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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, July 26, 1 988. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

MESSAGES 

Mr. Speaker: Before p roceeding to Oral Questions, I 
would l ike to d raw to the attention of Honourable 
Members that last Monday, July 18 was the 77th 
Anniversary of the establishment of the Commonwealth 
Parl iamentary Associat ion.  

To mark this occasion,  I would l ike to share with the 
H ouse a message from the Honourable Lavu Mu l imba, 
a M in ister of State i n  the G overnment of Zambia and 
chairman of the associat ion's executive committee. 

lt reads as fol lows: 

"I exten d  to a l l  of you fe l l ow Par l iamentar ians 
throughout the Commonwealth, warm parl iamentary 
greet ings and congratulations on the occasion of the 
77th B irthday of the Commonwealth Parl iamentary 
Associat ion.  

"This is a day to renew our faith i n  the noble ideals 
and objectives which attracted us to the C PA and for 
which the C PA has come to be known and respected 
throughout the free wor ld .  l t  is also a day to rededicate 
all our energies to conso l idating and extending belief 
in and practice of Parl iamentary Democracy to new 
heights and frontiers. For Commonwealth countries with 
exist ing Parliaments the task is  to raise the practice 
of Parliamentary Democracy to new and higher heights. 
There is  a temptation to take for granted and to assume 
that Parl iamentary Democracy will sustain itself and 
not keep guard against creeping attempts to  fetter the 
p ractice and growth of Parliamentary Democracy. 

"I want to take the occasion of the celebration of 
our 77th B irthday to appeal to every Member and 
Branch of the C PA to make a special effort to contribute 
to the creation of favourable conditions for the extension 
o f  P a r l i am e ntary Democracy t o  new a n d  w i d e r  
boundaries. I am sure that w e  a l l  want to see a bigger 
C PA membership next year when we celebrate our 78th 
B irthday. 

"In the meanwhi le,  the continued existence and 
t o l e rance o f  apar the id  in S o u t h  Afr ica ,  a former  
Commonwealth country, is and  must be taken as a 
challenge to every C PA Member and Branch al ike. A 
challenge because apartheid is a pain in our democratic 
flesh. l t  constitutes a constraint to the further p ractice 
and growth of the C PA,  not only in the African Region 
of the C PA ,  but also in other C PA Regions as its 
continued existence lurks as a potential threat to the 
l i fe and health of Parl iamentary Democracy and other 
democratic institutions. There can therefore be no 
compromise over apartheid.  We are al l ,  as soldiers for 
Parliamentary Democracy, called upon to fight the good 
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fight with al l  our might until the flag of the CPA is once 
more raised high in  South Africa, Namib ia and i ndeed 
elsewhere in  other Regions of the CPA where the CPA 
banner l ies trodden on the ground .  

" I  wish everyone of  you ,  and indeed every Branch , 
sterling success in your Parl iamentary careers and work. 

"The Honourable Lavu Mu l imba, MP, Chairman."  

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Churchill Health Centre 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition):  
M r. Speaker, Manitobans are very proud i ndeed of 
Churchi l l 's  role as an i mportant community in  the 
Canadian North. lt  has been said by many polit icians 
that we are a country from sea to sea to sea, and it 
is i ndeed that third sea which is located here i n  our 
province. But we have an issue affecting that very 
important and significant port, because we have been 
informed that the Northwest Territories is considering 
red u c i n g  i ts  c o m m i t m e n t ,  if not  e l i m in a t i n g  i ts  
commitment entirely, to the health centre at  Churchi l l ,  
which now presently serves in  great numbers the  citizens 
of the eastern Arctic. 

I ask the First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon): What measures 
does his Government plan to take to maintain the health 
centre as a viable faci l ity in l ight of the fact that the 
message that this House, through his G overnment, is 
giving to the Territories is that they are not wanted as 
provinces in this Confederation? 

• ( 1 335) 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I begin by 
rejecting categorically and totally the assertion that is 
made by the Leader of the Opposition ( M rs.  Carstairs) 
that we are tell ing the Northwest Territories or the Yukon 
that we do not want them as part of Canada. I met 
with the head of the Government in  the Yukon just a 
month ago, and we had a very pleasant exchange. I 
told h im at that t ime that I was very i nterested in  
continuing to work cooperatively with h im and with h is  
Government. 

With respect to the potential withdrawal of the use 
of the health care centre in  Churchi l l  from the Northwest 
Territories, my M i nister responsible for Health ( M r. 
Orchard) wi l l  be in contact with h im.  We wi l l  have the 
d iscussions, make them know our concerns, make them 
aware of t h e  fact t h at we w o u l d  l i k e  to work 
cooperatively with them,  and have them continue to 
use that health care centre so that it can cont inue to 
r e m a i n  v i a b l e  for  the people of C h u rc h i l l  a n d  
surrounding areas. 
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Churchill Development Board -

funding 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
M r. Speaker, with a supplementary question to the First 
M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon). 

We know that shipping and t ransportation is of grave 
i m p ortance t o  t h e  Port  of C h u rc h i l l ,  b u t  t h e  
Saskatchewan G ove r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  A l berta 
G overnment has seen f i t  to not contribute the ir  share 
to the funding of the Churchi l l  Development Board , 
which is the agency which h as spread the value of this 
port worldwide. I n  what way is this Government going 
to  make u p  for the shortfa l l  i n  fund ing for this vitally 
important organization to continue its work of promoting 
and developing Manitoba's only seaport? 

Hon .  Gary Fi lmon ( Premier): M r. S peake r, my 
Government wil l  continue to deal cooperatively with the 
G overnments of Saskatchewan and A lberta. I m ight 
say that we have estab lished better relations, even i n  
t h e  f i rst t h ree m o n t h s ,  t h a n  o u r  predecessor 
Government had in  i ts  six-and-a-half years with the 
Governments of Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

We had an excellent meet ing as First Min isters in 
British Columbia earlier this year i n  M ay. At that t ime, 
we issued a record of communique in  which we had 
agreement on significant issues that were of importance 
to all the western provinces and,  as a result of that 
kind of relationship, my M inisters wi l l  be having further 
d iscussions with the Governments of A lberta and 
Saskatchewan to impress upon them the importance 
of the Port of Churchi l l l ,  not only to M anitobans, but 
indeed to all of western Canada. As a result of those 
d iscussions, we will cont inue to demonstrate in  the 
future the support that we have demonstrated in  the 
past for the Port of Churchi l l .  

I m ight  le t  the Leader know - and she was not 
around I suppose during those years when, under the 
Lyon administration, we convened a meeting in Dauphin 
of al l  the people who were potentially interested in  the 
Port  of C h u rc h i l l ,  a maj o r  meet i n g  of  agr icu l t u re 
producers, of people who used transportation. This was 
in 1979 or 1 980 when my colleague, the Min ister of 
Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) was then the Min ister 
of Agriculture. We demonstrated,  by bringing together 
people who were interested in  the Port of Churchi l l ,  
who had a stake i n  the Port  of Churchi l l, that we were 
going to do everything possible to expand the use of 
the Port of Church i l l .  We made a commitment to the 
Port of Churchi l l  which we have not changed . Over al l  
these years we have been support ive of the Port of 
Churchi l l . We wil l  continue to be supportive of the Port 
of Churchi l l  and will do everything possible to keep it 
operat ing on a viable basis for the benefit of al l  
Manitobans. 

* ( 1 340) 
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Port of Churchill -
Funding 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition):  
I should inform the Premier that I certainly was here 
during the Lyon days and that is what made me become 
the Leader of the Liberal Party. 

I would l ike to ask the First M in ister (Mr. Filmon), 
Mr. Speaker: What is his Government doing specifically 
with regard to obtain ing additional funding for rail l ine 
development so that the Port of Churchi l l  can become 
a meaningful port in this province? Discussions are 
fine, but d iscussions do not equal f inancing. 

Hon. Gary Filmon: M r. Speaker, I am glad to hear that 
the Leader of the Liberal Party (Mrs. Carstairs) was 
not satisfied with the work that was being done by M r. 
Axworthy and the other Liberals who were aroun d ,  and 
took it upon herself to change al l  of those things. I am 
also interested to hear that she is now advocat ing that 
the Province of M anitoba should take the responsibil ity 
to bui ld rail l ines, to bui ld the railroads in Manitoba. 
I find it absolutely absurd . 

Last week on Friday, we had her Agriculture critic 
( M r. Evans) suggest ing that al l  farmers who did not take 
out crop insurance should now be al lowed retroactively 
to take out crop insurance after they have had a crop 
fai lure.  M r. S peaker, she is all over the map. She is 
giving suggestions that make absolutely n o  sense and , 
if she is advocating that we ought to bui ld the rai lways 
in Manitoba, then I suggest to her that we do not have 
enough money for all the promises, all the commitments 
and all the suggestions that she has been making even 
in the first few days that th is Legislature has been open. 

Mrs. Carstairs: So much for the commitment of this 
Government to  the Port of Church i l l .  

Kopstein Report release 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
My question is to the Minister responsible for the 
Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation (Mr. Cummings). 

We on this side of the House were heartened by the 
Throne Speech statement: "Open G overnment means 
keeping Manitobans fully informed and rendering public 
servants and pol it icians ful ly accountable ."  To this end, 
the Government stated that it would  require M PlC rates 
to be approved by the Publ ic Uti l ites Board . I n  this 
spirit of openness, wi l l  the Min ister responsible tel l  th is 
H ouse when Judge Kopstein 's  report wi l l  be ready? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister responsible for MPIC): 
M r. Speaker, as has been previously reported to the 
media, the judge expects to have h is report completed 
by about the 1 5th of August. 

Mrs. Carstairs: A supplementary q uestion to the same 
Min ister, can this H ouse look forward to it being tabled 
in  this House on or about the 1 6th  of August? 

Mr. Cummings: The 1 4th.  M r. Speaker, I wil l undertake 
to table the report as soon as I have had an opportunity 
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to examine it  so that I may respond to the media and 
to the Members opposite in an intel l igent manner. 

Mrs. Carstairs: Can we have a commitment from the 
Minister today as to how long he wi l l  require to have 
the report in his hands so he can read it before it  wi l l  
be shared with other Members of this House? 

Mr. Cummings: Perhaps it  has something to d o  with  
how fast I read, but  I already responded to that question. 

* ( 1 345) 

Child Care Task Force 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
The Government in their Speech from the Throne made 
a number of announcements on studies and task forces. 

I have in front of me the number of studies, just i n  
t h e  l ibrary o f  th is Legislature, studying t h e  issue of 

� chi ld care i n  Canada, indeed i n  Manitoba, task force 
• after task force, M r. Speaker. I would ask the M i nister 

of Community Services (Mrs. Oleson): What does she 
hope to gain by yet another task force on chi ld care 
in th is province? 

H o n .  C h ar l otte O l eson ( M i n i ster of Comm u n it y  
Services): I a m  aware that there have been many 
stud ies done. This chi ld care system in  Manitoba has 
been i n  place for some t ime now. I think it  behooves 
a n ew Government to take a look at how we have 
progressed,  where we need to go, what subjects need 
to be  addressed. For that reason ,  I have in it iated the 
task force. 

Mr. Doer: The former Leader of the Opposition and 
the Conservat i ve P arty ( M r. F i l m o n )  c a m p a i g ned 
cont inuously on the  basis that they had a p lan  and 
they were able to take over the province. T hey did not 
tel l  the people of Manitoba that their plan was to h ave 
a task force on every difficult issue facing Canadians 
and Manitobans. M r. S peaker, to the same Min ister, 

� what is the criteria of the task force, who are their 
, participants, when is it expected to answer, and could 

the M i nister table that i n  the House today? 

Mrs. Oleson: No, I cannot table that in the H ouse 
today. T h e  task force and its m a n d ate and i t s  
participants w i l l  be announced i n  d u e  course. 

Two of the things that we want to look at is something 
that has not been really addressed i n  this province, 
rural day care and Native day care. Those are two of 
the very important th ings we will want to look at with 
that task force, as wel l as many other things. 

Mr. Doer: Given the fact that this province is one of 
two i n  Canada with no plan and no posit ion to submit 
to the federal Government, al l  pol it ical parties certainly 
support the expansion of chi ld care i n  rural Manitoba 
to bu i ld on the best chi ld care system i n  Canada. Let 
us stop studying it, let us stop task forcing it, let us 
start act ing as a responsible Government on behalf of 
Manitobans on this very important issue. I would ask 
t h e  M i n ister  when s h e  w i l l  h ave h e r  cr i ter ia ,  h e r  
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participants and the terms of reference ready for the 
people of Manitoba in this province. 

Mrs. Oleson: The task force that is going to be 
u ndertaken has not impinged at all upon the i n itiatives 
taken by the federal Government in  plann ing day care 
for the future of this province.  We have a plan,  we have 
a pol icy that the legislation was tabled in  the House 
of Commons yesterday. So my officials will be working 
immediately to put into operation in  Manitoba that plan.  
The task force wi l l  not harm that or s low it down in 
any way. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Concordia, 
with a f inal supplementary. 

Mr. Doer: I f  the Minister has a plan, no one in  Manitoba 
understands what it is. 

We would ask, on behalf of Manitobans, to table the 
plan i n  th is House, to table the strategy, to table the 
criteria, to table the terms of reference, to table the 
participants so Manitoba wi l l  not be the last one out 
of the chute as it presently is with this M in ister, that 
Man itoba wil l  return to a leadership position in this 
province as we have in the past. 

Mrs. Oleson: I f ind it rather difficult to be patient with 
the Mem ber. The legislation was tabled in  the House 
of Commons yesterday. The plans are ready to be 
implemented, but we had to have that legislation. We 
have to k now the parameters; we have to negotiate. 
Every single province i n  this country is i n  the same 
posit ion.  They are al l  negotiat ing.  No one has signed 
an agreement. 

* ( 1 350) 

City of Winnipeg Council -
reductions 

Mr. John Angus (St .  Norbert): My quest ion,  M r. 
Speaker, strikes right at the heart of this Government's 
election promises to have open and honest government. 
l t  is directed to the Minister of Urban Affairs (Mr. 
Durcharme). 

Would the Minister please tell this Assembly if, at 
the official delegation meet ing on the 27th of J une, he 
discussed with or advised the official delegat ion of his 
i ntentions to reduce the size of council and, if so, what 
was their  reaction? 

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Urban Affairs): I would be 
g lad to put that on record, as I tr ied to put that on 
record yesterday. At the official delegation,  it  was 
questioned whether there wi l l  be a reduction in counci l .  
We told them that it was in  the process and the decision 
will be coming forward. 

Mr. A n g u s: Did  t h e  M i n ister  advise t h e  off ic i a l  
delegat ion,  a s  he did t h i s  Member i n  a briefing  i n  the 
M i nister's office on the 22nd of June 1 988, that only 
items that were necessary would be addressed i n  this 
Session and that the size of city council would n ot be 
pursued? 
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Mr. Duch ar m e: To the same M e m ber, what was 
discussed was - he is correct that the i mportant items 
be brought forward to the Legislature. We felt, because 
of the Boundaries Commission that has to deal with 
these in the fal l ,  that was what we considered an 
i mportant item and would be brought forward. 

Mr. Angus: I apologize. I have 12 years of governments 
not talking to the City of Winn ipeg so, i f  my frustrations 
are coming forward, it  is because I feel very strongly 
about this point, and I apologize to you. 

M r. Speaker, through you to the M in ister of Urban 
Affairs (Mr. Ducharme), if he did discuss th is with the 
official delegation and if he did tel l  them that it  would 
n ot be on the agenda, would he please apologize to 
my Leader for offending her integrity i n  this House 
yesterday? 

Mr. Ducharme: First of al l ,  I wi l l  not apologize for the 
simple reason that it  was discussed on  the agenda. I 
gave the answer on the previous q uest ion and again 
I speak to him. Also his same Leader yesterday, in  her 
Throne speech,  mentioned that I did not appear before 
the Cherniack Report. That was another case of her 
not divulging the correct fact. I, as part of the board 
of commissioners at the t ime, did appear before the 
Cherniack Report. 

Dept. Amalgamation 
Mr. Harold Taylor (Wolseley):  My question is for the 
First M inister (Mr. Fi lmon) in the absence of the Min ister 
of the Environment (Mr. Cannery). 

M r. Speaker:  O rder, p lease. We do n ot refer t o  
Members either being present or absent. 

Mr. Taylor: To the First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon), the 
Government's action of the past week shows us that 
the Tories are right wing wolves in moderate fleeces. 
This Government has stated its intention to establ ish 
a set of restrainable developments which wi l l  be a good 
move in the un likely event that they get it r ight, but 
this same G overnment has folded the Environment 
Department into Labour, where it wi l l  hobble along as 
an orphan neglected and u nderfunded. 

M r. Speaker, wil l  the First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon) honour 
t h i s  H ouse  w i th  some rat i o n a l izat i o n s  for  h i s  
Gover n m e n t ' s  hypocr isy o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  o f  
championing environmentally sound development and 
then wrecking the means to actually accompl ish it? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): M r. Speaker, g iven that 
it is his first opportunity in front of the cameras, I am 
sure that the Member would not mind repeat ing that 
question. There was a great deal of heckl ing going 
back and forth and I did not hear the lengthy preamble, 
so I wonder if  you would mind going over that once 
again. 

Mr. Taylor: l t  would appear that there are audio 
problems over on the far side of the H ouse as wel l as 
far-out solutions. Will the First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon) 
honour th is House with some rat ional izat ions for his 
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Government's hypocrisy of championing on the one 
hand environmentally sound development and then 
wrecking the means for actually accomplishing it? Thank 
you. 

Mr. Filmon: M r. Speaker, among many things, there 
is an opportunity for us in  many departments in areas 
of government service to rational ize and to make more 
efficient and more effective the senior management. 
What we are talking about i nvolves the el imination of 
a l imited number of people, does not involve the 
el imination in any way of program money. Funds wi l l  
sti l l  be spent on al l  the areas of responsib i l ity of the 
Department of Environment, Workplace Safety and 
Health. What we have done is consol idated senior 
management, just as the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. 
Carstairs) advocated on behalf of the Liberal Party when 
they were running for election just a few months ago. 
I am sure that the Member for Wolseley does not recal l  
i t ,  perhaps was n o t  i n vo l ved i n  m a n y  of  t h ose 
statements. The fact of the matter was they said, 
e l iminate bureaucracy, not services to people. That is 
precisely what we are doing. 

* ( 1 355) 

Mr. Taylor: A supplemental quest ion,  M r. Speaker. 

How will the new Environment Branch maintain a 
d is t inct  ident i ty  and m a n date a n d  avoid be i n g  
overshadowed b y  the department's labour focus? 

Mr. Filmon: I do not accept that it wil l  be overshadowed 
in any way. The fact of the matter is that it is a 
department that has several responsibi l it ies. I can recall 
when I was M i nister of Environment, it was at that time 
Consumer and Corporate Affairs and Environment. 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs) is being 
her usual negat ive self, but that is okay. The publ ic 
u nderstands that she has noth ing positive to say about 
th ings. She is even negative when she goes to N ova 
Scotia, her old home province, and insults the pol itical 
leaders there. l t  is part of her daily demeanor and we 
wil l  accept that. The reality is that we are in  no  way 
downgrading the responsib i l ities of the Department of 
the  Env iron ment .  The Env i ronment  w i l l  have very 
significant effect in  our province. We have suggested 
that, through the sustainable development in it iatives 
we are tak i n g ,  we have a better  a p p roach t o  
Environment, having it worked hand-in-hand with al l  
deve l o p m e n t  in M a n i t o b a  so t h at in fu ture  o u r  
development wi l l  b e  that type o f  development that is 
environmentally sound. We wi l l  e l iminate much of the 
confl ict that occurred in the past between i ndustrial 
development and other types of development and the 
environment. They are going to work hand-in-glove, so 
that in  future the development we have in  this province 
wil l  be of positive benefit to the people of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Wolseley, 
with a f inal supplementary. 

Mr. Taylor: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. S peaker. A f i n ai 
supplemental to the First M i n ister (Mr. Fi lmon). 

If this Government is so intent on consolidating 
departments, why was not Environment, for example, 
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com b ined with Natu ral  Resou rces to form a new 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources with 
potential, s ignificant positive i mpact instead? 

Mr. Filmon: All of these proposed possib i l it ies are 
a lways there. Other Governments have attempted that 
i n  the past. In fact, Environment used to be with Natural 
Resources. l t  was seen to be separate and apart from 
Natural Resources i n  that it had effects on i ndustrial 
development, for instance. it  had sign ificant effects on 
the way i n  which we plan various areas of development, 
h ighways, municipal affai rs and so on.  1t has a great 
deal to do with Workplace, Safety and Health which is 
i nterrelated with Labour. 

So al l  of these th ings have an effect and we had to 
evaluate these. 1 t  was our judgment, M r. Speaker, that 
the combination of Workplace, Safety and Health and 
Environment fit very n icely with Labour and that is why 
i t  was done. 

Port of Churchill -
future 

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin):  I have a question for 
t h e  M i n ister of H ighways and Transportat i o n  ( M r. 
Driedger). 

Four years ago our former G overnment signed a $93 
mi l l ion agreement with the federal G overnment to 
upgrade and secure the future of the Port of Church i l l .  
As part of that agreement the two levels of Government 
and C. N .  committed themselves to a target of 750,000 
tonnes of grain per year to be shipped through that 
port. N ow in the fifth year of that agreement and in,  
I might add, the first year of a Tory Government i n  th is 
province, we see the Port of Churchi l l  threatened with 
closure. 

My question is to the M inister of Highways and 
Transportation (Mr Driedger). What act ion has this 
M i nister taken to secure the Port of Churchi l l  and ensure 
that the federal G overnment l ives up to its commitment 
to  the people of Manitoba that was u ndertaken i n  that 
agreement that was signed four years ago? 

* ( 1 400) 

Hon. Albert Driedger ( Min ister of H ighways and 
Transportation): I want to thank  the Member for 
Dauphin for raising the q uestion, he h imself having been 
the M i nister of that department for many years. I do 
n ot th ink it  ever reached the 750,000 tonnes that he 
i ndicated was committed. 

In fact, M r. Speaker, I want to i ndicate - the Member 
asked what we have done or what I have done i n  terms 
of keeping grain moving through the Port of Churchi l l  
- that I was u p  at  the Port of Churchi l l  a l ittle over 
two weeks ago. I met with the federal M in ister of 
Transport, Benoit Bouchard. I met with the federal 
M i nister responsible for the Wheat Board, Charl ie 
M ayer. I had a joint meeting with him last Wednesday 
j ust prior to the opening of th is H ouse to express my 
concerns about keeping grain flowing through the Port 
of Churchi l l .  
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Despite the rumours that have been circulat ing that 
there wi l l  be no grain flowing through the Port of 
C h u rc h i l l  t h i s  year because of  the lack of  crop 
conditions, I have the  assurance from the federal 
Min ister of Transport that they wi l l  consider moving as 
much grain as possible through the Port of Churchi l l .  

Mr. Plohman: Empty promises are not  enough and 
they should not be enough for this M i nister. 1 t  is  nearly 
the end of Ju ly. The first ship should have arrived by 
now. lt  takes three weeks from the time that action is 
in i tiated for the grain to get to Churchi l l .  That means 
that we are into the middle of August already. 

I ask the M inister specifically: what assurances did 
he get from the federal M inister as to when that grain 
wi l l  be loaded? When it wi l l  arrive in  Churchi l l ,  when 
the port wi l l  open, and how much grain wi l l  be sh ipped 
through that port this year? 

Mr. Driedger:  Mr. Speaker, I find it interest ing that the 
Member for Dauphin gets so roused when he raises 
his quest ion.  He full well k n ows the difficulties with in  
the system of gett ing grain moving through the Port 
of Churchi l l .  When he i ndicated before that he signed 
an agreement for 750,000 tonnes a year to be moved 
through the Port of Churchi l l ,  he never accompl ished 
that at one stage of the game. The Port of Churchi l l  
has tremendous potential .  We have never reached that 
potential or anywhere close to it .  We wi l l  be working 
hard, as my Leader i ndicated. We wi l l  be worki ng hard 
to enhance the production and shipping through the 
Port of Church i l l  for al l  the people of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Member for Dauphin, 
with a final supplementary. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Speaker, M ani tobans are t ired of 
begging for action on the Port of Church i l l .  We have 
a Conservative Government  i n  t h i s  prov ince.  The 
M inister has just admitted that he is powerless, that 
he has received no assurances from the federal Min ister 
for shipments through the Port of Churchi l l  or that he 
does not care about shipments through the port. 

I am asking this Min ister what action does he  i ntend 
to take to assure Manitobans and this H ouse that the 
federal Government wi l l  l ive u p  to i ts  commitments 
u nder that  agreement  a n d  e n s u re t h at suffi c i e n t  
shipments are p u t  through t hat port i n  this sh ipment 
year. What action wi l l  he take? 

Mr. Driedger: Once again, I f ind it  amazing h ow the 
Member for Dauphin,  who was responsible for many 
years for the Port of Churchi l l ,  never i ndicated to this 
House that Saskatchewan withdrew their funding for 
the Port of Church i l l  Development Board two years 
ago, that A lberta withdrew it one year ago, and today 
he is  raising concerns about the Port of Churchi l l  and 
asking what we wil l  do i n  terms of a commitment. 

M r. Speaker, I wil l  i ndicate to you our commitment 
is to take and keep the Port of Churchi l l  viable and 
we wil l do every effort as I have i ndicated. I have already 
talked with both the federal M i nisters involved, and we 
wi l l  continue to have that k ind of discussion.  



Tuesday, July 26, 1988 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for Dauphin ( M r. Plohman) on a point of order. 

Mr. Plohman: M r. Speaker, this Min ister is not giving 
the facts to th is H ouse. I c learly told th is House and 
raised the issue of the Conservative Government's lack 
of commitment i n  Saskatchewan and A lberta for the 
P o r t  o f  C h u rc h i l l  when they p u l led  out of  t h e  
Development Board's sponsorship .  That i s  a clear fact , 
it is i n  Hansard. This M i nister is backed i nto a corner 
and now he is using u ntruthful statements i n  this House. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Government H ouse 
Leader M r. McCrae) on the same point of order. 

