choisi ,  et i l  me fera plaisir de travai l ler avec 
dignite avec vous, M. le president. 

(Translation) 

Thank you , M r. Speaker. I would like to congratulate 
you on your appointment to the position of Speaker. 
lt is an honour for me to h ave been chosen to work 
with you, and I look forward to doing so with d ign i ty. 

I would further l ike to thank the Members of th is 
H ouse for electing me as their  Deputy S peaker. lt is 
i ndeed a special honour to h ave been elected to th is 
position,  as I understand that it  is i ndeed a rare 
occurrence t hat an Opposition Member of any legislat ive 
body is asked to serve the House in th is capacity. I 
am prepared to advise th is House, but I shall look to 
the guidance, ru l ings, and advice of our S peaker as a 
guide to the admin istration of my own duties. 

Thank you al l  for your congratulat ions and wel l  
wishes, and I look  forward to working w i th  a l l  the  
Members of  th is 34th  Legislature. 

I w o u l d  a lso  l i ke t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p ortu n i ty to 
congratulate my 56 colleagues, who were also elected 
by their constituents to serve the people of Manitoba. 
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Some of you I know from before. Others I have met 
s ince April 26, and I look forward to meet ing the 
remainder over the course of the weeks and months 
to come. 

The words and thoughts of the Mover ( M r. Prazn ik )  
and Seconder ( M r. G i l leshammer) of  the motion which 
we are debating should once again be acknowledged. 
I would especially l ike to thank the Member from Lac 
du Bonnet ( M r. Praznik)  for his k ind words of g reetings 
and congratulations, for we indeed were classmates 
and col leagues before this Session of the Legislature. 
M any of our d iscussions and debates held at the 
M anitoba Law School common room, l ibrary, and 
classrooms come to mind .  We may not have always 
agreed with one another, but we were always prepared 
to l isten and consider the v iewpoint of the other. 

* ( 1 520) 

I would l ike to pay tr ibute to my leader, the Member 
for River Heights and the Leader of the Opposition 
( M rs. Carstairs). Her vital ity, enthusiasm and , most 
importantly, her hard work were certainly an inspiration 
to myself as well as many in  this House. Over the last 
several years, she has indeed carried the torch for the 
L iberal Party, both in this Legislat ive Assembly as well 
as beyond its perimeter. Her warmth ,  her hard work 
and,  even more i mportantly, her vision of M anitoba and 
Canada inspired many of us to knock on those extra 
few doors to speak to yet one more person, even in 
Winn ipeg's North End where the greeting at the d oor 
prior to th is year was sooner to be the blast of a closed 
door than a warm greet ing.  

This spring ,  Manitobans were prepared to l isten 
because our Leader was l istening to them. Manitobans 
not only l istened but voted in  numbers which were heard 
from coast to coast . 

I wish to further pay tr ibute to my L iberal col leagues 
in this House who, s ince Apri l  26, 1 988, have worked 
hard at preparing themselves to serve their constituents, 
to serve al l  Manitobans. 

I n  preparing for my inaugural address to th is House, 
I felt it was i mportant to review the reasons for my 
sett ing aside the ful l-t ime practice of law and entering 
the more than ful l-t ime practice of polit ics. S ir  Wi lfred 
Laurier once remarked : " Let you r  aim and purpose, 
in good repute or i l l ,  in victory or defeat, be so to l ive, 
so to strive, so to serve as to do your part to raise 
ever h igher the standard of l ife and of l iving . "  This 
remark remains as current today as when it was fi rst 
made in 1 9 1 9 .  

L iv ing in  Winnipeg 's North  End and having taught in 
many of th is area's schools, I have been confronted 
by both the best and the worst of our society. I l ive in 
an area where people are hard-working, are self-reliant, 
are proud of their achievements and of those of their 
ch i ldren.  Yet ,  I am also confronted by infant ch i ldren 
wandering the streets late at night, by teenagers staying 
after school at my volleyball practices when I was 
coaching that sport, because there was no  alternative 
for them. 

I am the fi rst to acknowledge that the road which I 
have mapped for myself, that of trying to raise ever 
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h igher the standard of l ife and of l iv ing, is  indeed a 
d ifficult one. However, I bel ieve that each and every 
one of us has as our objective the same objective and,  
with the cooperation of al l  Members of th is H ouse, I 
feel that when the day is done we wi l l  be able to pause 
and say that we once again have taken a further step 
towards that objective. 

I would  further like to thank those speakers who 
preceded me and those who fol low me for presenting 
t h i s  House with a t h u m b n a i l  sketch of the i r  own 
constituencies. The tradit ion of describ ing one's own 
constituency is indeed an i mportant one, for it reminds 
us al l  that ,  a l though we may have been elected by our 
own constituents, we were also elected to serve al l  
Man itobans. As a former geography major, I have 
developed an i nterest in both the physical and human 
geography of M anitoba, of Canada. 

As a part-time cantor in  the Ukrainian Orthodox faith ,  
I h ave had many opportunities to travel throughout 
Manitoba with my father, assisting him in his d uties as 
a priest in  the Ukrainian Orthodox church. I have visited 
parishes in the constituencies of lnterlake and G iml i .  
I h ave had the opportunity of  enjoying the hospitality 
of the constituents of the Members for Portage La 
Prairie (Mr. Cannery) and Dauphin (Mr. Plohman). I have 
also spent many a night and day in  the sands of Camp 
Shilo in  the constituency of G ladstone in  the fulfi l lment 
of my d uties as a deputy commanding officer of the 
medical army reserve unit .  

Even though I represent a Winni peg constituency, I 
ful ly recognize the i mpact of our geography upon the 
welfare of M an i toba  and M a n i tobans .  We are a l l  
experiencing t h e  i mpact o f  t h e  present-day drought in  
M anitoba, but  sometimes we also have too much water, 
as was evidenced in the 1 979 flood. 

There remains with me no stronger an i l lustrat ion of 
nature's i mpact upon our fortunes than today's drainage 
d itches fil led to the r im with topsoi l ,  or the image of 
a church which was built on sl ightly h igher ground 
standing surrounded on al l  s ides by a pool of water 
extending hundreds of metres in every d i rect ion.  I n  
instances l i ke  th is ,  a Government m ust be prepared 
to assist, be prepared to show leadership .  

I would  now l ike to continue th is H ouse's travel 
through Manitoba and provide a thumbnai l  sketch of 
the constituency of Seven Oaks. 

Firstly, I would l i ke to thank the constituents of Seven 
Oaks for electing me as their representative to this 
House. Many skeptical people were met at the door 
during this past election and it is my desire that,  through 
my participation i n  the activities of th is House and my 
work in  my constituency, I wi l l  be able to once again 
insti l l  faith i n  the effectiveness of our pol it ical p rocess. 

The constituency of Seven Oaks extends in a general 
north-south band through the middle of Winnipeg's 
North End. At some t ime in  the past,  someone coined 
the p hrase that t here are two kinds of people i n  the 
world - those who are North Enders and those who 
wish they were. Even the First M in ister, the Member 
for Tuxedo (Mr. Fi lmon), from time to time l ikes to 
classify h imself as a North Ender. 
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Seven Oaks, a constituency of over 12,000 voters, 
includes within its borders parts of the old City of 
Winn ipeg and the City of West Ki ldonan. Within its 
borders, street names reflect the history of the early 
settlement of Manitoba. Rupertsland Avenue, the street 
on which I l ive, comes from the original name of the 
territory at the time of the arrival of the fi rst sett lers. 
St. Anthony honours the Roman Catho l ic  par ish .  
Ki lbride i s  a Scottish vi l lage, but there was a Michael 
K i lbride prominent in  Ki ldonan over a century ago; St.  
John's for the parish of St. John's;  l nkster, possibly 
named after Colin lnkster, High Sheriff of Manitoba for 
5 1  years and a Member of the original Upper House 
of the M anitoba Legislature whose vote abol ished the 
two-House system in  Manitoba. 

The name "Seven Oaks" remembers the massacre 
of 1 8 1 6, the anniversary of which passed on June 1 9 .  
This event o f  s o  long ago is worthy o f  note, a s  not only 
the result of the rivalry between the Hudson Bay 
Company and the Nor'Wester fur traders, but also the 
confl ict of i nterest between the fur traders and settlers. 

I would just l ike to read some short excerpts of a 
history of West Ki ldonan by Vince Leah , entitled West 
of the River - The Story of West Ki ldonan, in which 
he describes the events of that fatefu l day in  June 
1 8 1 6, and I quote: " M uch has been written about the 
short but br isk encounter in  which Governor Robert 
Semple of the Red River colony and 20 of his officers 
and men were k i l led . Whi le the colony was made u p  
o f  a preponderance o f  sett lers from t h e  parish of 
Ki ldonan in Scotland , there were Ir ish,  Engl ish and 
Danish members in  the group who left Fort Douglas 
to intercept the encircl ing Nor'Westers. Thirty-two men 
went out from the fort and 1 1  struggled back. They 
apparently lost al l  of their arms. " 

The constituents of Seven Oaks stress the importance 
of education. Within the boundaries of Seven Oaks are 
two h igh schools serving the Winnipeg School Division 
No. 1 and Seven Oaks School Division. lt  was indeed 
an honour for me to attend St. John's H igh  School 
which celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 1 985.  lt was 
a pleasure for me to serve on the Reunion Planning 
Committee and to attend an event at  which t housands 
of graduates from arou n d  the  world s hared t h e i r  
memories. There was excitement a n d  electricity in the 
air, especially d uring the evening of the gala d inner 
and concert at wh ich  i n ternat i o n a l l y  acc la imed 
performers played before their friends, their classmates. 

This year, the Centennial School is  also celebrat ing 
i ts  75th anniversary. I am sure the excitement which 
I experienced at the St. Johns reunion wi l l  be evident 
in  the halls and classrooms of Centennial  SchooL Over 
the next several years, many of the other schools 
throughout Seven Oaks wi l l  also be celebrat ing their 
reunions and anniversaries. I can assure th is House 
that I wi l l  advise you of these events as wel l .  

T h e  constituents o f  Seven Oaks are n o t  ord inary 
Manitobans. They possess the ski l ls of tradesmen and 
professionals. They are men and women who are self
rel iant and hard-working. lt  is i ndeed a community of 
communities. 

The age and style of the homes i n  Seven Oaks reflect 
their era in the development of the C ity of Winnipeg. 
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The h omes o n  the streets s u r r o u n d i n g  m y  own 
Rupertsland Avenue were bu i lt shortly after World War 
1 1 .  Many of my neighbours are sti l l  the original owners 
who take pride in their home, in their neighbourhood . 
Yet this community, l ike many others, is changing. Young 
fam i l ies are m o v i n g  i n t o  Seven O a k s  and are 
maintain ing its vital ity. 

T h e  p r i n c i p les f or m i n g  t h e  f o u n d at i o n s  of  
m u lt icu l tura l ism , of h u ma n  r ights ,  of  i ntercu l tura l  
cooperation need not be spelled out for the constituents 
of Seven Oaks. We in  Seven Oaks, as indeed in  many 
simi lar communities, include these principles in  our 
everyday l ife. The cultural d iversity of the residents of 
the constituency of Seven Oaks not only reflects the 
cultural d iversity of Manitoba but also reflects the 
d ifferent ways of immigrat ion to th is p rovince. There 
are constituents of Seven Oaks who h ave arrived in 
Canada in  every decade of this 20th Century and many 
whose ancestors were here before. Seven Oaks is 
i ndeed a vibrant community. 

lt  was with great concern that I reviewed the Throne 
S peech comments with respect to our cultural heritage 
which this Government presented to M anitobans for 
their consideration - three short paragraphs. 

For a Government which advised Manitobans during 
this past election that i t  was prepared to govern, it 
shows either a lack of leadership in  th is i mportant area 
of the l ife of Manitobans or a total d isregard for the 
contribution of our cultural  and artistic communit ies 
to the l ife of M anitoba. lt would appear that th is 
G overnment t reats t h e  act iv i t ies  of t hese two 
communities as novel tourist attractions. 

Yes, the activities of t hese groups do contr ibute to 
the f inancial well-being of this province through their 
attraction to tourists, and we certainly need to raise 
t h i s  province's  prof i le .  Yet ,  what of the need for 
m ulticulturalism and education i n  the workplace? What 
of the support to heritage language programs? What 
of the provision of assistance to communit ies to develop 
t h e i r  organ izat i o n a l  i nfrast ructure?  W h at of  t h e  
enhancement o f  language train ing a n d  employment 
counsel l ing for recent arrivals to M anitoba who are 
p repared to work h a r d  for  t h e  betterment  of  a l l  
Manitobans? 

* ( 1 530) 
Is th is Government prepared to accept the fact that 

the eth nicity of Manitoba is not j ust a tourist attraction 
but an integral part of Manitoba? Is th is Government 
prepared to acknowledge the fact that events l ike 
Folklorama are more than food and dr ink? Folklorama 
contributes to a better understanding of one another. 

This Government is also si lent on its d i rection for 
the arts community in Manitoba. The cultural pol icy in 
M anitoba is too much Winn ipeg-based . Government 
pol icy has also lead the arts to look to lottery revenues 
for their operating grants. 

We in  the Liberal Party feel that this Government 
should address this issue so that a long-term solution 
to this problem is  set before the people of M anitoba. 
Yet ,  with this potential crisis situation on the horizon, 
th is Government remains si lent. 
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Pan ne Presyid neky, Ya be takozh xhotyiv vzyate tsyo 
nahody previtate vs ixh posleev z Y k rayeenskoho 
poxodzhenya y a k i  takozh  boo le  v e b r a n i e  tsexh  
menoolexh veboraxh.  M u  prodovzhevemo tradetsiyo 
yaka pochalasya v 1920 roky kole pershie Ykraintsi 
vzyale svoye meestse v Manitobski Legaslyatoori. To 
takozh byv pershie raz shcho zhinka boola vebrana yak 
poslom to tsoyi Legaslyatoori. 

I would now l ike to translate from the Ukrainian which 
I have just spoken. 

M r. Speaker, I would also l ike to take this opportunity 
to welcome the many Members of Ukrainian heritage 
who were also elected to th is House. We are cont inu ing 
the tradit ion of service which Ukrainians have made 
to this province since the election of the f irst Ukrainian 
Member in  1 920. I ncidentally, Mr. Speaker, I am advised 
that this was also the year in  which the fi rst woman 
Member was elected to this House. 

I n  conclusion, it is indeed an honour and a pleasure 
to enter into the service of Manitoba in  this special 
way, and I look forward to participat ing in the work of 
th is 34th Legislature to the best of my abi l it ies. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (T hompson): I am pleased once 
again to be able to participate in  debate on the Throne 
Speech .  I have had the opportunity of participating in 
the debate dur ing every Throne Speech since I have 
been a Member of the Legislature since 1 98 1 .  I do not 
know if  that is a record of any sort, but it ind icates, 
I g uess, from my side that I consider this to be an 
important debate. In fact , I consider it probably to be 
the most important d ebate in the Session of the 
Leg is la tu re because it g ives a l l  M e m bers of  t h e  
Legislature an opportun ity to address t h e  broad issues 
that face us here in Manitoba - issues of every k ind .  
Whether they be regional issues or provincial issues 
or national issues, we have the opportunity during this 
debate to address them as Members of the Legislature. 

lt also g ives us the opportunity to follow some 
formalit ies perhaps, some important formalities and 
some important tradit ions during the Throne Speech.  
One, of course, is in  our congratulatory remarks. 

I w o u l d  l i k e  to beg i n  by express i n g  my own 
congratulations to you , Mr. Speaker, on your election 
as the Speaker of th is Legislature. I know, from having 
talked to former S peakers, that your job is not easy. 
In fact, it is probably one of the most d ifficult jobs in  
the Cham ber. I wou ld  l ike to ind icate how pleased I 
was at your own elect ion as Speaker and ind icate my 
own confidence in your abi l ity to preside over th is 
Chamber in  an i mpart ial  manner. 