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader): 
M r. Speaker, I t h i n k  t h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for  
Dauphin (Mr. P lohman)  has been around th is place long 
enough to know the use to be  made of a point  of order, 
and I th ink he also knows that what he is doing is  
debat ing a matter i n  Quest ion Period under the guise 
of a point of order. I suspect that you are about to 
i nform the Honourable Member of that yourself, but I 
put forward that posit ion.  

Mr. Speaker: A d ispute over the facts is not a point 
of order. The Honourable Member for Churchi l l  on the 
same point of order. 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchill): No,  M r. Speaker, on a 
question. 

Highway 75 - twinning 

Mrs. Gerrie Hammond (Kirkfield Park): My question 
is to  the M i nister of H ighways (Mr. Driedger), and I 
wonder if the Min ister of Highways could give the House 
and the people of Manitoba an update on the long
awaited Highway 75. 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Highways and 
Transportation): M r. Speaker, I a p p reciate t h at 
question. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

An Honourable Member: Wait unt i l  you hear the 
supplementary. 

Mr. Driedger: M r. Speaker, the Members opposite 
might make light of the quest ion but I th ink Manitobans 
have a major concern about what has happened in  the 
h ighways program over the l ast eight years. I think the 
people of Winn ipeg are very i nterested in  terms of what 
is happening to H ighway 75. 

I would l ike to ind icate that my Leader, the Premier 
(Mr. Filmon), we had indicated that the twinn ing of 
H ighway 75 would  be a priority with our Government, 
and I am very pleased to indicate that we wi l l  be having 
an escalated program coming forward on H ighway 75 
for the twinn ing of it .  

I would l i ke to also ind icate at this t ime that, up to 
the point where we have construction now, there were 
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no further plans as to the twinning of Highway 75. There 
was not even a survey or design or functional program 
or nothing done. We have taken the in it iative. We wi l l  
be working forward on the twinn ing of H ighway 75 from 
both ends. 

land Titles Office -
Delay 

Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): M r. Speaker, my 
q uestion is for the Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. 
McCrae) of th is province. 

Yesterday, I was truly intrigued that the Honourable 
Attorney-Genera l  ( M r. McCrae) respon d ed t o  my 
q uestion about psychiatric care in  this province by cit ing 
h is  deal ing with the Winn ipeg Land Titles Office delay 
problem as an indication of how he is going to handle 
h is department.  

I want to in form the Honourable Attorney-General 
(Mr. McCrae) and this House that in fact today the 
Winnipeg Land Titles Office delay stands at 43 days. 
lt has i n c reased s i n ce J u n e  1 7 ,  1 98 8 ,  when t h e  
Honourable Attorney-General promised t h e  people of 
th is city i mmediate rectification of the problem. This 
is  i ntolerable, th is is unjust. The people of this city are 
losing thousands of dol lars every day. They want some 
action now. 

Mr. Speaker, my question is: How m uch money has 
the Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae) spent 
i n  the last five weeks making the situation worse for 
the people of this city? Is this the type of swift justice 
and swift rectification of delays in  the justice system 
that the people of this province can expect from this 
g overnment as they promised i n  their Speech from the 
Throne? 

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General): M r. Speaker, 
I must say I appreciate the theatrics of the honourable 
gentleman today and the forceful nature of his question. 
I suggest that he is bringing to this House i nformation 
which may not reflect or probably does not reflect the 
situation at the Land Tit les Office. He may have found 
one application there that has fal len by the wayside or 
fallen through the cracks, as opposed to what is actually 
the fact . 

The fact is that the govern ment of this province moved 
very quickly indeed regarding delays at the Land Titles 
Office which we agree are absolutely unacceptable. We 
moved very quickly to provide eight posit ions to the 
Winn ipeg Land Titles Office to work on the backlog. 
That had amounted to $90,000.00. 

Let us remember the nature of !he problem. The 
H onourable Member and I have had discussions about 
that as wel l as other members of h is caucus. I took 
the trouble to attend a meeting held by angry residents 
who are faced with increased costs as a result of delays 
at the Land Titles Office. Let us remember also how 
these things get started and when they got started and 
how the problems got started. We m oved quickly to 
address that problem. I can assure the Honourable 
Member I wi l l  look immediately into the situation that 
he raises today. 
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Mr. Ec:lwards: M r. Speaker, again for the Honourable 
Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae), and I certain ly have no 
qualms that he knows the problem. That is clear. I 
would remind the Honourable Attorney-General that in  
fact the delay, the sign ing date for  titles is posted dai ly 
in  the Land Titles Office and, as of today, it reflects 
43 days of delay. 

I want to ask, by way of supplementary quest ion,  
again  my first question and I would l ike it  answered. 
H ow much has the Honourable-Attorney General spent 
i n  f ive weeks to make this situation worse? I would l ike 
an answer to that q uest ion.  And I would further l ike 
to know i f  in  fact this same response wi l l  be brought 
i n  next year and the year after and the year after that.  
H ow long do Winn ipeggers have to put u p  with this? 

Mr. McCrae: M r. Speaker, I suppose I could respond 
w i t h  a p o i n t  of  order dea l i n g  w i th  t h e  fact t h at 
Honourable Members of the Opposit ion side cannot 
force members to answer questions, which I did answer. 
If he checks Hansard, he will see that there is an answer 
there. The other rule that the Honourable Member 
should remember is that q uestions should not be 
repetitive. 

Mr. Edwards: M r. Speaker, again for the Honourable 
Attorney-General .  Would the H onourable Attorney
General p lease confirm or i n  fact tel l  th is H ouse what 
he is  doing about the decision of the prior administration 
to imp lement the computer system i n  the Winn ipeg 
Land Titles Office over five years? Is  he reviewing it? 
I s  that five-year plan acceptable to him? What is he 
going to do about that? 

Mr. McCrae: M r. Speaker, I have been assured by the 
Winni peg Land Tit les Office that the computerized 
automated system is - work is  being done on that. 
T h e  fact is that the l ong-term solution to potential 
prob lems at the Land Tit les Office u nfortu nately 
presents a short-term problem, that short-term problem 
bein g  that staff are being used to put the automated 
system in place and to get all the paper documents 
converted to the computer. That takes time and it also 
takes staff. 

Knowing that is the reason that we put more staff 
to the task, not only of dealing with the ongoing business 
but also to get the job of gett ing automated done. 
When that is up  and running,  the situation wil l  be much 
i m proved from what i t  is today. I am not going to stand 
here and tell the H onourable Member that the situation 
today is satisfactory. l t  is not satisfactory. We could 
have sat on this for another couple of years, as the 
previous Government might have done, g iven the tact 
the way that it handles the economy there is never any 
m o n ey ava i l a b l e ,  t h e n  t h e re is n o  f lex i b i l i ty. M y  
colleagues i n  t h e  Cabinet responded quickly to my 
demands and my requests for assistance to address 
t h e  p r o b l e m s  at t h e  Land T i t l es .  I h ave t o l d  t h e  
H o n ou r a b l e  M e m b e r  that  I w i l l  m ak e  i n q u i r ies 
immediately at  Land Titles to f ind out just  what the 
problem is today. 

* ( 1 4 10)  
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Churchil l  Health Centre 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchi l l}: My question is to the 
M in ister of Health (Mr. Orchard) and I have to indicate 
to the M i nister of Health that I happen to agree with 
a couple of comments he made or is quoted as making 
in the newspaper, although I find myself in  serious 
disagreement and q uite concerned about one of the 
other comments. 

Firstly, I agree with him that the Churchi l l  Health 
Centre is  a world-class faci l ity, and thank him for taking 
note of the work that has gone on by many Governments 
to make that a reality. 

Secondly, I agree with the Minister that it makes sense 
that the Northwest Territories continue to ut i l ize the 
Churchi l l  Health Centre. But where I disagree very 
strongly with the M in ister of Health is  that he is quoted 
as saying  that, i f  the Northwest Territories does not 
u t i l ize the centre t o  the extent  n ecessary, t h e  
Conservative G overnment would have no option but 
to consider closing the Churchi l l  Health Centre, and 
that is a serious matter. I hope that it  is a misquote 
or a misinterpretation of his comments. 

My question to the M i nister is: Can he i ndicate what 
action he is taking now, not what action he is  going 
to be tak ing as was referenced by the First M i nister 
( M r. Fi lmon), but what action is he taking now to resolve 
t h e  outstandi n g  concerns between t h e  N o rthwest 
Territories and the Churchi l l  Health Centre and the 
Province of Manitoba? 

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health ): I thank 
the Honourable Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) for 
recognizing some future potential difficult ies that may 
happen if the Northwest Territories undertakes some 
future proposals to locate potential services of health 
care elsewhere i n  the Northwest Territories. The Member 
for C h u rc h i l l  o u g h t  to  carefu l l y  read h i s  research 
document, the article i n  the Free Press, wherein it said 
no such th ing where I am directly quoted as saying we 
would have no option but to  close the Churchi l l  Health 
Centre. That was not indicated by myself. I th ink,  if  he 
fol lows to the top paragraph i n  the second column of 
the article, he  wil l  f ind my comments accurately quoted 
in which withdrawal of services, i f  that were to happen, 
would seriously i mpact on the level of service at the 
Churchi l l  Health Centre. 

Now to answer the Member's questions, Mr. Speaker, 
I have contacted and been in a phone conversation 
with the admin istrator of the Churchi l l  H ospital . She is  
meeting with my director of Rural Health Care Facil ities, 
I bel ieve, today. The staff at the Manitoba Health 
S e rvices C o m m i s s i o n  are p u rsu i n g  w i th  t h e i r  
counterparts in  t h e  N orthwest Territories exactly what 
the territorial plans are in terms of provision of health 
care services in the Territories, whether in  fact they 
have any plans afoot to uti l ize the hospital at Yellowknife 
for patients emanat ing from the eastern part of the 
N orthwest Territories or  whether they would continue 
to use Church i l l .  Every indicat ion we have to date is  
that they wi l l  continue to use the Churchi l l  Health Centre, 
the Church i l l  H ospital , and the services that we p rovide 
in conjunction with the Faculty of Medicine for northern 
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M an itoba out of Churchi l l .  Nothing  is changing  i n  
Church i l l. l t  w i l l  be o u r  undertaking  to negotiate a n d  
discuss with t h e  Territories to assure that w e  are able 
to offer and cont inue to offer to those cit izens the very 
f ine medical services that are avai lable out of Church i l l  
w i thout  the  necessity of  d u p l icat i n g  the  services 
elsewhere i n  the Territories. 

Mr. Cowan: lt is gratifying to learn that the M i n ister 
of Health (Mr. Orchard) has been misquoted, but I would 
ask him specifically if  he is  -(Interject ion)- now he says 
he is not misquoted, and the paper very clearly -
( Interjection)- We have heard th is M i nister of Health so 
many times try to get out of what he has said by saying 
that he d id  not  really say that i n  the first instance and 
he was misquoted, he was m isinterpreted. That is one 
of the reasons why I ask my quest ion,  to g ive him an 
opportunity to clarify the i mpression that was left in 
the paper that Government would  consider closin g  the 
Churchi l l  Health Centre. 

I woul d  ask the M i nister, further to his comments: 
Has he met personal ly, because this is  a matter that 
s h o u l d  d e m a n d  h i s  persona l  atten t i o n ,  w i t h  
representatives o f  t h e  Northwest Territories? I f  he has 
not, will he undertake in this House today to arrange 
a meeting at the earliest convenience with political 
elected officials from the Northwest Territories to ensure 
that we know ful l  well what their concerns are and are 
able to work with them at the h ighest level in a consultive 
and cooperative manner to ensure that the Church i l l  
Health Centre, a world-class faci l i ty, continues to be 
able to operate i n  the f ine tradit ion that i t  has over the 
past decade and then some? So wi l l  he u ndertake that 
action now and not suggest that it can be done in the 
future? The t ime for this Govern ment to act is r ight 
now, at present, and it is  incumbent upon him to take 
strong action to protect the Churchil l  Health Centre. 

Mr. Orchard: I might ind icate to my honourable friend 
from Churchi l l  - not that I want to be a teacher and 
lecture h im - but quotations have those two little marks 
on the end of them and those are what people say. 
Without those marks, they are a paraphrasing of good 
remarks.  A q uotat i o n  is o n e  t h i n g ;  a report , a 
paraphrasing is something e lse. 

I simply want to point out to my honourable friend 
from Churchi l l  that th is circumstance of devolution of 
health care services to the N orthwest Territories was 
accomplished some t ime ago. I am not aware of any 
meetings that the previous admin istrat ion had to avoid 
the potential circumstance, the hypothetical situation. 
As I have indicated to my honourable friend from 
Church i l l ,  I have had discussion with the administrator 
of the Church i l l  Health Centre. She is meet ing today 
with the d irector of Rural Health Faci l i t ies of the 
Manitoba Health Services Commission,  and Health 
Services Com mission staff are undertaking discussions 
with their counterparts i n  the Northwest Territories to 
d eterm i n e  what the agenda is of  the N or thwest 
Territories i n  terms of provision of health care services 
to their people in the eastern side of the Territories. 

M r. Speaker, the services are acknowledged to be 
excellent there by the users in the Northwest Territories. 
lt is our considered position,  and the position we wi l l  
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take to discussions with the N orthwest Terr itor ies 
Department of Health and officials and the Min ister, 
that those services can be provided in the long term 
to the qual ity provision of good health care to those 
residents. T hat is the situation we support. T hat is the 
situation that has been supported in  the past , and we 
have no indicat ion that wi l l  change. 

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has expired. 

Some Honourable Members: Leave! 

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave? Has leave been granted? 
(Agreed) 

The Honourable Member for Church i l l ,  with a f inal 
supplementary question. 

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, I appreciate al l  that the 
M i nister has said h is staff is going to do. One knows 
that one has to rely on staff but also the Min ister should 
k now, because he did lecture long enough when he 
was i n  Opposit ion, that certain issues take a pol itical 
resolution. 

Is the M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard) prepared 
immediately to undertake to meet with elected officials 
and t h o se off i c i a l s  respo n s i b l e  for  hea lth in t h e  
Northwest Territories t o  ensure that there are open 
l i nes of communication at the highest level possible to 
resolve any outstanding differences that may, i n  what 
he says i n  a hypothetical sense, result in, and I am 
using a quote from h im,  " . . .  serious effects on the 
Churchi l l  House Centre in the future. " In an attempt 
to avoid those serious effects, is  he committed now, 
will he commit ,  will he u ndertake to meet with elected 
officials from the Northwest Territories immediately? 

Mr. Orchard: M r. Speaker, let me lay a basic bit  of 
groundwork for my honourable friend, the Member for 
Churchi l l .  To d ate the devolution of health care services 
has been granted to the Northwest Territories. T hat is 
an even t  t h at h a p pened w h i lst  t h e  pr.ev ious  
administration was in  office. Therefore, the  hypothetical 
threat to Churchi l l  as a northern health care faci l ity 
existed dur ing my previous colleague's time in  office 
and, quite frankly, I th ink the Member for Churchi l l  
represents that area. 

* ( 1 420) 

Now we are told that a number of init iatives are u nder 
way, first of a l l ,  an attempt to enhance the membership 
on the Churchi l l  Centre Board with membership  from 
the Northwest Territories, from Rankin I n let and other 
communit ies. 

Secondly, I repeat for my honourable friend that 
discussions are going on at this moment regarding  the 
future of the Churchi l l  Health Centre. Mr. Speaker, the 
issue is not the loss of services to Churchi l l  today 
because the N orthwest Territories has formulated no 
plan to remove services from Churchill. Senior executive 
members of the Manitoba Health Services Commission 
are discussing with their counterparts i n  the Northwest 
Territories to find out what policy direction the Territories 
Government is wishing to take now that they have more 
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full and complete control over del ivery of health care 
services. 

M r. Speaker, we can offer to the citizens of the 
Northwest Territories the fine faci l it ies of Church i l l .  We 
intend to do that and we are doing that r ight now. 

Mr. Speaker :  O rder, p lease.  M ay I rem i n d  t h e  
Honourable M i n ister o f  Beauchesne, Citation 358(2): 
"Answers to q uestions should be as brief as possible 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: Order, p lease. On the proposed motion 
of the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet (Mr. 
Praznik), standing  in the name of the Honourable 
Member for Concordia (Mr. Doer). 

Mr. Gary Doer (leader of the Second Opposition): 
M r. S peaker, it is i ndeed a n  h o n o u r  to  h ave t h e  
opportunity to reply a n d  respond to t h e  Speech from 
the T h rone p resented here last Thursday at this First 
Session of the 34th Legislature of Manitoba. 

1 would offer my best wishes to you, M r. Speaker, 
and congratu late you on your election to this h igh office 
as our Speaker, and I wish you wel l  in a very i mportant 
role and a very interesting role with the situation of a 
m i nority Government and with the three-Party system 
basically in th is province now that will present un ique 
chal lenges to a l l  of us, I am sure, and unique challenges 
to you as our S peaker. 

1 would also l ike to congratulate the Deputy Speaker 
on his elect ion to that position in this H ouse. I would 
wish,  as is  t raditional, all Members the best personal 
health and happiness in this House although, as we all 
recogn ize i n  pol itics, to be qu ite honest, we al l  start 
every elect ion at 000, and we wi l l  a l l  act accordingly 
i n  terms of representing our constituencies and our 
v i s i o n  of m o v i n g  t o  the Prov ince of  M a n it o b a  -
{interjection)-

M r. Speaker, I k new the Member for Arthur (Mr. 
Downey) would take the f irst cheap shot from his seat. 
1 am n ot disappointed in that. We took great joy i n  
point ing o u t  winn ing four o f  t h e  last s i x  elections and 
1 am n ot surprised that he has taken his first chance, 
i n  my f irst opening paragraph, with his comments. T hat 
is why we respect democracy so much. 

1 r ise i n  my place to thank the constituents of 
Concordia for returning me to this House. lt is an honour 
that 1 wil l  n ever take for granted, as al l  of us I know 
do i n  our own constituencies, and I rise in my place 
today with a g reat deal of pride in our province. The 
beauty of our province is always manifested in  al l  of 
our beautiful  four seasons but sometimes perhaps a 
l ittle bit  better i n  the beautiful t ime of the year that we 
are enjoying,  with the tragedy of course of the drought 
that is affecting some of our fel low cit izens in a very, 
very serious way. 

1 am also reminded at this t ime of the strength of 
Manitoba people. I th ink  the g reatest commodity we 
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have, when we look at sector by sector and i ndustry 
by i ndustry and area by area, is the strength of 
Manitobans, the diversity of Manitobans, the strength 
of t h e  peop le, t h e  cooperat ive env i ronment  that  
Manitobans work i n  and have enjoyed over the last 
number of years, the leadership position they have 
taken, the combin ing of social, health and economic 
opportunities and chal lenges i n  a very, very balanced 
way. That is the tradition that has bui lt  th is province. 

l t  has not al l  the advantages of other provinces in 
te rms of its raw advantages.  it has n ot a l l  t h e  
advantages bestowed upon central Canada b y  years 
of h istorical advantage from our federal Governments, 
but we have the strength of people and the strength 
of the province which binds us together, notwithstanding 
our partisan politics i n  our province. 

I n  deal ing with the Speech from the Throne, I would 
like to make some general comments and then move 
through the speech very specifical ly. I was l istening to 
the speech very carefully last Thursday and was very 
i nterested in the content of the Speech from the Throne. 
Qu i te  frank ly, i t  is somewhat tradi t iona l  to make 
comments on Speeches from the  Throne i n  our  usual 
1 0-second cl ips, and sometimes those are often fairly 
predictable. 1 was very disappointed that a Government 
that h ad told the people of Manitoba that they had a 
plan, they knew where they were going, they were going 
to face the challenges of the province i n  a bold and 
confrontative way, came i n  with a lot of rhetoric, a lot 
of task forces, a lot of studies, a lot of round tables, 
a lot of tr ipartite groups, a lot of this, a lot of that. I 
thought we would see some new themes emerging, or 
some evidence of a substantive new direction for 
Manitoba. We could comment on that. 

But what we have seen in  this Speech from the Throne 
is  a patchwork of specific in it iatives with no coherent 
plan or purpose. We have seen a wi l l ingness to engage 
i n  study after study after study. We have got some t ired 
Tory rhetoric, which I suggest looks very simi lar to the 
original Mu l roney Speech from the Throne, which I was 
very disappointed in seeing.  That was back in 1 984-
1 985. I suspect some of the same authors were involved 
in writing  the Speech from the Throne, its first draft, 
who were involved in the Mulroney Speech from the 
Throne. You can certain ly see the kind of Darwin ian 
language that is interspersed i n  terms of the real issues 
of M a n i toba.  Where boldness is needed, we f i nd  
t i m idness .  W here sens i t iv i ty i s  n eeded, we f i nd  
cal lousness. Where caution is needed, we  find reckless 
blundering.  

W h at i s  very c lear  f rom the o u t l i n e  of  t h e  
Government's intentions i s  this: This Government does 
not yet understand what sort of mandate it received 
on Apri l  26 from the people, which is now m anifesting 
itself i n  this House three months later. They are seized 
with indecision. T hey are seized with deal ing with just 
very simple targets and leaving  the tough issues facing 
Manitobans, as I say, to study g roups, to tripartite 
bodies, to task forces, to consultations and all those 
buzz words and umbrel las for inaction, no plan, and 
no plan to i mplement on behalf of the people of 
Manitoba. 

Certainly one would find that with th is Speech from 
the Throne. I f  you were to ask the people i n  the coffee 
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shops of Manitoba the d ay after the Speech was 
presented in th is House, there would be very l itt le 
substance for the people of M anitoba in  deal ing with 
the challenges they face and deal ing with the real issues 
that face Manitobans and their  fami l ies and real issues 
in the coffee shops in terms of deal ing with moving 
with this province into the future. They would remember 
maybe the 1 5-gun salute, they woul d  remember a l itt le 
pomp and circumstance, and th is S peech from the 
Throne wil l  be remembered general ly for a task force 
Speech from the Throne, rather than action. 

We have statements of concern i n  the Speech from 
the Throne. For example, about economic growth and 
jobs, but yet this G overnment proposes to abol ish the 
Jobs Fund .  l t  proposes to combine the departments 
that deal with small business in with b ig business, and 
we have plans that are being announced to d im inish 
the role and importance of cooperatives in  our province. 
We have fine statements and fine words and fine 
concerns about the quality of chi ld care i n  this province, 
this from a Government that proposes to pump publ ic 
dollars into a private day care system, a kind of proposal 
that even the top Tory Senator, if I could use that term, 
the top Tory Senator for Manitoba, M r. Spivak, has said 
would be outrageous i n  terms of its pr iority for people 
of Manitoba. Maybe we coul d  h ave at least a red Tory 
proposal ,  rather than the blue Tory proposals that are 
coming from Members opposite. 

We hear concern about the future of rural and 
northern areas of this province, and then we see a 
situation where Community Places programs in northern 
M a n i toba h ave been s l as h e d  at a to ta l l y  
d isproportionate rate of those of southern Manitoba. 
Yet ,  th is i s  a Government that has n ot gone to bat for 
the aborig inal trappers. Agai n ,  f ine words do not mean 
anyth ing to  those people in  terms of specific action on 
their behalf. 

We hear soothing words o n  cooperation with labour, 
yet th is is a G overnment again which contradicts itself 
again today in the paper. M aybe that is  why - I cannot 
comment i f  the person is  away or not, so I wi l l  not -
but that we h ave a serious problem with the M i nister 
of Labour ( M r. Connery) and the Premier, the First 
M in ister (Mr. Fi lmon),  contradicting each other on what 
they are looking at, what they are going to do. 

1 guess the same Minister pre-empted the Premier 
with the announcement to rol l  Environment into the 
Department of Labour. That same M i nister said that 
Environment just runs itself. We wi l l  see whether the 
M i nister feels, after a short period of Question Periods 
over a period of t ime of Environment, the department 
runs itself and whether greater leadership is not requ ired 
on this very, very important issue for M anitobans, our 
environment, our greatest heritage we pass on to our 
chi ldren.  

* ( 1 430) 

We hear  sooth i n g  words a b o u t  a ba lanced 
management-labour relations environment. Manitoba 
has the most balanced environment in  Canada and yet, 
with any innovation,  the Tories want to repeal, repeal ,  
repeal , and we look forward to that debate and the 
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presentation by cit izens on that issue with the Tories 
i n  this Government. 

So we are, qu ite frankly, d isappointed with the task 
forces t hat are p resented to us in d ea l i n g  w i t h  
su bstant ive i ssues i n  t h i s  p rov ince ,  a n d  we are 
concerned about the Mu lroneyisms that appear i n  the 
Speech from the Throne, which I feel may have been 
helpfu l ,  certain ly not to us in  the August election for 
that ind ividual,  but I do not th ink that the Mul roneyisms 
fit with the tradit ion and the heritage of this cooperative 
province that we now enjoy in Manitoba. 

1 would l ike to say - and certainly the Minister from 
his seat again takes another l itt le cheap shot - when 
we meet with M r. Broadbent, we do so publ icly and 
we are proud to meet with h im,  un l ike the Members 
opposite who have Lowel l  Murray, Doctor No (Norman 
S pectre) hide in  the h al lways and sneak through the 
hallways of th is House to meet with the Tory Caucus, 
and thank God for the vigilance of the press to catch 
them in those secret meetings dealing with Meech Lake. 

1 would like to say that there are some positive th ings 
in  the Speech from the Throne, and I would l ike to say 
that at the outset. I applaud the in it iat ive to bring i n  
confl ict-of- interest legislat ion for former M inisters o f  
Government, f o r  former senior civil servants. Certainly 
Manitoba has been cited as the most positive example 
of confl ict-of- interest guidel ines for existing M inisters 
of Government, and it  was cited in the McDonald 
Commission, or the Parker Commission qu ite regu larly 
in  deal ing with the handl ings and the goings-on of 
Sinclair Stevens in  terms of his handlings of his portfolio 
and his wheeling and dealing with his personal finances. 
The Parker Commission I th ink adequately addressed 
the inadequacies of the  federal conf l ict-of-interest 
legislation and the i nadequacies of the performance of 
a Min ister, which I wou ld  suggest is requ i red reading 
for al l  Members of this H ouse, the Parker Commission, 
and requ ired reading for Members in  the Cabinet and 
Front Benches of the G overnment. 