I would also l ike to extend my congratulations to al l  
the new Members of the Legislature. I real ly look forward 
to the contributions that the new Members will be 
making in  this Chamber. I f ind it  strange actually to be 
talking, I suppose, as a relative veteran. I was advised 
the other  n i g h t  by t h e  M i n ister of H i ghways ( M r. 
Driedger) that the average tenure in th is H ouse is six 
years. I guess I have surpassed that. This is my th ird 
term as a Member of the Legislature. lt  seems to be 
strange in  my position to be congratulating the new 
Members, but I certain ly look forward to the kind of 
fresh approach they wi l l  be bringing to this H ouse. 
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I am particularly p leased to see the contribution that 
is  being made by some of the younger Members. I was 
f irst elected in  1 98 1  at the age of 25. I was the youngest 
Member. I have been the youngest Member of the 
legislature unt i l  this Session. I am interested to note 
the election of a number of ind ividuals who are younger 
than myself now, so I look forward to the contribution 
that they wi l l  be bringing from the younger generation, 
something that I have always t ried to do, the k ind of 
particular perspective that I know that we are going 
to be seeing from them in  this legislature. 

We are in  the position i n  this legislature where I th ink 
the m ost important th ing,  certainly in  my own particular 
case, has to be to represent our constituencies. 

( M r. Deputy Speaker, Mark M i nenko, i n  the Chair. )  

I want to say today on the publ ic  record to the 
constituents of  Thompson just how thankful I am for 
the support I have received from them the last three 
elections. 

I st i l l  remember when I was first elected in  1 98 1 ,  fi rst 
nominated actually to represent the N ew Democratic 
Party and first elected , as I said ,  at the age of 25 by 
the people of Thompson by the margin of 72 votes. I 
said at that t ime, M r. Deputy S peaker, that it was l ike 
a d ream come true to be able to represent Thompson, 
my home tow n ,  i n  the legislature. 

When I said that I meant it  was a d ream in  a personal 
sense, but i t  was also a dream in  terms of what I felt 
I could accomplish as a Member of the legislature. 

As I look back over the past seven years, there is 
only one word I can use to describe how I felt ,  in  terms 
of being able to represent Thompson, and what I have 
seen in our community, and that is one of pride. I am 
proud of what we have been able to accomplish and 
I say "we" because what I have been able to accomplish 
as an M LA has real ly only been in  conjunction with my 
col leagues in this Chamber and with the people of 
Thompson. When I look at what has happened to 
Thompson and I look at where it stood in 1 98 1  and 
where it  stands today in 1 988, I cannot help but be 
amazed sometimes at the improvements that have 
taken place. 

When I was elected in 1 98 1 ,  Thompson had been 
on a continuous economic sl ide. Our population had 
p lummeted to the point where it  was barely more than 
1 3 ,0 0 0 .  At  t h at t i m e  we were g o i n g  t h r o u g h  an 
international recession i n  the min ing industry; t imes 
were pretty tough. But because we had a Government 
that was wi l l ing to make a commitment to the North, 
t here were immediate signs of improvement. 

In fact there was steady growth in  Thompson because 
of some of the in it iat ives, not because the price of 
n ickel went up because it d id  not go up on 1 982.
( lnterjection)- For the M i n ister of Northern Affairs (Mr. 
Downey), who should know better, the price of nickel 
went u p  over the last 12 months but the improvements 
in  Thompson started in  1 98 1 .  They started because of 
some of the economic in i t iatives that this G overn ment 
took, i n itiatives such as limestone which has had a 
d ramat ic  i mp act o n  m y  const i tuency  i n  terms of 
employment and in  terms of training o pportunities. 
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l t  i m p roved economica l l y  because the  N ew 
Democratic Party was wi l l ing to make a commitment 
to the North . I n  terms of education, we put in  numerous 
programs.  The M i n ister  of N o rthern  Affa i rs  ( M r. 
Downey), for example, was recently in attendance at 
a graduation ceremony of one of those programs that 
was put in because of the in it iative and because of the 
vision of the New Democratic Party. 

I just want to run through some of the improvements 
that  h ave taken  p lace in my const i tuency. M y  
constituents are aware o f  that. I n  fact, I th ink that my 
presence here today is a test imony to that record of 
how much we have been able to accomplish. 

But I want to talk about the R.D. Parker Collegiate 
addit ion, the technical-vocational addit ion. I went to 
school at R.D. Parker Collegiate and when I was in  
school they were ta lk ing then of the need for such a 
faci l ity. There was talk indeed, but it took the N ew 
Democratic Party to bring it to real ity. 

* ( 1 540) 

I want to talk about the education centre that is in 
place offering post-secondary programs to Northerners 
right in the North ,  that was put in p lace because of 
the in i tiative of the N ew Democratic Party. I want to 
talk about limestone train ing ,  I th ink one of the m ost 
i n n ovative t ra in ing  i n it iat ives that has been taken 
anywhere in  Canada that has provided training at the 
certificate level and the community col lege level to 
people in  Thompson and in  the various communit ies 
in northern M an itoba. 

I want to talk about the post-secondary programs, 
t h e  Soc ia l  Work  Program,  t h e  N orthern  N u rs i n g  
Program, the Civil Technology Program and the Teacher 
Program, al l  of which were put in p lace because of a 
commitment to northern M an itoba. I want to talk about 
health care because significant improvements took 
place in  health care. The air ambulance, for example. 

The Member for Church i l l  (Mr. Cowan), when he was 
in Opposition, fought hard to have an air ambulance, 
a proper dedicated air ambulance service for northern 
Manitoba. lt took the N ew Democratic Party to put it  
in  p lace. I know from experience, from talking to 
constituents, I know from experience, my own brother 
being a doctor, how important the air ambulance has 
been. I can say without a shadow of a doubt that that 
air ambulance has saved l ives. Really what more can · 
one ask for in terms of results from an in it iat ive than 
for it to save l ives, as has the Northern Nursing Program. 

I could talk about the community faci l ities that have 
been improved in  Thompson, once again because of 
the partnership of community organizations and the 
partnership  with the previous N ew Democratic Party 
G overnment. I could talk about the YWCA and their 
improved community facil ity, the ski h i l l ,  the wi ldl ife 
association, the St.  Lawrence hal l ,  the seniors' faci l i ty 
that has received funding and wi l l  soon be under 
construction. 

And yes, I could tal k ,  and I wi l l  talk in  a few minutes 
about two organizations, the Thompson Museum and 
the Jun iper Centre which were caught in  the t ransit ion 
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period in terms of community faci l it ies and found out 
first-hand that they were among the first in  the province 
to find out what the version of fairness is from the 
Conservative Government when t hey had their funding 
cut.  I am going to get to that i n  just a m inute. 

As I said ,  I can point to the many improvements that 
have taken p lace in Thompson.  Of course, over these 
last six, seven years I have worked as a Member of 
Government for Thompson. When I was looking at the 
new situation t hat I was in  as a Member of the 
O pposi t i o n ,  I was wond e r i n g  what m y  role as a 
constituency representative was and if it was going to 
change. The forms i n  which I expressed the concerns 
may change, but I have no doubt that the bottom l ine 
wil l  sti l l  be the same, that I as a Member of the 
Legislature for Thompson wi l l  be continu ing,  as I said 
i n  1 9 8 1  when I was first elected, to  put Thompson first. 
I am going to be speaking at every opportuni ty on 
issues of concern to my constituents. I am going to be 
continuing to go door to door at election t ime, in 
between election t ime, to talk to  my constituents. I wi l l  
be  rais i n g  t h e i r  concerns  in t h i s  H o u se at  every 
opportunity. 

My d ream for t h e  const i tuency, for t h e  C i ty  of 
Thomp�n continues. I th ink t here is much more that 
can be accomplished. During th is  Session,  I wi l l  be 
outlining many of my own personal views, the views 
of the New Democratic Party about what could continue 
to be acco m p l i s h e d  in Thornpson  and nor thern  
Manitoba. 

I just mentioned before about the many i mprovements 
that have taken place in  terms of educat ion.  I believe 
we can move fur ther  w i t h  t h e  i nt r o d u c t i o n  of a 
polytechnic in northern M anitoba that would bring 
together those programs and expand on that base. I 
believe we can offer first- and second-year university 
education,  for example, right in northern Manitoba. I 
th ink actually that rural Members should be interested 
in the possib il it ies of polytechnic. I th ink that with the 
new technology we have in  terms of business education 
that what has been happening in  the North can be 
extended to the rural areas of Manitoba so that they 
t o o  can a lso  h ave t h e  same type of e d u c a t i o n a l  
opportunities that t h e  people o f  t h e  City o f  Winnipeg 
have. So I wi l l  be speaking in terms of what we can 
do in terms of education. 

I wil l  be speaking out also i n  terms of what we can 
continue to d o  i n  terms of the economy. I th ink that 
we have to m ove beyond Limestone and work towards 
Conawapa. I want to indicate my own d isappointment 
about the fact that the Conservatives in  this Legislature 
have indicated q u ite clearly t hey are taking a go-slow 
approach to Conawapa, and my amazement that the 
Liberals have been ta lk ing about br inging Conawapa 
in the next 1 0 ,  20 or 30 years. I hope that there are 
individual Members of the Legislature over there who 
will look at the possib i l it ies of br inging in  Conawapa, 
look at some of the advantages that I see that will be 
t here in  terms of export sales. 

I hope that there will be some readjustment of some 
of the posit ions that have been taken . I am not just 
talking in terms of my own perspective for northern 
ManitoQa because certainly, if Conawapa is  put on hold 
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by this Government, it wi l l  be the North that wi l l  suffer. 
I would hope that Min isters such as the Min ister of 
Northern Affairs ( M r. Downey) would try at the least to 
lobby h is colleagues in the Cabinet on behalf of the  
North .  I hope that he wi l l ,  in  terms of gett ing Conawapa 
developed.  I th ink t here is so much more than can be 
done i n  terms of economic development of which 
Conawapa is only the one. 

I want to talk about it ,  and I will dur ing the Session, 
about the advantages we have in  the North in  terms 
of tourism. I have raised th is a number of t imes in  the 
past in  the Legislature. I would point to the fact that 
in Thompson at the present t ime that the Mystery 
Country International Organization has become very 
aggressive in terms of pushing for tourism. I know a 
number of Min isters who have received letters from 
them in  terms of the potential there. I hope t hey wi l l  
l isten to the concerns that are being expressed because 
I th ink there is a lot that can be done. 

I wi l l  be raising many other issues during this t ime 
period, f ighting to see things such as the seniors' faci l i ty, 
which is in  progress, be completed because i t  is an 
i mportant community faci l i ty. I wi l l  be speaking up in 
terms of other constituency concerns that I have in  the 
past ranging to everyth ing from ind ividual concerns, 
M r. Deputy S peaker, about particular cases. 

I remember in  the last Session when I raised the 
concern of parents who were subject to  paying the fu l l  
cost of  air  ambulance costs for  their son to have a 
heart transplant in Ontario. I would  note that in part 
of the Budget that was defeated , one of the th ings t hat 
was done was that the policy was changed so that they 
would  not have to pay air ambulance costs out-of
prov ince .  I h ave every expecta t i o n  t h at t h e  new 
Government w i l l  continue that new policy to ensure 
that parents are not subject to those types of costs. 

I will be speaking up on other issues, whether it be 
the Burntwood Trai ler Court - and I have been in  
correspondence with a number of M i nisters on that 
which is of particular concern to several hundred 
residents in Thompson - I wi l l  be speaking up at every 
opportunity in terms of Thompson's concerns. 

I mentioned a few minutes ago about new roles. We 
are al l  i n  new roles in this Legislature both ind ividual ly 
and as parties. As I look to the next Session, there is 
one thing I think that al l  three Parties wi l l  have to fol low 
i n  terms of their approach.  I th ink they wi l l  al l  have to 
have a certain degree of humi l ity. I wi l l  explain that by 
beginning with the Government and I wil l  also talk about 
the L i beral  Party and the New Democrat ic Party 
because I th ink each Party in  its own way has to follow 
a bit of humi l ity. 

* ( 1 550) 

Let us talk about the present Government. For the 
new Members of the House that were elected in  th is 
election,  one th ing they may want to do is read some 
of the t ranscripts from Hansard for the last six or seven 
years. There may be one phrase that may come u p  
quite frequently. I know t h e  Member for Rupertsland 
( M r. Harper) has heard i t  t ime and t ime again .  l t  came 
from the Conservative Party when it was in Opposit ion. 
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N ow what was that p hrase they used to describe the 
New Democratic Party Government? They cal led the 
N ew Democratic Party Government as far back as 1 982, 
I bel ieve - Sterl ing Lyon - they called it a temporary 
G overnment. 

M r. Deputy  S peaker, l o o k  before you o n  t h e  
Government side o f  t h e  Legislature. I ask you, are they 
i n  a n y  pos i t i o n  n ow to t a l k  a b o u t  t e m p o rary  
G overnments. I th ink not .  I th ink humi l ity is the word 
of the d ay because the length of time in  which th is 
Party wi l l  be i n  Government is rather uncertain at  the 
p resent t ime. I th ink the arrogance that was impl ied 
by that previous statement, the sort of view that the 
Conservatives have had for many years that they 
somehow have the div ine r ight to g overn even though 
t hey have lost four out of the last six elections, g iven 
the results of the l ast election - and I am sure the 
L iberal Party and the New Democratic Party i n  th is 
Chamber wi l l  remi n d  them of that - t hey h ave no 
reason to be g loat ing or no  reason to cont inue wi th  
those k inds of statements i n  the future. We wi l l  see 
about temporary Governments. 

I want to talk too about some of the other th ings 
t hat we have seen from th is Party. We saw it when they 
were in Opposit ion . This was a Party that had al l  the 
answers. Believe you me, t hey had n o  doubt i n  their 
mind that, i f  they could just become the G overnment, 
t hey could  just put everyth ing the way they wanted it .  
They h ad all  the answers. 

I was a m azed a c o u p l e  of m o n t h s  a g o  at t h e  
conven tion o f  the  M an itoba Associat ion o f  Urban  
Municipalities when the Deputy Premier (Mr. Cummi ngs), 
the Minister responsible for Autopac as wel l ,  spoke and 
sai d ,  "You wi l l  have to forgive this new Government 
because we do not h ave al l  the answers." I nearly had 
a heart attack when I heard that statement. 

An Honourable Member: He was honest. 

Mr. Ashton: I f  he was h onest, as the Member for 
Springfield ( M r. Roch)  says, two months ago, what was 
he  saying on ly six months before that? Where was the 
honesty when the Conservative Party said that it had 
al l  the answers when it was i n  Opposit ion, when now 
it says it d oes n ot have al l  the answers? Its basic pol icy 
i nitiatives are establ ishing round tables and consultation 
here and consultat ion there on all the issues that they 
had al l  the answers i n  and now they have d iscovered 
t hey do not h ave the answers. 

As I said, a little bit of humi l ity from the Opposition 
i n  terms of having  the answers wi l l  be quite welcome. 
I think i t  has been shown to a certain extent. lt is not 
being shown by the Members who are babbl ing right 
now, but at least the Deputy Premier had the humi l ity 
to recognize he does not h ave al l  the answers. l t  seems 
some of the other members of the Conservative Party 
sti l l  th ink they have al l  the answers. I guess t hey are 
being muzzled by their leadership  in  terms of expressing 
it. 

Let us  talk about other things - fairness. Let us 
talk about Conservative fairness. 

Hon.  A. Driedger ( M i n i ster of  H i g hways a n d  
Transportation):  Right .  
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Mr. Ashton: I am g lad the Min ister of H ighways is 
l istening attentively to my remarks. 

I appreciated the comments made by the Mover (Mr. 
Praznik)  and Seconder (Mr. Gi l leshammer) for the 
Throne Speech and I recogn ize, as new Members, that 
t h ose remarks  were sa id  w i t h o u t  any cyn i c i s m  
whatsoever. I t h i n k  those remarks were made totally 
honestly from the heart when they talked about the 
need not just to have rural or urban or northern, but 
to have Government, to have a Legislature, that reflects 
a l l  the areas of the province. I th ink  that is a fine motive, 
but I would like to ask why th is G overnment is not 
following through with it .  

I would l i ke to point to a specific example of just 
how unfair th is Government is.  I want to point to one 
specific area, and that is northern Manitoba. In  fact , 
the Minister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) who seems 
to make a rather large number of comments from his 
seat, I wi l l  be asking h im afterwards where he was when 
these decisions were made. 

I want to talk about what happened with Community 
Places. I want to read i nto the record exactly what this 
new Government, what its vision of fairness is for 
Manitoba. I want to talk,  to begin  with, about what 

· h appened when I f irst heard about t he decision of this 
Government i n  terms of Community Places funding.  