We think the guidel ines are deficient in  the area of 
former Cabinet M inisters. lt  is certainly an issue we 
began to d iscuss internally ourselves when we were 
formerly in Government, and we wil l  try to play a positive 
part in that area. 

I can remember the situation that developed in  the 
House of Commons previously with the Gi l lespie Affair 
and Marc Lalonde saying it was not a breach of the 
conflict-of- interest guidel ines with the heavy oi l  project 
in  Nova Scotia, and the stoic Prime Min ister at the 
t ime saying:  " Because it is not a breach,  there is no 
problem. "  That may have made great Jesuitical logic, 
but we know that was inadequate for the standards 
and ethics of the people of Canada, and we intend on 
playing a positive part i n  developing those guidel ines 
for former Min isters. We would hope that the guidel ines 
and legislation is developed consistent with al lowing 
people to have a l ivel ihood after they are out of their 
jobs so they can use their ski l ls  but not use their insider 
information.  That wou ld  be inappropriate as former 
M inisters and former senior civi l servants. 

We applaud the Government for going the last lap 
on the Freedom of Information Act. lt is a lot of work. 
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There have been some pol itical shots across the bow 
over the last period of t ime. I respect that as part of 
the polit ical process. Documenting and cataloguing 1 00 
years of d ocuments is a very lengthy process. lt took 
us th ree years. We had about 95 percent of it ready 
at the change in  Government and we are p leased with 
the G overnment departments that they are proceeding. 
1 know, having worked in  some of my own departments, 
that it  d oes requ ire constant pressure because you do 
not want to h i re new staff. You do not want to take 
p u bl ic health nurses from Community Services and put 
them into record cataloguing.  You do not want to take 
an agricultural rep who is working with the d rought 
situation and have h im catalogue records. 

1 think the application of this Act should be from 
with in  as wel l .  We should not get overly zealous to 
create hundreds of new bureaucrats to continual ly 
catalogue, and we wi l l  be positive in  that regard in 
dealing with the Freedom of I nformation. As I say, we 
would not have completed 95 percent of the work in 
our  own departments if we were not committed to its 
imp lementat ion.  

1 woul d  say that with the cataloguing of 1 00 years 
of documents will come some interesting changes in  
the pub l ic  service. Th is  is  fundamentally an American 
innovation of freedom of information.  lt  is somewhat 
contrary, we should be aware, to the tradit ions of the 
B r i t i s h  par l iamentary system with m i n i ster ia l  
responsib i l ity where conflict ing opinions that are in  the 
publ ic service are not comm u nicated i n  a confrontat ive 
way to the publ ic but rather the M inister in Cabinet is 
resp on s i b l e  for dec is ions a n d  is respons i b l e  and 
accountable for  those decisions in  th is  House or i ndeed 
in  any parliamentary system.  So it is somewhat d ifferent 
a n d  we s h o u l d  recog n i ze t h at it is an  A m e r i ca n  
innovation to t h e  Canadian system.  

We should recognize that it also wil l potentially change 
the behaviour by which people document their op inions 
i n  the publ ic service. We do not want to get into the 
situation which eventually developed in  the United 
States where the only place you could get i nformation 
is the presidential tape recording machines because 
n obody would write anyth ing down in  an American 
system with freedom of i nformation.  I think we have 
to maintain the British parl iamentary standards of 
accountabi l ity with Cabinet M inisters and at the same 
t ime al low the public true access to documents and 
research material. Even sometimes when they have 
conflicting options for Ministers, we should not be afraid 
of presenting that to the publ ic ,  and I th ink we should 
take a non-partisan posit ion o n  that rather than cheap 
polit ical shots. 

1 also th ink it  is positive that River House is  going 
to receive enhanced funding.  I can say with al l  degree 
of h onesty that I personally had problems in the former 
Govern ment where some of the decisions were made 
by a Crown corporation that made that decision on 
behalf of the governorshi p  and accountabi l ity of that 
Crown corporation. I can th ink of three decisions that 
were made by that Crown corporation that requ ired 
some k ind of Cabinet override and overrule which I 
th ink is inappropriate. 

There was a problem with the Main Street project 
in its lack of resources in funding for some very vital 
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programs. We had to again override that agency when 
it was trying to cut back. There were some problems 
in  terms of regional resources being cut back in  Dauphin 
and Brandon and at the same t ime the resources were 
rather questionable - I would say this with all the 
advice to Honourable Members opposite - in the 
bureaucracy of that organization. We had to fight 
struggle after struggle with programs such as Nat ive 
alcohol programs that were being cut when other 
programs should have been more potential ly on the 
priority l ist. 

* ( 1 440) 

So I would say that I would have overturned that 
decision as well and I th ink the agency has to be m ore 
sensitive to its full mandate - it has got a lot of 
chal lenges - but I applaud the Speech from the Throne 
in  that change and say that we had some d ifficulty 
ou rselves, and t h at is  somet i mes when you need 
"pol itical interference in  Crown corporations." lt  is 
absolutely naive to say that M inisters accountable in  
th is  H ouse cannot be responsible for  decisions made. 
You would l ike the agencies to make those decisions 
or the Crowns to make those decisions but,  from time 
to time, min isterial accountabi l ity requires changes on 
beha l f  of  the p u b l i c  as o pp osed to arm ' s  l e n g t h  
decisions that were contrary to t h e  publ ic interest. 

I am a lso p l eased w i t h  the  Osborne  H o u se 
recommendation. We were proceeding with a structural 
review. Services to women and fami l ies that were in 
violent situations require vigilance on behalf of all Parties 
in  th is H ouse. We ,had put in 50 percent increases to 
that Budget, in  this last year, that was defeated by the 
Liberals and Conservatives. We wil l  be watching very 
careful ly because there is a lot of work and there is 
no question - we had a long way to go.  We were not 
provid ing the services across this province that are 
needed. We were not providing the funding that is going 
to be required to meet that demand.  I want to say that 
honestly in this House. We wil l  work again cooperatively 
with all Parties on this very vital issue of people who 
are at risk in  their homes with their fami lies and have 
no shelters or resources for them. 

We also have another positive note on the comment 
of the Government that admitted that M an itobans had 
shared in the prosperity of the 1 980s. I th ink it is very 
appropriate the Government mentions the fact that 
Manitoba d id indeed have prosperity over the 1 980s. 
They know and the Government knows now that we 
were on the leading edge right throughout the 1 980s 
in  terms of the major economic indicators in this country. 
Even though we do not have al l  the advantages, we 
had the lowest or the second-lowest unemployment 
rate right throughout the Eighties. We had the lowest 
unemployment rate, when we . left office, for youth 
anywhere in  this country. lt  was stil l  too high, no  q uestion 
about i t .  

We had the most money spent per capita on health 
care. We had the most money spent per capita on ch i ld  
care. We had some of the best teacher-pupi l  ratios 
anywhere in  the country. Our roads were r ight there i n  
t h e  middle because other services such a s  health care 
and other programs were very, very i mportant to us 
with the recession that took place. 
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We had the finest environmental laws in  the country. 
We had just proclaimed that Act. There is considerable 
work ahead of us i n  terms of th is province deali ng  with 
our environment and we intend to do that as a Party 
in th is province. 

We had the most balanced labour-management laws 
in the country. We had the best days lost per strike of 
any province in the mainland of Canada. Of course, 
we had the best situation in terms of that situation in 
this country and we would  ask the Members opposite 
to be very careful when they try to proceed with their 
repeal mentality as indicated in  the S peech from the 
Throne. 

Those are some of the areas that I think we would  
say were positive and we wi l l  work i n  a cooperative 
way with the Members opposite on those areas of the 
Speech. I would also l ike to go through some of the 
other specific areas of the Speech from the Throne 
which I th ink are totally devoi d  of any act ion,  any plan 
or any specific on behalf of Manitobans. I would l ike 
t o  go th ro u g h  the S peech page b y  page, as we 
sometimes do i n  B i l ls ,  i n  terms of the presentat ion . 

The Government talked about the spir it of openness 
and accountabil ity. There is  not a polit ical Party or  a 
politician who d oes not talk about being open, about 
being accountable, abOut being n ice, about consult ing,  
about doing what is  i n  the best interests of the people. 
There is  not a politician in  the world who does not say 
it and most people mean it .  

I would l ike to say though that, if  the last three days 
are any tangible indication of the real sincere efforts 
of this Government to be open and accou ntable, I would 
say with the g reatest of respect that we have certain ly 
got off on many, many wrong foots, feet or whatever 
else you want to use.- ( Interjection)- Oh ,  I am g lad the 
M i nister of Labour (Mr. Connery) has returned . 

Let me go through just a few th ings from the last 
three days. The Govern ment wil l  not table their legal 
opinion on free trade. The Government will not table 
their report on free trade and its effect on hydro. The 
Government wi l l  not table the hydro pricing report they 
say they have. The Government wil l not report the 
analysis they have on water. The Government wi l l  not 
report and table the criteria t hey have for th is task 
force they have set up as an u mbrella for the Min ister 
of Community Services ( M rs. Oleson) to deflect any 
accountabil ity in  this House. The Government wi l l  not 
table an implementation plan to achieve the promises 
that they made on improving the criminal justice system,  
particularly for  violent cr iminals and d runk drivers in  
th is province. They wi l l  not  table i t .  

M r. Speaker, it is very sad that ,  in the first three days 
of their accountabi l ity and openness, they are already 
p ractising the first-envelope theory of Government. 
Blame the former G overnment even for promises they 
make. You can get away with that for a period of t ime, 
but Manitobans do not believe the first-envelope theory. 
Manitobans believe that they elected a Government on 
April 26, albeit with a minority, to stand up in  this House, 
not point f ingers and say this is what I am doing or 
t h is i s  what I am not doing. We have a terrible start , 
an atrocious start to the open, accountable Government 
on every specific issue. 
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Then we go into Crown corporations i n  the Speech 
from the Throne. I can assure the Members in th is 
House that the Members in  Government are talk ing 
about repeal ing a couple of major areas, I bel ieve, of 
accountabi l ity in  The Crown Accountabil ity Act that we 
passed last year, The Crown Accountabil ity Act that 
was voted against by the Conservatives and the Member 
for River Heights. 

We be l i eve s t rong ly  t h at all the m aj o r  C rown 
corporat ions of  t h i s  province shou ld  h ave p u b l i c  
accountabi l ity sessions, where t h e  senior officers of the 
Crown corporation and the senior members of the board 
of d irectors appear before the publ ic across the regions 
of Manitoba. I can assure the Speaker, when I was 
M i nister of the Telephone System, we had meeti ngs 
set u p ,  schedu led  for  Septe m ber  i n  1 2  d i fferent  
locations to deal  with the concerns of Manitobans 
because, for many of those Crown corporations, they 
are monopolies. They are monopolies that do not allow 
citizens to walk across the street or al low citizens to 
go to a shareholders' meeting to deal with the very 
legit imate concerns they have in a monopoly Crown 
corporat ion.  

The other i nnovation that we believe was important 
in  The Crown Accountabil ity Act, M r. Speaker, was the 
fact that five or six Crown corporations in  this province, 
major  C rown corporat i o n s ,  in fact t h e  C rown 
corporation with the largest revenue in  the province 
and indeed the Crown corporation that has the m ost 
profit of private or publ ic-sector Crowns anywhere in  
this province, does not appear before the Manitoba 
Legislature in  committee. lt  is absolutely atrocious to 
us that the Liquor Commission,  the Venture Tours, Data 
Services and others, do  not appear before this Session 
of the Legislature. We believe that should take place. 
M r. Spivak and his task force - I did not agree with 
many of the Culver R i ley recommendations, but the 
one area that I sincerely believe was appropriate, that 
al l  major Crowns should appear before this Legislature. 
I think it is the mandate of the new Government to 
decide how they are going to arrange the financial affairs 
of their Crown corporat ions. But I do believe that the 
r ight of the publ ic is to have major accountabi l ity 
sessions across this province. I do believe that it  is the 
r ight of th is Legislature to  examine the major Crowns. 

I am not sure which positions the other political parties 
wi l l  take because they voted against this b i l l  last year. 
But I pledge that we wi l l  do everything in our power 
as a pol itical party to stop the d isenfranchisement of 
t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  p u b l i c  hear i n g s  i n  t hose Crown 
corporat i o n s ,  a n d  t o  stop t h e  p ro h i b i t i o n  or  t h e  
requirement o f  the major Crown corporations that used 
to be exempt from legislative scrutiny from being again 
exempted as they were prior to this legislation passing 
last year. 

* ( 1 450) 

I applaud the Government in proceeding to the Public 
Uti l ities Board with the other Crowns that remain outside 
of  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t ies Board . I a lways was very 
comfortable, as a neophyte and short-l ived M i nister of 
the Telephone System, on the PUB process. I thought 
it was an excellent avenue to have debates take place 
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between those who believe that city rates should not 
go u p  and those who believe that rural services should 
be i m proved and those who bel ieve that other services 
should take place and the whole issue of people who 
are o n  welfare. Should they be covered by the Telephone 
System? Should they be covered by the welfare rates? 
Should they be covered by somewhere else? I th ink 
that  it  is a good consumer method to deal  with  the 
legit imate concerns of the pub l ic.  

i t  d oes not by any way mean that there wi l l  not be 
major  policy issues sti l l  ahead of this Legislature and 
the M i nisters in deal ing with those Crown corporations, 
and I wi l l  g ive a couple of examples. 

The whole policy of deregulation in  the telephone 
industry is a major pol it ical pol icy decision. The whole 
area of the deregulated environment and the proposed 
federal-provincial regu lations in that area are major 
publ ic  policy issues. The whole area of developing rural 
telephone services is a pol i t ical issue, M r. Speaker. lt  
is  a pol icy issue and that is why the former Min ister 
and I went out with publ ic hearings, because when we 
had this arm's length relationship ,  the Telephone System 
board b lamed the Government, the Government blamed 
the board and everybody blamed the PUB,  an d  the 
people of Manitoba never got adequate rural telephone 
services. 

So it  is a publ ic pol icy decision that should be made 
by the Government, and the G overnment should be 
accountable to state their posit ion clearly before the 
P u b l i c  U t i l i t i es  Board  i n  te rms of t h e  p o l icy of 
G overnment which is  entirely appropriate before you 
get into the rate setting ,  which is  certainly a matter i n  
t h e  PUB jurisdict ion. 

I do  not want to get into the situation such as 
Saskatchewan where the PUB was so r ig id that there 
was no provision to allow urban subscribers to pay a 
l itt le bit  more to improve rural telephone services. The 
G rant Devine G overnment, because t hey did not have 
a decent policy on the PUB,  fired the PUB because it 
could not provide rural telephone services. They started 
it, they did not establ ish a pol icy on it, and they then 
f ired i t  when it would not proceed in  a way that was 
consistent with Government pol icy. 

So I believe there has to be some thought made in  
the Publ ic Insurance Corporation and the Manitoba 
Hydro proceeding to the PUB. it  is  just not as simple 
as saying everyth ing should g o  there. For example,  is 
the M an itoba Publ ic Insu rance Corporation going to 
proceed to the Publ ic Uti l ities Board on a strict actuarial 
basis? Is  it going to take a strict actuarial positio n  on 
every issue? Does that mean a Govern ment should not 
say that during a farm crisis that agriculture vehic les 
which .are now in essence subsidized , as the Members 
knows, should be jacked up 40 percent to make it 
actuarially sound in  the midd le  of a d rought,  i n  the 
middle of agricultural crisis? 

So putting something to the PUB is a good consumer 
issue, but it needs thought, it needs a mandate, it needs 
a pol icy. lt needs to be thought out and,  with many of 
these Crown corporations - for example, the Publ ic 
I nsurance Corporation - rates should perhaps be 
almost f i led and the policy f i led almost today because 
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i t  takes five months. If  you look at five months from 
August i, it is almost at a period of t ime when the 
renewals are going out. 

I also think that Crown corporations should in  their 
plans be very extensive. I do not believe, and I have 
told the Min ister this privately, that the Telephone 
System should fi le a bureaucratic increase with the City 
of Winnipeg for a 4.5 percent rate increase and not 
deal with the rural telephone systems as a total package, 
because they both have major impact on the consumers 
al l  across this Province and I believe this should be a 
total package. 

That is where I d isagree with my successor in  that 
portfol io. I th ink it is unfair to have one hearing on the 
bureaucratic gu idelines of rate increases and have 
another hearing on the priority that all Members of th is 
House share to improve the rural  telephone system, 
but who is going to pay for it? We al l  know that to 
have one tol l-free cal l ing area in  this province wi l l  raise 
every consumer rate in Winnipeg $25 a month. I do 
not think anybody is suggest ing that. I th ink the balance 
in-between what we have and where we should be going 
in a p hased- i n  way s h o u l d  be d ea l t  w i t h  in a 
comprehensive way, not on a piecemeal basis. 

We certainly are waiting for the Kopstein Commission. 
I am sure that the Kopste in Commission wi l l  bring us 
a great deal of findings that showed some of the 
i n adeq uacies of the corporat ion  in terms of i ts 
management. I would be honest in  th is House.  There 
was some concern certainly on our part, and that is 
why we created the Kopstein Commission. I would say 
to th is House though that we await the f indings of the 
Kopstein Commission. We expect they wi l l  be somewhat 
critical of some of the m anagement practices of the 
corporation. We wil l  work i n  a cooperative way for 
motorists in  this province, and we would  hope the 
Government br ings in  good consumer measures that 
we should have brought i n  in terms of enhancing the 
Good-Driver Program and e n h anci ng  the  payment 
schedule for  our consumers. 

Certainly though ,  we would phi losophically and totally 
disagree with the Government if they introduce any 
competit ion into the auto i nsurance industry in  th is  
province. Even though the former Premier Lyon only 
in  h is  last two days before the last election - he would 
never admit it  before that - but in  the last two days, 
when he knew the sands of his mandate were going 
out, admitted that it  was a socialist omelette that could 
not be unscrambled. 

I do  not believe it is a social ist omelette. I think it  
is a good consumer omelette. I f  you u nscramble the 
Publ ic Insurance Corporat ion i n  Manitoba, if you open 
it up to competit ion, you wi l l  have creaming in  terms 
of the good po l ic ies.  You w i l l  h ave d iscr i m i natory 
practices against our youth ,  you wil l  have discriminatory 
practices against farmers, you wil l  have d iscr iminatory 
practices against others in  Manitoba who enjoy the 
advantages of the economy scale of the corporat ion.  
The $300 mi l l ion worth of investments that are in the 
health care system in this province, in the school system 
in th is province and in many of our publ ic enterprises 
would  be put at jeopardy. M any of those corporations 
would take that investment i ncome if they are al lowed 
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to compete and , i n  the medi u m  term, maybe not the 
first year, would  take that m oney and move it to New 
York or Zurich or London.  We sti l l  do not know the 
effects of b lack Monday on the auto consumers across 
th is country who do not enjoy public insurance in other 
jurisdict ion.  

I n  terms of hydro development, we believe strongly 
i n  the two-price system, the encouragement of the 
domestic system, and I would say we bel ieve that hydro 
is  the Manitoba ace in  the hole. lt  should be used to 
develop jobs, to develop our economic infrastructure. 
lt  should be used to develop train ing in  the North ,  it  
should be  used on behalf of al l  Manitobans, and we 
wil l  f ight the m ot h ba l l i n g  of our M a n i toba Hydro 
program right d own the l ine i n  th is  Session and the 
next Session of the Legislature.  

We notice d  in  the area o f  M c Kenz ie  Seeds -
( Interjection)- that is r ight,  she d id .  The words speak 
for themselves. McKenzie Seeds is a very i nterest ing 
item. The Tories, I notice, are pretty si lent. I notice the 
Honourable M i nister was q uite safe. Let us say he was 
atypically safe about McKenzie Seeds in  the latest 
journalisms and statements on the McKenzie Seeds. 
I would say, in the i nterest of all Manitobans, that the 
Liberal Party of Manitoba has an ob ligation to clarify 
their position to the people of Brandon.  You cannot 
make a speech at the Chamber of Commerce at eight
thirty i n  the morning about closing down McKenzie 
Seeds and that evening have your own candidate and 
your whole Liberal apparatus  in the community of 
Brandon say, oh, we are not really going to do that; 
we are not really going to close down McKenzie Seeds. 
I think it is  very important that an area -( l nterjection)
lt reminded me of Abe Kovnats in terms of having 
th ings both ways. 

N ow I t h i n k  hav ing  t h i ng s  b o t h  ways may b e  
humourous i n  t h i s  House, i t  may be humorous in  o u r  
Debates, b u t  it  is  n o t  humourous when 300 jobs are 
on the l ine and the people and their fami l ies do  not 
know the position of the Liberal Party in  this area. 

I would ask and encourage the Liberals to change 
their minds on this position .  lt  is  one of the most 
i mportant val ue-added programs in th is province i n  
Brandon. lt  is o n e  o f  the most important world programs 
outside of Winn ipeg in  terms of industry. lt  is a good 
program. lt  is not flush. lt is not going to bring in  mi l l ions 
and mi l l ions of dol lars. We did not pass the Heritage 
Fund on that particular Crown corporation but it  makes 
a lot of sense for this province. 

Manfor is another Crown corporat ion that I would  
l ike to speak on.  Al l  parties have agreed that Manfor 
potential ly should be sold to the private sector. I wou ld  
say, M r. Speaker, w i th  the g reatest of respect , that if  
you say you are definitely going to  sell Manfor and it 
i s  going to be yes, no matter what, you g ive away some 
of your bargain ing posit ion. I f  you say you are going 
to look at sell ing it  and you are going to talk to 
corporations about sell ing it and obviously acknowledge 
that it  is  the best time of the cycle to sell Manfor -
and we acknowledge that it is by far the best t ime i n  
t h e  cycle of that program -( I nterjection)- M r. Speaker, 
the First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon) mentioned that he is 
carrying o n  with our negotiations. 
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* ( 1 500) 
I can assure the First Min ister that we d id  not 

negotiate by saying absolutely yes, no matter what, we 
are going to sell it. That is what the Province of 
Saskatchewan did and that is why they gave away the 
Prince Albert Pulp and Paper Co. to Weyerhaeuser and 
that is why they gave away the corporation for the 
same amount of money as what the corporation made 
the next year i n  one year of operation. M r. Speaker, 
never ever give away your bargaining position when 
you are deal ing with very, very capable corporations 
that the Members opposite are dealing with .  

I woul d  suggest that, after they have given away their 
bargain ing posit ion,  t hey are not going to have the 
ability to get as good a deal as we potentially could 
have gotten in  Manitoba. We wil l  scrutin ize the deal 
when they bring it  forward,  given the fact they have 
g iven  away half t h e i r  bargain i ng posi t i o n .  We w i l l  
scrut inize t h e  deal to ensure that there is fair return 
on Manitoba investment, notwithstanding the fact that 
the CFI when they started it was a total disaster. We 
wil l  scrut inize the fact of the return i n  terms of the 
equ i ty. We wi l l  scrut inize the sawmi l l  operation in  terms 
of its employment opportunities. We wi l l  scrut inize the 
road growth concessions that this Government may or 
may not look at .  We wi l l  scrut inize the reforestation 
possib i l it ies. We wi l l  scrutinize the agreement to ensure 
that there is not a massive amount of woodland g iven 
away to a corporation as they did in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. We will scrutinize that deal when it 
comes forward to this Legislature, bel ieve me. 

In terms of financial management, which is again 
mentioned in the Speech from the Throne, I again th ink 
this Govern ment has g otten off  to a terrible, terrib le 
start. l t  has talked about financial management and 
an open, accountable new regime. The first major 
financial decision they had to make, first of all, i t  took 
them two-and-one-half months to make it ;  and secondly, 
they gave the audit to an untendered company in this 
province, an untendered contract in  terms of audit ing 
the books with strange coincidences and t ies to the 
Government in  power. 

I th ink it  is very i mportant that the Department of 
Finance numbers that were tabled by the former First 
Min ister (Mr. Pawley) in terms of the operating surplus 
in  th is  province in  the last fiscal year, we wil l  be very 
interested to see what happens with this outside, 
untendered firm in  terms of the financial figures it brings 
back to this House. 

We have also heard that we wil l  have streaml in ing 
of our  Government departments. We question why you 
are gett ing rid of the Government department deal ing 
with small  business. We question why you are gett ing 
rid of the Cooperative Development Affairs Department 
of Government and streaml in ing that position in  terms 
of employment. We th ink  it  is absolutely intolerable that 
the open, accountable Members opposite do not have 
anyt h i n g  i n  t h e  S peech f rom the T h r o n e  about  
combining the  two incompatible Departments o f  Labour 
and Environment, and then proceed the next morning 
to fire people and announce their decision. 

Of course, it  was the M in ister who announced it and 
not the First M in ister in  this House. We were left 
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scrambl ing to wonder who is making the decisions, the 
M i nister or the Premier, i n  th is  very important issue. 
I understand that they have reshuffled a former Deputy 
A t t o rn ey-Genera l  w h o  h a s  no exper ience i n  
Environment, has n o  experience in  terms of labour law, 
just reshuffl ing  people i nto the department. 

That shows the pr iority of th is Government in  terms 
of labour-management relat ions and the environment. 
I am sure al l  Members opposite wil l  be hammering in 
o n  Env i ronment  in t h i s  u p c o m i n g  Session of  t h i s  
legislature. 

We again hear the l i tany of promises on the phased
out payrol l  tax with nothing specific in  the S peech from 
the Throne. No timetable has been tabled in  the Speech 
from the Throne. I would point out that 36,000 jobs 
were created after we brought in  the payrol l  tax or the 
health and post-secondary tax. I f  they are giving away 
m oney and have not got the unemployment rate in a 
year from now to show for i t ,  the people of Manitoba 
wi l l  hold this Government accountable. We certainly 
wi l l  be point ing that out. 

In terms of labour legislat ion,  we are qu ite worried 
that almost 20 strikes have been prevented with the 
use of final offer select ion in  the f irst eight months of 
its operat ion.  We do not know why the Tories and 
L iberals are going to decide to repeal this legislat ion. 
I n n ovation is  very i mportant . i t  is not insurmountable 
to have some innovative legislation with a sunset clause 
of five years. If it has prevented close to 20 strikes, if 
i t  has left us with greater harmony i n  th is province, if  
there are people who have been using it  - both 
employers and management have f i led for this provision 
in a responsible way - why would Members opposite 
not want to innovative, and why would the Liberal Party? 