I was contacted by the head of the Thompson 
M useum,  who is a neighbour of mine. She brought me 
a let ter  t h at she had received f rom t h e  M i n ister 
responsible for  the program. The Thompson M useum 
is  about as apolit ical as you can get. We do not have 
a museum in Thompson. lt is an i mportant th ing for 
our community right now. lt  is important in terms of 
tourism; it  is i mportant in terms of our heritage as a 
c o m m u n i ty. People h ave been work i n g  very h a r d ,  
whether it be t h e  Thompson Museum a n d  H istorical 
Society or whether it be the service c lubs that have 
g iven their  support to this valuable p roject. 

What d id  she receive from the new G overnment? The 
p revious Government h ad g iven i n it ial  approval for 
$75,000.00. What happened to the Thompson Museum ?  
l t  was c u t  back in  funding .  

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Ashton: We wi l l  see the f igures. I wi l l  show just 
what their version of fairness is  once their interruptions 
a l low me to continue. 

Hon . James Downey (Minister of Northern AHairs): 
A point of order, M r. Deputy Speaker. Wil l  the Member 
table that d ocument, the letter that he is referring to, 
so that we al l  have the benefit of it ,  p lease? 

Mr. Driedger: I f  you are reading from it, table it .  You 
k now better than that. 

Mr. Ashton: I was not reading verbat im from any 
document. I have notes i n  front of nie. I f  the M inister 
of N orthern Affairs is not aware of how much money 
the Thompson Museum received and how much it was 
cut back, I would suggest he contact the M inister 
responsible for the program. She has al l  the records. 
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, p lease. Is  it  the position 
of the Honourable Member for Thompson that he was 
not reading from that document that he was referring 
to? 

Mr. Ashton: I think the M i nister of N orthern Affairs is 
confused. I mentioned a few minutes ago about a letter. 
I am not reading from that letter. I was shown a letter 
some time ago. I am reading from notes which I am 
not required to table, and I think it  is  rather r idiculous 
for the M i n ister, who can eas i ly  track down t h e  
i nformation on t h e  Community P laces Program, t o  
waste my time in  the Legislature. 

I f  I may cont inue, M r. Deputy Speaker . . . 

Mr. Downey: M r. Deputy S peaker, I want to make it 
very clear the Member referred to a letter which I asked 
h i m  if he would table. That is the question. I f  he is  not 
prepared to, f ine. 

Mr. Ashton: M r. Deputy Speaker, the Member is not 
l istening.  I just said that I am not reading from the 
letter I referred to a couple of m inutes ago. If he would 
perhaps put on h is earpiece and l isten to my comments 
we could continue, I th ink ,  without this completely 
u nnecessary waste of time. He is  playing games. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I th ink the M i nister of Northern 
and Native Affairs has requested the Member table 
that letter. If he is not prepared to, then that is fine 
with the M inister. 

Mr. Ashton: There is some confusion. I am not reading 
from any letter whatsoever, I am not quoting from any 
letter. I referred to a letter that was shown to me six 
weeks ago.- ( I nterjection)- I d o  not have the letter on 
me. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Member for Thompson is 
not prepared to table that letter . . . 

M r. Jay Cowan (Second Opposition House leader): 
M r. Deputy Speaker, on the point of order. 

The Member for Arthur (Mr. Downey) has been i n  
these Cham bers long enough to real ize that a Member 
is not required to table a document unless that Member 
is reading from that document. And of course it is u p  
t o ,  i n  t h e  case o f  a private Member, t h e  d iscretion of 
that Member whether or not they wish to table a 
d ocument even if they have read from it .  But,  in this 
particular instance -( Interjection)- I can understand the 
sensitivities of the Members opposite when it comes 
to being justifiably chastised for their unfair i l l-mannered 
treatment of northern Manitobans, but I do not th ink 
that i t  is any cause for  them to attempt to d istort the 
Rules of  this House or to d istort what actually transpired 
in this House. 

* ( 1 600) 

The fact is that the Member for Thompson (Mr. 
Ashton) referred to a letter. He d id  not read from the 
letter. H ad the Member for Arthur (Mr. Downey) been 
listening more d i l igently; he would have understood that 
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to  be the  case. The  Member is not  refusing to table 
a letter on any other g rounds than apply to al l  Members 
of this H ouse in  that it  is not requ i red, nor should it 
be asked , that he be requ ired to table a document 
from which he has not read . So let them not attempt 
to d istort the circumstances as to what has transpired 
in  this Chamber just to try to d istract attention away 
from their m iserable handl ing of the affairs of northern 
M an itoba. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh! 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. I would l ike to 
thank al l  the Honourable Members for their advice. The 
Member, I understand ,  is not requ ired to fi le any 
d ocument and I would  ask the Member for Thompson 
( M r. Ashton) to continue. 

Mr. Ashton: I trust, M r. Deputy S peaker, that t ime wi l l  
not be deducted from my 40 minutes, as is customary. 
lt is customary that such time is not deducted . 

I suspect the reason the Minister of Northern Affairs 
( M r. Downey) is asking for this letter, l ike it is over six 
weeks ago, is  that he has only just realized there is a 
problem. M aybe he is going to look into this now. I 
wonder where he was when the Cabinet made the 
decision to cut back funding to northern Manitoba from 
$627,757, which had been approved by the previous 
New Democratic Party G overnment, to $324,020 u nder 
the Conservatives. That is  a cut of $303,737.00. That 
is shameful .  That is cuts from the Thompson M useum ;  
it  is cuts from the Juniper Centre. Talk to t h e  people 
in  Garden H i l l  about the cuts and the way it is going 
affect programs in  their communities. I checked the 
records  in terms of  what h a p pe n e d  in nor thern  
M an itoba, and  every single community organizat ion,  
whether it  be in  the remote communities or the urban 
communities, was cut back by these Conservatives who 
talk now about fairness in  this province among the 
regions. 

I can tell you what the response was in Thompson. 
I wi l l  tell you what the response was when people saw 
this. I hate to say this in a way, but perhaps they should 
have been more shocked and indignant. You know what 
they said? "There they go again , "  and why d id  they 
say that? Because people remember. They remember 
the years between 1 977 and 1 98 1 ,  the Lyon years. In 
fact you go to the north and you mention the phrase, 
' 'the Lyon years, ' '  and you will see why the Conservatives 
d id  not elect a single Member to the Legislature from 
the North in  1 98 1  or 1 986 or 1988,  because people 
remember that the Conservatives do not u nderstand 
the North , that when they become Government, they 
cut back in the North .  

What makes th is particularly reprehensible is the fact 
- and you can check with the people in Garden H i l l  
- that t h e  Premier ( M r. Fi lmon) o f  t h i s  province said 
to the people in that community that their funding would 
n o t  be c u t  b ac k .  And in fact ,  in Th o m pso n ,  t h e  
Conservative candidate was asked a t  a publ ic forum ,  
and M r. Col l ins was asked specifically with regard to 
this program. He was asked , would commitments be 
followed by the new Govern ment, the commitments 
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made by the New Democratic Party Government, and 
he answered,  yes. In fact , he answered not only yes, 
personally, he said that he had been assured by the 
Premier  of  t h i s  P rovin ce ,  the then Leader  of  t h e  
Oppos i t ion ,  t h at such p r o g r a m  f u n d i n g  wou l d  b e  
honoured. 

We saw very rapid ly how much the word of the current 
Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) of this province means when it 
comes to fairness in  northern Manitoba. With in  less 
than a few weeks when they were cozily settled into 
power, when they were not run ning an elect ion,  those 
commitments were denied to northern Manitobans. 

Mr. Helmut Pankratz (La Verendrye): M r. Deputy 
Speaker, I would l i ke to ask the Member for Thompson 
whether he would  al low me to ask him a quest ion.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Wil l  the Member for Thompson 
permit a q uest ion? 

Mr. Ashton: I f  there is t ime at the end of my remarks, 
I would  be more than glad to permit a quest ion.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time at  the end of your remarks. 

Mr. Pankratz: On a point of order, M r. Deputy S peaker: 
I am wondering whether the Member for Thompson 
(Mr. Ashton) is referring to t hese approvals that were 
made just f ive d ays before the elect ion,  when he is 
referring to al l  these g rants that had been approved 
by their previous Government. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I would l ike to advise the H ouse, 
it is  not a point of order. lt is  a question,  and i f  the 
Member would l i ke to keep that for later. 

Mr. Ashton: I wi l l  tel l  that Member r ight n ow, the 
approvals that were given were part of the regular intake 
of the program at the end of ft .. 1arch . They had nothing 
at al l  to d o  with the elect ion.  I can tel l  that Member 
t h at I d i d  n o t  m ak e  any a n n o u ncements  i n  my 
constituency about any approvals that had been g iven . 
I m a d e  n o  a n n o u n cement  w hatsoever, becau se I 
specifically wanted to make sure that it was clear that 
fund ing for the Thompson M useum and the Jun iper 
Centre, my constituency, is not polit ically motivated 
whatsoever. 

I wish that Member, if he is so concerned about 
pol it ical propriety, would talk to h is M i nister and to h is 
Cabinet and talk about the fairness of cutt ing back the 
approvals that have already been g iven for every s ing le 
project i n  the North by $303 ,000.00 .  

Let us talk about fairness. I heard some Members 
say, wel l ,  they were cut back in my area too. How much 
was i t  cut back i n  the north central area? $ 1 9 , 000.00. 
H ow much was i t  cut back in the Parklands? $26,000.00. 
How much in south-central Man itoba, $2 1 ,000; in the 
south-east, $80,000; in the south-west, $39 ,000; in 
Win n i peg, $ 1 89,000; i n  the l n terlake, $ 1 1 5,000.00. 

The largest single cut that took place was in  northern 
M anitoba and the biggest vict ims of those cuts were 
the people and communit ies such as Garden H i l l  who 
do not have the abi l ity to raise funds of the raise that 
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was cut back. They were cut back by $75,000.00. I do 
not know if the Minister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) 
has ever been to Garden H i l l .  Have you been t here? 
If you h ave been in Garden H i l l ,  can you explain to me 
how they are going to make up for the $75,000 cut, 
that you were sitting by id ly, while the decision was 
made? Will you explain to them, how come it was cut 
back when your Leader, the current  Premier  ( M r. 
F i lmon), g uaranteed to them - and the Member for 
Rupertsland ( M r. Harper) will vouch for that, i t  is i n  
writ ing - t h e  Premier in  writ ing said that they would 
receive $75 ,000 i n  funding.  But,  wait a second .  That 
was before the elect ion.  We have al l  come to see i n  
Manitoba these last few years, t h e  Conservatives say 
one th ing before an election but ,  when they are i n  
Government, watch out.  

I not ice from the Liberal Benches that they are also 
q u ite aware of the tactics used by the Conservatives. 
I would hope that they would speak out on th is issue 
loud and clear. Because I can tell you ,  the people in 
my constituency, as I said ,  they have come almost to 
be accustomed to this, but their reaction was that this 
Government has no r ight whatsoever to talk about 
fai rness when i t  cuts back community organizations, 
every s i n g l e  commun i ty  organ izat i o n  in northern 
Manitoba. I f  the so-cal led M i nister for  Northern Affairs 
(Mr. Downey) is going to do anything in his role as a 
M in ister - I bel ieve he is the M inister of Northern and 
Native Affairs - why is he not speaking out on behalf 
of Northerners? Where has he been? Why has he not 
been cal l ing the organizations to see what they feel 
about being cut back? Why is he not speaking  up on 
behalf of the people of Garden H i l l ?  Why is  he sitt ing 
there warming his seat on the front bench and doing 
nothing for northern Manitobans? Let us talk about 
fairness with some humility and let us fol low that up 
with some fairness in  terms of the actual decisions that 
are made. 

I th ink it is something that also needs to be followed 
by the other Parties in the Legislature including the 
Liberal Party. I th ink for  the Leader of the Party ( M rs. 
Carstairs) to have said shortly after the election that 
M eech Lake is dead , I think was highly presum ptuous. 
1t remains to be seen.  l t  may be accurate; i t  may n ot 
be accurate. I th ink that the Liberal Party has to 
recog n ize ,  n otwi thsta n d i n g  t h e  f a u l t s  of t h e  
Conservative Party, t h e  many faults, that i t  received 
fewer votes and fewer seats than the Members opposite. 
No amount of rationalization will change that.  

I talked to a number of Liberals in  Thompson. The 
one thing they have told me qu ite clearly - t here are 
some Liberals i n  Thompson, a good n u m ber and good 
people - the consensus among the Liberals who I had 
talked to was that the best th ing that happened to the 
L i bera l  Party was n ot be ing  e lected G overn ment  
because, without any sort of experience, they felt they 
would  be i n  a very tenuous situat ion.  I am not j ust 
talk ing about New Democrats or Conservatives, and 
that is  the posit ion of L iberals who are saying that. I 
th ink that is a fairly accurate assessment of the situation. 
I am sure Members opposite would rather get some 
experience before even th ink ing of the idea of forming 
a G overnment.  I hope that ,  i f  they were to look at the 
situat ion ,  if they were to make any real contribution in  
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the Session that they wil l  temper some of the statements 
that have been coming from their Leader which almost 
suggests that she real ly should be the Premier. lt is 
only by accident of numbers that she is not. 

* ( 1 6 1 0) 

I th ink that the decision, whi le m ixed , was sti l l  clear, 
and that is that the Conservative Party d id  receive the 
majority of votes and majority of seats. I say that having 
gone through a period in  the last few years when the 
Conservatives never recognized the New Democrat ic 
Party and its mandate. I remem ber in  1 98 1  they 
described this as temporary. In 1 986,  it was much the 
same. Even though the New Democratic Party then,  
who had received more seats and more votes, the 
Conservatives could not qu ite bel ieve it and could  not 
quite take and accept the fact that the people had 
made their decision at that point i n  t ime. I think i t  is 
i mportant for Opposit ion Parties to recogn ized their 
role, not to presume to something they are not, i n  th is 
case a Government, but to tru ly represent people in  
the  traditional role of  an Opposit ion.  

I a lso want to talk about the New Democratic Party 
in  terms of the humil ity as wel l .  I th ink that it is probably 
the easiest for the New Democratic Party to be analyzing 
itself i n  its position now. Traditional ly, Parties, when 
they lose Government, go through a period of looking 
at the successes and the fai lures of what led to the 
defeat. They look at what could be done to correct 
what they perceive were the problems that took place. 
That is happening i n  the New Democratic Party right 
now. I see a process of examination, rebui ld ing and 
renewal .  I can tell you I th ink that is extremely positive. 
There is another process I th ink that happens, and th is 
could be said of al l  Governments, and that is that over 
a period of time people tend to th ink more of the 
acco m p l i s h ments ,  t h e  pos i t ive t h i n g s  that  o u r  
G overnment has done and th ink less o f  the negat ive 
th ings. 

I want to mention a couple of examples of that. I 
would note recently the Democratic convention in the 
U nited States, what is being said now about J immy 
Carter in the U nited States. Eight years later, even with 
h is  own Party where he was not accepted in  1 984, now 
he has been accepted . People are talk ing about the 
positive things that were done and not looking at what 
people had seen as the negative th ings at the t ime. I 
th ink that has happened federally to a large extent with 
the Liberal Party. I think that Pierre Trudeau is  a lot 
more popular today than when he was Prime M i n ister. 
lt is a normal process. 

One of the dangers of fol lowing that process is that 
somet imes people wi l l  g loss over what problems d id  
exist and ,  after five or ten years, people wi l l  not  perceive 
those problems to have been there even at that point 
i n  time, and so they wi l l  repeat those problems. I th ink 
that is what has happened with  the Conservatives. I 
d o  not  t h i n k  t hey t r u l y  looked  at w h y  they  lost  
G overn ment i n  1 98 1 .  I would throw the  evidence i n ,  i n  
terms of  the  Community P laces Program, as  one 
example. I wou ld  see others i n  terms of  what has  been 
happening with the Civil Service because, after a certain 
period of t ime, it did not really matter what Sterl ing 
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Lyon d id .  In the 1 988 election, let us face it ,  the 
Conservatives basically could run in  terms of an anti
government platform, which they did, and could receive 
votes strictly in terms of that. lt  is not what they were 
going to do in a positive sense, but what people saw 
as being done negatively by the New Democratic Party. 

I want to say to my own Party that I do not want to 
see that happen. Even though in five or ten years, maybe 
even shorter than that, people generally in the province 
and withi n  the New Democratic Party will look more 
favourably in terms of the previous Government's record 
than they obviously d id  during the election. I th ink it 
will be wrong to wait that length of time and to lose 
the perspective on what happened . When I look at what 
went the best for the New Democratic Party over the 
last seven years, I think it was when they took initiatives, 
when it was not afraid to be a leader in the country. 
I th ink the New Democratic Party d id  best when it was 
popul ist. I th ink that it  is i mportant to be addressing 
issues that are of concern to people, not j ust the 57 
of us in th is Legislature. I th ink the New Democratic 
Party was best when it stuck to its basic principles. 

I f  you look at what happened,  as the M i nister of 
H ighways ( M r  Driedger) said ,  it was not because of all 
the social democratic in it iat ives that were seen as 
unpopular. lt was not because the New Democratic Party 
was seen as too socialist; it was because of very populist 
concerns about issues such as Autopac. Those were 
the k inds of concerns that were expressed - or taxes. 
People voted inasmuch in  a way of protest rather than 
for any specific alternative they saw, any alternative. 
I talked to many people. They said I am protest ing th is .  
They were not saying I am vot ing for this Party or the 
other Party. They were saying I am voting against the 
New Democratic Party. That is important. 

The M i nister of H ighways (Mr. Driedger) mentioned 
something that I wi l l  agree is probably the key th ing 
a G overnment can do .  When it forgets that ,  that is 
when a Government runs into d ifficulty, when you lose 
touch. lt can happen to each of us as a Member of 
the Legislature. lt  can also happen to Governments. I 
th ink that is one th ing I do not want to ever see happen 
to the New Democratic Party again .  I th ink it is important 
for the New Democratic Party, and I will be saying that 
with in  my own Party and I wi l l  say that as a Member 
of the Legislature, to be out there, to be talking to 
people. I do it on a reg ular basis. I can tell you 
sometimes the concerns will surprise people. 

I will say to the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. 
Carstairs), for example, that I have not once had one 
person when I have gone and talked to them at their 
d o o r, v is i ted  with them in t h e i r  house ,  has ever 
mentioned the Meech Lake Accord. I am not saying 
that it is not an important national issue; it is not an 
important provincial issue; I th ink it is .  But I th ink we 
should recognize - I can show you my notes - at 
t imes I have gone door to door. I went just a few weeks 
ago. People talk about basic issues l ike jobs; they talk 
about education and health .  

An Honourable Member: Taxes. 

Mr. Ashton: Yes, and they talk about taxes, which Party 
they feel has the g reatest in  terms of that. They talk 
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about the basic issues. I th ink  that is one th ing that it 
is  i mportant to keep in  m ind  when we talk about 
popul ism, because l think Parties that forget what the 
real agenda is of people out there, who are not wi l l ing 
to put those issues in  the priority they deserve, are 
Parties which wil l  eventually lose touch. 

I think that happened to a certain extent with the 
New Democratic Party, and I wi l l  be the fi rst one to 
admit it .  There were issues that were being talked about 
that were not the real issues that people were concerned 
about.  In fact , in many cases you may have issues that 
are of concern in one election and,  by the t ime the 
next election comes around ,  they wi l l  be of minor 
considerat ion.  I just look at the 1 98 1 ,  the 1 986, the 
1 988 elections, very d ifferent elections and very d i fferent 
issues. 

So, as I said ,  I hope that the New Democratic Party 
will learn from those experiences. That is  one aspect, 
humi l ity, learning from what has happened, I th ink  
putting th ings  i n  perspective. 

The second th ing I th ink though that each Party has 
to define in this Legislature and i nto the future is its 
own particular vision for M anitoba. When I look at the 
Tory vis ion that has been expressed for 1 9 8 1  to 1 988 ,  
I am struck, f irst of a l l ,  by  the complete lack  of a 
comprehensive vision because t here real ly was not any 
kind of vision that I can remember. I cann ot remember 
the Conservative Opposition br inging in  more than one 
or two Bi l ls i n  any particular Session .  They were usual ly 
on more localized issues. I d o  not remember them 
saying here is what we wi l l  do,  laying i t  out to the 
people of Manitoba. I do not remember them expressing 
a vision of what they stood for as a Party. But their 
actions on issues, their participation i n  d ebates spoke 
for itself. 

When I th ink of 1 9 8 1  to 1 988,  there will be three 
th ings that I wHI remember in terms of debates: One 
is the French language issue; one is the h uman r ights 
debate; and the third was Autopac. I want to show how 
I th ink  faulty the image of the Conservative Party was, 
how shortsighted i t  was, by just referring to The H uman 
Rights Act . l t  was not that long ago that this Chamber 
was involved i n  a very emotional heated debate about 
The H uman Rights Act. I heard statements a lmost 
saying that, if th is Act was passed , it was going to lead 
to the collapse our society, of western civi l izat ion.  Why? 
Because people were going to be g uaranteed equal 
r ights under the law, people of all backings. Extra rights 
- what extra rights? People who have special r ights, 
t hese were the p hrases that were talked about. N ow 
where are these people who have the special r ights 
today? They are l iving their l ives day i n  and day out. 
They are working without the fear of d iscrimination they 
had.  They are able to obtain accommodation without 
the fear of d iscrimination. 

Such a short period of t ime later, h ow hol low do 
those words of  the Members of the Conservative Party 
r ing? l t  shows you the true vision.  They will not be able 
to  implement what they would l i ke to i mplement i n  th is 
Legislature. They wil l  not be able to rol l  back The H uman 
Rights Act because they know that they cannot get the 
support i n  this Legislature, because I know the N ew 
Democratic Party would not support changes to that 
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Act and I am sure that the Li beral Party would not 
support changes either. 

• ( 1 620) 

But that is the type of thing we have seen from the 
Conservative Party in terms of vision - negative 
hyberbole, irresponsible statements, statements that 
were made so short a t ime ago which now ring so 
hol low. I th ink that is what we should judge them on 
is what their  true agenda would be, because we are 
going to see some confusing t imes in  the Legislature. 
They are going to try and mask their real agenda, their 
r ight-wing agenda, as much as possible. They wil l  say 
phrases that sound almost moderate, but in  actual fact, 
it is the same Party, i t  is the same basic, twisted vision 
of Manitoba, and people should not be fooled. They 
are not  g o i n g  to be foo led because even t h e  
Government cannot suppress its anti- labour agenda ,  
for  example, and  i ts  complete lack of concern about 
the environment, and we have seen it expressed from 
the M in ister who talks about the Department of the 
Environment . . . 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The H onourable Member's t ime 
has expired. 

Mr. Parker Burrell (Swan River): First of a l l ,  I would  
l i ke  to congratulate the  S peaker on h is  election and 
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, on your election to this House. 

As t h i s  is my f i rst o p p ortu n i ty to a d d r ess t h i s  
Assembly, i t  g ives m e  a great deal o f  pleasure t o  also 
congratu late al l  Members on their elect ion to th is 
Legislature. 

I will begin  by telling you briefly about the Swan River 
constituency which I am proud to represent .  To g ive 
you an idea of the r id ing's economic d iversity, we have 
a l imestone quarry and commercial f ishing at Mafeking 
and Dawson Bay in  the N orth ;  t imber cutt ing ,  pu lpwood 
and some farming and cattle in  the northwest near 
Westgate, Barrows and N ational Mi l ls .  

In  the southeast corner of the constituency, beginning 
just south of Pine River, we have ranch ing ,  farming ,  
log house bu i ld ing ,  as wel l  as  t imber and pu lpwood.  

To the east are the vi l lages of Campervi l le and Duck 
Bay where there is some commercial f ish ing ,  trapp ing 
and related activity. There is also a very progressive 
Indian Reserve, the Pine Creek Indian Reserve, situated 
in-between these two communities. 

At Duck Bay and Campervi l le, there is some cattle 
and t here i s  m u c h  n ee d  for needed eco n o m i c  
development. 

In the southwest i s  the T h u n d e r  H i l l  ski s lope,  
agricu lture, t imber; and in  the Town of Benito,  the hub  
of  the  southwest corner, Ag Shield Manufactu ring bui lds 
sprayers. 

The val ley beg i n s  south  of  M i n i tonas ,  the f irst 
recognized settlement in  the area known in earlier t imes 
as Tent Town .  M in itonas marked its 90th anniversary 
on the July 1 weekend with a home-coming celebration, 
and I was pleased to be included in  t hose celebrations. 
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Also i nc luded in my const i tuency are t h e  ru ral  
municipalities of Bowsman, Swan River, a long with the 
Local G overnment Distr ict of M o u nta in  and some 
communities under the jurisdiction of Northern Affairs. 
The Swan River Valley, our main agricultural base, 
contains some of the richest soil in M an itoba i f  not 
Canada. 

Farming is  by far our main industry, but valley people 
are resou rceful i n  other areas. M initonas has a seed 
plant,  Siewert Concrete Products, a game farm,  meat 
packing  plant and a l ivestock auction exchange. 

Birch River, on the northern edge of the valley, boasts 
two fence-post treatment plants, agriculture, t imber and 
cattle. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I will now focus on Swan River, 
the largest service centre of the constituency situated 
almost in  the centre of the riding .  A modern progressive 
community of 4 ,000 people, Swan River is the home 
of the Northwest Roundup taking place this weekend. 
If you are looking for fun and entertainment with a 
western flavour, i would l ike to take th is opportun ity 
to i nvite you to attend this o utstanding event. 

lt is i nterest ing to note that Swan River has the only 
municipal airport with two scheduled dai ly f l ights to 
Winn ipeg in  the province. 

Other noteworthy industries are two major h ighway 
trucking firms, two redi-mix concrete plants, an Autopac 
centre, a good hospital , a personal care home and a 
lodge, plus four elderly persons u nits that serve the 
whole area. The constituency has an efficient wel l-run 
veterinary cl in ic and an active friendship centre. 

To assist in diversifying the economy, Swan River is 
trying to establish a wafer board plant i n  the val ley. In 
addit ion, the community is being served at the p resent 
time by two wel l-established sawmil ls .  The town has 
modern shopping centres and a h ost of smaller family
run businesses to meet the shopping needs of al l  the 
people. 

Speaking of people, they are our prime resource. 
Swan River people are friendly, h ard work ing  and 
enterprising. Men like George Renoff, Bert Corbett, J im 
B i lton and Doug Gourlay, my predecessors i n  this 
House, made us all  proud to be members of the Swan 
River constituency. 

These Members of the Legislature were as one with 
the people, each in  h is own t ime. Now that my turn 
has come, I hope I can keep u p  the tradit ion they 
established of trust and good wi l l .  M uch of what I br ing 
t o  t h i s  off ice stems from the c h a racter a n d  
determination o f  m y  parents. My father, Glen Burrel l ,  
fished on an island immediately i n  front o f  Dawson Bay 
where I presently l ive, in 1 9 1 0. That is 78 years ago 
this winter. He  was 16 years old at this time, and shortly 
afterwards he joined the Canadian Army and served 
in the First War where he saw action at Vimy Ridge 
and the Somme. 

O n  h i s  ret u r n  home,  h e  marr ied  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  
sweetheart, Myrtle Parker, i n  Winn ipegosis. T h e  young 
couple spent the winter of 1 920 at G rand Island and 
then a year later they moved the winter operation to 
Dawson Bay. 
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For some years, my parents spent the winter seasons 
at Dawson Bay and summers in Winn ipegosis. Later, 
father started a cattle operation at N orth S hore where 
I p resent ly  keep my herd . N orth  S h o re became 
permanent for  both cattle and fishing operations in  
1 928 when my uncle, Joe Parker, married and moved 
there to look after them. The rai lway came to Mafeking 
aroun d  the turn of the century. The first h ighway was 
opened to The Pas in 1 937, the year I was born at 
Winn ipegosis. I moved north that summer, the youngest 
of 1 1  ch i ldren, in the M odel A, and ever since have 
made my home in the area. Dawson Bay has been a 
permanent vi l lage since 1 937.  

My early education was at Dawson Bay, but I later 
attended school at Cranberry Portage, Birch River and 
The Pas, where I f in ished high school. After grad uation, 
I worked for M idwest Diamond Dril l ing in  Fl in Flon and 
Snow Lake and then, i n  1 968, I worked in  Thompson 
for four-and-a-half months in-between fish ing seasons 
for Ospowakun (phonetic) Construct ion.  

( M r. Speaker in  the Chair. )  

Apart from experience gained a t  Northern Affairs 
where I worked for two years in our own area, I have 
largely been involved in running the fami ly business. 

I own and operate a quarter-section of land north 
of Mafeking and I have a 1 00-head cow/cattle operation. 

My mother was born in  Salsbury, New Brunswick 
where G randfather Parker worked as a mi l lwright. 
During the Riel Rebel l ion ,  Peter M cArthur was g iven 
t imber rights on Lake Winnipegosis for services to the 
Crown. He moved my grandfather to Winn ipegosis to 
work at his mi l l  and the family followed . Born in 
Col l ingwood, Ontario, my father was the son of a 
fisherman who moved to Winn ipegosis to fish about 
the same time. 

My mother inherited the sawmil l  from grandfather 
and they were operating at Overflowing River just north 
of Dawson Bay in  the late Forties, early Fifties. 

* ( 1 630) 

Her experience at cooking for the mi l l  crew, combined 
with an exceptional hook f ishing season in  Overflow 
enabled her to transform the last mi l l  camp into Burrel l 's 
Lodge. lt was here that they served the publ ic for many 
years and the lodge became wel l-known for good food 
and hospitality. 

The po l i t ic ian  of the  fam i ly, mother  left me an 
autographed picture of John Diefenbaker wh ich I st i l l  
treasure today. lt presently hangs in  my l iving room. 

I remem ber, after the 1 963 e lect i o n ,  when the 
Conservatives went in  with a minority Government and 
mother was not in  a very good humour, everyone we 
knew seemed to drop in to talk about the elect ion.  
Things were going pretty wel l  her way unt i l  a good 
fr iend arrived with a younger person with h im that no  
one knew. 

He let mother strongly voice her opinions for a while 
and then he said ,  " M rs. Burrel l ,  please be careful what 
you say; this young man is Lester B.  Pearson's nephew. "  
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Wel l ,  mother straightened herself up  and looked h im 
r ight i n  the eye and said ,  " I  wil l  te l l  you just one th ing 
l itt le man.  I f  i was lester Pearson's nephew, I sure 
would not want anyone to know about i t ."  

Three days after the recent elect ion,  the constituency 
did not need a flood . H owever. we had one and I cannot 
tel l you how proud I am of the response I got from 
this Government. The Premier ( M r. Fi lmon) immediately 
f lew up to look at the damage fi rst-hand and a week 
later three Cabinet M i nisters, Jack Penner, Glen Findlay 
a n d  G le n  C u m m i n g s ,  t o u red t h e  f looded  areas.  
Meetings were held with the Reeves of the municipalities 
and the lGD, plus Counci ls. I want to express my thanks 
to my colleagues again for their help and support during 
the emergency. 

I would l ike to thank our Premier for appoint ing me, 
and the H onourable James Erwin Downey for accepting 
me as the legislative Assistant to the M i nister ol 
Northern and Native Affairs. 

l t  was i ndeed an honour for me to accompany M r. 
Oowney on a four-day tour of northern M anitoba 
communities. On the first leg of the tour, the M i nister 
opened two permanent RCM P  detachments at God's 
lake N arrows and Shamattawa. From t here we flew 
to Thompson to meet with the city's M ayor and Council . 
A h igh l ight of the visit for me, personally, was the 
opening of a new wing of the Churchi l l  Northern Studies 
Centre. This faci l ity has the potential for being an 
outstanding research,  educational ,  train ing  and tourist 
centre. The tour concluded at a graduation in Thompson 
of the N orthern Nurses and Integrated Business Ski l ls 
Programs. 

I would also l ike to express my gratitude to the 
Honourab le  James M cC rae, Attorney-General ,  for 
taking me to Thompson for the Annual Urban Affairs 
meet ing .  

O n  J u n e  2 9 ,  the H o n ou r a b l e  J i m  E r n st ,  t he 
Honourable Jack Penner, and the Honou rable James 
M cCrae were b a c k  i n  Swan R iver  t o  at tend an 
information exchange on the proposed wafer board 
plant.  

I want to thank the Premier again for sending me, 
as the official representative from the province, to 
Thompson's N ickel Days. I had an opportunity of seeing 
the King M i ner contestants in  action and witnessed 
some of the s imulated underground m in ing activities. 
l t  also gave me an opportun i ty to participate in the 
opening of this major northern summer festival . 

lt is good to know that you are working with people 
who care and I am sure that al l  Manitobans will know 
this for themselves i n  the weeks and months to come. 

In  reference to the Throne Speech,  I was pleased 
with its d i rect ion.  Economic development such as a 
wafer board plant proposed for Swan River would 
enable many young farmers to get work and ride out 
the storm that has hung over our agriculture sector for 
t hese last few years. 