I would ask them to be open about this idea. lt  is 
work ing.  The only people who get rich with strikes are 
a few labour lawyers in the city, some of the same 
labour lawyers who have made the most noise. Some 
of the same lawyers who had made a considerable 
amount of money were the only ones. l t  was not 
businesspeople p resent ing briefs at the committee. 
look back at Hansard, it  was labour lawyers working 
for management s ide.  

I would just suggest that al l  Members in  th is H ouse 
read J ustice Ferg' s  decision on first contract, where 
he points out the absolute r idiculous position of the 
C o u n c i l  of t h e  C h a m ber  of  C o m merce in h i s  
presentation t o  t h e  court a s  gu idance o f  where we are 
going in this p rovince and who we are l istening to in  
terms of  the  balance i n  th is  province. Read. Do not 
l isten to us. listen to Justice Ferg and read that report. 

I n  dealing with the economic situation of this province, 
we have heard that the G overnment has come in  with 
another specific innovation and that is to establ ish an 
Ottawa office. What a great idea that is, to  establish 
an  Ottawa office. You have the federal M i nister Jake 
Epp three rows above the First M inister (Mr. Fi lmon),  
the  federal M i nister responsib le for Manitoba, and this 
G overnment wants to b low hundreds of thousands of 
dol lars away of taxpayers' m oney on some office in  
Ottawa, because they cannot speak to Jake above them 
or they cannot pick up the telephone, as they promised 
us, with Brian M ulroney. 
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I do not  want my tax dol lars go ing to set up a Tory 
office in Ottawa. I hope that if they do go ahead with 
this r idicu lous idea, which is  an insult to the federal 
Min ister, they get a credible publ ic employee such as 
the ADM of Federal-Provincial Affai rs like M r. Eldridge, 
and I hope they do not h ire a Tory hack to go down 
to Ottawa. We will certainly be wait ing to see. 

I would like to again mention the trade agreement 
and l iberalization of t rade which is i n  the S peech from 
the Throne. We definitely support a much freer trade 
system in Canada. We have proposed that at Fi rst 
M i nisters Conferences before. We have proposed t hat 
t ime and t ime again at First M inisters Conferences in  
terms of gett ing a fairer trade system in Canada and 
notwithstanding this ridiculous energy deal and resource 
deal with the United States. 

We know, M r. Speaker, that the worst province in 
Canada in deal ing  with fair trade, if we want to be 
honest in  this Chamber, the one with the most sanctions 
in  terms of trade in  Canada is Quebec. I would urge 
the First Min ister ( M r. Fi lmon) to tell the Province of 
Quebec to come on side in terms of fairer and freer 
trade in Canada because of their untenable posit ion 
in  terms of free t rade with the United States and no 
free t rade with the rest of the country. 

I would also suggest that the g reat free trading Party, 
the Conservative Party of Canada, has a long way to 
go itself. I do not know what they were doing at the 
First M inisters Conference on the yacht,  M r. S peaker, 
and it is certainly not the fault of our First M inister ( M r. 
Fi lmon) that the honourable gentleperson from British 
Columbia, the present Premier, had chosen to have a 
yacht as the site for the Western Premiers Conference, 
which showed l itt le regard for the pl ight of other people 
in this province or western Canada. But I th ink i t  is 
absolutely atrocious that we did not get free trade with 
the other four western provinces. 

* ( 1 5 1 0) 

Why d id  we not get free t rade with Saskatchewan? 
Can o u r  const ruct ion  c o m pan ies  n ow b id i n  
Saskatchewan i n  the Telephone System? No.  Can our 
construction companies bid on the h ighway system in 
Saskatchewan? No .  Can they bid i n  Alberta? No.  Can 
they  b i d  in B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ?  N o .  So why, when  
everybody is  preaching about free trade at  the  Western 
Premiers Conference, did not these four compatible 
peas i n  a pod come back with a free trade agreement 
at least in  western Canada for procurement and supply. 

An Honourable Member: We need Ronald Reagan i n  
t h e  West . 

Mr. Doer: We do not need Ronald Reagan in the West. 
We have rhetoric on trade and we have nothing on 
specific action for Manitoba businesses, for Manitoba 
companies in  trade in terms of western Canada. I would 
suggest that conference was a fai lu re for western 
Canadians in terms of achieving no results in free trade 
in  western Canada. 

We are, as you know, M r. Speaker, total ly opposed 
to the proposed trade deal i n  terms of Canada-U.S.  If 
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you do not bel ieve it is not a positive thing for United 
States, you just have to watch how many t imes Ronald 
Reagan is smi l ing away and the U.S. Senate is smi l ing 
away at that continental deal he has with Canada. You 
wi l l  notice that the United States is having  a lot less 
trouble getting this so-called trade deal through the 
U nited States than we are in Canada. I can tel l  the 
First Min ister ( M r. Fi lmon) why and h is  Government why 
because every briefing note to the Senate, to the 
Congress and to the U.S.  President has told him that 
not only have we removed some of the tariffs in th is 
country between the two countries but we have achieved 
our ult imate o bjective. We have achieved equal access 
to Canadian energy. We have achieved equal access 
to Canadian resources and we have ach ieved that as 
part - a little agreement that does not even requ i re 
us to give an exemption in the U.S .  Congress Trade 
Bi l l  that is presently before the Congress of the U nited 
States and the bill that will h ave to be i nterpreted by 
a tr ibunal of U nited States. 

lt is absolutely ridiculous, M r. Speaker. l t  is not free 
because there is no exemption. You wou ld  not buy a 
house l ike this.  Not one Member opposite woul d  buy 
a house under these condit ions. There is  no exemption 
from the Congress, its omnibus bi l l .  Secon dly, t here is 
no trade bi l l  i n  the free world ,  only in  the Eastern  bloc 
countries, that has energy components and energy 
access and no protection potentially on water basins 
outside of this province on water. lt is not a trade b i l l ;  
i t  is not  free; i t  is  not  a trade b i l l .  

We have no problem with removing some of  the tariffs 
between the countries, but I th ink  it  is absolutely the 
biggest travesty of justice ever, ever in  th is country to 
allow energy, our ace in  the hole, to be going down to 
the south ,  to go to California i n  the same way Alberta 
oil can go to Manitoba. I totally reject it, and Manitoba 
is a 70 percent net importer of gas and oil . l t  is a non
renewable resource. We do not have un l imited supply. 
lt is not there forever. Thank God we have great suppl ies 
now. Why would we want to g ive it  away? To get a few 
tariffs removed from 80 percent to 1 00 percent, and 
then we do not even get an exemption on those tariffs. 
I rea l ly  cannot  u n d er st a n d .  T h e  rhetor ic  I can 
u nderstand, the phi losophy of trade I could argue, but 
the deal - I do not know how anybody can argue, 
and this is a bad deal for Manitoba. There is no question 
about it .  

I n  terms of health care, we have a very art iculate 
M inister in health care. He  is very very articulate, a 
very articulate M inister of health care, but he is so 
articulate sometimes, he gets h imself al l  wound up and 
he looks l ike he is  i n  a l itt le pretzel going every different 
way. I thought it was absolutely tragic that such a serious 
issue of our staffing the medical faci l it ies outside of 
Winnipeg, a very legit imate issue for all of us, was 
treated in such an indiscrim inate way in  terms of the 
M inister of Health (Mr. Orchard). I know he wrapped 
h imself i n  a l ittle cute pretzel trying to say: "I did not 
say this, I did not say that ."  But when one looked back 
over the Free Press tape recorder that was quoted 
verbatim, the Minister doth protesteth too much, I think. 

I guess the First M inister ( M r. Fi lmon) had to take 
the Min ister of Health (Mr. Orchard) to the woodshed, 
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just l ike he probably had to take the M inister of 
Highways (Mr. Driedger) to the woodshed , a man who 
I th ink al l  Members of this House respect . But I could 
just imagine the expression on the First Min ister when 
he heard the CJOB Action Line play for three days in 
a row about tol l  roads on h ighways - a tax on Tories. 
I imagine the First M i nister was apoplectic and , oh,  the 
Min ister of H ighways was in  the woodshed . I hope he 
went easy on you . I can i magine it. 

I th ink H ighway 75 is going to be great , but to watch 
the Minister twist and turn gett ing the money, we were 
doing it  on a gradual basis. We have roads and we 
have bridges, but I would love to have been a fly on 
the wal l when the M i nister of Highways joined the 
Minister of Health in the woodshed with the First 
M in ister. lt would have been quite h i larious. 

The aging population and the cost of our health care 
system are very very major issues for us. We know we 
have a twisting and turning and cute M in ister of Health. 
We do not want task forces, we do not want or need 
stud ies, we do not want advisory councils, we do not 
want studies, we d o  not want consultat ion, we want 
action in  terms of deal ing with our full range of medical 
resources. We want action on acute care beds, we want 
action on extended care beds, we want action on 
nursing home beds, we want action on  the home care 
worker system that this G overn ment promised when 
they were in Opposit ion.  We believe t hat l i festyle and 
health care prevention is still the cornerstone for al l  
of us in  pol it ical l ife, and we doubled the health care 
prevention budget in our last go-round ,  a budget that 
was defeated by both pol itical Parties opposite. We 
want to see the beef when the health care budget comes 
down before th is House in terms of prevention. 

I n  terms of mental health ,  we wi l l  work cooperatively 
with the Members opposite in  mental health .  There is 
no question, all over North America, the greatest mental 
health resources are with the people who have mental 
health problems but are not the most acutely mentally 
i l l .  The system is set u p  backwards. The hospitals with 
the most acute care medical health problems and 
mental health problems have the fewest resources and 
fewest psychiatrists. Whether we l ike it or not, a person 
in  private practice as a psychiatrist can do a lot better 
and have a lot more autonomy in  private practice than 
they can in  Government practice. 

We w i l l  not take cheap p o l i t ica l  s h ots if t h e  
G overnment improves t h e  resources for doctors in  our 
mental health system. I wi l l  u rge them to do that. I 
bel ieve our finest and most major resources should be 
with the people who are the most mentally i l l  and , by 
defin it ion,  that is in our health care faci l ities and 
institutions. We remain committed to working with the 
Government to have a fair program of having people 
ret u r n  to  t h e i r  com m u n i t ies and hav ing adeq u ate 
resources i n  our mental  health system, and I would be 
the first to admit that there is a lot of work ahead of 
us joint ly in  that area. 

We have already commented on the day care program 
and the chi ld care program, M r. Speaker, i n  Question 
Period. There is report after report after report after 
task force after task force after task force we do not 
need.  All G overnments, all pol it ical stripes, all Parties 
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have done their studies. lt  is t ime to act on chi ld care. 
The N ew Democrats have led the way. lt  is time for 
t h i s  M i n ister a n d  t h is G overnment  to get off t h e  
proverbial study route to  take away t h e  u mbrella of a 
task force and get on with a program for M anitobans 
i n  chi ld care. We do not want to be the last car in  the 
barn i n  terms of th is i mportant issue as we are r ight 
now. 

I really want to see specific action in the justice 
system, action that is devoid  and lacking in the Speech.  

I want to  work with the Government, and our Party 
wants to work with the Government in  deal ing with the 
present d rought situat ion,  to deal with a cooperative 
approach  on t h e  d ro u g h t  s i t u a t i o n  t hat has h i t  
Manitobans, particularly i n  southwest Manitoba, i n  a 
very severe way. 

We wi l l  work with this G overnment on the p ressure 
on education tax on farm land but we do not agree 
with the methodology, q u ite frankly, of the Members 
opposite in al lowing the education tax to be removed 
on farm land, for land held by banks, for land held by 
foreig n  i nterests, etc. We want to work with you on the 
real challenges, but we sometimes have d i fferent ways 
of going about it .  

We would l ike to work with you on the intolerable 
grain subsidies that are hurting our farmers. We would 
l ike to  work i n  an al l-Party way to deal with the long
term potential i mpact of the greenhouse effect. Whether 
i t  is in hydro,  whether i t  is  in our natural resources, in 
our lakes, whether i t  is i n  the agricultural sector, whether 
it  is working with you in  terms of d iversification of crops, 
we would like to work with you. I admit that I have on ly 
spent about four summers on a farm across from the 
Member for Ste. Rose du Lac ( M r. Cummings) in  
Neepawa and I have g ot some good stories from this 
last summer dealing with the Member for Neepawa's  
youth ,  but i would not  want my stories repeated as 
well .  

.. ( 1 520) 

We are going to work with our experts i n  agriculture 
in a very cooperative way with this G overn ment i n  
dealing with o u r  joint challenge i n  terms o f  t h e  d rought 
and the situat ion.  I am very frankly worried, and I keep 
repeating the whole issue of the environment. The 
environment i s  a major priority. lt  cannot be shuffled 
off in  a bureaucratic reorganization. it  cannot be shuffled 
off because you do not want a Deputy Attorney-General . 
We cannot g ive second-str ing appointments i n  terms 
of their expertise to a first-string priority of this province, 
and that is the environment. 

I do not respect t h e  present  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  
Government o f  Manitoba i n  terms o f  t h e  Rafferty
Aiameda Dam. I do n ot believe that we can trust the 
Devi n e  G overn me n t .  You can t a l k  a b o u t  al l  t h e  
cooperat ion a n d  n ice meetings you want, b u t  the 
Rafferty-Aiameda p roject wi l l  affect the Souris River 
system. The Member for Arthur (Mr. Downey) knows 
it, and we want a national environmental impact study. 
We do not want Brian Mulroney . . . 

An Honourable Member: I thought you d i d  not want 
studies. 
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Mr. Doer: You know this is a d ifferent issue and it is  
too serious. We do not want the M i nister to waive the 
i mpact study on Man itoba because the Prime M i nister 
and G rant Devine just picked up the phone and made 
a l ittle deal . We think that is atrocious. 

An Honourable Member: You sat on it  for three years. 

Mr. Doer: The environmental impact study was our 
posit ion, M r. Speaker, and I do not blame the Member 
for Arthur ( M r. Downey) for being sensitive because, 
when the Souris River d ries up, he wi l l  be accountable 
to the people of Manitoba and his constituency when 
that happens. We need . . . 

An Honourable Member: Take a look at it today and 
see how much water is i n  it .  

Mr. Mr. Doer: Yes, take it  by half and take it down 
again. That is a very intel l igent approach. 

M r. Speaker, we support the Government on a joint 
water strategy for th is Province. We do not support 
j u st n on-specif ic words and the t reatment  of  t h e  
Environment Department i n  a second-class way, a s  we 
have seen in the first three days in this H ouse by the 
First M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon). 

The urban challenges have been n oted in  the Speech 
from the Throne. I cannot, for the l ife of me, understand 
why the City of Brandon was not mentioned in  the 
Speech from the Throne. i n  terms of urban challenges, 
I th ink Brandon is  definitely an u rban centre, and I th ink 
we al l  agree in  th is H ouse on that. 

I also cannot understand,  after we spent the time 
last year and al l  three Parties spent the t ime with City 
C o u n c i l  to est a b l i s h  the 2 9  c o u n c i l l o rs and t h e  
I n dependent Boundary Commiss ion ,  the Members 
opposite, when they were i n  Opposit ion, d id not raise 
one concern in  committee. The Members opposite d id  
n ot raise one concern on the size of City Council i n  
t h e  H ouse in  terms o f  t h e  Bi l l  that was before t h e  House. 
The Members opposite did not raise any particular 
concerns or o bjections. They did not vote against any 
part of i t .  City Council had agreed to it ,  because we 
a l l  k now t h at one  c o u n c i l l o r  per  2 2 , 000 i s  m or e  
appropriate in  a democratic accountable system than 
one counci l lor for 32,000 or 33,000 people. 

You can play a pol it ical game on decreasing the size 
of City Council - we all know that - but I believe 
the rights of the citizens of Winn ipeg are very i mportant 
i n  terms of their representation because city councillors 
get more constituency work on their plate on a d ay
to-day basis than we do even as M LAs. I th ink we 
should be intel lectually h onest in  the way we vote i n  
th is H ouse. We should b e  intellectually honest in  the 
p o s i t i o n s  we take i n  t h i s  H ouse .  We s h o u l d  be 
i n t e l lectua l ly  h o n est i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  we vote i n  
committee. We should be intellectually honest when we 
try to change our mind less than 12 months after the 
Bil l was passed by al l  sides of th is Legislature. 

l t  is al l  part of the same problem, M r. Speaker. The 
tough decisions such as the responsib i l it ies of the 
M ayor, the acco u n t a b i l i ty  o f  City Cou n c i l ,  t h e  
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relationship of City Counci l  to its cit izens has been left 
aside by this Government, and the easy th ing of 
tampering with the size of City Counci l  is going to be 
picked u p  as a major chal lenge by this decisive group 
across. 1t is not a good decisio n ,  but I understand the 
popularity i n  the short term of t inker ing with that on ly 
one measure. 

In terms of Culture and Heritage, we are totally u pset 
with the fact that the North has been d isenfranchised 
i n  terms of the criteria, that Garden Hi l l  has been denied 
their grant to establish apprenticeship programs to bui ld 
their  Community Assets Program and, at the same t ime, 
the Charleswood Golf Course proceeds. We th ink t hey 
both had some legit imacy in terms of job creation and 
community assets ,  and I would th ink that the people 
of Garden Hil l are very concerned in terms of what 
they believe they heard M r. F irst M i nister ( M r. F i lmon) 
i n  the election promise campaign -( I n terjection)- Yes,  
they d o  certainly, M r. Speaker, and I spoke to them. 

We are p leased that the p rojects we i n it iated such 
as the French Festival and the Folk Festival and 
Folklorama are proceeding ,  and I notice the present 
Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness) took some good shots 
at us when we supported the Folk Festival .  I am g lad 
to see he has got h is sandals on .  I am glad to see he 
has proceeded t o  enjoy some f o l k  m u s i c .  M ost 
Manitobans have been very proud of the Folk Festival . 
There are some advantages of a minority Government, 
particularly with that bunch. They could n ot hack and 
slash the Folk Festival because they k new i t  would not 
be supported in th is H ouse by the elected M LAs. 

I n  terms of the Constitutional Accord,  Meech Lake, 
we are pleased that it is  proceeding to the public debate. 
We have stated before our strong recognit ion of the 
positive parts of the Meech Lake Accord in terms of 
our Canadian constitutional process. I k now there are 
weaknesses i n  that accord. I have articulated those 
from the day I was f irst asked . 

We believe that the way in which we should deal i n  
o u r  publ ic hearings is  consistent with o u r  Manitoba 
responsibi l i ties and our Canadian responsib i l it ies. I ,  
quite frankly, th ink that Meech Lake is  getting much 
better attention paid to i t  than the'82 accord which 
was deve loped - where was it, M am a  T h e resa 
Restaurant? I am not sure what k itchen it  was. But the 
accord in'82, I think, has even more weaknesses, quite 
frankly, than the existing accord with the opting-out 
clause and some of the other p rovisions. I know that 
the former Members know where the recom mendation 
came from,  the opting-out clause. l t  was a Member 
formerly of th is H ouse, now a Member who may have 
to interpret parts of it on the Bench at a later date. I 
t h i n k  t h at was t h e  worst - t h e  checkerboard  
constitution I have always been opposed to.  I th ink I 
would have much preferred th is k ind  of p rocess in this 
section.  

i t  is very i nterest ing i n  th is Session.  Two out of three 
Parties m ust pass every B i l l ;  two out of three Parties 
could defeat every B i l l .  l t  is a very interesting dynamic. 
We have recog nized the fact of our f indings on Apri l  
26. We were q u ite aware of what was going to happen, 
o bviously before that date. We have a si lver l i n i ng in 
th is cloud of course, because we know that thess two 
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out of three Parties can pass th ings,  defeat things or 
whatever. l t  makes it quite interest ing .  

An Honourable Member: Sharon sa id  that she was 
in control . Do not tel l  us that you are in controL 

Mr. Doer: No, I am not. I am not i n  controL 

Two out of three Parties to pass Bi l ls ,  two out of 
three Parties to defeat Bi l ls,  and that is why we are 
not just proceeding in this Session of the Legislature 
to be critical and negative. We are also proceeding 
with some positive in it iat ives i n  terms of proposing 
legislat ion.  We are going to propose that we prohibit 
Hydro from not being al lowed to have a two-pricing 
system. You agree that it  is a lready consistent with 
pol icy. We agree. I am sure we will h ave unanimous 
consent on  the Bi l l  we are going to pass i n  terms of 
the Canada-U.S.  trade deal on the ability of pricing 
hydro. 

We are going to propose parents-in-the-workplace 
legislation to deal with the stresses in the workplace. 
We are going to deal with some of the problems in  
terms of  not ice  t ime and  other  prov is io n s  for  
communit ies for  p lant  closure. We are going to provide 
some recommendations on smoking in publ ic p laces 
in terms of the health of Manitoba. We are going to 
provide some landlord-tenant protection act. We have 
already introduced some positive p rovisions to deal 
with the small business, The Brick's Furniture. Our 
colleague from Elmwood has brought in tremendous 
legislation i n  terms of the policy of M an itoba. 

In conclusion,  M r. Speaker, Manitobans did elect a 
minority Government on Apri l  26.  We are committed 
to working in a positive way on behalf of Manitobans. 
We strongly urge this Government to consider, at every 
decision ,  fairness to Manitobans and their fami l ies -
who benefits, who is harmed by al l  of their measures. 
We believe the members who have elected us to protect 
their i nterests in terms of fairness and workingpeople 
and their fami l ies i n  th is province. We believe we can 
be productive in this Session if  the Parties are flexible,  
construct ive and cooperative. We wi l l  not be moving 
any motion on the Speech from the Throne, and we 
i ntend to work in a very positive way on behalf of our 
constituents and a l l  Manitobans. 

HANSARD CORRECTION 

Hon. James Downey {Minister for Northern Affairs): 
I r ise to m ak e  a correct i o n  in H ansard , the f i rst  
opportunity that I have had. I am sure that the Member 
for Fl in Flon ( M r. Storie) would want to make sure that 
th is  was not a reference made to h is col league. I refer 
you to page 50 of Hansard which just is tabled and 
the references made - and I am sure that it is not 
any form of a racial s lur of any k ind .  I hope it woul d  
n o t  be a n d  I am sure it is not, that he referred to t h e  
M i n ister o f  Northern Affairs, a n d  I q uote, " M r. Speaker, 
there is an obl igation, and th is falls upon the shoulders 
of the M i nister responsible for Northern Affairs," and 
it  refers to M r. Harper, "and if there is such an animal , 
the Minister responsible for Native Affairs, the obligation 
to implement the . . . " 
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I just say that there should be a correction as to M r. 
Harper, but also I would th ink that the Member should 
take advisedly that k ind of terminology when it refers 
to any person or group of people in our society. 

.. ( 1 530) 

Hon. Albert Dr iedger ( Minister of  Government 
Services): First of a l l ,  I want to say that I enjoyed the 
comments of the Leader of the Second Opposition 
Party, and I think he is a tremendous Leader for the 
Second Opposit ion Party. I think he did a good job.  I 
could probably spend 40 m i nutes of my comments 
debating some of the issues that he brought forward. 
I th ink  possibly that, i f  he had spoken that way dur ing 
the campaign ,  he might be the first official party, instead 
of the secon d  official party. 

lt is a g reat pleasure to be able to participate once 
again i n  a Throne Speech Debate. I th ink ,  s ince '77, 
th is is  probably my most excit ing one, because this 
t ime I have the opportunity of being involved in the 
Throne Speech as a M inister of the province. For myself, 
i t  is a proud moment, and I am very excited about it .  

M r. S peaker, I want to take th is opportunity to 
congratu late you on your responsib i l ity. Knowing you 
from the past, I know you wi l l  adjudicate fairly. I th ink 
a l l  Members of the House are going to be work ing 
together with you i n  conjunction to make the House 
work properly, especially under the circumstances where 
we have a very un ique situation in terms of a minority 
G overnment.  

I want to take this opportunity to welcome al l  the 
new Members. l t  has been a d ramatic change that has 
taken p lace al l  around the Chamber. I n  fact, I would 
think it  is  probably one of the biggest changes that 
has ever taken place in terms of actually changing of 
n u m bers ,  a n d  m ost certa i n ly i n  te rms of t h e  
circumstances that w e  have right now. Everybody has 
either a new responsibi l ity or a changed responsib i l i ty. 

Every t ime we have an elect ion, we end u p  with a 
n ew scenario, and it is always a very excit ing th ing 
unt i l  we get to know each other to k now how everybody 
operates. M ost of us really enjoy each other. Some 
have not that kind of personal ity, maybe do not enjoy 
each other that much.  I have always been one who has 
enjoyed them al l .  Unique th ings happen from t ime to 
t ime. In the past, under the previous adm i nistrat ion,  
we had two brothers i nvolved who were both M i nisters 
in Cabinet. In this present Session, we have two 
Driedgers i nvolved; they happen to be cousins. One is 
sitt ing on your side of the H ouse and one is  sitt ing over 
here. I wish h im wel l  on that side for a long t ime. 

it is  interest ing enough . . . I th ink it  is a very exciting 
time. I can recal l  back to when I first won my election 
in '77, gett ing i nto this big Chamber in  here, a boy 
from the country. I was awed by what was happening.  
I recall  my f irst speech, when I got u p  and I always 
thought I could speak to some degree. I was told I was 
a l itt le mouthy. Then I got in there and had a mike in  
front of  me, and knowing everything was recorded, the 
trepidations that go through you, and it  sort  of makes 
it very awkward . The first speech that I had occasion 
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to make in th is House, I read most of it and did that 
poorly. I am not saying that the speaking has improved 
that much on my part, but I enjoy it much more and 
I feel much more relaxed . So I can appreciate when 
new Members make their first speeches i n  the H ouse .  
W h e n  they have some trepidations, some concerns, 
that wi l l  al l  change after a whi le. 