M r. Speaker, t h e  G over n m e n t ' s  c o m m itment  to 
improve highways is  much appreciated . H i ghway No.  
1 0  North is i n  urgent need of rebui ld ing,  as are a number 
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of our provincial roads in the valley. In addition, a bridge 
at lenswood is needed and its construction is long 
overdue. it is my hope that it wil l soon be bu i lt to help 
stimu late growth in  the area. 

I n  conclusion, M r. Speaker, I wou ld i ike to quote a 
wel l-known politician from the M initonas area who often 
added these words when he spoke at official functions: 
"Stand up  straight so the people can see you , speak 
out clearly so the people can hear you, and shut u p  
so t h e  people w i l l  l i k e  you . "  

Thank you . 

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): M r. Speaker, I would  
l ike to jo in  w i th  other M lAs in congratulating you on 
your election to the h ighest office i n  th is Assembly. I 
have confidence in your abi l ity to be fair, judge contents 
of d iscussion in an impartial  manner and d irect th is 
Assembly i n  its i mportant tasks of the day. 

I would l ike to extend best wishes to my friend,  the 
Deputy Speaker of th is Assembly. 

I wou ld l ike to take this opportun ity to congratulate 
and wish al l  my fellow M lAs the best of luck in  their 
endeavours in  th is H ouse, and I encourage them to 
fulf i l !  their mandate in  honour and courage and in the 
best interest of al l  M anitobans. 

I wish the leaders of the three Parties in  this House 
the best in their daily responsib i l ities in their role i n  
leading Manitoba into a future which wi l l  offer a l l  m y  
fel low Manitobans opportunity, d i rection and leadership  
to meet al l  the challenges head on.  These are the 
opportun ities to address inequities of the past , to value 
al l  people, no m atter their age, sex, ethnic origin or 
their colour. This t ime presents opportunity for growth 
and prosperity for al l  M an itobans, to see their dreams 
and aspirat ions for ind ividuals and fami l ies can be met. 
lt is an opportun ity for al l  M an itobans to value their 
role in  the development of Manitoba. 

This t ime represents an opportunity for advancing 
Manitoba's role in  the nat ional  Canadian context now 
and to secure its role i n  the future. 

lt is with great pleasure that I am here, elected by 
my constituents in  Kildonan to represent them in  the 
dai ly del i berations of this Assembly. I bel ieve that it is 
crucial to this H ouse to u nderstand my feel ings about 
my role and my responsibi l i t ies, for I am a recent 
newcomer who has spent the last n ine years of my l ife 
work ing hard and enjoying the fruits of freedom, of" 
democracy i n  act ion ,  of openness of thought, and of 
acceptance by al l  participants in this country. 

M any of us have made sacrifices in  accepting office. 
I have given up a flourish ing medical practice, and 
precious t ime with my young family. I believe that ai l  
ethn ic groups must be encouraged to become part of 
the mainstream of society. Every experience must be 
equally avai lable to all. This d oes not i nvolve the loss 
of identity or valuable cultural heritage. Instead , it 
requ i res acceptance of our d iversity and respect for 
our fel low man. Such p lural ity wi l l  enrich all of us. 

This is a moment of indescribable pride and humi l ity 
for me. As a member of a visib le minority, I am 
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overwhelmed by the confidence shown in  me by a truly 
m osaic and cosmopolitan community. 

My view of the constituency which I represent is one 
of multiculturalism in  act ion.  Ki ldonan is a wonderful 
constituency i n  that i t  mixes people from all over the 
world and entitles me to view and identify values, beliefs, 
and attitudes which look at this country, and Manitoba, 
not from a bias of indecision, apathy, non-commitment, 
but from a view of needing to participate in  al l  activities 
of the community in  equal participation and equal 
responsib i l ity for actions taken. I pledge to do my best 
on behalf of all my constituents and to work very hard 
to u nderstand their concerns and speak and demand 
changes so as to better the approach to Government 
i n  this province. 

* ( 1 640) 

I wou!d l i ke to show you a letter I wrote to my 
constituents during my election campaign .  I quote from 
my letter. "When I chose Canada as the ideal p lace to 
raise my fami!y and establ ish my medical career, I d id  
so because th is  country is u nique i n  the  world in  that 
al l  people can l ive and prosper in harmony whi le sti l l  
being free to maintain their culture and customs. " 

And I said ,  " I  wi l l  not accept nor do I bel ieve that 
Canadians choose their representatives based on sex, 
skin colour or ethnic background.  I bel ieve that the 
decid ing factors are experience, i ntegrity and abi l ity. " 

On Apri l  26, the people of Ki ldonan justified my . . . 
. They have given me the responsib i l ity and I wi l l  d o  
everything to justify their confidence in  t h e  future. 

l t  is  important for this H ouse to know that as a 
pract i s i n g  p hys ic ian  I a m  a c o m m itted h e a l t h  
professional, with a variety o f  experiences which wi l l  
a l low me to provide input into my Party's and my 
Leader's concerns regard i n g  health services. Th is  
perspective also w i l l  al low me to  provide th is  Assembly 
with constructive criticism of the Government pol icies 
and its d i rections. My years of train ing and practis ing 
give me a picture of how the system functions. 

I am also aware of the perspectives of the various 
health professionals, as well as the perspectives of 
health consumers with a variety of needs, be they rural 
or urban. 

I welcome the Government's stated commitment to 
maintain and enhance q ual ity health care, and I wi l l  
keep a watchful eye to ensure that this promise is 
fulf i l led, for what aspect of human l ife is more precious 
than physical and mental wel l-being .  What is more 
i mportant than care for those who d o  not enjoy good 
health ?  

T h e  overr i d i n g  concerns  of M an i t o bans  a n d  
Canadians regarding health care are the quality o f  care, 
accessib i l ity and avai labi l ity, and the cost effectiveness 
of delivery of services. 

The Throne S peech says that ,  "we are mov ing  
towards a future of  increasing demands and escalat ing 
costs in  our health care system. "  

What a keen observation a n d  prediction. That future 
has been with us for the last 20 years, that future is 
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now. I bel ieve that we as an Assembly must address 
the issues facing us now, issues identifying over and 
over again. The time for action is now. 

I bel ieve that we must come to grips with the overall 
planning of a comprehensive health care system which 
add resses central izat i o n  versus decentra l izat i o n ,  
institutional care balanced with t h e  community care, 
the role of professionals and of health professionals, 
fami ly-based care as well as ind ividually focussed care, 
northern services equivalent to southern services; and 
rural services equal to urban services. 

A comprehensive plan for the health system m ust 
be developed as quickly as possible with input from 
al l  the sectors of the community, representing b road 
interests and concerns of the common citizens of 
Manitoba. The decisions regarding our health care 
cannot be based on only one parameter. lt would  be 
i rresponsible and unfair to the c itizens of Manitoba if 
decisions were made solely on economics. A reasoned, 
c o m m on -sense a p p roach to the p l an n i n g  and  
implementation is essential .  

I bel ieve that much research and study has already 
been conducted . Whi le I support ongoing evaluation 
of plans and implementation strategies, let us not be 
further delayed by yet more study. This Assembly m ust 
ensure that plans are put i n  place immediately to cope 
with bed shortages, loss of staff, both paramedical and 
professionals, train ing and upgrading options must be 
developed . 

This Government m ust take the responsib i l ity to 
in it iate and not merely react . lt must gain control over 
the system. What wi l l  be accompl ished by blaming 
others for the work which must be taken on to guarantee 
the q uality of care in Manitoba? We must shorten the 
stay of all patients in h ospitals. A variety of options 
for good community care to augment institutional care 
m ust be establ ished . Community c l in ics offering a wide 
range of health services to al l  Manitobans can assume 
a significant role in  health care del ivery. 

The basic level of care and services available to our 
senior cit izens must be improved. The needs of the 
rural population must be addressed.  The need for more 
personal care home beds and an appropriate level of 
fund ing to maintain this system is essential .  Placement 
proced u res m u st be i m p rove d .  The level  of 
transportation services available to and from health 
care programs is problematic. Expanded day hospital 
programs and sate l l i tes w i t h i n  com m u n ity 
n e i g h b o u rhoods  may a d d ress health care needs 
economical ly. 

A P h a r m acare system wh ich  d oes n ot cause 
economic hardship  to the participants is crucial . At the 
very least , the "turn-around-time" for claims must be 
red u ced . The need for a more c o m p rehen s ive 
psychogeriatric program throughout Manitoba is clear. 
These are some of the issues which a coordinated and 
comprehensive health care plan must address. 

There are a number of m ore specific concerns I wish 
to d raw to the attention of th is Assembly. 

M r. Speaker, we must address the critical shortage 
of physicians as well as other health care professionals 
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in rural com m u nities. We m ust pursue this matter in 
cooperat ion with the appropriate registering bodies, 
such as u niversities, other train ing institutions and 
p rofess ional  associat ions.  We cannot permit b l i n d  
pr inciples and self-interest to stand i n  t h e  way o f  a real 
and long-term solut ion.  

Commun icable d iseases are a fact of our everyday 
existence and health care services must meet the needs 
generated by these d iseases. For example, it is not 
trite to say that Acqu i red Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
is  a di lemma which faces Manitoba, this country and 
al l  the world .  We must increase our vigi lance over th is 
very real  t hreat. 

We must seek to educate al l  Manitobans about th is  
d isease i n  a meaningful  way. We must drop the morality 
perspective i n  connection with A IDS for this is a disease 
which ends in death .  There must be a detailed plan of 
act ion.  Adequate monies must be al located to provide 
for educat ion and prevention of this d isease. This is 
not an issue of special i nterest g roups; it is an issue 
of our health care system meet ing this crisis head on. 
I wi l l  be vigilant to ensure that this Assembly acts and 
d oes not get bogged down by inaction and moral 
debate. 

Related to the shortage of health care professionals 
i s  the qual i ty of the type of education in  Manitoba. 

S ubstandard train ing faci l ities and resources are a 
false economy. Students, particularly those in the health 
care professions, should be trained in  the most u p-to
date techn iques and using advanced equipment. 

I suspect that we are al l  in  basic agreement as to 
t h e  need for i nc reased e m p h as is  o n  h e a l t h  care 
prevention and promotion.  Th is  presumes adequate 
programs and faci l it ies. 

Health care prevention and promotion also requ i res 
m aj o r  c o m m i t m en t s  to a n d  i nvestment  i n  p u b l i c  
education programs designed t o  inform the publ ic about 
health care issues. These programs must not only 
educate, but m ust provide the means by which people 
may adapt or alter their l i festyles to reduce the risk of 
d isease and to promote q uality of l ife. 

The commitment to prevention and promotion of 
health means that one m ust address environmental 
issues. The very survival of the human species is 
dependent upon restoring and maintain ing a healthy 
environment Al l  levels of Government and every citizen 
of Manitoba must cooperate to ensure that no one is 
exposed u nnecessarily or involuntarily to avoidable 
h azards, such as environmental pol lutants, inc luding 
effluent i n  our  water and toxins in the air we breathe, 
such as industrial emissions and cigarette smoke in  
p ubl ic p laces. 

Perhaps the greatest single shortage of health care 
resources exists in the mental health field .  

H istorically, the field of mental health has been g iven 
a low priority i n  comparison to other fields of health 
care. There is a stigma associated with this area of 
health care, one which has resulted in what may be 
described as a serious neglect of a health care need 
which does not recogn ize boundaries. Mental health 
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d isorders affect the young and the o ld ,  the rich and 
the poor, the educated and the u neducated . We cannot 
afford to ignore this aspect of health care any longer. 

The personal ,  social and economic costs of delays 
in recognit ion and treatment of mental i l lness, and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  t h ose w h o  are menta l l y  i l l  are 
staggering .  We must bear col lective blame and shame 
for our manifest ind ifference to this h igh ly vulnerable 
populat ion.  

Research has shown that most people, if g iven a 
choice, would prefer almost any other disabi l ity over 
mental i l lness. 

* ( 1 650) 

M r. Speaker, i t  is relevant to address briefly the issue 
of research with in  the health care field . This is  crucial 
to the development and operation of a comprehensive 
plan.  lt is the l ifeblood of health care services now and 
i n  the future. Government must take the responsibi l ity 
to ensure that vital centres of research are supported 
and that critical research is encouraged . We must 
p rovide an environment i n  which researchers can 
funct ion,  for their  continued contribution is essential .  

Our Canadian health care system is precious. I ndeed, 
it is one of the best i n  the world .  The Canada Health 
Act recently reaffirmed the fundamental principles of 
t h i s  system - u n iversa l i ty, p o rt a b i l i ty, p u b l i c  
admin istration a n d  accessibi l ity. H owever, today i n  
M anitoba this latter tenet i s  threatened . 

Of what benefit is the best standard of care if it is  
not readi ly and u niversally avai lable? Treatment and 
care must be equal ly accessible to people regardless 
of economic,  social or geographical considerations. 

l t  is m y  be l ie f  t h at p r i m ary hea l th  care is a 
fundamental r ight,  and must be avai lable as near as 
possible to all populated areas of Manitoba. 

This d oes not mean that we should build or maintain 
major general hospitals i n  every community, which 
wou l d  be u neconomical ,  i m p ractical and counter
productive, nor do I suggest that all services must be 
provided in each and every health care faci l ity. With in  
Manitoba, and  in cooperation with other provinces, we 
m ust develop a centre of excellence where patient care 
is not compromised. 

A g a i n  I want t o  e m p h asize what I see as t h e  
cornerstones o f  o u r  health care system. That i s  the 
health care professionals, the Government and the · 
Manitoba pub l ic. We m ust together aim for q uality of 
care, cost effectiveness and access and avai labi l ity of 
care. 

A s  a c o m m i tted M LA ,  a com m i tted hea l t h 
p r ofess i o n a l  a n d  a com m i tted ad vocate of m y  
constituents in  Ki ldonan, I will monitor t h e  Government's 
action and inaction in  the health care f ield.  I wi l l  expect 
comprehensive planning, proacting rather than reacting 
to crisis after crisis. I wi l l  expect the Members opposite 
wi l l  not shirk their responsibi l ities to the citizens of 
Man itoba. We must have a comprehensive plan for the 
citizens of Manitoba. We must have a comprehensive 
plan for health services which meets the needs of a l l  
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members of our community. M issing one ind ividual in 
the system or ignoring the needs of one person is neither 
a caring  nor a concerned t reatment program. 

I wil l  be vigi lant. I wi l l  monitor and defend the rights 
of those in  need by continuing to advocate for a rational 
and humane system of health care no matter where 
one l ives in  Manitoba. I will serve al l  of my constituents 
with openness, fairness and d i l igence, thereby justifying  
the i r  confidence they have shown in  me. 

I would  l ike to take th is opportunity to thank the 
constituents of Kildonan for the opportunity to represent 
them. 

I would be remiss i f  I d id  not pay tribute to the valued 
leadershi p  and inspiration p rovided by my Leader. Her 
achievements have had and wi l l  continue to have a 
profound impact on the pol it ical future of Manitoba and 
in this country and probably the whole world .  I share 
the publ ic's admiration of her honesty and pragmatic 
approach to the contemporary issues facing Manitoba. 

I would l ike to take this opportunity as well to thank 
my fam i ly for their support and energy in  encouraging 
me to take on this important task. Thank you . 

Mr. Herold Driedger (Niakwa): M r. Speaker, I am at 
a b i t  of a l oss  for  words  because I am act u a l l y  
anticipating m y  position speaking a t  t h i s  moment in  
t ime actually having been accelerated in to  th is  position 
by a un ique, fortuitous occurrence and for which I am 
going to have to pay a heavy penalty later on tonight 
because I had arranged for my mother to be here to 
l isten and she will now not be here. I will probably just 
be ending as she walks into the Chamber, into the 
gallery. I know I can speak for 40 minutes, but what 
I wi l l  do is I wi l l  take a copy of H ansard as the M i nister 
of H ighways and Transportation (Mr. Driedger) suggests. 

At any rate, M r. Speaker, I believe at this moment 
I should do the normal thing that first addressees to 
t h is C h a m ber  n o r m a l l y  d o ,  and t h at i s  offer 
congratulations because at this moment, as I have heard 
people say before, they are nervous. I th ink what I wi l l  
d o  is  use this period of t ime to get control of myself. 

First off, I th ink I am going to offer congratu lat ions 
to the Deputy Speaker, the Member for Seven Oaks 
( M r. M i nenko), who, as he ind icated earl ier i n  his 
address, has an unusual nomination to this position 
being a Member of the Opposit ion Party. 