For some, M r. Speaker, it  comes very easy. They get 
up - and I must say that some of the speeches that 
have taken place to date a lready with some of the new 
Members have been good speeches, good quality 
speeches. I was very impressed. Our M over (Mr. Praznik)  
a n d  Seconder  ( M r. G i l lesha m m e r), both be i n g  
newcomers i n  the House, spoke wel l ,  articulated their 
concerns. Members opposite, the Member for Selkirk 
( Mrs. Charles), I thought spoke wel l  the other day. Of 
course, the Second Opposition Leader (Mr. Doer) spoke 
wel l  today too, but he has been here for a while. 

I just want to indicate to the Members, "Enjoy it  while 
you are here," for al l  of us. The average l i fespan of a 
politician in this Legislature is sl ightly less than six years. 
That g ives you something to th ink about. When you 
consider that we have some senior Members l ike the 
Member for Lakeside ( M r. Enns) who has been here 
over 20 years, the Member for Brandon East ( M r. L .S.  
Evans) who is leaving n ow, I th ink ,  is on the verge of 
1 9  years. 

W h e n  you cons ider  that  you h ave some seni o r  
Members here who have contributed for many years 
for a long t ime, some of you wi l l  not be around after 
the next election. That is a shocking thought, but almost 
one-third change almost every t ime. So as I i ndicated, 
"Enjoy while we are here. " 

I also firmly believe, as I th ink the Leader for the 
N . D. Party ( M r. Doer) indicated, that most people are 
s incere about doing their best in  this House. We might 
h ave d i fferent phi losophies, but l th ink the majority of 
people who are elected to serve the publ ic do it  i n  a 
very sincere and dedicated manner. The publ ic does 
not always agree and changes them because of those 
views. But the stigma that very often is attr ibuted to 
pol it icians - we are not necessarily the most popular 
people i n  society - people t reat pol it icians with a bit 
of a downward cast from t ime to t ime, f iguring t hat 
because we are spending publ ic money that everybody 
could be corrupt. So we are not that popular. When 
we talk of self- interest, I th ink that the monies that 
M LAs get, by and large, if anybody is i n  here for money, 
he better reth ink his posit ion because the pay is not 
that good and certainly l i fe expectancy is  not that long.  

I would l ike to take th is opportunity, M r. S peaker, to 
p ay a tr ibute to those Members who are not with us 
here today who were here in  the past . That would 
include - I can recal l  r ight  from '77 o n  - some of 
the people who made major contributions in  th is  House: 
good debaters, good polit icians, sincere ind ividuals. I 
could use names l ike Sid G reen, who was in an opposite 
Party from myself, who I always found a g reat orator. 
He could take almost any issue and speak at length 
about i t ,  and do it  well .  He  would hold the attention 
of the whole House. He spoke well on whatever issue 
he  picked. I never agreed with any of the issues that 
he had, but he spoke well on these th ings. 
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There are other Members who I would l i ke to take 
this opportunity in terms of paying  tr ibute to some of 
my colleagues. Not everybody in this H ouse gets 
defeated. The majority do  but t here are some who step 
d own of their own free wel l .  The Member for Rh ineland 
( M r. Brown), the Member for M i nnedosa ( M r. Blake), 
are Members who chose not to run again ,  and were 
senior Members in here, had served wel l .  

I woul d  l ike to pay a l itt le tr ibute to one of  my 
colleagues who I worked very closely w i th  al l  the  t ime, 
the former Member for N iakwa, A be Kovnats. l t  just 
so happened that Abe and me are patching  th ings up 
n ow because my cousin happened to be the fel low who 
beat him out of there. But Abe does not hold that 
against me. 

I ncidentally, the Member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns), I 
made reference to h im a lready. I bel ieve he is the senior 
Member that we have i n  the Legislature, has served 
very capably for many, many years. 

1 would  l ike to take this opportunity as wel l  to 
congratulate the Liberal Party as such, as a group. To 
come from one Member to  20 Members, I th ink is  a 
great feat. 

I would  l ike to just look at it i n  the sense the Member 
for M i n nedosa (Mr. G i l leshammer) in his seconding of 
the Throne Speech ind icated the sort of segregation 
that has taken place with our  Party maybe hold ing 
predo m i n ant ly  the  r u ral  seats.  The c i ty  seats are 
basically L iberal i n  the c ity and the north represented 
by t he N D P.  I feel very confident that all Members i n  
t h e  various three Parties are going to work to try and 
meld that type of th ing .  

We certainly wi l l  have that opportunity working as a 
minority Government, which is a very unique experience 
certainly for myself, and I th ink for m ost us. I feel the 
people of M an itoba - it  might not be the way that I 
woul d  have wanted it to happen .  I would  have l iked to 
have a strong majority, and you feel a l itt le bit more 
comfortable doing that. But I th ink  the people of 
Manitoba, by and large, feel relatively comfortable with 
a m inority G overnment.  They feel that they are going 
to get good Government, that we wi l l  have to work 
together and I feel that ,  under the leadershi p  of our 
Premier, we wi l l  be coming forward with pol icies i n  a 
d i rection that is going to be acceptable. I hope that 
nobody has i n  m ind  that they can cal l  an election very 
shortly. I have had the occasion of having  four of them, 
and I woul d  l i ke to have a l itt le break in-between t ime 
somewhere if  possible.  

(Mr. Deputy Speaker, M. M i nenko, i n  the Chair. )  

I th ink ,  g iven the opportunity, that the people of  
M anitoba will be ab le  to assess the performance of a l l  
of us i n  th is H ouse i n  such a way that we can have 
their confidence, that they feel that we are moving i n  
t h e  r ight d i rect ion.  

* ( 1 540) 

I made reference to the Leader of the ND Party ( M r. 
Doer) and h is comments. He spoke well today. He 
covered the whole waterfront, but I was encouraged, 
not by a l l  h is comments, but certa in ly by the comments 
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where he ind icated that he felt we should be work ing 
together as a group,  and I th ink that is a reasonable 
and fair approach. 

I have to be a l itt le crit ical of the leader of the Official 
Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs), who sort of got a little overly 
excited with the responsib i l ity of all of a sudden being 
the Official Opposit ion and having 19 Members with 
her, where she seems to g ive the impression that she 
was going to decide how the activit ies in the House 
woul d  run.  I th ink  from t ime to t ime, we have ail come 
here, even the p revious administrat ion thought they 
could run th ings as they wanted to.  I nvariably that is 
what happens. The Members of the Second Opposition, 
who were the previous G overnment, and n ow it  is 
fruitless to maybe be critical of al l  the th ings that they 
have done,  but I th ink we have to learn from what has 
happened, and everybody should learn as to how the 
pub l ic will t reat you .  One d ay, you are Government; 
the next day, you are Second Opposit ion Party. I th ink 
you have to dwel l  on i t  a l i t t le  b i t .  

i t  was not  one single issue alone that basically brought 
d own t h e  N D P  G over n m e n t ,  the p rev ious  
admin istrat ion .  l t  was an accumulation of th ings.  The 
Member for Selkirk (Mrs. Charles) mentioned the bridge. 
Some of the other Members mentioned Autopac. 1t is 
a series of th ings that gradually developed , where the 
general public all of a sudden becomes d isenfranchised 
because of lack of understand ing ,  maybe it  is  a matter 
of - I always felt that Government was starting  to get 
i naccess ib le .  The Min isters were bein g  surrounded by 
a bunch of staff where they d id  not really come i n  
contact and understand the true issues and the true 
feel ings out there. There are those Members who are 
here, but there are a lot of them who are gone. That 
basically, I th ink ,  is what happened. All of a sudden , 
the general publ ic becomes d isenchanted with the 
Government and then you could do what you want. 
You are gone. As the Leader of the N D  Party wel l  knows, 
when he f inal ly got into the slot, i t  was pretty wel l  over. 
We, of course, had anticipated to do a l itt le better i n  
t h e  numbers ourselves s o  that is a lessen for us agai n .  
You have to l isten to t h e  publ ic .  

I th ink the general publ ic was prepared to g ive the 
Conservatives a chance to govern .  At the same t ime, 
I think they in  some areas maybe were not quite trusting 
of us, and we intend to develop that k ind of a t rust 
with the people of M anitoba. I feel confident we can 
develop that k ind  of a trust that we will pay attent ion.  

M r. Deputy Speaker, I learned most of my lessons 
from other pol it icians. When I got elected in  '77, ! 
thought nobody could ever beat me. l n '8 1 ,  we lost the 
Government and I nearly lost my seat. I looked at why 
this happened , and it happened because I was not 
paying attent ion.  I was not paying  attent ion - and ! 
say this to al l  Members - and I learned my lesson 
and I went out and I worked hard and paid attention 
to the people. In the city, it is maybe not q u ite as easy 
to do that. If you do not start working on your next 
elect ion in  the rural area after you get elected , during 
the course of a campaign ,  i t  is too late. By that t ime, 
i t  is too late. You had better work with you r  people al l  
the t ime and show that you are concerned and relay 
them r ight.  I am not tel l ing any tales out of school ,  but 
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I have learned from my own m istakes and watching 
what others have done. 

An Honourable Member: You r  tol l  gates will be . 

Mr. Driedger: We wi l l  get to the tol l  gates. 

But th is  is  basically sort of my assessment of how 
these th ings develop, and I th ink  the NDP in  retrospect 
look and say, why, why d id  we do these things? And 
each i n  their own mind say, well if we had not done 
th is  - I refer again to the bridge. I just want to i ndicate 
to the Member for Dauph in  (Mr. Plohman), we wi l l  get 
the right figures on the record somewhere along the 
l i ne  and we wi l l  make very sure they are positive and 
r ight .  

One other th ing that I fe l t  was i mportant that I looked 
at why the N D P  got defeated is  to have a strong base 
of support. I could not believe some of the people who 
went down to defeat, capable Min isters. Once you have 
that k ind of -( I nterjection)- some of them, yes. They 
are not here anymore, they are gone. But they were 
being i nfluenced by special interest groups. This is  my 
assessment of i t .  They forgot M an itobans as a whole 
and we all ,  al l  of us here, have to remember Manitobans 
as a whole, whether i t  i t  is  the country during a d rought 
period that is suffering, whether i t  is  an issue i n  the 
city that is i mportant, whether i t  is an issue up N orth 
that is  i mportant. 

I th ink ,  In  spite of the l itt le issue that the Member 
for Dauph in  ( M r. Plohman) and myself had on  the Port 
of Church i l l ,  we are both on the same track.  We feel 
it is m otherhood and apple pie to have the Port of 
Churchi l l  operating. I th ink everybody in M an itoba would 
l ike to see i t  basical ly stay i n  existence and operate 
and enhance the operat ion up t here. Seemingly, it h as 
been an effort i n  futil ity to get it escalated . 

So there are many th ings that, in spite of the fact 
that we from t ime to t ime may g ive each other a l itt le 
d ig  here and there, but basical ly we have the same 
concerns on  many many issues, m aybe it  i s  just a 
d i fferent way of deal ing with i t .  

As I i nd icated, we could at th is stage of the game 
- I th ink i t  is  an effort i n  fut i l ity to keep going back 
to the previous administrat ion and saying ,  wel l they 
d id  th is wrong, d id  that wrong,  d id  that wrong,  d id  that 
wrong. I th ink we have to start looking at the posit ive 
aspect of it. What do we do from here on in as a group. 

The Leader of the ND Party spoke along the same 
l ines. In fact, I thought he was getting  a little agressive 
already and critical in the short period of t ime, which 
i s  less than three months, s ince we have been sworn 
in as Cabinet - the expectations. And r ightful ly  so, 
Opposit ions should make sure that we perfor m  as best 
we can , but we feel quite proud of the effort that we 
have put i n .  

I remember yesterday t h e  Member f o r  Brandon East 
(Mr. Evans) saying,  well everybody works hard when 
they are in Cabinet .  I th ink all the Members, all M LAs 
work hard to t ry and get themselves up to speed, to 
get themselves oriented. 

I want to commend people on  the Govern ment side, 
especially the Treasury Bench,  that put in extremely 

97 

long hours to try and make sure that we could get into 
the House. We have very unusual circumstances, the 
fact that the Budget was defeated on March 9. We had 
a prolonged election period and we are trying to get 
in to try and get the Est imates approved . l t  will be a 
learn ing experience for us as M i nisters in many cases 
and certai n ly for Members of the Opposition in terms 
of the approach that wi l l  be used . We wi l l  develop sort 
of a scheme over a period of time in  how we do that. 

One th ing I want to ind icate is that Question Period 
is  usual ly the area where it i s  the actor's stage to some 
degree. By and l arge, when you get into the Estimates, 
that is  a learning experience in  many cases for both 
the Min ister as wel l  as the critics or any Member who 
wants to be involved . During the time that I was in 
Opposit ion and I was the critic of the Department of 
Natural Resources, I had six different M i nisters in one 
cycle. So actual ly i n  man·y cases, as the crit ic, I was 
the one who was trying to help educate the Min ister 
of Natural Resources, and I say that not facetiously. I 
say that because, in many cases, as a crit ic for six 
years I had as much knowledge maybe to some degree 
- n o t  t h e  i nt i m at e  k n owledge b u t  t h e  genera l  
knowledge - of the concerns that had to be addressed 
in the Department of Natural Resources. We wi l l  all be 
going through this,  M r. Deputy Speaker, in terms of 
working out and developing sort of a rat ionale with 
each other, and I think that is the way it should be. 

* ( 1 550) 

The Leader of the N . D .  Party was relatively critical 
about our relationship and was indicating that, because 
the Conservative Party is in power at the federal level 
and we are a Conservative Party at the provincial level ,  
we should have good l iaison. I would  l ike to indicate 
that I th ink we do, but that does not necessarily mean 
that the federal Govern ment is going to turn open the 
tap every time that we, as Manitobans, come forward 
and ask for someth ing.  

I want to ind icate to you the positive th ings that have 
already happened . I had the occasion to attend the 
M in isters meeting in Quebec City. l t  was my first 
Min isters meeting with other Ministers - this was about 
three weeks ago - and it had to deal with Government 
services and procurement. lt has been a vital concern 
for people in  western Canada i n  terms of getting our 
share of national purchases. 

When you consider that the western provinces have 
30 percent of the population and, the year before last, 
our share in the western provinces was 1 5  percent of 
the national purchases, we are talk ing b ig ,  big money. 
We were on ly gett ing 1 5  percent and,  last year, it 
d ropped to 12 percent.  At the t ime they were talk ing ,  
lots of  statements were made, a lot of conversation 
took p lace about giv ing the West a fair shake but it 
did not h appen that way. 

Subsequently, we had that meet ing in Quebec City 
and it was a good meet ing.  The federal M inister of 
Procurement, Otto Jel inek,  together with the M i nister 
of I ndustry and Commerce, jointly worked out and 
announced l ast week,  and I am sure you Members 
must have heard it as well, the positive program that 
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was a n n o u nced i n  procurement  for  t h e  western 
provinces. I th ink that is a positive th ing.  I feel that  is  
important that we have that k ind of a relationship but ,  
l ike I say, it does not  always happen that  way. 

I want to correct a l ittle b i t  some of the notions that 
were brought forward today in  terms of the Port of 
Churchi l l .  Rumours have abounded about the fact that, 
because of the poor crop year this year, maybe they 
wi l l  not be shipping grain to the Port of Churchi l l .  I 
was very concerned about that. I know that the previous 
M inister has been concerned about that a long t ime. 

When you look at the components of what h as 
happened in a short period of t ime, I f ind out al l  the 
road blocks that are i nvolved in  terms of making the 
Port of Churchi l l  viable. You have a railway that is not 
too receptive serving the Port of Churchi l l .  You have 
a Wheat Board that is sell ing wheat wherever they can 
and do not necessarily favou r  the Port of Church i l l .  lt 
has to be political desire and wishes to make it function,  
and that sometimes is not happening.  

When you consider that  the gra in terminal out there 
is a Government terminal - there is no private terminal 
- so you have the private g rain companies that are 
all f ighting against it as wel l .  Then you have the 
Lakehead lobby group which is basically very concerned 
about - and this is  what makes me a l ittle frustrated 
when you consider that the total export in an average 
year out of the Port of Churchill is less than 3 percent 
of the total shipment, that takes less than 3 percent. 
Actually, one good weekend of shipping through the 
Lakehead is equivalent to what we need to keep the 
Port of Church i l l  viable. We need about 550,000 to 
600,000 tonnes to make the port viable, such a small 
fraction. How do you get everybody into the system 
to agree that we should be shipping through the Port 
of Churchi l l?  

With al l  the rumours abounding at that stage of the 
game, I made it a point,  on the i nstructions of my 
Premier, and arranged a meeting with the federal 
M i nister of Transport, Benoit Bouchard , and the federal 
M i nister Charlie Mayer. As I i nd icated before, we had 
good d iscussions. I was able to bring forward my 
concerns to them, and one th ing I asked , I said treat 
us fairly. Treat us fairly and treat the Port of Churchi l l  
fairly. I f  you are going to cut back the grain because 
of the drought situation, i f  we have less exports, let 
us use it on a percentage basis. 

I wish I could have been defin it ive in  terms of saying 
I came back and I have twisted his arm, my counterparts 
out there, and that we have a commitment for so and 
so much. I do  not have that at this stage of the game, 
but I h ave a c o m m i t m e n t  t h at they w i l l  g ive fa i r  
consideration. I can on ly  accept that at  this stage of  
the game. I can on ly  accept that. 

While I was out there speaking with the federal 
M in ister of Transport, I also raised another issue. I want 
to clarify the position in  terms of highways, which is 
my responsib i l ity at this stage of the game. When I 
looked at what happened in terms of the highways 
program in the Province of Manitoba over the last six 
years, eight years, I would like to explain exactly what 
has happened . 
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We hit  our h igh point in h ighway construction in the 
year 1 982, which was sort of the lap-over year from 
w h e n  we g o t  d efeated i n  1 98 1  and t h e  n ew 
a d m i n istrat i o n  took  p lace.  We h a d  at t h a t  t i m e  
approximately $ 100 mil l ion in  capital construction. S ince 
that year, every year it was cut down more and more 
and more to the point where last year - the Member 
for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) is going to feel a l ittle 
uncomfortable with some of the scenarios that I am 
going to bring forward - but last year, it was $83 
mi l l ion  that was spent. I f  we had just used the normal 
flate of inration - rate of inflation - a sl ip of the 
t o n g u e !  - from 1 98 2  on u n t i l  now,  our cap i ta l  
const ruct i o n  program i n  H ig hways wou l d  be 
approximately $ 1 20 mi l l ion ,  $ 1 25 mi l l ion.  

W h at rea l l y  bot hers m e  i s  t h at we h ave g o n e  
backwards. We have lost virtual ly six o r  seven years. 
O u r  h i g hway system has s u ffere d .  lt has g o n e  
backwards. H ow do you ever catch up? I am happy 
to say that with my G overnment we had a commitment 
made during the election that we would repriorize 
H ighways, and I want to indicate that we have done 
that. When the Budget comes down, we wil l  be able 
to ind icate the positive moves we made for that. 

However, not to suffice, when I met with the federal 
Min ister, I raised the issue with him about cost-sharing 
on  some of our major h ighways. We have national 
programs that have been establ ished. We have the 
National Safety Code. The previous administration had 
a role to play i n  that. We have national transportation 
routes that we have establ ished across al l  of Canada 
and we in Winn ipeg are the major transportation city 
or locat ion in  western Canada. I think we have a major, 
major role to p lay, and we end up having the lousiest 
roads in the country. 

With al l  due respect, maybe n ot that much respect , 
but the previous M i nisters of H ighways could not 
convince their own caucuses and colleagues that more 
money should be spent on it .  That is exactly where it 
was at. I am n ot saying that the Member for Dauphin 
(Mr. P lohman) d id  not want to spend more money, but  
he did not have enough c lout .  I was careful how I said 
that ,  John.  He did not have enough clout with his 
col leagues with different priorities. 

I think we have to address these th ings. If  we want 
to continue to play that kind of a role in  Canada, with 
our locat ion as a lead transportation centre, we have 
to bui ld up our roads. When you consider the amount 
of monies that have to be spent ,  when we consider 
under the national weights and d imensions area where 
we are talking of establ ishing these routes with heavier 
weights, that some of our major structures - our 
c loverleaf, for example, in  the west end of Portage 
Avenue - is something that we have to look at, whether 
we have to put some restrict ions on  that because of 
the extra weights. When you start looking at it in  stages, 
the amount of money that has been spent, i f  you look 
at No.  9 ,  i f  you look at No.  7, if you look at No. 75, 
Trans-Canada, i t  is mind-boggl ing.- ( Interjection)- Did 
I m iss No.  8 ?  Really, when we look at the aspect of it, 
the amount of money that has to be spent to try and 
del iver a good service, how do you get the money? 

We have to del iver the social programs and we wi l l  
be del ivering social  programs and not cutt ing them , 
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but I am concerned that I need this k ind money just 
to be able to start to catch up. I would hope that, when 
I l ay t h i s  sce n a r i o  before t h e  federa l  M i n i st e r, 
somewhere along the l i ne he can f ind it in h is programs 
to g ive us some consideration here. 

We have to look at a scenario that has happened , 
where they have actually been involved in funding.  There 
is some funding r ight now on the Yel lowhead Route 
which is cost-shared, but it is of a very minor  nature. 
When you consider that Canada is the only developed 
country where they d o  not have a nat ional participat ion 
i n  terms of road funding ,  -( I nterject ion)- Canada is the 
only one. Al l  the other developed countries basically 
have a national road system where money goes into 
that.  We are hoping that somewhere along the l ine,  i n  
o u r  d ialogues and our requests, M r. Deputy Speaker, 
we can develop a cost-shared type of system to be 
able to develop the road structure. 

M r. Deputy  S peake r, I wou l d  l i k e  to take t h i s  
opportunity, for the benefit o f  the new . Members, t o  
i n dicate a l i tt le bit about m y  constituency. I represent, 
as you al l  know, the Emerson constituency, which is 
the southeast portion of the province here. I think, so 
that we can u nderstand each other a l ittle better i n  the 
debate, where we al l  come from, my background 
basically is farming and I have a small real estate 
company. 

.. ( 1 600) 

I represent an area where my b iggest community is 
a population of 1 ,500 people. There are approximately 
33 small hamlets that are involved , and my ethnic 
b reakdown is about four ways. I n  fact, the Emerson 
constituency has the second-highest French speaking 
populat ion i n  M an itoba, and I challenge anybody to 
check that out. So we have a spl it  between the French 
speaking,  the Ukrain ian,  Anglo-Saxon and the German 
Mennonite. l t  is  about a four-way trade off. With al l  
these small hamlets, i f  you th ink that i s  not challenging 
and excit ing to be an M lA i n  that area, th ink again.  
One of the -(I nterjection)- let me tel l  you someth ing.  
I have some comments I would l ike to make about that ,  
i f  I do  have t ime.  

M r. Deputy S peaker, can you indicate the t ime? I get 
carried away with my rambl ing sometimes and I forget 
how much time I have. 

Mr. Deputy S peaker, Mark  Minenko: You sti l l  have 
about 10 minutes. 

Mr. Albert Driedger:  Thank you, that g ives me more 
opportunity -( I nterjection)- The leader of the N.D. Party 
wants to know how that is going to affect me. Fi rst of 
a l l ,  I have gone through this once before. I went through 
the scenario i n ' 8 1  or'80 when I had a whole b unch 
added to my constituency. What I want to ind icate 
t h o u g h  is t h a t  it is t o u g h  to r e p resent  a r u ra l  
constituency, and the Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) 
h as the same challenge from the rural Members and 
when we talk of - and I wil l  be careful and ind icate 
th is is a personal view. By law, we have to have the 
boundary changes take p lace every 1 0  years and rep
by-pop, h ow can you argue that? That is  motherhood 
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and apple pie, but I am talking about the provincial 
level now. I wi l l  let the city counci l lors fight about their 
views about the city seat numbers. 

But I will tell you something.  I n  my view, to be an 
M lA in  the city is a catwalk and a piece of cake 
compared to . . . 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mr. Alberl Driedger: M r.Speaker, I i nd icated right at 
the start that th is was my personal view, because I 
have worked along with colleagues i n  the city and I 
have worked with colleagues whom they represent i n  
t h e  rural areas. I w i l l  tel l  you something,  I do  n ot know 
what Members opposite maybe at th is stage do, but 
on weekends after we get through here, I have my 
commitments and it is a joy to go to every fair, every 
community organization, every dance. There are always 
functions, because as an M lA in a rural area, if you 
are going to be a good Member, you have to be part 
of the total community, al l  the communities, and your 
t imetable is not your own . 

For those of you who are in for the first t ime, who 
have young fami l ies, I feel sympathetic for that. I have 
seen that happen with my colleagues as well .  Fami l ies 
suffer to be in th is k ind of business, fami l ies do suffer. 
I am very fortunate n ow that my youngest daughter is 
getting married next month. So basically, i t  is my wife 
and myself and we have chosen the polit ical route at 
this stage of the game, and we welcome all corners i n  
terms o f  a challenge. I am not saying that being 
egotistical , but we are into i t  to the point where we 
enjoy i t ,  we can really enjoy i t  now. But I say to those 
who have young fami l ies, I feel sorry for you. lt is d ifficult, 
because fami lies do make a sacrifice. After having been 
here almost 1 1  years and 5 years i n  munic ipal polit ics, 
I can vouch for that. To those of you who are dedicated 
to your work, congratulat ions and all the best, but d o  
n o t  forget your fami ly l ife somewhere on t h e  l ine. 

The leader of the NDP is a l ittle concerned about 
the new boundaries. I do not know whether his seat 
is d isappearing or not.  When the t ime comes and the 
new boundaries take effect January 1 ,  1 990, I thought 
we would never be able to sort th ings out pr ior  to 1 990 
- and you know what? - it  al l  sorted out. l t  all d oes. 
So I would suggest to the leader of the N D P,  do not 
get too excited . l t  wi l l  al l  sort out somewhere on the 
l ine.  I nvariably it d oes. 

I want to make a comment about the Member for 
Fort Garry ( M r. Evans) and if I maybe missed some of 
the names in  the beg inn ing ,  it is  just l i ke my colleague 
here sort of misaddressing the Speaker from t ime to 
t ime.  But these are habits that you d evelop and it is  
hard to break sometimes. As we are learn ing to know 
each other, if we sometimes make mistakes about where 
everybody is representing a certain seat, it is not done 
in  an offensive way. But I believe it was the Member 
for  Fort Garry (Mr. Evans), who is the critic of Agriculture 
- correct? I thought he expressed h is  concerns as 
best he knew how about the farm area. With all due 
respect, but i nvariably I f ind it an i nterest ing th ing that 
in th is House everybody either has roots with farm ,  
farm roots, or  would l i ke t o ,  except m aybe t h e  Member 
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for Church i l l .  He is not sure. I asked him before. H e  
said he d id  n o t  know whether he wanted any roots. 

But by and large, I think what has happened in the 
past little whi le in  M anitoba with the farm comm u nity, 
especially in southern Manitoba, is very d ramatic. I f  
you care at  al l  about your fel low man , when you get 
out there and you see what has happened to the farm 
community in southern Manitoba, it  is sad . l t  is a sad 
case.  I t h i n k  everybody i n  t h i s  H ou s e  feel s  t h a t  
compassion, a n d  hopes that t here wou ld  be some way 
that we coul d  f inancially help keep the people on the 
farm, that we could make i t  a l i t t le  easier. Farming l ife 
is a very challenging l ife at th is  stage of the game. lt 
has changed a lot since the t ime when the Member 
for Fort Garry (Mr. Evans) i n dicated how he picked 
stones, and I have done my share. I have made hay 
and stuff l ike that. We are a long way from that. We 
are talking of big business. 

But we are still talking of f inancial impl ications, b ig 
i nvestments, the trauma that happens within a family 
when you see your crop go d own or  not coming.  These 
are th ings that are traumatic in  people's l ives. and I 
th ink if nothing else we have to show compassion and 
u nderstanding.  

I n  our drought committee that was meeting al l  the 
t ime, we were t rying to cope with coming forward with 
something that would  help al leviate - not solve it ,  you 
cannot solve i t  with enough money - but to help 
alleviate, show that we care as a Government, a l l  of 
us. The program that was developed for the l ivestock 
program was basically just to t ry and help them feel 
encouraged to keep their breeding herds because, once 
we lose that, we have major problems with that. 

As governments work - and nobody was critical of 
the programs that have been coming forward. Maybe 
the criticism could be that we have not spent enough 
money, but how much do you spend ?  I th ink  the feel ing 
has to be of compassion and caring and doing as much 
as we can to try and help people through rough t imes. 

I n  this particular i nstance, it  is basically the farm 
community that is suffering. In the next instance, it  is 
maybe people affected by forest f ires. l t  could be 
anyth ing,  any natural t raumas t hat we go through, for 
example, the Swan River area with the flooding.  lt  is 
i mportant that we take and show compassion,  that we 
show the people i n  Manitoba that we care. They expect 
that k ind of th ing from us, people here, and I th ink 
rightfully so. 

M r. Deputy S peaker, I woul d  like to ind icate that I 
am looking forward to exciting times in this House here. 
We will have some interest ing debates and we will have 
some i nterest ing challenges from t ime to time. If you 
wonder just exactly if  you th ink something very exciting 
has happened, probably something more excit ing has 
happened already. The Member for Lakeside (Mr. Enns) 
could indicate to  you unbelievable things that have 
happened in th is  House - really they have. I have 
never experienced anybody going up and fighting with 
somebody, but we h ave h ad close cases of that as wel l .  
Emotions r u n  p retty h i g h  here a t  t imes a n d  w e  have 
to learn to back off. 

I th ink we are all entit led to  speak our minds. We 
should do that. We should speak our m inds, but we 
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should also respect the other person's  view and weigh 
it ,  because there is no  way that  57 people sitt ing 
together l ike this are going to agree. I get trouble with 
gett ing agreement in  my caucus from time to t ime. I 
am sure, and want to say th is to the Leader of the 
Opposition ( M rs. Carstairs), that from time to t ime I 
am sure she has got trouble having consensus within 
her caucus. 

* ( 1 6 10)  

Anyway, M r. Deputy Speaker, I have enjoyed once 
again participat ing in the debate here. I look forward 
to working with all of you. I hope we have enjoyment 
out of this. l t  is d ifficul t  to sit this time of year when 
everybody else is  on hol idays and i t  is over 30 above 
outside.  We are sitting here. lt is qu ite a challenge, so 
I would  expect that possibly by common agreement, 
since we al l  have the best for the people of Manitoba 
in  mind, we could maybe get out of here by about the 
end of August. 

Mr. Bob Rose (St. Vital) :  M r. Deputy Speaker, I would 
l ike to add my sincerest congratulations to the Speaker 
( M r. Rocan)  who is absent from there right now, on 
being chosen for h is most prestigious posit ion.  lt  is,  
i ndeed , a most popular choice and he can count on 
my support to maintain the decorum and productivity 
of this H ouse. Congratulations also to you, M r. Deputy 
S peaker, on your  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  I k now f r o m  
personal experience y o u  wi l l  do  a f i n e  j o b .  You can 
count on my assistance. 

l t  gives me comfort that the Honourable M inister of 
Highways (Mr. Driedger) a l luded to the fact that he read 
h is fi rst speech and that he d id  that poorly. I th ink that, 
if  that were true and I hardly bel ieve it  was, he certainly 
improved , as I certainly enjoyed h is  personal approach, 
catwalk,  cake and what have you, included. 

My r iding of St. Vital  was honoured previously to 
have M r. Jim Walding as the Speaker of the House 
from 1 982 to 1 986. Regardless of Members' opposite 
comments, he was always, i n  my est imation and the 
est imation of most of h is constituents, true to h imself. 
He always conducted h imself in  a manner in  which he 
thought a true Speaker shou ld .  M r. Deputy Speaker, 
if you a n d  t h e  S peaker  d o  l i k ewise,  y o u r  
accompl ishments wi l l  b e  substantial .  I have no doubt 
that wi l l  be the case. 

I am p leased also to congratulate the Mover ( M r. 
Prazn ik ) ,  and Seconder ( M r. G i l lesham mer) of the  
Throne Speech.  They were tough acts to fol low, and 
I l o o k  forward t o  p resentat i o n s  f rom t hese two 
Honourable Members i n  the future. 

I noted , as other speakers have previously, that the 
Honourable Member for M innedosa (Mr. G i l leshammer) 
observed the House was d ivided and said ,  and I quote: 
"I believe that al i  M LAs should work towards an 
understanding of the unique problems faced by citizens 
north, inside the Perimeter H ighway and in  the type of 
area i represent." 

I want to assure the Honourable Member and other 
Honourable Members opposite of our cooperation i n  
achieving h i s  goal , and that we wil l  also assure h im 
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t hat we wi l l  g lad ly rectify th is problem of d ivision when 
next we go to the pol ls.  

I would l ike ,  as wel l ,  to congratulate sincerely the six 
Pages who were reappointed . I wish you al l  well and 
I am proud t h at M r. P h i i l i p  Fenez, who attended 
Glenlawn Col legiate i n  St .  Vital , is  one  of  the Pages 
chosen. 

As my parents were settled i n  St. Vital over 70 years 
ago and I, having been born in a house on St. Mary's 
Road in St. Vital , I hope I can be excused for my deep 
bias towards St.  Vital .  I am certainly very proud to 
represent the f ine people of St. Vital and I humbly thank 
the residents i n  St .  Vital for placing their confidence 
in me, my Party, and our Leader, Sharon Carstairs. 

St .  Vital l ies between the Seine and Red Rivers and 
is  d iv ided by the Trans-Canada H i ghway between 
H i g hfield Street i n  Norwood and the southeast of the 
Seine River, a d istance of two m i les. 

Entering the west side of St. Vital , you are greeted 
by perhaps the most pleasant threshold of any urban 
riding. H eading south across the Red River, you drive 
to the Winn ipeg Canoe Club golf course, and to the 
west are the banks of the Red River. This golf course 
is part of the second-oldest private club in all of Canada. 
The Winn ipeg Canoe Club was formed in 1 894 by some 
of Win n ipeg 's most outstand i n g  and d ist i n g u ished 
cit izens, including Hugh John MacDonald .  As a matter 
of fact, St.  Vital is  no stranger to golf courses. There 
are three golf courses within St. Vital and two more 
bound it 

St. Vital i s  a settled and quiet area in spite of the 
reports you heard of our only hotel , infamous hotel 
now. St.  Vital is  devoid of any i ndustrial development 
and there is very l ittle commercial enterprise. lt is mostly 
residential ,  and about 25 percent of St. Vital is open 
space and hence has cleaner air than usual. 

1 feel that the areas of Egerton Road, K ingston 
Crescent and Norwood are amongst the most desirable 
residential l ocations in Winn ipeg and hence property 
values reflect th is .  

From the beg inn ing ,  the predominantly Anglo-Saxon 
and French people have l ived in  exemplary harmony. 
Des Meurons Street l inks o ld St. Boniface to St.  Vital .  
The people have always been h ighly cooperative i n  their 
endeavours. 

St.  Vital has always had one of the most progressive 
and innovative school systems and was, and sti l l  is,  a 
Canadian leader in the introduction of French i mmersion 
studies. l t  is  i nterest ing to note that, just recently, the 
first school in Canada bui l t  specifical ly for French 
i mmersion,  St .  Germaine School, was opened i n  south 
St. Vital . 

St.  Vital has just i ntroduced a h igh ly successful 
program start ing with 900 students, a summer school 
t h at h as attracted s tudents  from as  far  away as 
C h u rch i l l ,  Lyn n  Lake,  and Mel i ta.  A l ready ha l fway 
through the course, they are planning for a much bigger 
p rogram next year, and I commend the St.  Vital School 
Division for their ingenuity. 

H istory shows us that the area now known as St.  
Vital  was settled i n  around 1 820, just after St. Boniface 
was formed by white buffalo hunters. 
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As a community, St .  Vital has a h istory going back 
to 1 860 when B ishop Alexander Tache was too modest 
to have this new m ission called St. Alexander. I nstead , 
l ike the modesty of al l  the people from St. Vital, he 
named it St. Vital in honour of h is  assistant Bishop 
Vital Grandin .  i t  has also taken the name of the street 
running through the east-west section.  Oddly enough,  
the St. Vital Parish Church is now on Pembina H ighway 
in the constituency of my honourable col league from 
Fort Garry ( M r. Evans) across the river. 

There are two landmarks that were started early at 
the turn of the century in 1 909 that sti l l  remain in St.  
Vital . We have the 3rd Boy Scout Troop that sti l l  
f lour ishes today and i s  the  o l d est scout  troop in  
Man itoba. We also have the  St .  Vital Agricultural Society, 
because St. Vital in the very early days was and 
somewhat sti l l  is  an urban rural society. l t  wi l l  hold its 
7 9 t h  A n n ua l  Fair in A u gust of t h i s  year. M arket  
gardeners of St .  Vital were always the  leaders i n  their  
f iel d ,  and I am sure that the Honourable M i nister of 
Labour ( M r. Connery) will attest to that as that is where 
his family settled. The oldest school in  St. Vital that 
ce lebrated i ts  75th ann iversary two years ago i s  
G lenwood School i n  t h e  north e n d  o f  S t .  Vital .  

People of St. Vital have always been ardent curlers 
and started the St. Vital Curl ing Club in 1 933 and , last 
year, was the hub  for celebrations. We are p leased to 
h ave t h e m ,  t h e  Cente n n i a l  M an i t o b a  C u r l i ng 
Associat ion,  the premier curl ing association in al l  of 
the world. A native of St. Vital , Donnie Dugui d ,  was on 
three Manitoba championship  r inks .  He became the 
first person to win back-to-back world championships 
both t imes as the skip.  

• ( 1 620) 

Athletics has been another love of people i n  St. Vital . 
Our h igh school ,  G lenlawn, has always been amongst 
the top at provincial meets. 

The St. Vital M ustangs Footbal l  C lub is the pride of 
St.  Vital , begun i n  1 948 by two friends of m i ne, Art 
and Wally McOuat, the 1 987 edit ion won the Eastern 
Canadian Junior Football t it le. I wish them wel l  in  their 
quest for a Canadian championship in  1 988. 

Many people choose to stay in  St. Vital for their entire 
l ives and that is why we have a h igh percentage of 
seniors in that area, the people who bui l t  th is province. 
Some have been i n  the same home for almost 70 years. 
I saw them as I knocked on doors dur ing the elect ion .  
I feel i t  is incumbent upon us that we keep assur ing 
these seniors, not only by our words but by our act ions, 
that the health and social programs of th is province 
wi l l  not deteriorate further, and we can ensure th is by 
keeping free enterprise healthy and expanding.  

I am p leased to say that since Apri l  26 -( l nterject ion)
you should know how. The H onourable Member for 
Lakeside ( M r. Enns) should know. Since April 26, I am 
p leased to say, there is a feel ing of hope permeat ing 
St .  Vital. As wel l ,  in  my travels around Manitoba, i t  is 
permeat ing the whole of this province, and the message 
that I get is that the vast majority - the vast major ity, 
very few exceptions as a matter of fact - are very 
p leased to see S h aron  Carst a i r s  so c l ose to t h e  
Premier's chair. 
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I hope and t rust that you wi l l  all work with me in 
making St. Vital, indeed al l  of Manitoba, an even better 
p lace to l ive. 

I would l ike to  now go over some of my notes from 
the Throne Speech. I hope that my comments are taken 
in a constructive way in the hope for the needed 
attention to these matters of the Government. 

Firstly, as an ex-city counci l lor, I would  l ike to press 
for a thorough reorganizat ion of the city and certainly 
not the piecemeal approach we have seen so far. We 
need to fol low u p  on the White Paper to completely 
examine the structure including community committees, 
need for five or indeed any commissioners, jurisdiction 
between the city and the province, powers of the Mayor, 
and certainly boundaries. I feel that only then can we 
determi n e  the  correct p o l i t ica l  structure a n d  t h e  
numbers. I ,  for one, would l ike  to see more power g iven 
to elected representatives, particularly on the l ocal 
matters such as community committees. 

Once and for a l l ,  I would welcome some provincial 
leadership in the matter of jurisdiction of our waterways: 
pollution , banks and safety. The previous administration 
promised much, delivered nothing,  and now such action 
is far far overdue, at least two or three years overdue.  

The tragic accident over the weekend in  my r id ing 
on ly strengthens my resolve to push forward on a Bi l l  
to make the rivers more accessib le and safer for 
recreation. For one th ing,  we want to ensure that 
potential users of the new facil ities at the Forks can 
enter the river safely for recreational purposes. This is 
certainly far from the case right now, and anybody who 
u ses the r ivers, whether  t hey be the r iver-b oat 
operators, canoers, or even people who l ive on the 
riverbanks.  They are right now, and were for some t ime 
that I know of, a year-and-a-half that I have been 
involved in  i t ,  very frightened to go out on that, what 
I call ,  a jungle. 

I note mention of assessment reform.  I welcome this 
and hope it wil l  be implemented post haste, not only 
in Winn ipeg but on farms as wel l  where it  is probably 
even more needed. 

The Throne S peech ment ions the  G overnment 's  
belief, and I quote, " . . .  that the seniors of  th is  province 
deserve recognit ion for their l ifetime contributions to 
the economic, social and cultural l ife of our province ."  
I could not  agree more  with th is  but ,  again ,  actions wi l l  
speak louder than words. 

On this subject, I hope the seniors' M in ister ( M r. 
Neufeld) wil l  sit down with the M i nister of Urban Affairs 
(Mr. Ducharme) and d iscover why. Why is a major funder 
of the program, the Province of Manitoba, why he is 
going along with Winnipeg 's  plan to d ismantle Seniors' 
Transport Service, an establ ished, efficient, personal 
service, dismantle this in  favour  of a plan that wi l l  never 
g ive these wel l-deserving sen iors anywhere near the 
transportation they need and deserve in  this city. 

And whi le he is at it ,  M r. Speaker, ask the Min ister 
of Urban Affairs (Mr. Ducharme) why he is not honouring 
the Tory election promise to fund the STS for another 
year?  And as wel l ,  maybe the H onourable M inister of 
Labour ( M r. Connery) could  sit down with the same 
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M inister and tel l  h im that people from St.  Vital just do  
not  act l i ke  that .  

I would  l ike to read - and if anybody needs any 
copies, if  you have not seen it on the opposite side I 
have some addit ional copies here - a paper that was 
handed out to people using STS during the past election 
campaign .  I read in part: "We pledge to keep the 
Seniors' Transport Service operat ing for one m ore year 
. . .  "and one more year was from July 1 to June 30 
of 1 989 in  anybody's language, " . . .  to ensure that 
service to you is not reduced. "  That is a pretty n ice 
e lection promise. lt follows up on the work of the Liberal 
Government who were the ones who i nstigated this 
program, th is  very effective program, one of the best 
in  Canada. N ow this M in ister is content to sit back and 
see it d ismantled . That is compassion.  

I conclude, " .  . . that we need your support on Apr i l  
26,  1 988 to ensure that we form Government so that 
we can honour this pledge. Our new Government wi l l  
work cooperatively with the City to  ensure an adequate 
level of service is provided to you . "  

( M r. Speaker in  t h e  Chai r. )  

This was signed b y  five - unfortunately w e  cannot 
deal d i rectly with any of them today because they all 
fel l  a l i tt le short at the pol ls - it was signed by Charles 
Birt, Rosemary Vodrey, Robert Haier, Gerry Mercier, 
the previous Attorney-General , and Bob Vandewater. 
If that is not an official promise and a pledge, I do not 
know what is .  This was later released to the media, 
and I am s u re w i t h  the okay of the Prog ress ive 
Conservative Party by the so-cal led Gerry Mercier, the 
same person.  

Certainly, there shou ld be some credence i n  their 
election promise here. I noted this morning reading a 
paper here which is cal led, "The Word of Mouth . "  They 
feel a n d  a g ree w i t h  me that  t h i s  was t h e  m ost 
abominable and n iggardly, and th is is my quote by the 
way, hoax that this Government has perpetrated on 
people in  their  abuse of seniors using STS. I quote 
from the August issue: " But this particular deed is 
particularly dastard ly and insidious, even for Tories ."  
11 goes on to say, and I wi l l  not  complete the quote 
because I might be called to order even though it  is 
written in  the paper. 11  says, " l t  on ly serves to remind  
the  word 'tory' comes from the  I rish Gael ic word 
'toraidhe' meaning a h ighwayman . "  In  their promise, 
they said that they would monitor to make sure that 
the service was adequate across G reater Winn ipeg. 

* ( 1 630) 

Lastly, on this subject of seniors' transportat ion,  ask 
what has the M i n ister done lately to ensure adequate 
service, I would be interested i n  the answer in the future 
on that one. 

M r. Speaker, I would like to see this Government 
certainly put an end to wasteful urban sprawl,  and I 
note part icu lar ly  the  res i dent ia l  deve lopment  p u t  
forward recently i n  S t .  James, west a n d  north o f  o u r  
airport. South S t .  Vital is certainly a glaring example 
of what not to do.  We are just years behind in  a l l  facil ities 
for al l  those people and have hand icapped al l  the areas 
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to the north there and penal ized them for taxes and 
what have you. We cannot have this sort of thing happen 
aga in .  

Whi le  on that subject , I do  not  know whether the St .  
James School Board has consulted w i th  the  M i nister 
of Urban Affai rs ( M r. Ducharme) on this development 
near our airport, but I wi l l  be ask ing at a later d ate i f  
the M in ister of Education (Mr. Derkach) feels it is proper 
to spend scarce education dol lars for the development 
of p rojects such as this which are fully in  the jurisdiction 
of the Winnipeg City Counci l .  

M uch good work has been done under the Core Area 
In i tiative before i t  became a pol itical tool, but I feel 
now that too much of its funds are now spent outside 
the real core area where the real need is .  This must 
be very frustrating,  as I know it is to the people i n  the 
north end of Winnipeg, as wel l  as the people who 
adm i nister the plan. I hope the province shows some 
leadershi p  here to see that more of the Core Area 
In i t iat ive do llars are spent to clean up what they were 
orig ina l ly intended for and that was the core area of 
Win ni peg. 

M r. Speaker, I would l ike to see th is G overnment 
bring Manitoba ambulance service at least u p  c lose to 
the Canadian average, as they espoused when they 
were i n  Opposit ion, and I would be interested to know 
what they have already done in the three months since 
the election.  I guess it would be virtually n oth ing .  

Also the Throne Speech mentioned increased funding 
for independent schools. Let me personally tel l  the 
G overnment that 50 percent is  a very good start ,  but 
only that, and I wi l l  be looking for i ncreased funding 
i n  the future. 

Tou r i s m ,  the T h ro n e  Speech sai d ,  " T h i s  major 
component of  the ir  renewed t hrust for economic  
development, "  and those are their words, "would  be  
expanded. "  We have seen some signs of  that, thankfully. 

I would l ike to point out that this Government's efforts 
to clean up the storm damage at G rand Beach is 
absolutely abysmal .  Somebody asked earl ier, who is 
i n  charge. I d o  not think anybody is i n  charge here. 
T h i s  is a m aj o r  t o u r i st attract i o n  and yet t h e  
campgrounds need expansion to twice their present 
size u nder normal circumstances, and yet we have seen 
one-third of these sites closed for the last few weeks, 
for a need of a few paltry dol lars. I am sure some action 
should be forthcoming from the Member from that area. 

' 
This is clearly not good enough. Reports I get are 

- and I do not even want to embarrass the other side 
opposite where I d o  get these reports from,  but they 
are pretty dear to their hearts - that hundreds of 
tourists are being turned away after three or four hours 
of waiting .  lt can be expected that some are fraught 
with d isappointment, and I have heard of some from 
Alberta who will never return again ,  and perhaps never 
even to M an itoba for the lack of a few paltry do l lars. 

M r. S peaker, on the subject of G rand Beach,  it is 
reported that upwards of 75,000 persons visit the resort 
on some Sundays. l t  might be interest ing to note that, 
as I o bserve it ,  they are sort of the blue collar people, 
a lot of ethnic people, ethnic Canadians who visit there 
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and that is their day out. They do not have cabins. 
Some of them have trailers, but they certainly do not 
belong to that part of society that has summer cottages, 
mainly the visitors. 

They do this because, year after year, many more 
Manitobans, indeed visitors from afar are recognizing 
the del ights of this beach which compares favourably, 
and I am sure those who have visited , to any others 
on this continent. A marina and more lodging,  among 
other th ings,  are needed for this resort to make it a 
dest ination resort. I certainly hope that this Government 
wil l  renew the efforts begun some years ago to enhance 
th is area that has such fresh air, clean water, tal l  trees 
and rol l ing sand dunes. 

M r. Speaker, as a downh i l l  skier, I know the two 
provincial ski h i l ls  have been left in l imbo and no one 
seems to know whether they wil l  be opened from one 
year-end to another. l t  would certain ly be helpful if the 
Government could announce as soon as possible the 
long-term plans for Springh i l l  ski h i l l  and Falcon Lake 
ski h i l l  so that deteriorat ion of these resorts will cease 
and expansion and improvements be implemented to 
encourage skiers to stay in their home Province of 
Manitoba. 

One of the i nteresting things that was a surprise to 
me that I noted in  the Throne Speech was a lobby 
office i n  Ottawa. We have had some previous comments 
that were enjoyable on that.  I am very p leased to see 
this ,  and I hope that this ensures that there will be no 
more fiascos such as the CF- 1 8  as far as Manitoba is 
concerned. 

I would be most pleased to see th is new G overnment 
keep agriculture in the forefront of the people, especial ly 
the people of Winn ipeg, where they take their da i ly 
food for granted and .fail to realize the g reat i mportance 
in having a healthy farm community to ensure a healthy 
Winn ipeg economy. 

On the subject of agriculture, myself and some of 
my colleagues visited a rural area just over the weekend 
and found it very enjoyable. In that regard , I would l ike 
to pay my tr ibutes to the 4-H Clubs of Manitoba, th is 
year celebrating their 75th anniversary. lt is gratify ing 
for us to sit there and see the rewards that they were 
g iven and the recognit ion and the achievements - we 
were able to see some of their exhi b its - because 
these are the young people, and we must not forget 
this, who will fill our food baskets in  the future. I certainly 
want to commend them, along with my col leagues, for 
their f ine work. 

I also have a desire to see the handicapped receive 
better treatment in the matter of access to pub l ic 
bui ldings than we have seen in the past. This is a priority. 
O n e  exam p l e  i s  t he new ent rance r a m p  to t h e  
Leg i s l at u r e .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  not  adequate ,  as I h ave 
previously pointed out to the M i nister. There are too 
many flaws to it .  I f  th is is an example of what we can 
expect, we better make an i mprovement. 

I would be interested i n  the plans of th is Government 
to replace the training centre in  Giml i  that was destroyed 
in the recent storm. Jobs have been lost. I have seen 
no mention of that. Maybe t here has been and so I 
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apologize for not reading the papers that careful ly. 
Certainly the province is now feel ing the loss of th is 
excel lent train ing faci l ity. 

I hope this G overnment i m proves our l icence plates. 
People outside of Manitoba th ink we are a drab, 
colourless lot ,  judging by our  p lates. Certainly, we are 
not. I woul d  certainly l ike to see us improve that and 
have plates which port ray our vibrancy and joie de 
vivre. 

I am d isappointed that more was not detailed about 
a replacement for the Jobs Fund or retrain ing and 
e m ployment .  We w i l l  be  l o o k i n g  for  t h ese in t h e  
Estimates. 

Also I wou ld  like to see the G overnment increase the 
use of our abundant electrical p ower in  publ ic bu i ld ings 
and transportation, instead of export ing it to other 
p rovinces and to the United States. 

On the positive side, I am p leased that the Throne 
Speech al luded to a study to use some of the Lottery 
funds for health care, but I certain ly would  not want 
to  see the p resent funding reduced for sports or the 
arts. Also encouraging is the addit ional funding for the 
Folk Arts Counci l  - Folklorama. Not enough can be 
d one to expand the unique, m ulticultural heritage aspect 
of Manitoba and,  as you know, it is fast becoming our 
principal tourist attraction.  

* ( 1 640) 

I applaud also this G overnment's init iative to provide 
more jobs in  rural Manitoba for those men and women 
forced from the farms in  these hard times. 