I would also l ike to congratulate the new M LAs here 
in this Cham ber on their election.  

An Honourable Member: I am with the old ones. 

Mr. H.  Driedger: Just wait ! Had you not anticipated 
this remark, I would be able to get to this because 
right next on my l ist here I have thanks to the welcome 
remarks and the encouraging words we have received 
by the M LAs who had some h istory of experience in 
this Chamber. 

Mr. Reg. Alcock (Opposition House leader): M r. 
Speaker, I wonder if we might have leave to let the 
H onourable Member await the arrival of h is mother and 
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the H onourable House Leader may wish to speak i n  
t h e  interim.  

M r. Speaker: Leave has been granted . When th is  
resumes in  the name of the Honourable Member for 
N iakwa (Mr. Driedger), I understand the Honourable 
Member wi l l  have 40 m inutes remain ing .  

Hon.  James McCrae (Attorney-General): I n  the spir it  
of cooperation that seems to prevai l  in this House this 
afternoon, perhaps I can ask the Opposition H ouse 
Leader (Mr. Alcock) to give me the sign when he th inks 
i t  is about  t ime I should f in ish today. I can assure you, 
M r. Speaker, I wi l l  only receive that sign from the 
Opposition H ouse Leader and no one else. 

I ndeed , the opening days of this Legislature do seem 
to signal something that I am going to talk about a 
l itt le later in my remarks, and that has to do with a 
more civi l ized Legislature and a more civil ized way of 
doing business, the business of the people of Manitoba 
i n  th is place. I can speak with a fair amount of pleasure, 
which I will do in a few minutes, about that subject. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to the Lieutenant
Governor of Manitoba for attending upon this H ouse 
and reading so graciously the Speech from the Throne, 
and to offer him the cooperation of the Government 
of the Province of Manitoba i n  the years to come as 
we carry on with our responsibi l ities as the Government 
of M anitoba. 

M r. Speaker, I have known you for about three years. 
I have always known you to be a fair-minded person ,  
a person who is able to f ind some k i n d  o f  compromise 
in  a d i fficult situat ion,  a person who is able to work 
w i t h  p e o p l e  from a l l  backg rou n d s  a n d  i n terests .  
Therefore, I congratulate you on your  appointment to 
your very h igh office. I ,  as other Honourable Mem bers 
have said ,  feel confident that you wil l manage the affairs 
of th is H ouse and the d iscussions in  this Chamber with 
d ignity and with fairness. I al ready know that I speak 
for al l  Members of the H ouse when I say that. 

* ( 1 700) 

l t  is a pleasure for me also to offer congratulations 
and support to the H onourable Member for Seven Oaks 
( M r. M inenko), who has accepted the position ,  by 
election, of Deputy Speaker of this House. I was pleased 
to offer my support for his election to that very h igh  
position as well and I wish him wel l .  Like the Honourable 
Member for Seven Oaks, I have much to learn yet about 
the way this House operates, as I am sure even the 
most seasoned veteran i n  this place has something to 
learn. 

I also would l ike to extend congratulations to my 
col league, the Honourable Member for M innedosa ( M r. 
G i l leshammer), on his appointment to the position of 
Deputy Chairman of Committees of the whole House. 
Coming from the same part of the province that I do, 
there are a number of th ings that the Honourable 
Member and I wil l  have i n  common and I think that 
we can  work very we l l  together. I be l ieve t h e  
temperament o f  the Honourable Member for M innedosa 
lends itself well to the smooth operation of this House, 
and I congratu late h im on  his appointment. 
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Whi le we are congratu lat ing,  I would l ike to offer 
congrat u l at ions  to the n ew Sergeant-at-Arms ( M r. 
M acGi llvray) i n  our Chamber and also to al l  the new 
staff that we have and also to the staff who are 
remain ing wi th  us .  

This place cannot function very wel l  without the 
cooperation and the hard work that we see from staff 
people every day that this H ouse sits. I probably do 
not  say it often enough but ,  as  a person who formerly 
was a staffperson in  a legislative body, I know some 
of the things that they go through. I know that t here 
are some u npredictable things that happen in these 
p laces, sometimes the hours get a l ittl e  bit strange and 
sometimes there are surprises. I do  appreciate the kind 
of att itude that they bring to their jobs.  

Now, a word to al l  of the candidates i n  the Manitoba 
Election of Apri l  26, a l l  of the candidates who were 
successful  as wel l  as those candidates who were not 
successful .  I remember about two-and-a-half years ago 
i n  the Throne Speech Debate at the Session opening 
in  1 986 making my first speech i n  this p lace and making 
a comment about elections would not be very much 
fun and they certainly would  not be very democrat ic 
in  th is country if we d id  not have winners and l osers. 

We must acknowledge the fact that ,  without the 
participation of al l  the people who did part icipate in  
the elect ion,  the issues would n ot have been aired as 
wel l  as they were. I believe that everyone who took 
part i n  the election should be thanked and should be 
encouraged that they took part in  the democratic 
process and encouraged i ndeed to be i nvolved again 
if that should be part of their p lan.  

My congratulations to the Members of the Liberal 
Party and to its Leader. They have made significant 
gains i n  terms of electoral success i n  Manitoba. They 
are to be commended for that .  They have come from 
a caucus of one to a caucus of 20, forming a strong 
Opposit ion Party presence i n  this p lace. All Members 
of this House need to recognize that. 

A l i t t l e  w h i l e  ago t h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  f o r  
Thompson (Mr. Ashton) spoke about humi l ity and how 
he felt that i n  some Members there was a lack of 
humi l ity. I m ust suggest to the Honourable Member for 
Thompson that he is absolutely wrong. Can you imagine 
a backbench Member l ike myself being asked to fulf i l !  
a l l  the dut ies that I have been asked to fulf i l !? H ow 
could that do anyth ing but h u m ble a person ?  

The Honourable Member for Thompson (Mr. Ashton) 
can consider that when he looks at the responsib i l it ies 
carried by every Member of this Executive Counci l .  
Those responsibi l it ies are tremendous, I can tel l  you. 
I can easi ly correct the Honourable Member about the 
m atter of humi lity. We u nderstand very, very well the 
responsib i l ity that we have to the people of this province, 
because we know h ow hard we had to work to get to 
the place we are today. We k now that further work 
n eeds to be done. We know that we have an ambit ious 
plan, a plan that is workable. Some say that the plan 
is  too ambitious. I suggest it is not. I already k now my 
Leader well enough to know that he does not promise 
th ings that he cannot practically del iver in a real way. 
I reject that criticism of what we f ind in the Throne 
Speech .  
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Gett ing back to my good wishes for all Honourable 
Members, those good wishes are genuine. I bel ieve I 
can say that in my dealings as the House Leader for 
the Government, my relationship with the other House 
Leaders has been productive and for the most part 
amiable. For that, I thank the Honourable Member for 
Osbome ( M r. Aicock) who is the Opposition H ouse 
Leader and the H onourable Mem ber for Churchi l l  (Mr. 
Cowan)  for the work that we have been able to complete 
already. 

I would l ike to offer congratulations and thanks to 
the Honourable Member for Tuxedo, the First M in ister 
(Mr. Fi lmon),  of the Province of Manitoba. i t  g ives me 
a great deal of pride to refer to him as the First M inister 
of the Province of Manitoba. He, as well as the rest 
of us, has worked very hard to bring us to the p lace 
we are today. lt took a genuine effort and i t  took real 
leadership to get us to where we are. lt wi l l  take 
cont inu ing real leadership to keep us here and to fulf i l !  
the commitments we have made and wi l l  be making 
to the people of Manitoba. 

I would like to say a word about the family of the 
First M i nister (Mr. Filmon), without whom I am sure he 
woul d  tel l  us he would  not be where he is  today, as 
indeed I could make that same claim .  

I am fortunate enough to have a very supportive 
fami ly, both the immediate family and beyond.  I am 
happy to say that during the election campaign ,  while 
some Parties were bringing i n  h igh paid help from other 
areas of the country, I was lucky enough to h ave two 
brothers and two nephews come al l  the way down from 
Edmonton to Brandon i n  the last days of the elect ion 
to g ive me a hand, and I am tel l ing you, in  a hard
fought  election campaign ,  it was a breath of fresh air 
to h ave the help of some family members. That is not 
to say anyth ing about the supporters I h ave in  Brandon 
West. The good people of Brandon West who worked 
on my campaign, I am forever grateful  to them, not 
only for 1 985 when I sought the nominat ion for my 
Party, but also in  1 986, and their support was consistent 
and stronger than ever in 1 988. I am sure that is what 
made it possible for me to return to th is  House with 
the same kind of plurality that I enjoyed i n  1 986, making 
Brandon West a bastion of Progressive Conservatism, 
one that wi l l  be impossible to impregnate, I can assure 
you . 

As I said ,  I am very humbled by the duties that I 
have been asked to perform, but I am also somewhat 
confident. I should remind Honourable Members that , · 
as I said again ,  back in 1 986 - and I am looking at 
the Leader of the New Democratic Party ( M r. Doer) 
when I say this - because I know some of the 
comments that he made shortly after my appointment, 
about workload, I remind h im that I am a Member who 
comes from outside the City of Winn ipeg,  and when I 
do come to Winnipeg, I spend my whole t ime here 
doing my job,  so you can bel ieve it when i tel l you that 
I am g lad to get home to see my fami ly on weekends. 
But I do work very h ard , and that may be the  way I 
wi l l  be able to keep my head above water. I am p leased 
to be in charge, to be the fi rs! Manitoban in history 
of non-legal background to be named Attorney-General 
of the province. Can you imagine, the honour that would 
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be for a person like myself, who was once an employee 
of the Department? 

I remember the days when our present Prime M i nister 
and our present national Leader of the Opposition 
competed with each other to show who had the poorest 
roots. In my case, I suppose I could join in that 
compet i t ion .  M y  roots are p retty o rd i n ary I m ust 
s u ggest ,  and com i n g  as my f a m i l y  d oes f rom a 
homestead background in Alberta north of Edmonton, 
I do feel honoured to be stand ing in  th is p lace today. 

I am sure Honourable Members, all the new Members 
of this H ouse, all feel it qu ite an honour to be asked 
by their constituents to represent them in this place. 
I feel no d i fferent than they do, and this is my second 
t ime aro u n d ,  a n d  then of c o u rse I fee l  a n  extra  
responsibi l ity and honour  to h ave been chosen to be 
t h e  Attorney-Genera l  o f  M an it o b a ,  t h e  M i n ister  
responsible for  Corrections and Constitutional Law, and 
the L i q u o r  Contro l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  new 
Cooperat ive ,  Consumer and C o r p orate Affa i rs  
Department, not to mention the  d uties that devolve 
upon me as House Leader. 

I m ust say that I follow in some pretty d istinguished 
footsteps when I take the place in  th is House previously 
occupied by the former Member for St. Norbert, the 
Honourable Gerry Mercier. I do not think t here is 
anybody in  this H ouse who would d isagree that th is 
Legislature lost a great presence when we lost Gerry 
Mercier. I would just like to pay tribute to h im again 
for al l  he has done for h is  province and for h is  Party, 
a n d  a l l  the  w h i le r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  i m portant  
responsib i l it ies he has to h is  family as  wel l .  I always 
appreciate someone who can put out so much for h is 
c o m m u n i ty  but also a lways be m i n d f u l  of  h i s  
responsibil i t ies t o  h i s  family. 

* ( 1 7 1 0) 

What have we learned from the election? I recal l  
d ur ing the election campaign some of the things that 
were said about the issues, but a theme - certainly a 
theme on the part of two of the Parties running in the 
election - was better management of the resou rces of 
t h i s  province,  the h u m a n ,  t h e  f inanc ia l  and other  
resources of th is  province. We are here to del iver on 
the promise of better management. 

There was a l ot o f  t a l k  about less p o l i t i ca l  
manipulation i n  Crown corporations, especial ly as  i t  
h as to do w i th  the  f ixing of rates for  services that 
Manitobans received from Crown corporations. I th ink 
you are going to f ind that the new Government of th is 
prov ince w i l l  b e  very atte n t i ve to t h ose k i n d s  o f  
commitments a n d  w i l l  do i t s  best to see that t h e  affairs 
run by the Crown corporations of this province are run 
i n  a more businessl ike way with less pol it icking in  
between. 

There was also a theme of more sensitive and 
consultative Government. There is a tendency with 
govern ments when they are in office for qu ite a while 
to carry on,  on their own agenda without always 
adequately consult ing those people t hey are affecting 
by the programs t hey are br inging forward and by the 
actions they take. That message has not been lost on 
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the new Government of M an itoba. I n  fact , I am q u ite 
satisfied it has not been lost because I know the 
significance and the tremendous amount of consultation 
that has been going on just with respect to my own 
departments. My honourable colleagues on the Benches 
on this side would probably tell you the same story. 

There was another very important theme in that 
election and I th ink that theme was, let us stop all the 
f ight ing.  Let us d o  a l itt le bit better job working with 
each other. The people are going to decide which Party 
and which Members should come to th is place. Let us 
stop all the f ighting .  There was a polarization in th is 
province. Sometimes it is  u nfortunate when you h ave 
a regional polarization, and we see some of that perhaps 
in  the vote as wel l ,  but there was a pol itical polarization. 
Some would refer to it as left and right, not always the 
correct characterization of that polarization, but there 
was also a city and non-city polarization which I th ink 
everyone f inds disturbing.  

I f  you happen to be l ucky enough to have garnered 
19 or 20 seats from the C ity of Win nipeg, you can be 
fortunate about that but you can still recogn ize, as I 
do ,  that there remains a significant problem in our 
province regarding polarization between the City of 
Winnipeg and those areas which l ie outside the City 
of Winn ipeg . The new G overnment has to be very 
responsive and all Members in th is House have to be 
very respons ive t o  t h at issue because i t  is very 
prominent i n  the minds of M an itobans, especial ly I 
suggest, Manitobans who do l ive outside the City of 
Winnipeg. As a Member representing part of the City 
of Brandon, I know it .  I hear about it every weekend 
when I go home. I am here to try to bridge whatever 
gaps need bridging.  I th ink we can i dentify some ways 
to bridge that gap. Certainly decentralization should 
play a very key role in  bridging that gap which is causing 
some of us the worry that we feel .  

I f  I may, I would l ike to be parochial  again in  my 
comments this afternoon because Brandon is my town; 
Brandon is my city. While it is true that I have spent 
a number of years of my l i fe living in  the City of Winnipeg 
and spend more and more of my t ime here now, and 
while it is  true that I h ave l ived i n  other centres in  
Canada and the Un ited States, Brandon is sti l l  home 
to me. That is where I g rew up,  so I want to address 
the Throne Speech as it relates to my community. 

Some say, what does the Throne Speech mean for 
Brandon? A suggestion was made the word " Brandon" 
was left out of the Throne Speech.  Wel l ,  heavenly days, 
so was Dauphin .  I th ink Portage la  Prairie was left out; 
I bel ieve it was. I th ink Mel ita was not mentioned either, 
and Mafeking .  The Honourable Member for Swan River 
( M r. Burrell) must be furious to know that M afeking 
might not be mentioned . Let us look at the reality of 
that k ind of cr it ic ism. Let us look at what is in  the 
Th rone Speech for Brandon. 

We have a new Economic Development Department 
in  this new Government. That department is committed 
to development not only of the important centre of the 
City of Winnipeg but of al l  areas of the Province of 
Manitoba. I am happy that my colleague, the M i nister 
of Industry ( M r. Ernst), is co-operating with al l  the 
Members of his caucus, and specifically me, in agreeing 
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to meet ing with business and industrial leaders and 
political people, municipal people in  the City of Brandon. 
H e  h as already done that and has agreed to do it more 
in an effort to t ry to f ind ways to develop the industrial 
base of the City of Brandon .  I th ink  that is sign ificant 
and I believe the changes in  his department wil l  facil itate 
the process. So Brandon should be very interested i n  
that .  T h e  same with my Department o f  Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs and Co-operative Development, soon 
to  be called the Department of Co-operative, Consumer 
and Corporate Affairs. That will make that department 
more efficient whi le reducing noth ing i n  the area of 
p rogram, while cont inu ing the emphasis on the bu i ld ing 
of the co-operative movement in  th is province, and at 
the bottom l ine saving taxpayers' dol lars in terms of 
t he administrat ion.  