My wish l ist for action by this Government includes 
tougher  act i o n  o n  cr ime a n d  drugs ,  fu l f i l lment  of 
Manitoba's commitment to Francophone rights, tougher 
penalties to pol luters, i ncreased efforts to eradicate 
Dutch Elm disease which is laying bare our cities and 
surrounding territories. I would  like to see the expansion 
of the aboriginal rights as soon as possib le,  that they 
may have self-determinat ion.  I would l ike to see th is 
G overnment stop stall ing on day care and priorize 
expansion of day care so that the most needy receive 
it first. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would  be remiss if I did not 
pay tribute to the unsung heroes of Manitoba, people 
I have a lot of respect for, and those are the thousands 
o f  t i re less v o l u n teers ,  whether  t hey b e  w i t h  t h e  
community clubs, sports, arts, health care, church, 
education, service c lubs, farm organizations, seniors, 
and many, many others, and I hope I have not m issed 
any i mportant ones, l ike the P.C. Party. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh,  oh !  

Mr. Rose: We wi l l  ta lk  about that later, H arry. By  the 
way, I got a few stories you wi l l  get a kick out of. I say 
to those groups, thank you and keep up the good work. 

Congratulations again ,  M r. Speaker. Congratu lations 
to all 55 Members from both sides who have been 
elected to represent all their constituents, and I hope 
we have a fruitful Session .  Bonne chance! 
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Hon. G len Findlay (Minister of Agriculture): l t  is 
indeed a p leasure for me to rise, M r. Speaker, and 
speak to the S peech from the Throne. I would  l ike to 
first congratulate you in the high office you have attained 
in this House. I know that you are going to have some 
difficult days ahead. You have received congratu lations 
from al l  Members who have risen i n  th is H ouse so far, 
and I hope that the cooperat ion we have seen so far 
in terms of operating with you in this H ouse cont inues 
from all people. 

I would also l ike to congratulate the M over (Mr. 
Prazn ik )  and the Seconder (Mr. G i l leshammer) for the 
Speech from the Throne, two rookies who showed that 
they are capable of del ivering a speech in this House, 
and I am sure we wi l l  hear many eloquent speeches 
from them in the future. I would  like to congratu late 
my Leader (Mr. Filmon) on being Premier of the Province 
of Manitoba. I would l ike to congratulate all the new 
Members to th is H ouse. I bel ieve I have done my 
arithmetic r ight.  lt is approximately 25 new Members, 
1 9  over t h e re in Off ic i a l  O ppos i t i o n .  There is a 
tremendous chal lenge i n  front of you. You are here to 
represent a large number of constituents, a mi l l ion 
people in  the Province of Manitoba, 57 of us i n  here. 
Respons i b i l i ty  weighs heavy o n  our s h o u l d er s  at 
d ifferent t imes. 

I would  l ike to also congratulate the Leaders of the 
two Parties opposite. They have some challenging t imes 
ahead of them. I notice that neither of them moved a 
motion of non-confidence, which would indicate maybe 
that there is a strong desire in  terms of making this 
H ouse work , i n  terms of governing for the Province of 
Manitoba. I can assure you from my office and from 
this side of the H ouse, we will do everything possible 
to  be the very best Government this province has seen 
for some period of t ime. 

I would l ike to congratulate my crit ic opposite from 
Fort Garry ( M r. Evans) who yesterday gave a very good 
speech ,  touched on agriculture. 

I would just l ike to, i n  a humorous way, talk about 
the R and R .  H e  mentioned that he has done some 
roots and rocks. I am sure in  the city R and R means 
rest and relaxation.  l t  is one of the going jokes at our 
p lace and,  when the weekend arrives and when you 
get R and R ,  that means more roots and rocks not 
rest a n d  re l axat i o n .  We h ave d o n e  it for m a n y  
generations a n d  I can assure you that my son is fifth 
generation and our farm is stil l going on and it has not 
gotten any easier as the years have gone by. 

Certain ly, i n  my constituency, we represent a rural 
r id ing with many towns - places like Hamiota, Shoal 
Lake, Birt le, Elkhorn, M i n iota, Virden , Kenton - small 
towns with a l ot of small businesses who depen d  very 
heavily on agriculture.  When the agricultural economy 
is hurt ing, the small towns that I represent hurt too. 
They hurt not only in  terms of the economy; they hurt 
in terms of enough people in the schools, enough people 
to keep the d octors in  town, enough people to keep 
the hospitals open. I can assure the Opposition that 
these are not problems that emerged recently. They 
have been there for some t ime. I am going to talk more 
about the economic problems i n  agriculture later on, 
but the economic problems in  agriculture mean a 
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depopulat ion in the rural ,  a depopulation in our towns. 
That is  a very major problem in  my r id ing ,  as i t  is in 
m any other rural r id ings. 

I mentioned briefly about the 25 new Members. I 
would just l ike to also remind  people there are 1 5  of 
us in the H ouse who have been here just two years. 
So out of the 57 in here, there are only 17 Members 
who have been here more than two years. So there 
are a lot of rookies, in a sense, i n  this H ouse. Two 
years has been a good experience for me, but I know 
I have lots more to learn in terms of what l ies ahead . 
But I wi l l  assure you, as I am sure everybody is here 
to do, that we are here to represent our constituents 
who elected us as much as anyth ing else. 

I would also l ike to congratu late the Deputy S peaker, 
the Member for Seven Oaks ( M r. M i nenko).  lt certainly 
is  a bit of a un ique situation to have the Deputy Speaker 
from the opposite side of the H ouse, but I am sure he 
wi l l  act in as i mpartial a way as the Member for Turtle 
Mountain ( M r. Rocan) will act as he sits i n  that capacity. 

lt was rather i nteresting today to hear the Member 
for  Emerson ( M r. Dr iedger )  g ive a rather  father ly  
messag e .  The M e m b e r  f o r  Emerso n ,  f r o m  the 
Opposition's side, spoke a lot  more forceful ly and a 
lot stronger, but today he was just that fatherly image 
w h i c h  wou l d  i n d icate t h at h e  i s  accept i n g  t h e  
responsibi l ity o f  being i n  G overnment very seriously 
and is working hard at try ing to  be a M in ister from this 
side of the H ouse. 

M r. S peaker, and I almost said M adam Speaker -
I am trying to get that straight - we presented a S peech 
from the Throne which is a d istinct plan for act ion,  a 
p lan for action for the P rovince of Manitoba to g ive 
our citizens an opportunity to meet the chal lenges of 
the future; a plan that is laid out to, in the short term, 
show them that we are i n  control of Government, that 
we want to prevent waste and mismanagement. We 
want to prevent spend ,  spend ,  spend .  We want to g ive 
d i rect i o n  for  t h e  fu tu re  i n  terms of i n i t i at i ves ,  
opportunities that our people can meet. 

Our young people need those opportun ities. They 
need strong Government. They need a G overnment 
that is going to demonstrate that we are not going to 
be wasteful of their resources, nor are we going to put 
an undue burden on them i n  the future. Certainly, the 
debt load that they face from previous adm i nistrations 
i s  someth ing that is going to be very d i ff icult for al l  of 
us to handle in  terms of del ivering the services that 
we need . 

We have over 70 in i tiatives in the S peech from the 
Throne, I th ink a very ambit ious Speech from the 
Throne. There are other i n it iat ives that are not i n  there 
that we will address in the n ot-too-d istant future. We 
have touched on agriculture,  health care, community 
services, educat ion,  justice and many other areas, a l l  
of which affect al l  citizens of the Province of Manitoba. 
l t  i s  my desire in  my capacity as M i nister of Agricu lture 
and i n  th is Government to g ive equal ity to a l l  citizens 
in the province in  terms of the way we adm i nister from 
the Government side of the H ouse. 

We hope that we can g ive a strong vision for the 
future and show the citizens of M anitoba that the 
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Government is in strong hands. I was p leased to hear 
comments from the other side of the H ouse, in the 
agricultural sense, that there is a desire to cooperate 
and work towards resolving the problems that we face, 
and I can assure you that there are going to be many 
in  the coming months. 

I n  the Crown corporations, we have had some major 
p r o b l e m s  in t h e  past .  C i t izens h ave become 
disenchanted with  the way Crown corporations were 
operated .  From the perspect ive of b e i n g  M i n ister 
responsible for The Telephone Act, I can assure you 
that we are laying out the principle that the job of the 
M a n i t o b a  Tel e p h o n e  System is t o  supp ly  
telecommunication service i n  the  Province of Manitoba 
to al l  c itizens at the least possible cost i n  the most 
efficent way. We do not want any more $27 mi l l ion  
losses i n  Saudi Arabia. l t  hurt the corporation i n  financial 
terms, i t  hurt the corporat ion in  terms of i mage in the 
publ ic and i t  comes up far too often, that problem that 
occurred i n  the past. I hope it is behind us. I th ink it 
has to be behind us i n  the eyes of the citizens of this 
province. We need to m ove on to addressing the 
increased service needs of the province. Other Members 
have mentioned the desire of the publ ic to have better 
services in the rural. There is no quest ion that we are 
committed to that. 

.. ( 1 650) 

I ,  as the Min ister responsible,  wi l l  be act ing in that 
d i rection and pursu ing the i ncreased services that the 
rural people want. The people i n  the City of Winnipeg 
can pick up the phone and, for a monthly charge, cal l 
any one of 600,000 people, no long d istance calls, on 
a private l ine. I do not th ink everybody in  the city realizes 
that very few people in the rural have the opportunity 
to a pr ivate l i ne, and they certainly do not have access 
to 600,000 people. 

There are 243 exchanges i n  the Province of Manitoba, 
way too many, that need to be addressed. l t  should 
have been done many years ago but the time is here 
and we have to do it and I intend to act i n  that d i rect ion.  
I know that there is a h igh level of desire out there. I 
hope the desire exists in the city and amongst the 
Mem bers on the other side to support that i nit iative, 
because you cannot have increased services without 
some increased cost. 

M r. S peaker, we are very cogn izant on this side of 
the H ouse of the m u lt icultural nature of this p rovince 
and I am proud to say that I come, l ike the Member 
for Emerson (Mr. Driedger), from a community or 
constituency that is  of mixed descent.  In my area it is 
Anglo-Saxon ,  Ukrainian, French,  Mennonite,  and those 
people blend very wel l  together in terms of making 
Manitoba a strong p lace to l ive, and I am very proud 
to represent them. Over the years, we have b lended 
together in  our th inking and our lifestyles and our desire 
to support our local communities. 

One thing I wou ld  l ike to touch on just b riefly before 
I get into talking about the agricultural area is that 
MTS, at the end of June, introduced a new service 
which wi l l  help the hearing-impaired and the speech
i m p a i red  peo p l e  of  t h i s  prov i n ce .  i t  i s  a 
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telecommunications device whereby a deaf person or 
a hearing-impaired person can cal l  a specially trained 
o perator. That operator, through the use of modern 
technology, can transmit the message to whoever they 
want to send the message to. lt  g ives these people 
with this impairment an opportunity of equal ity and 
independence i n  the province. l t  is an ind icat ion of the 
desire of this G overnment to  act to help everybody to 
have equality of opportunity in the Province of M anitoba. 

The Member for St. Vital ( M r. Rose) mentioned the 
75th anniversary of the 4-H ,  which is a very i m portant 
movement in  the Province of Manitoba. They have been 
with us for 75 years, and I am proud to say that in my 
younger days I was a member of the Calf Club and 
the Tractor Club.  The 4-H movement, operated t h rough 
my department, has many in i t iatives under way across 
the Province of Manitoba th is  year to recogn ize that 
75th anniversary. lt recogn izes not only the members 
of the 4-H movement but recognizes the leaders, and 
our leaders are volunteer people in  the communities. 
I am very amazed at how many certificates of 10, 1 5, 
20 and 25 years I have signed in the last two months 
dealing with 4-H leaders, showing the commitment of 
these people to work with our youth .  

Just  so you k now what 4 - H  m e a n s ,  a n d  I s t i l l  
remember this from m y  youth ,  i t  means Head , H eart, 
Hands and Health and I th ink  the use of head , heart , 
hands and health is a good principle we can incorporate 
withi n  these Chambers too. 

I think it is the weekend after th is next one that the 
4-H program is in  Portage with some major events. I 
plan to be there, and certain ly it wi l l  be a very important 
weekend and I am sure other Members of this H ouse 
will also be there.  lt  will be a good opportun ity to 
reco g n ize t h e  m e m bers a n d  t h e  l e aders  of  t h at 
i mportant movement. 

I n  terms of the position that we are in in  agriculture, 
somebody said to me the other day, he says agriculture 
is usually a safe and comfortable portfol io.  Then he 
went on to say, with the exception of what you are 
facing now. That is exactly true. The department is 
devoting a tremendous amount of resources at th is 
t ime t o  dea l ing  wi th  the  d rought  s i tuat i o n .  M ore 
resources wi l l  have to be put in  that d i rection i n  the 
coming months, there is no question. 

I have driven through various parts of the province 
in the past two or three weeks, and it is encouraging 
to drive north or northwest i n  the province. Crops are 
reasonable and the people in those areas who have 
reasonable crops, even average or sl ightly below
average crops, are going to be very happy because 
the in itial prices of grain have risen. The on-board prices 
of grain have risen. They wi l l  do quite wel l .  But you 
get to the southern part of the province, south of No.  
1 ,  it is an entirely d ifferent p icture. I was down in  the 
Reston country on Saturday. 

An Honourable Member: A fine area. 

Mr. Findlay: l t  was a fine area, but they face a very 
d ifficult challenge in  the future, as do many communities 
down that way and straight south of Winnipeg. You 
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d rive through there a n d  there is not much crop. A lot 
of i t  is three, four, f ive, six i nches high, some headed 
out. Some of it wi l l  never head out. 

An awful lot of i t  has been cut for greenfeed. The 
G reen Feed Program is  obviously working.  A lot of i t  
has been turned under. Obviously some has been 
adjusted by crop insurance and written off and the 
farmers turned it  under. Certainly that is a picture that 
is true al l  across the South.  lt wi l l  have tremend ous 
economic impact. I stopped on the way into Winn ipeg 
here on Monday, and it is a field that I have been 
watching steadi ly over the course of the summer. I have 
stopped three or four t imes because, every t ime you 
d rive by at 60 m i les an hour, it always looks not too 
bad. 1t looks l ike i t  is a crop out there. 

I stopped the other day. l t  has headed out and it is  
r ipening. lt  is no more than s ix  to seven, maybe eight 
inches at the most; it is barley. The heads are just out 
of the sheath with four to six kernels per head . That 
farmer, l i ke many others, has got a d ifficult fall ahead 
of h im.  

We have dealt w i th  a lack of rainfal l ,  for  one th ing ,  
i n  the Province of  Manitoba both last fal l ,  very l itt le 
snow over the winter, very l itt le rain th is spring,  but I 
th ink the most devastating part of the drought has 
been the i ntense heat that we have faced over the 
month of June. 

I know i n  my particular area we had, bel ieve it or 
not, f ive inches of rain in  the early part of M ay, and 
most years you consider that adequate to g ive you a 
reserve to carry your crop. Even that crop that was i n  
t h e  ground a t  that t i m e  has not survived because the 
heat has impacted upon that crop and caused it  to be 
short and th in ,  the heads to be small ,  and I am sure 
it wi l l  fail poorly. 

In some of the area that I know best , some of the 
late crop is probably the best crop.  Some of i t  is fai rly 
tall, fairly th ick.  The potential of yield is there, but the 
heat of th is last week or so without ra in is probably 
going to cause poor f i l l ing and potential ly low yields. 

Another thing that I notice as I d rive through the 
country is the tremendous amount of d i rty crops that 
are out there. lt would  appear that people sprayed their 
crops and, because they are so thin,  the odd shower 
that has come in the past two or three weeks has 
stimulated weed g rowth and the weeds are stick ing 
through the crop.  lt  is very d istressful to see a crop 
of wheat that is one foot and a crop of p igweed that 
is two feet h igh stick ing out the top of the wheat . 

We have probably no way of totally combating the 
d rought the farmers face. The on ly way we can combat 
drought is with good rain .  The l ivestock producers face 
the in itial problems this summer that caused us to bring 
forward a program of g reenfeed to st i m u l ate t h e  
production o f  forage. The Member for Fort Garry (Mr. 
Evans) commented on the things that we had done but 
he d id  not touch on th is one the other day. I would 
remind h im that it is a well-received program out in 
the country. 

As I say, as I d rive through the country, I see a lot 
of feed rol led up. Producers are f inding a way to keep 
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their  l ivestock. I have asked auction mart operators 
whether there is a run on cows and they say no, cows 
are not coming to market, which is very good because 
that means that there is an attempt to keep the basic 
cow herd. I bel ieve the G reen Feed Program has got 
something to do with that, because it is stimulat ing 
production of forage to be taken off of crop land .  I 
th ink the G reen Feed Program also wi l l  keep a l id  on 
forage prices this fal l and,  if it can keep our basic herd 
basically on the farm ,  I th ink we are much better off. 

* ( 1 700) 

The other aspect of it is grain producers who have 
a crop that is not worth harvesting h ave an opportunity 
to  be paid to roll it up into feed and sel l  it wherever 
there is a market, and there certainly is a market. To 
the west of us, a lot of feed is moving into Saskatchewan 
at reasonably good prices. Of course, that money is 
being paid here in the Province of Manitoba. 

To this point in  t ime, we h ave over 400,000 acres 
signed up in the G reen Feed Program. That is as of 
a week ago. So I am certain that we are going to be 
somewhere up in  the 500,000- to 600,000-acre category 
we wanted to be. We hope it  stimulates the production 
of about 600,000 tonnes of feed . With the carryover 
we h ad last year and with the amount of forage that 
is produced from the forage fields this year, we believe 
we wi l l  have in the area of 1 .75 m i l l ion tonnes of feed,  
which should be enough to carry the breeding herd 
through the winter. 

What wi l l  happen this fal l  in terms of calf prices 
remains to be seen because higher price grain usually 
means lower calf prices. l t  h as already meant lower 
f inished animal prices for the farmers in  the province. 

Another th ing we have to be concerned about in  the 
drought is the abi l ity of our small businesspeople in 
our towns to survive. There is no question that farmers' 
attitudes were upbeat as of New Year of 1 988. There 
was an indication that g rain pr ices were going to 
increase a l ittle bit. People put the i nputs into the ground 
this spring with a little bit of optimism. That optimism 
was t urned arou n d  and the mach ine  dealers ,  t h e  
fert i l izer salesmen, t h e  h ardware stores, t h e  clothing 
stores and the owners that I have talked to i n  the last 
two or three weeks indicate that the business level is 
just dropping way way back because farmers are just 
scared of the future. Not only the farmers but the 
employees of those people are scared of the future. 
The potential for l ayoff is very h igh .  

We have already heard the gra in  companies talking 
about the low volume of grain,  that they may have to 
cut back in  the number of employees and some of them 
have d one it a lready or started to do  it .  There wil l  be 
less grain to transport. Therefore, there are less jobs 
in  the transportation area. Certain ly, the i mpact of the 
d rought has gone from the farmer to the smal l  town 
and I am certain it is going to come into the city. l t  
has to come into the city because of  the smaller amount 
of money coming into the province from the export 
sale of grain .  The prediction on export sale is to about 
half of this past year which is a tremendous d rop. 
Granted the p rice is going to be h igher, but not high 
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enough to offset the fact that we are only going to 
export about 1 5  mi l l ion tonnes. 

Just to g ive you a bit of a perspective on the overal l  
magnitude of the d rought, I am going to g ive you some 
figures from the United States as to the predict ion.  
The  area t h at has suffered a l ac k  of  adequate 
precipitation this year extends from Manitoba to the 
Rockies al l  the way down to Oklahoma, Kansas across 
into southern I l l inois and up into Ontario. When I was 
in Ontario two weeks ago to the Ministers of Agriculture 
meeting, they took us on a brief tour out into the country. 
They took us to the Research Station to show us the 
research they are doing,  and they have got some very 
good elaborate facil ities in Ontario, as you well know, 
Member for Fort Garry ( M r. Evans). 

As we d rove through the country, I was appalled to 
see the state of their crops. They certainly have a 
drought down t here too. Their annual crops this spring 
are no better than ours. Their winter crops are a l itt le 
bit better, but the disappointing thing was their corn 
crop.  Their corn crop was not as well advanced as ours 
and they had suffered a frost on June 29, a frost in  
the Province of Ontario on June 29. I ncredible.  As you 
d rove through the country, the corn fields, all the top 
l eaves were yel low. This is prior to the tassel ing stage 
so they do n ot bel ieve it wil l  seriously affect the yield 
but it wi l l  certainly set it back. I guess we do not want 
to be an alarmist, but we have had weather swings out 
here in  western Canada and it is not uncommon to 
see a frost in  the middle of August. If  we ever get a 
frost i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of A u g u st i n  t h e  P rovince of  
Manitoba, we wi l l  have serious problems because t here 
are some reasonable crops of rapeseed coming in  the 
northern part , and we hope that they mature. 

J ust to g ive an idea of what the American situation 
is, they are talking about the corn crop being d own 
26 percent ,  soya bean crop down 13 percent and the 
wheat crop d own around 25 to 30 percent. What that 
has done - because last year in '87 the amount of 
world production of grain was less than consumption 
and certa i n l y  t h i s  year product ion  is l ess t h a n  
consumption, such that t h e  U.S. wheat surplus will have 
been cut by two-thirds in just two crop years and the 
worlds'  grain reserve wi l l  shrink by 27 percent. That 
is a tremendous recovery from the surplus we once 
had .  

I th ink w e  are safe to say that t h e  surplus conditions 
are over, they are past. I think what we have to look 
forward now to is rain this fal l  so that there coul d  be 
some opportunity for bui ld up of moisture reserve. The 
department staff tel l  me the measurements they have 
made on the amount of moisture that is in the soil is 
incredib ly low - incredi bly l ow! - in the crop fields,  
in the forage f ie lds across the province. l t  wi l l  take a 
lot of rain to regenerate that moisture that needs to 
be there for an adequate crop in  1 989. 

Some of the init iatives that we are very interested 
in  act ing on as the G overnment - and we talked about 
it at the Min isters of Agriculture meeting l ast week in 
some depth - crop insurance, the vehicle to protect 
farmers from the k ind of problems we have this year. 
lt is u nfortunate in the P rovince of M anitoba we have 
less than 50 percent of the acres enrol led in crop 
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insurance. There are a n u m ber of reasons for that. 
Some farmers have felt that they could be their own 
insurer. Other farmers felt t hat th is guy is abusing it 
and that guy is abusing it  and he is farming  crop 
insurance and he is gett ing away with i t ,  so I do  not 
want to put my money in  to  support his malp ractice. 
Others say, I just cannot afford it and they decide to 
take the risk on their own shoulders. 

We believe very strongly i n  risk protection. We believe 
in t rying to improve that program by consultat ion with 
producers through their organizations such that we 
coul d  make some changes in  the coming year and years 
to improve the program to the point where it is more 
acceptable to producers. 

The Provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta have 
60 to 70 percent of their acres enrol led. So we have 
to at least get up to them to consider that we have 
done an adequate job. Some of the people woul d  l ike 
to see a h igher level of coverage. Once you raise the 
level of coverage, the potential of abuse becomes 
greater and, i n  order to prevent abuse then, there has 
to be some, I guess, survei l lance of what producers 
are doing and, i f  the producers are going to abuse the 
privilege of crop insurance, maybe there has to be more 
consideration g iven to try and define ways to p revent 
the abuse so that we can have that h igher level of 
coverage. Some farmers want at least a h igh enough 
level of coverage so that their cash costs could be 
covered. l t  is a legit imate request. I th ink i t  is one that 
is  going to have to be looked at very seriously so that 
at least that level is covered . M any people say, if i t  
cannot at  least cover my cash cost, why should I take 
it .  Anybody who does not have it right now probably 
wishes he at least had the l evel of coverage that is 
avai lable. 

Other risk protection avai lable is certain ly Western 
G rain Stabil izat ion,  although crit icized by many in the 
early years, the first 10 years of the operation of that 
plan. l t  has worked quite well i n  the last two or three 
years in terms of putting money in  circulat ion in western 
Canada to offset the low incomes mainly because of 
l ow world price for grain .  At th is point in t ime, we have 
over 87 percent of the farmers enrol led in Western 
G rain Stabi l izat ion,  and I th ink the recent changes in  
the  Act w i l l  stim ulate further enrol lment and obviously 
get it  up over 90 percent.  

lt  is  interesting that last week when we were in  
Toronto, the  eastern provinces, Quebec, Ontario and 
the Maritimes, requested a s imi lar plan for eastern 
Canada. They woul d  l ike a national grain stabi l ization 
program preferably but, i f  they cannot get a national 
one they would l ike at least an eastern grain stabi l ization 
p rogram very simi lar, in  fact identical to what we have 
in western Canada. So it is recognized there it is also 
working well .  

Just to g o  back a little b i t  i n  history. When I was on 
that side of the House and the former M in ister of 
Agriculture from the l nterlake ( M r. Uruski) was on th is 
side of the House, he often chastised the fed eral 
G overnment for allowing eastern producers of grain to 
be covered under the Agricu ltural Stabi l ization Act, 
because he said that was unfair that they did not h ave 
to pay premium through ASA to get coverage. He said 
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they were gett ing a better deal than we were gett ing 
in western Canada .  Lo and b e h o l d ,  the eastern 
producers come forward and say: Hey, we want the 
deal you have i n  western Canada because it i s  better. 
O bviously the ASA was not as good a coverage as the 
former M i nister thought it  was. 

Another area of risk protection that we bel ieve very 
strongly in is tripartite. We have campaigned on it. We 
operated on that pr inciple in terms of crit icism of the 
former M in ister in  this House. I n  this province at this 
t ime, we have hogs u nder the tripartite plan, signed 
about two years ago without any fanfare, voluntarily 
by the former Government. 