Many t imes Members on  this side of the H ouse have 
complained that the bureaucracy in th is province has 
g rown out of al l  proport ion to t hose parts of the publ ic  
service which actually deliver the services to the people. 
That is  a theme that we h ave talked about a lot d ur ing 
the election campaign and we are now in  Government. 
So it seems to me it would be somewhat counter to 
a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t hat  we s a i d  if we sat on t hese 
opportunities for br inging about savings and saving 
taxpayers dol lars and spending them more wisely. 

We are responsible enough as a Government to talk 
openly about mult i-year budgeting and, of course, deficit 
control .  The i nteresting th ing about this is  that these 
things were a central theme to both of the major Parties 
i n  t h i s  H ouse .  T h e  t h i r d  Party, at  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  
G overnment,  h a d  t o  defend a record . I d o  not envy 
them the job that they had. They were not able to argue 
those things and I think those were important th ings 
to argue.  The t ime has come for us to  face some of 
t hose issues squarely and actual ly to  d o  someth ing 
about them.  

Brandon issues are b read-and-butter issues, the 
k inds of issues that you wi l l  hear about more when the 
Budget is brought d own by the Min ister of F inance ( M r. 
M anness) on August 8, but I have a h unch we are going 
to hear something about the payroll tax because there 
was a preview of that in the Throne Speech.  And d o  
y o u  t h i n k ,  M r. Speaker, that to the City o f  Brandon and 
to al l  the people who not only provide jobs i n  Brandon 
but also who benefit from having jobs - and that 
means their ch i ldren and their aunties and uncles and 
anyone  else who h a p pe n s  t o  b e  i n vo lved  in t h e  
community o f  Brandon.  Do you t h i n k  that they are not 
interested in  seeing the phase out of the payrol l  tax? 

But we have been hearing l itt le else when we are 
talking out economic issues. We have been hearing 
little else but talk of the payrol l  tax ever since the d ay 
the N ew Democratic Party Government of th is province 
brought it in. So we are now committed to doing 
something about that. We th ink it is very i mportant. 
The people of M anitoba agreed because the people of 
Manitoba elected al l  but 12 Members of this H ouse 
who were campaigning on the issue of the payrol l  tax. 

Do you think the people of Brandon are not concerned 
a b o u t  t h e  mess t h at we f o u n d  at t h e  Wo rkers 
Compensation Board , and the mess that has been 
created there? That has to be attacked and dealt with 

1 82 

by the Government. That was referred to in the Throne 
S peech and I am tel l ing you the people of Brandon 
are very interested i n  seeing that matter dealt with .  

Labour legislat ion,  the people of  M an itoba have long 
been concerned about our labour legislation i n  th is 
province, ever s ince the days of the T. Eaton matter, 
when the T. Eaton Company had to respond to act ion 
taken in the labour area by threatening or by actual ly 
moving to close down a large portion of that store. 
The people of Brandon are very aware of how the 
balance has changed in  M an itoba over the last number 
of years. Al l  the people of Brandon want to see is a 
level l ing of the playing field. I have been saying that 
al l  along. I say that d i rectly to the Leader ( M r. Doer) 
of the Third Party in  this H ouse. He still smiles; he st i l l  
th inks that I am on the wrong track. But l isten to what 
the people had to say on Apri l  26. That is important. 
We have to respond to what the people said or we wil l  
not be here very long. 

The Throne Speech talks about Manitoba achieving 
a fair share of the federal contracts, a fair share of the 
pie in  this country. We th ink that with the renewed 
re lat ions  wh ich  w i l l  h ave been ach ieved , or  were 
ach ieved , by the change i n  Government on M ay 9, we 
wi l l  see better opportunit ies and we wi l l  see better ways 
to cooperate with the federal Government for the benefit 
of all the people of th is province. 

The matter of health care. I ask you , d o  you th ink 
the people of Brandon were not pretty concerned when 
a couple of years ago the previous Government was 
responsible for the closing of 30 beds at Brandon 
General H ospital? Brandon General is not that big of 
a hospital, and to take 30 beds out of circulation is a 
pretty serious matter. 

* ( 1 720) 

Wel l ,  we are very i nterested i n  Brandon about the 
health care advisory network and we are also very 
interested i n  the idea that lottery reven ues might be 
used to assist in  our health care in  this province. I 
wonder if the CT scanner installed at the Brandon 
General H ospital recently might not have been installed 
sooner if such a pol icy h ad not been adopted earlier. 

I am going to move q uickly n ow because I see that 
the t ime is passing.  I would l ike to get down to some 
of the issues i n  my own area of responsib i l ity and deal 
very briefly with them and then I wil l  sit down. 

I th ink  the First Min ister ( M r. F i lmon) is certainly on 
the r ight track when he suggests a M inistry of Justice 
wh ich  encompasses t h e  Depart m e n t  of Attorney
General and Corrections i n  the same department. it 
just makes plain good sense and I believe the people 
of Manitoba agree. 

I can report that work is already under way toward 
addressing the problem of the backlog of crim inal cases. 
I believe this was a matter raised by the H onourable 
Member for Concordia ( M r. Doer) in  his first questions 
in  th is Session and I wonder how it i s  that he has the 
gall to raise that question when the problem is of his 
Government's making and we are already to work trying 
to solve that problem. 
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The small claims l im it .  I bel ieve you will find that the 
small  c la ims l imit that we are proposing th is Session 
wi l l  be accepted with open arms by people i n  Manitoba 
who come into confl ict with others in  f inancial matters, 
and I th ink raising that l imit  to $5,000 is a very good 
idea. I also th ink i t  is a good idea to see to the other 
parts of that program which will see that once a claim 
is  fi led in  the small claims court it remains i n  the small  
claims court ,  and also that the provision of default 
judgment wi l l  be there. I th ink the people of Manitoba 
wi l l  accept that with open arms. 

I cannot talk much longer, I am going to talk about 
some of these things later i n  the Budget Debate, as 
well ,  but I cannot wait and talk in  more detail about 
the changes we have in  mind for the Law Reform 
Commission .  I mean , it is  a pretty important m istake 
that the previous Government made with regard to the 
Law Reform Commission . I see Honourable Members 
opposite in  the L iberal Party nodding their heads and 
I look forward to their support and I look forward to 
the debate on that. 

Access assistance is something announced yesterday, 
somet h i n g  that  I w i l l  g ive cred i t  t o  t h e  prev ious  
Government for. They negotiated that agreement. We 
f ind that it is a good idea and I hope it works and I 
hope that the pi lot project can soon become a ful l
blown project, not just i n  the City of Win nipeg, not just 
province-wide as I want it to be, but country-wide. So 
there is something I can g ive my support to .  

The Honourable Member for  St .  James (Mr. Edwards) 
and I will continue the saga of the Land Titles debate, 
I know, and I look forward to that. I am proud that my 
G overnment has accepted the idea and accepted , in 
fact , the Native Enquiry headed by Associate Chief 
J ustice Hami lton and Associate Chief Judge S inclair. 
We th ink that we are going to get some new d i rections 
on that, we are going to get some very good advice 
and we expect to act on the advice that we get that 
is good.  

There are other issues. I can assure you there are 
other issues, but it is strange once you get on your 
feet how easy it is  just to talk and talk and talk .  I know 
t h at a l l  H o n o u rab le  M e m bers s h are w i t h  m e  i n  
supporting what i s  i n  that Throne Speech .  I have not 
seen any amendments ,  and so I suggest t h at a l l  
Honourable Members -( I nterjection)- a n d  I u rge them 
to join with us in  supporting the thrust that is in  there, 
and helping us to get as much of that program through 
for the benefit of al l  Manitobans, because I bel ieve by 
the kinds of speeches I am hearing in  this place that 
there is a wi l l  among Honourable Members to work 
together and achieve those th ings that are good . 

Yes, there wi l l  be disagreement now and again.  There 
will be disagreement about how we should get there 
as the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs) has 
said ,  but I bel ieve she sees that most of us on most 
issues are heading very much in the same d i rect ion.  

I look forward to a productive and a cooperative 
Session, M r. Speaker. Our constituents demand that 
and we owe them nothing less. 

Mr. Herolc:l Driedger (Niakwa): I wish to extend thanks 
to the Honourable Attorney-General ( M r. McCrae) for 
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stepping in as he d id ,  to faci l itate my abi l ity to be able 
to speak at this time and I thank him for that .  

I wi l l  carry on wi th  where I left off last, and that  was 
to thank the Members in this House who have had 
some history of experience in th is Chamber, to thank 
them for their  welcoming remarks that they have made 
to make us feel welcome, to make us feel comfortable. 
I rel ish the debates that are to come and I think some 
of the exchanges across the Chamber f loor may become 
qu ite enl ighten ing,  indeed , for both sides. 

M r. Speaker, I am honoured to be able to add my 
congratulations to those of my col leagues on your 
election to the office of Speaker of this Assembly. 

I recognize that it wil l  not be an easy task to d ischarge 
the duties of this office due to the pecul iar make-up 
of this Chamber, this Legislature. H owever, I have every 
confidence that you will be able to rise to this challenge. 
I k now that in allowing for the minority representation 
in  this Chamber you will have to be firm , fair and even
handed. 

But even so there wi l l  be times when one Party or 
another may feel that a different rul ing would have 
favoured its position or argument. Your  decisions, 
however, must be supported by al l  of us ,  as we have 
already twice in this short Session supported them -
at least on this side, to the right of the Party to my 
left. That is because your office serves the whole 
Assembly, not just a part of it; just as each of us serves 
our whole constituency and not just a part of it; just 
as we serve the whole of the province and not just a 
part of it .  

I also congratulate the M over (Mr. Praznik) ,  and the 
Seconder (Mr. G i l leshammer) of the Speech from the 
Throne on the high standard that they set for those of 
us who follow them. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. H. Driedger: I also want to acknowledge that the 
subsequent speakers on this side of the Chamber and 
on the other have, for the most part, been able to rise 
to this high standard. 

M r. Speaker, I also want to thank the constituents 
of N iakwa for the trust and confidence that they have 
displayed in my abi l ity to address the concerns t hey 
have regard ing their constituency and their province. 

I also wish to thank the former Member for N iakwa, 
M r. A be Kovnats , for the many years of service he gave 
to th is constituency. 

M r. Speaker, the people of my constituency are 
looking to me. The people of this province are looking 
to us here in  th is Chamber, to provide the necessary 
stabil ity and security of their person so they can go 
about enhancing their qual ity of l ife. The people of 
N iakwa are not anxious for government to be intrusive 
on their l ives. They want only that the laws and ru les 
by which our society functions be made so that they 
are fair to al l  without taking away from each of them 
the r ight to ind ividual ize their concept of what it means 
to be a Manitoban or to express their individual concept 
of what it means to be a Canadian. 
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The constituents of N iakwa are a vignette of Canada. 
Among t hem are new Canadians and old,  f i rst people 
and second ,  Francophones and Anglophones, visib le  
m i norities and the d isadvantaged. We are a mu lt icultural 
constituency l iv ing and working together. To try and 
l ist them all would risk omitt ing some. 

Vu que je comprends le franc;:ais m ieux que je ne le 
par le,  je vais l i re mon d iscours. 

Les electeurs de la  c irconscription de N iakwa sont 
fort representatifs de la population canadienne. Parmi  
ceux-ci, nous t rouvons des Canadians de viei l le  et de 
n o u v e l l e  souches ,  d e  p re m iere e t  d e  d e u x ieme 
generat ion ,  des francophones et  des  anglophones, des 
m i norites visib l :�s et des gens defavorises. 1 1  s'agit d 'une 
circonscription multiculturelle formee de gens qui  vivent 
et t ravai l lent ensemble. Je ne tenterai pas d 'enumerer 
les elements qui le compose car je risquerais d 'en 
oub lier. 

* ( 1 730) 

� Je suis un Canadian de la  premiere generat ion.  Ma 
langue maternel le n 'est pas le  francais ,  mais le Canada 
est officiellement bilingue. 1 1  est temps de cesser de 
s 'en faire a propos de la langue a employer et d 'essayer 
d 'en  apprendre le plus possible. Car u ne personne qu i  
possede la maitrise de plus d 'une langue peut  mieux 
comprendre les autres cultures. La langue d i rige les 
p e n sees de fac;:on  s u b t i l e .  D a n s  not re  societe 
m ult iculturel le, si nous pouvons converser dans plus 
d ' u ne langue, nous pouvons comprend re d avantage 
Jes mult iples facettes de la culture canadienne que nous 
sommes en train de creer. Ce que nous faisons ici 
pourrait servir de modele dans le monde entier. 

Je s u i s  f ier  d ' a p p o rter  m a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a u  
developpement de cette societe e t  de participer a cette 
experience. Monsieur le president, je compte m 'opposer 
de t o u tes mes forces a t o u t e  e n t rave a c e  
developpement. 

(Translation) 

As I understand French better than I speak it ,  I wi l l  
read my speech. 

The constituents of N iakwa are a vignette of Canada. 
Among them are new Canadians and old,  fi rst people 
and second ,  Francophones and Anglophones, visible 
minorities and the d isadvantaged. We are a mult icultural 
constituency l iving and working together. To try and 
l ist them al l  would  r isk omitt ing some. 

I am a f irst generat ion Canadian.  My cradle tongue 
i s  not French,  but Canada is off ic ial ly b i l ingual .  l t  is 
t ime we stopped worry ing about which language to use 
and concentrated more on  learn ing as m any as we can . 
When a person can use more than one language, it is  
actually possible to u nderstand other cultures better. 
Language d i rects thoughts in subtle ways. S ince we 
are a multicultural society, the greater our ab i l ity as a 
people to converse i n  m ore than one language the 
greater wil l  be our abi l i ty to u nderstand the d ifferences 
inherent in the mult i -faceted Canadian culture we are 
developing.  What we do here can become a model for 
the world .  
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I am proud t o  be a b l e  to c o n t r i b ut e  to t h i s  
development a n d  part icipate i n  th is  great experiment. 
M r. Speaker, I will resist with every f ibre of my being 
anything that wil l  h inder this development. 

N iakwa is  a constituency l i ke a l l  the others. There 
are local issues which, when exami ned carefu l ly, have 
appl icab i l ity to the province as a whole. Sometimes 
though,  there are concerns which are more narrowly 
focussed . For this address, I will focus on two of the 
former and only one of the latter. 

We are a society in which systemic secrecy finds easy 
route. This is true of the school system, as well as any 
other. Parents have a right to know how t heir chi ldren 
are succeeding or performing in  school ,  yet i t  seems 
th e  only indicator of th is performance is a term report 
card. Parents have a right to access the records, access 
the recommendations and the test scores which form 
the basis for their youngster being placed in  special 
programs or not. Foreknowledge and early intervention 
can often a m e l i o rate the n ee d  for l ater spec ia l  
programs.  I am encou raged t h at t h e  Freedom of 
Information Act wi l l  be proclaimed September 30 of 
th is year. l t  wi l l  come none too soon for the Parents 
Educational Rights Coal it ion. 

Another issue concerning residents of Niakwa deals 
with services to seniors. This too h as applicabil ity to 
the province as a whole. Our seniors put a great deal 
of their l ife into the system which we now enjoy. 
However, it often appears that they, who helped develop 
it, derive less than their fair share from it. lt is incumbent 
upon us to make certain that the budget restraints we 
feel may be necessary today are not made at the 
expense of those who bui l t  th is country. We must be 
careful that we do not punish their prudence and their  
good management. We must also be careful that our 
social pol icies d o  not remove them from effective 
participation in our society. What we must bear in  mind 
is that we,  too,  wi l l  one day be where they are and 
unless our priorit ies wi l l  have changed for  the better, 
we wi l l  feel as they do.  

Flowing out of th is is one of their major concerns, 
that of health care. Seniors realize that they wil l  make 
more immediate demands on the health care system 
than we who are presently in  th is Chamber. lt is  
encouraging that the Speech from the Throne made 
reference to the suggestion that the health care system 
should benefit from lottery revenues. 

Our seniors favour choice in  l otteries. They do not 
state that we should d ivide the lottery pie d i fferent ly 
so that those organizations that are presently gett ing 
the ir  revenues from lottery funds - what t hey are saying  
is "have choice ."  They are not  saying "d ivide the  pie" ; 
t h ey are say i n g  " c reate a new lottery, "  per h a p s  
someth ing l i k e  the S t .  Boniface H ospital Lottery. I f  w e  
must have a voluntary tax l i ke  lotteries are, a t  least let 
us decide where we want this tax revenue to go. 

I will be watch ing  to see what kind of amendments 
to The Man itoba Lotteries Foundat ion Act wi l l  flow out 
of the Needs Assessment Study mentioned in  the 
Throne Speech.  

One of the issues in  Niakwa that is more n arrowly 
focussed than the two just mentioned deals with the 
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encroachment of the city on the surrounding farm land .  
R u ra l  land  farmed w i t h i n  t h e  C i ty  of  Wi n n i peg 
boundaries is  taxed at a h igher rate than rural  land 
outside of these boundaries. Land taxed on the basis 
of deve lopment  poten t i a l  c a n n o t  be  farmed 
econom ica l ly. Farm i n g  i s  far  too a n  expensive 
occupation today. Farmers should be encouraged to 
use our best farm land for agriculture and not be d riven 
to subdividing it for yet another residential development. 
Special classification on the four-acre rule on land used 
for agricultural purposes at the u rban fringe mit igates 
against any sensible agricultural policy in an area that 
used to serve the city well with dairy farms and market 
g ardens. 

I will be 'lery i nterested again in  seeing whether the 
assessment reform referred to in the Speech from the 
Throne wil l  i nclude implementation of the conclusions 
of the Weir Commission report, and judging by the 
references made to th is report by the Member for Ste. 
Rose, the M in ister of Mun icipal Affairs ( M r. Cummings), 
when he spoke on Monday the 25th ,  it appears that 
it wi l l  be. I have constituents most anxious that th is is 
d one qu ickly. 

I have made reference to three specific clauses in  
the Speech from the Throne because these three have 
d i rect i mpact upon my constituency, but some general 
o bservations are called for as wel l .  

A Throne Speech is n o t  expected to b e  a detailed 
b lueprint of legislative action - rather it is a sketch,  
a n  artist 's  rend i t ion  of a G overnment 's  leg is lat ive 
agenda - but what th is document has sketched gives 
me g rave pause for concern. We hear that the deficit 
in taxes will be reduced; yet, by the same token, 
commitments are made to increasing expenditures. Just 
l isten: Significant additions to be made to the Estimates 
to i ntensify efforts of tourism market ing;  improvements 
in provincial h ighways - one hopes that this means 
real construction and repair rather than the visual 
improvement caused by mowings of r ights-of-way -
revitalization of the Manitoba Research Council , facil ities 
and staff; addition to educational resources for Aids 
and d rug and alcohol education;  i ncreased funding for 
i ndependent schools; also additional resources for the 
chi ld protection centre; more day care spaces; and 
even funding to reduce the backlog of court cases; 
and I have not exhausted the l ist. Perhaps I should 
note that I am a novice M LA, but I am aware of the 
d i fferent euphemisms for the term "more money." 

In  this Throne Speech we have it a l l ,  the wish l ist of  
a young c h i l d  at C h r istm as t ime,  secu re i n  t h e  
knowledge that Santa brings g ifts for free because the 
ch i ld  does not associate p rice tags with them. We, 
however, know that th is is not so. Everything must be 
paid for. I am not so sure I can accept the concept 
that all of these costs can be borne out of the savings 
impl icitly impl ied in  the term "better management." I 
am reminded by the experience of our northern citizens, 
the aborig inal people, whether they be status or non
status who legitimately point out that there is not enough 
viable economic development in  their communit ies to 
generate the employment opportunit ies which provide 
the jobs that pay the taxes which should pay for the 
social services in their communit ies. Things seem to 
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be the wrong way around.  The social service del ivery 
systems are the major employers in  these communities. 

So what happens when these programs cease to 
operate or cease to be funded? An economy d riven 
by service industry development rests on the frag i le 
assum ption that program funds wi l l  continue to  be 
allocated . I see this Government's intention as indicated 
in  the Throne Speech following a very similar phi losophy. 
lt is the social delivery systems, health ,  educat ion,  
special needs groups,  noble programs al l  which lead 
off the economic hit parade. All of these programs are 
i mportant in our society. However, they must be paid 
for like anyth ing in our economy. 

References made to m a k i n g  use of o u r  energy 
resou rce by attracting energy intensive industries to 
Man itoba, however, northerners need the reassurance 
of Government that the location of t hese industries wi l l  
benefit them d i rectly in  spinoff investment. We hope 
that the long-term strategies which are to be developed 
cooperatively, and that was a term used in  the Throne 
S peech,  to address the North 's  un ique problems and 
cha l lenges w i l l bear more f ru i t  than  the previous 
development strategies made by other admin istrations 
at other times. 

I mplementation of a strategy is the bottom line, not 
another study. Manitoba's wealth is i n  the north. Our 
populat ion and business infrastructure is i n  the south. 
We have to  make a commitment towards balancing 
th is inequality. 

* ( 1 740) 

C a n a d a ' s  western m ost At lan t ic  seapo rt is i n  
Manitoba at Churchi l l .  A ful ly implemented northern 
development strategy must include g reater use of this 
national but frequently overlooked resource. Our north 
must be developed with a view to retain ing the mult ipl ier 
effect of development in  the north .  We must commit 
ourselves to using the North 's  natural advantages in 
being resource and energy rich to overcome the major 
d isadvantage of being so far away from any market of 
consequence. 

The mega projects which have been brought forward 
to develop the North's hydro potential provide but short
term employment and short-term investment. Once 
completed the benefits of the project accrue to the 
south .  As Members of urban r idings, we on this side 
of the H ouse here tend to be criticized for not having 
enough regional d iversificat ion.  But anyone can see 
that any energy intensive industries that will be attracted 
to Manitoba because of our bountiful energy suppl ies 
wi l l  because of the h igh cost of the h igh voltage 
transmission l i nes already in  place mean that these 
industries wi l l  be located in the south.  How does this 
fact square with northern economic d iversificat ion? 
Whi le I am on this topic of energy, why not instead 
encourage g reater domestic use of our own electric 
energy so we become less dependent  u p o n  t h e  
decreasing amounts o f  fossi l  fuels which can only 
become more expensive as t ime goes by and we wil l  
f ind ourselves in  another energy crisis. Let us use our 
own . 

lt is t ime we rise to the challenge presented to us 
in t h e  nor th  and commi t  o u rselves to mean i n g f u l  
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northern development despite economic pressures to 
d o  otherwise. We have the assurances of the M i nister 
of H ighways and Transportat ion ( M r. Driedger) tha! the 
officials from the wheat board and the Government of 
Canada with whom he met just a short while ago 
assured him that the Port of Churchi l l  wi l l  sh i p  g rain 
th is year. H owever, considering past practice, that the 
type of grain shipped through Churchi l l  normal ly comes 
from outside of the Church i l l  rai lway advantage area, 
one tends to q uestion the meaning behind  some of 
these assurances. S imple economics to my mind d ictate 
that every possible advantage that Church i l l  might offer 
in the form of reduced freight costs would be capitalized 
on.  I nstead what I see seems to be decisions made to 
put Churchil l 's  natural advantages in  the worst possible 
l ight .  

I would th ink that the Wheat Board ,  which signs i ts 
contracts well i n  advance of even the seaway's shipping 
season ,  could  sh ip grain over the H udson Bay l ine in 
late winter and spr ing,  and store th is same g ra in i n  the 
terminal elevators at Churchi l l  i n  order to be able to 

• take advantage of the f irst sh ip docking there, to pick 
• up its f irst load, i nstead of decid ing to ship the g rain 

when the first ship arrives. I understand from the 
Members to my left  here who talked yesterday that 
there is a t hree-week shipping delay. 

C i rcumstances even mit igate against using Churchi l l  
as our northern re-supply base. Fuel  for the isolated 
northern communities comes north by ship. This is 
because fuels can be del ivered to Montreal by p ipel ine 
from A lberta at a fraction of the cost of del ivering fuel 
from the nearest pipel ine supplied refinery at Regina,  
and then transported to Church i l l  by train .  But since 
we are already loading  boats at Montreal with fuel , why 
not t hrow in the g roceries as well ?  Consequently, 
Churchi l l  l oses out on a tremendous amount of re
supply custom. 

Taxpayers r ight now subsidize our use of Churchi l l .  
H ow much taxpayer support went into the construction 
of the pipeline? H ow much of what should be our t raffic 
right now is benefitting another region? What is more, 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, which competes d irectly with 

• Churchi l l ,  also bui lt  with massive public support, is going 
• to become a money sink again .  1t is an aging system 

that needs to be reconstructed soon.  Last year's 
problems on the Wel land Canal are just a harbinger 
of worse things to come. 

The Churchi l l  route also needs to be refurbished , but 
we are always told i t  wi l l  cost too much money. There 
will be too l ittle benefit ,  and when the costs are paraded 
out, it seems to me that the arguments always are -
what is the word? - cumulative. They add on the cost 
of refurbishing the l ine.  They add to that the cost of 
the articulated cars. They add on the cost of everyth ing 
else, when rather s imply saying ,  one or the other, or 
the other option should be used, and then we only talk 
about a th i rd of the potential  cost . When I hear th is 
argument, I always ask myself, to whom wil l  the benefits 
actual ly accrue? 

By now it  is also expected that most of the Li berals 
wi l l  speak about Meech Lake, and I am not going to 
d isappoint you . Others wi l l  address this much more 
eloquently than I can, so I wi l l  restrict my -( Interjection)-
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well ,  I h u m b ly perhaps wi l l  accept that, but I must -

I have also heard our crit ic for that part icular document 
speak,  and I th ink  that it is a moot point .  

I wi l l  restrict my comments to my crit ic area of 
responsi b i l ities. I wi l l  beg in  my preface i n  my remarks 
by stat ing that had the 1 i First M in isters been less 
interested in  strik ing a deal and more interested in 
deve l o p i n g  a const i tu t ion  for  our count ry al l  the 
inequit ies now evident would have been addressed in  
open formu m .  

When I h a d  a chance to meet our Member for 
Parliament in St.  Boniface in  the hal lway here the other 
day, I gave him my reservations about the Meech Lake 
Accord.  He  said ,  oh, you have fallen i n  line, or you 
have accepted the ch ips' argument. This is the one 
that says that gave away our bargain ing chips in the 
deal. That may be, but that chips' argument is very 
i mportant for the subsequent comments I am about 
to make. The way it stands r ight now, Quebec has 
achieved its d istinct society and has veto power over 
anyt h i n g  it sees as weak e n i n g  its pos i t ion  w i th in  
Confederat ion ,  so  opening up Meech Lake now wil l  
weaken t h i s  s t r o n g  h a n d .  I can u n d erstand t h e  
reluctance o f  t h e  Pr ime M i nister o f  that p rovince i n  
d o i n g  t h i s .  H owever, m y  perspect i ve is  t h at of a 
M anitoban. We are a small province with very little ability 
to affect the agendas of the more powerfu l ,  more 
populous, provinces. 

In this ,  we are very like the aboriginal people who 
signed their t reaties in good faith .  For a piece of land,  
some tr inkets and a bit of cash,  they extinguished their  
t i t le to vast lands which they had called their  own . Today 
we see what effect th is has had on their culture and 
economic development. 

Our  entit lements i n  Meech Lake are very simi lar. 
Replace the words with Meech Lake terminology and 
land becomes j udges, tr inkets become senators, and 
cash becomes the veto that al l  the provinces wi l l  have. 

Our aboriginal people are cal l ing for self-government, 
self-determination for themselves. They simply want 
the same rights and privi leges that al l  the rest of us 
have had for so long. But such democratic rights cannot 
be obta ined wi thout  strong economic  g uarantees. 
Without mean ingfu l economic development at the  
pr imary and second ary industrial levels ,  it w i l l  be  
impossible to stop the cycle of pouring more social 
service money into a region in  order to create temporary 
jobs. You need a sol id economic resource base to 
supplant the tradit ional economy of f ishing and hunt ing 
i n  order to create the mult ipl ier effect of true job 
creat ion.  

So what has th is got to do with M eech Lake? Meech 
Lake has the effect of freezing the economic status 
quo.  I have absolutely no quarrel with the cultural 
aspirations of the people i n  the Province of Quebec, 
but when we acknowledge that Government is made 
u p  of people and power, I fear for my chi id rens' future.  
When one has power, one tends to exercise power. 

M anitoba wi l l  not have any power to negot iate, to 
argue, to sway, but it wi l l  have power to deny, to withhold 
the cultural or developmental aspirations of any other 
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province or territory in this country. That is not what 
constitutional reform should be all about. Constitutions 
should be framed in  constructive terminology, not 
destru.::tive terminology; in enabl ing terminology, not 
withholding terminology. 

Make the economic opportunities more equitable in  
order to  have us a l l  on side. Future constitutional change 
will be meaningless because it wil l  be unable to address 
the issue of sharing economic power. I do not know 
about you, but I th ink that the economic potential of 
Manitoba is such that we should not have to go to 
Ottawa or provinces to the east of us,  cap in  hand .  

I see the  writ ing on the  wall .  Churchi l l  as  a seaport 
is  constantly derided. Economic decisions are made 
so that this port cannot compete economical ly. Other 
i n terests h ave far too m u c h  at stake t o  d evel o p  
competition elsewhere. We h ave no say in  this except 
to call upon the taxpayer for subsidies for our economic 
and social development. 

* ( 1 750) 

This is economic disincentive. lt  has nothing to do 
with the "distinct society" clause of Meech Lake, 
although I recogn ize the inherent problem in  the use 
of this term, but it has everything to do with the 
economic implication of the denial of meani ngful Senate 
reform. lt has everything to do with the denial of the 
aboriginal peoples' asp i rat ions for self-government 
which has the economic impl ications for the provinces 
and the federal G overnment because the term self
government  i m p l ies cont ro l  over  l a n d  a n d  i ts  
subsequent development. 

Let us not forget that the same 1 1  M i nisters who 
said yes to Meech Lake, said no to the aboriginal 
peoples' desire for self-government. The term they 
wanted to use was simply too broad. For us, Meech 
Lake is,  accept it with al l  its f laws; we will f ix it later. 
For them it was fix it first, you cannot have flaws in a 
constitutional document. For me personally, opposition 
to Meech Lake is not about Quebec, but rather it has 
to d o  with the economic institution of power sharing 
i n  Canada. The only i nstitution that I can see coming 
out of this,  which is  going to g ive us the opportunity 
to have these economic i nstitutions for power sharing ,  
is  an elected, effective and equa l  Senate wi th  powers 
to offset the problem of two very populous provinces 
with representation that m irrors this population and 
that favors their development. 
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lt would also, I might add,  permit us to accommodate 
the aboriginal people's concerns that some of their 
issues can only be addressed by representation at the 
national federal level and a national federal forum .  We 
have here i n  Manitoba the opportunity to sign ificantly 
contribute to the cause of an improved , renewed 
Canadian federal ism, a significant contribution as that 
made by the father of M an itoba, Louis Aiel. 

I look forward to the publ ic hearings promised in the 
Throne Speech. I look forward to hearing Manitobans 
describe their vision of Canada just as they d id  in  1 870. 
And there, S i r, I rest my prepared comments. H owever, 
I wi l l  take advantage of the fact that you d id  say 40 
minutes, and I wi l l  beg the indulgence of this H ouse 
for a few moments more to address some more, as 
my honourable col league from Aadisson (Mr. Patterson) 
stated yesterday, trifl ing matters. 

The first matter that he raised was the fact that d riving 
up Memorial Boulevard and looking at this imposing 
structure it looked l ike you had a used car lot i n  front, 
and I trust that the people who are in  charge of these � 
th ings can do something about that. , 

Whereas the Member for Aadisson (Mr. Patterson) 
referred to the front of the bui ld ing,  I am going to refer 
to something on the Assin iboine side. I referred to in  
my address that Louis A ie l  was an important h istorical 
f igure in  Canada and in Manitoba. I want to draw the 
attention of this H ouse to the fact that the statue and 
the containment wall around it has been very badly 
defaced and I think th is is not a very good comment 
u p o n  how we v a l u e  and h o n o u r  people  who are 
important to us and our development in  this province. 

I would l ike to encourage - no, I would  actually l ike 
to push if I could - whatever necessary buttons need 
to be pushed in order for some funds to be set aside 
to rectify that situation post haste. 

Thank you, M r. Speaker, for this opportun ity to 
address you. I th ink I have overcome my fi rst speech 
j itters. 

Ms. Maureen Hemphill  (Logan): Six o'clock? 

M r. Speaker: Is it the wil l  of the H ouse to call it six 
o'clock? This matter wi l l  stand in  the name of the 
Honourable Member for logan. The hour being 6 p .m . ,  
th is House is now adjourned and stands adjourned 
unti l 10 a.m. tomorrow (Friday). 