* ( 1 7 10 )  

Then  two years ago, we got  i n to  sugar beets after 
a very long and strenuous debate in th is H ouse. I would  
l ike to proudly say that 1 00 percent of  sugar beet 
producers signed up for the tr ipartite stab i l ization plan 
because it is voluntary for the producers. We signed 
u p  for the bean plan j ust after we formed Government 
and bean producers are very p leased with that. l t  g ives 
them an opportunity to have price stabi l izat ion.  N ow 
we are working as hard as we can in the d irection of 
t rying to get the red meat stabi l izat ion plan totally in  
p lace so that al l  the beef producers in  Manitoba can 
operate on a level playing field with their counterparts 
in the other provinces. 

I was very pleased at the M i nisters' of Agriculture 
Conference to have al l  provinces come to a general 
understanding that we should have a 7.5 percent cap 
or l ower on tota l  G over n m e n t  m oney g o i n g  i n t o  
stabi l izat ion.  That means some provinces have to pu l l  
back from programs they have now in order to be able 
to receive the federal contribution i n  tr ipart ite. We are 
talk ing about a rough three-year, preferably three-year, 
but in some cases maybe up to a five-year phase-in 
period . We are talk ing about a panel being set u p  to 
handle disputes between provinces. These details are 
presently being worked out at the Deputy Min ister level .
( lnterject ion)- Yes, the reason for the 7 .5 percent cap, 
I th ink why other provinces felt  that we had to go with 
a cap is  because we are talking about free trade north 
and south. We have to look at trying to get some 
reasonable level of free trade i n  this industry east and 
west in  th is country. I th ink,  as t ime goes by, we wi l l  
have more free trade over on the other side. 

J ust by way of coincidence, when we were i n  the 
cam pai g n ,  t o  the  Leader of the Oppos i t ion  ( M rs .  
Carstairs), although she was speaking against free trade, 
I can assure her that the candidate for her Party who 
was running against me said ,  I also support free trade, 
because h e  k n ew t h at the peop le  out in t h a t  
constituency were strongly in  favour o f  free trade, s o  
he is on side. I hope that some more Members wi l l  
come on side and understand the value of that. 

M r. S peaker, how long do I have? 

Mr. Speaker: You have 10 minutes. 

Mr. Findlay: Certainly we have many chal lenges in  the 
future ahead of us i n  agricu lture, not only the d rought 
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that we have to get by in  terms of gett ing as many 
producers into a position to put a crop in, i n  '89. 

That means that we are going to have a lot of 
producers have some d ifficult problems ahead i n  terms 
of rearrang ing their f inances this coming year. The 
mediation board i n  the province and the Federal Debt 
Review Board are going to see a lot of work. We should 
never lose sight of the fact that this short-term problem 
wi l l  b e  solved i n  some fashion,  and we have to look 
on further into the future. 

I was g lad to hear the Leader of the NDP ( M r. Doer) 
today say he will work with us in  d iversificat ion.  To me, 
that is a very strong principle that we have campaigned 
on aggressively. Diversificat ion to me means reducing 
products at the farm level for which t here is a market 
somewhere in the wor ld ,  either as a food product or 
as an industr ial  product.  There are many examples of 
products that have been produced i n  the last 15 or 20 
years that were not produced 20 or 30 years ago. We 
are i nto corn, sunflowers, potatoes, lenti ls ,  peas, and 
many other special crops. We are into beans more 
recen tly. There is a market for beans around the world .  
There is  a m arket f o r  many th ings a n d  I bel ieve that 
as a G overnment, federally and provincial ly, we need 
to put these challenges in  front of producers to  go out 
and find these markets. Put challenges in  front of people 
who are in the private sector who can find these 
markets .  We need to h ave o u r  market in g  people  
challenged i n  the G overnment to work wi th  them,  to 
open markets up.  

I can assure you,  there are markets elsewhere i n  the 
world .  I have had the good fortune of having delegations 
from China and Japan who have shown a tremendous 
i nterest to d o  business with Manitoba. They want to 
d o  business with us because of the qual ity product we 
produce, particularly i n  the meat product area: turkey, 
chicken, pork. We have a lot of opportunity there. 

But d iversificat ion means more than j ust production. 
l t  means secondary processing i n  the Province of 
Manitoba. We need more CSP p lants l ike we have in 
Altona and H arrowby, M ohawk Gasoho! i n  M innedosa, 
Alfa M i l ls in M innedosa, numerous other processing 
plants that are i n  p lace around the province. A goose 
factory up in Morden, then there is one up north of 
Wi n n i peg t o o ,  Teu l o n  I t h i n k  it i s .  These are t h e  
opportun ities that entrepreneurs can f ind a n d  w e  as 
a G overnment must support them. 

We also believe strongly in  working with our producers 
through their  organizations. These organizations can 
demonstrate or have in the past demonstrated strong 
industry development concepts. They work well in terms 
of br inging their issues to Government. They take their 
i ssues to the researchers. They take their issues at the 
i nternational level and are able to present themselves. 
We have in this province a strong hog market ing board , 
egg marketing board , turkey market ing board , chicken 
marketing board , ai l  who have done exceptionally good 
work i n  developing their i ndustries and the hog board 
probably stands out.  They fought i n  a very aggressive 
battle with the United States on the countervai l .  They 
kept the countervai! d own to 4.5 cents a pound and 
n ow it  is reduced to 2.2 cents a pound .  They fought 
the non-tariff trade barrier issue on chloramphenicol 
very aggressively. 
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Now we bel ieve we need to go one step further. We 
need to have in place an organization that can represent 
the general farm community, and we are prepared to 
introduce legislation for a check off with up-front, opt
out option. I am g lad to hear the Member for Fort Garry 
( M r. Evans) support that principle. The producers of 
th is province have p roven , th rough  the vol u ntary 
organizat ion over the last two or three years, they can 
b e  a good agg ressive organ izat i o n ,  d u l y  e l ected 
responsible people, and they know that they can d o  
a good job.  We wi l l  present that legislation and I know 
we wi l l  have support for i t .  

Another area I would  l ike to just spend a couple of 
m inutes on before my t ime runs out is the agreement 
of trade with the United States. There may be some 
shortfal ls i n  i t .  Nothing is perfect, but in  the agriculture 
area I want the Members opposite to be aware that i t  
is a win-win situat ion.  Our producers in  the agricultural 
area, n o n e  of them h ave come forward ,  not  o n e  
organization has come to me and said ,  " I  don't  want 
any part of that deal " ,  or, " i t 's  going to hurt my 
industry. "  The pork producers are adamant t hat we 
get into that deal. We produce 1 .8 mi l l ion hogs in  th is  
province each year and 1 .8 mi l l ion ,  70 percent of them, 
have to be eaten outside th is province and about half 
of that goes to the United States, half of i t ,  already. 

If we do not have an open border agreement with 
the United States and we allow them to carry on with 
their protectionist attitude and raise the counterva i l ,  
what does that d o  to our hog industry? Just remember 
that we h ave support out there. We have producers 
who can benefit from that open-border att itude. In  the  
beef industry, we have had a considerable amount of  
beef moving back and forth across the border. 

We have exports to the United States that are sizable. 
Last year, i n  1 985 (sic) ,  we had 20,000 tons of beef go 
to the United States. Feeders in  western Canada believe 
that, with an open-border attitude, we can have feeders 
coming into Canada for feeding and then sell the 
f i n i sh e d  p r o d u ct back  t o  t h e  U n i ted  States,  a n d  
preferably after processing .  There are some large 
p rocessing plants going ,  unfortunately i n  Alberta, but 
the market for those p lants is south into the northeast
northwestern part of the Un i ted States. 

T h e  C a n a d i a n  W heat Board  a n d  o u r  s u p p l y  
management  boards a r e  a l l  p rotected u n d e r  t h i s  
agreement. They are in  what is called "safe harbour" 
and i n  the canola area, probably the best success story 
we have got.  

We have i n  th is country produced a crop that over 
the years, through breeding and research,  we have 
taken out the g lucosidalates, we have taken out the 
arusic (phonetic) acid ,  and the research work has 
worked wel l ,  produced a product that the consumer 
wants. lt is  be ing so ld  i n  the United States by Proctor 
and Gamble under the Puritan labeL 

Correct me if  I am wrong, the Member for Fort Garry 
( M r. Evans), I bel ieve it was in 1 987 it was g iven the 
award of Health Food of the Year, and the sales of 
canola o i l  i n  the Unite� States are un l imited because 
of that. i t  has achieved that k ind  of status. About a 
year before that, it was g iven what was called g rass 
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status, generally regarded as safe by the Food and 
Drug Directorate in the U nited States. lt  is accepted 
in the market d own there. 

Al l  of our canola production in  western Canada that 
went to the United States is on ly 2 percent of their 
vegetable oi l  consumption d own there, but st i l l  i t  is a 
market for us. We have a product that has qual ity behind 
it .  We have the grading standards to guarantee that 
qual ity, and the market is d own there. 

Why al low the U nited States to put in  protect ionist 
trade policies? Let us keep the border open. This 
agreement is  one way of achieving that. Right now the 
tariff on canola oi l  is about 7 .5 percent,  or about $45 
a tonne. You take that tariff off, we have better access 
to that market, and it  is  a quality product. 

The Egg Board has ind icated to me some degree of 
concern about the Free Trade Agreement. They are 
concerned about being identified as a publ ic entity, 
which wil l have some bearing on whether they can carry 
on with their present surplus removal program into the 
United States. There is  a legal d ispute as to whether 
they wi l l  be called a publ ic ent ity. The American lawyers 
say it  is, Canadian lawyers say i t  is not,  and that d ispute 
has not been resolved. 

At the M i nisters of Agriculture meet ing last week I 
raised it ,  and the powers to be are giving it what they 
called aggressive attent ion.  But it is a legal d ispute 
and unfortunately publ ic entity has not been defined . 
The egg people believe that they are going to win in  
that argument, and  that is  good. 

The chicken people have some concern in  M anitoba 
about whether the g lobal q uota of some 7.5 percent 
that cannot come into this country, which has been 
going on for some period of time, might all come i nto 
Manitoba. I have been assured by the Department of 
Agriculture federally that if and when l icences are 
applied for, for bringing chicken i nto th is country, they 
wil l  not all come into one province or one region of 
the country, that it wi l l  be spread across the country, 
so that concern has been set aside. 

* ( 1 720) 

The milk people had some concern about certain 
products not being on the i mport control l ist . Those 
products have been added to the import control l ist.  
So there are ways and means, negotiat ion to work out 
the i rritants that exist i n  that deal with regard to 
agriculture. 

I assure you ,  as I said earl ier, i t  is a win-win situation 
for agricultural producers i n  western Canada. Our 
market is obviously south of us. That is where the big 
population is, 250 mi l l ion people. We have had problems 
serving the eastern Canadian market because it is so 
far away and transportat ion pol icies have not been i n  
o u r  favour. 

But the north-south agreement that we are talk ing 
about here is something that I th ink western Canada 
can benefit from tremendously i n  the future. We all 
believe in  an open border pol icy, I am sure. We all 
believe in  more trade. We a l l  bel ieve in  improving our 
economy. We al l  believe in  al lowing producers of this 
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country t o  have the lowest possible operat ing costs, 
and I bel ieve this deal will allow that to happe n .  

lt  is indeed a p leasure to b e  in  t h i s  H ouse w i t h  you 
there in the honourable Chair, and I thank you lor the 
opportunity to speak here. I wish everybody well i n the 
coming Session and if  we can work in a reasonably 
c o op e rat i ve sense ,  I t h i n k  we w o u l d  b e  good 
Government for  the Province of Manitoba. Thank you. 

Mr. Neil Gaudry (St. Boniface): Monsieur le president, 
permettez-moi de vous feliciter vivement de  votre 
nomination au poste de President de I 'AssembiE3e 
legislative. J 'appuie ardemment cette nomination et je 
s u i s  c o n f i a n t  q u e  vous sau rez vous  acq u i tter  
honorablement de vos fonctions qui ,  nous le savons. 
sont t res exigeantes. Votre sens d u  devoir et votre 
aplomb sont des atouts que vous ferez jouer pour le 
meil leur fonct ionnement de cette Legislature. 

En tant que representant elu de la circonscription 
de Saint-Boniface, je suis d 'autant plus heureux que 
ce soit un  membre de la minorite l inguistique officiel le 
qu i  occupe ce poste prestigieux. Depuis la decision de 
la  Cour Supreme le 13 decembre, 1 979, qu i  retabl i ssait 
l ' eg a l i te  des l a n g u e s  a n g la ise et f ranca ise a l a  
Legislature d u  Manitoba e t  devant les tr ibunaux, i l  est 
pr imordial que nous, les membres francophones de 
n otre Assembles, puissions parler francais. Et ce, sans 
preavis. 

C 'est pourquoi,  M .  le president, je t iens a vous d i re 
que j 'exercerai pleinement mon d roit de privi lege et 
q u e  je part i c i pera i  act i vement  aux per iodes  des 
q uestions activement a ins i  qu 'aux debats en parlant 
franais. C 'est ainsi qu 'avec les services d ' interpretation 
prov inc iaux  e n  p e r m a n ence,  n o u s  a u r o n s  u n e  
Legislature veritablement b i l ingue e t  n o n  seulement e n  
apparence, e t  q u e  justice sera faite. Nous devons avant 
tout considerer les mult ip les et bons effets que la 
reconnaissance officiel le du fait b i l ingue en hauts l ieux 
peuvent avoir  sur la  population en general et sur les 
Francophones dans chacune de nos circonscriptions 
en part icul ier. 

M. le p resident, tout ceci mene a parler de ma propre 
circonscription qui m 'est chere et que je tiens a coeur, 
Saint-Boniface, situe au confluent de la riviere Rouge 
et de la riviere Assin iboine, a l ' endroit meme ou le 
grand et celebre explorateu r  Sieur de la Veren drye a 
pose pied a terre, Saint-Boniface, premiere colonie 
francaise dans l 'ouest et berceau de la civi l isation dans 
ce vaste territoire occupe depuis des mi l lenaires par 
les peuples autochtones. Saint-Boniface, petite colonie 
ou les  peu p l es f ranca is  et metis c o h a b i t a i e n t  
paisiblement avec leurs amis autochtones e t  voyaient 
au defrichement progressif  des terres. Saint-Boniface, 
avec ses vi l les soeurs, Saint-Norbert et le Fort-Garry, 
a vu la  naissance et l ' essor d ' une grande vi l le qu i  est 
devenue Winn ipeg aujourd 'hu i .  Saint-Boniface, depuis 
sa fondation,  le bast ion u rbain de la langue franc;:aise 
au Man itoba, et qui a su retenir  cette identite l inguistique 
et culturelle tout au long de son histoire. Saint-Boniface, 
qu i  a su l ivrer a sa population les tres nobles institutions 
clericales et rel ig ieuses qui ont oeuvre ensemble a la  
survie d 'un peuple peu a peu rendu minoritaire sur son 
propre territoire. C'est ce Saint-Boniface historique que 
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j 'evoque aujourd 'hu i  devant cette noble Assemblee de 
representants elus venant des quatres coins de notre 
cher Manitoba. Saint-Boniface, colonie franc;:aise qu i  
a heberge son ardent defenseur, Louis A ie l ,  ce f i ls issu 
d e  ces peuples fondateurs, le Pere du Manitoba, a qu i  
nous d evons tout  l e  respect et dont  la  m e m o i re 
demeurera a tout jamais gravee dans notre ame. M .  
le  p resident, c e  Saint-Boniface a grandi e t  s e  trouve 
aujourd' hui  au plein coeur de la vi l le cl5smopolite de 
Win nipeg . Ce changement gradual a f ini  par changer 
le  visage de ce petit centre urbain.  Sa population s 'est 
agrandie sensiblement et nous avons vu venir  s ' installer 
aupres de nous des membres de tous les groupes 
ethn iques de  la plus grande vi l la. Nous apprenons a 
cohabiter et devenons ensemble une plus grande famil le 
avec plus de d iversite. Nos institutions ont du  s 'ajuster 
a cette nouvel le realite, mais cela ne s'est pas fait sans 
pertes .  P lus ieurs  d 'e n t re e l l es o n t  s u b i  d e s  
transformations fondamentales e t  i l  y eu perte de 
services en franc;:ais dans un  grand nombre de  cas. 
J 'adresserai cette question plus lo in .  Saint-Boniface 
reste neanmoins une vi l le dynamique. Les citoyens et 
c itoye nnes d u  vieux Sa in t -Bon iface s ' efforcent a 
sauvegarder l e  cachet part icu l ie r  d e  ce pet i t  i lot  
francophone et a revitaliser ses i nstitutions. Sa paroisse 
t o u j o u rs franc;:aise c o n t i n u e  a j o u e r  u n  ro le  d e  
rassem blement  d e  l a  m ajor i te d e  ses c i toye n s  e t  
citoyennes. Les ecoles elementaires e t  secondaires d u  
quartier d ispensent u n  enseignement en franc;:ais. Le 
College de Saint-Boniface evolue et mult ipl ie d 'annee 
en annee, les cours qu ' i l  offre aux jeunes g radues de 
nos ecoles et celles des autres vil les et vi l lages d u  
patrimoine fram;:ais. L a  aussi , n o u s  devons vei l ler a 
assurer une croissance energique afin de permettre a 
p lus de jeunes Franco-M anitobains de poursuivre leurs 
etudes p ost-secon d a i res en franc;:ais ic i -mE!me au 
M anitoba. Nous avons u n  centre culture! qu i  contribue 
a la  qual ite de la vie en franc;:ais. Nous avons egalement 
u n  bon nombre de centres d 'acceui l  pour nos personnes 
agees a qui nous devons tout pour toutes les annees 
de services rendus a la communaute. 

Enfi n ,  n 'oublions pas les commerc;:ants du q uartier 
q u i  demontrent  l e u r  conf iance dans  l ' aven i r  e n  y 
i nvest issant davantage auj o u rd ' h u i .  N o u s  devons 
soutenir leurs efforts et les encourager. 1 1  demeure notre 
defi de trouver un  plus grand equi l ibre dans n otre 
communaute afin que tous ces elements puissant s'y 
i ntegrer et travail ler en harmonia. 

M. le  president, je voudrais maintenant faire mes 
commentaires sur le Discours d u  Trone. 

M. l e  president, en tant que Francophone, je fus 
enormement dl!c;:u qu ' i l  n'y pas eu la  moindre mention 
pour ! 'extension des services en franc;:ais. 

In the Throne Speech,  no pr ior ities were establ ished , 
M an itoba is experiencing an aging population and there 
continues to be a need for senior housing .  In St.  
Boniface at one of our senior h omes, we have a wait ing 
l ist of 600. M r. Speaker, this G overnment should also 
b e  c o n cerned  a b o u t  s e n i o r  t ransportat i o n .  T h i s  
G overnment should b e  committed to protecting and 
promoting the rights of our senior cit izens and be more 
sensitive to the financial issues facing th is group.  

M r. Speaker, a thank you to the Honourable M i nister 
of Charleswood ( M r. Ernst), his Deputy Min ister, for the 
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briefing offered me o n  Business Development and 
Tou rism , and thank you to al l  the other H onourable 
M in isters for their briefings on various departments. l t  
is regrettable that there were not m ore specifics for  
tourism spelled out i n  the Throne Speech.  The four 
l ines in  the Throne Speech ind icating the consolidation 
of departments was not very encouraging for the third 
largest industry i n  our province. 

M. le  p resident ,  je t iens  a remercier tous mes 
concitoyens et  concitoyennes de ma c i rconscription de 
m'avoir fait confiance. I pledge myself  to serving al l  
the people of my constituency with honesty and integrity. 
I want to l isten to the people before making major 
decisions that impact upon their l ives. M r. Speaker, I 
would also l ike to take this opportunity to congratu late 
a l l  the other 56 Members who were elected to th is  
Legislature. 

M. le president, je tiens a remercier et feliciter mon 
predecesseur, M .  Laurent Desjardins pour le nomb re 
d 'annees qu' i l  a si bien servi la circonscription de Saint
Boniface. 

M. le president, notre honorable chef de ! 'opposit ion ,  
M adame Carstairs, est  une femme ouverte et  malgre 
tous les honneurs qui lui echoient, elle n 'a jamais perdu 
une once de sa bel le simpl icite. Nul ne peut ignorer a 
q u e l  p o i n t  cette fem m e  genereuse d o n n e  de sa  
personne. La  polit ique demande lucidite et  courage, 
! 'engagement, un grand esprit de service, de solidarite 
et de fraternite. Sa ponderation et son sens aigu des 
realites seront certainement un atout pour nous tous. 
El le est un de ces gens solides et d roits avec lesquels 
on sait ou on va et sur lesquels ont peut compter. 

Permettez-moi en terminant, M. le president, de 
soulever une question de toute importance qui m e  
preoccupe e t  pour laquelle je m'engage a travail ler avec 
tous  les  m e m b res ic i  asse m bles a f i n  de t rouver  
ensemble desasolutions concretes et pratiques. 

* ( 1 730) 

M. le president, vous devinez que cette grande 
preoccupation concerne ! 'expansion des services en 
franc;:ais dans la Vil le  de Winnipeg, comprenant Saint
Boniface, Saint-Norbert, Fort-Garry et les autre districts 
ou habitent mes concitoyens et concitoyennes de langue 
franc;:aise. 1 1  est essential ,  M .  le  president, l a  justice 
l 'exige, que cette langue soit retabl ie dans son role 
d'une des deux langues officiel les de la  province. Je 
dis b ien que deux langues officiel les veut d i re deux 
langues {!gales. Cela ne se fait pas du jour au lendemain 
bien entendu,  mais i l  faut reconnaitre que c'est un 
objectif a atteindre et la Legislature doit se mettre en 
route. Ce sont apres tout les evenements d e  1 890 qu i  
ont ete la  cause de notre decroissance. S i  1 890 n 'eut  
ete, l a  grande majorite des Manitobains parleraient 
aujourd 'hu i  nos deux langues officiel les et en  seraient 
d ' autant plus enrichis. Et puis, i l  est mE!me possible de 
croire que si l a  langue franc;:aise n ' avait pas ete brimee 
en 1 890 les deux provinces voisines, l a  Saskatchewan 
et ! 'A lberta crees en 1 905, auraient el les aussi ete 
b i l ingues. Nous devons restaurer, ici au M anitoba, les 
droits fondamentaux du peuple francophone qui est 
demeure patient tout au long des annees et qu i  a vecu 
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depuis pres d 'un siecle dans l 'espoir qu 'un  jour des 
hommes et des fem mes eclaires sauraient lui rendre 
justice. M .  le president, en terminant, je voudrais feliciter 
mon collegue, Mark Minenko, pour avoir  ete elu vice
p resident et puis feliciter les pages a la Legislature. 
Merci beaucoup.  

(Translation) 

M r. Speaker, allow me to heart i ly congratulate you 
on your appointment as S peaker of the Legislative 
Assembly. I strongly support this appointment and I 
am confident that you wi l l  carry out your demanding 
d ut ies h o n o u r a bl y. You r  sense o f  d uty  and y o u r  
composure are assets which you w i l l  u s e  to ensure that 
this Legislature operates as effectively as possible. As 
the elected representative of the constituency of St. 
Boniface, I am all the happier that a member of the 
official l inguistic minority holds this prestigious office. 
S ince the decision of the Supreme Court on December 
13, 1 979 re-establ ished the equality of Engl ish and 
French at the Manitoba Legislature and before the 
courts, it  is essential that we as francophone Members 
of this Legislature be able to speak in  French, and that 
we be able to do so without notice. lt is for th is reason, 
M r. Speaker, that I would l ike to tel l  you that I i ntend 
to f u l l y  exerc ise my r i g h t  a n d  t h a t  I w i l l  act ive ly 
participate i n  Question Period,  as wel l  as in  the debates, 
by speak i n g  Frenc h .  T h u s ,  w i th  t h e  prov i n c e ' s  
interpretation services establ ished on a permanent 
basis, we wil l  have a Legislature which is truly bi l ingual ,  
not only in  appearance, and justice wi l l  be done. We 
must, above al l ,  consider the many positive effects that 
the official recognit ion of b i l ingual ism at high levels can 
have on the population in  general and on Francophones 
in each of the constituencies in particular. 

M r. Speaker, al l  of th is leads me to speak of my own 
constituency which is very dear to me and which I hold 
close to my heart. St. Boniface, which is  located at the 
junction of the Red and Assin i boine Rivers, is the very 
place at which the famous explorer, La Verendrye, set 
foot. St. Boniface was the first French settlement in  
the  West and is the  cradle of civi l ization i n  th is  territory 
which has been inhabited for thousands of years by 
the Native peoples. St.  Boniface was a small  settlement 
where French and Metis peoples coexisted peaceful ly 
with their Native friends and worked to progressively 
clear t h e  l a n d .  St .  B o n iface,  a long wi th  its s ister 
communit ies, St.  Norbert and Fort Garry, witnessed the 
b i rth and growth of a large city which today we know 
as Winn ipeg. Since its foundation, St. Boniface has 
been the urban bast ion of the French language in 
Manitoba and has retained its l inguist ic and cultural 
identity throughout its history. St. Boniface developed 
for its population the very honourable clerical and 
rel igious institutions which worked together to ensure 
the survival of the people which gradually became a 
m inority in its own territory. lt is h istorical St. Boniface 
which I am evoking today, before the honourable 
Assembly of representatives from the four corners of 
our province. St. Boniface, the French settlement, was 
the home of its most ardent defender, Louis Riel, this 
son of the founding peoples, the father of Manitoba, 
to whom we owe the greatest respect , and whom we 
wi l l  always remember. 
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M r. Speaker, St. Boniface has g rown and now l ies 
in the cosmopol itan city of Winn ipeg. This g radual 
change altered the face of this small  urban centre. Its 
population has grown considerably and we have seen 
members of ethnic groups come and settle among us. 
We are learning to l ive together and are becoming a 
larger more d iversified family. Our i nstitutions have had 
to adapt to this new reality. But this has not occurred 
without some loss. A number of them have experienced 
fundamental transformations, and there has been a 
loss of French language services in many cases. I wi l l  
c o m e  b ac k  t o  t h i s  q uest i o n  later. St. B o n iface,  
nevertheless, remains a dynamic city. 

The citizens of old St. Boniface are making every 
effort to retain  the appeal of this small francophone 
islet, and to revital ize its institutions. Its st i l l  French 
parishes continue to play a role of bringing together 
t h e  major i ty  o f  its c i t izens .  The e lementary a n d  
secondary schools o f  t h e  area provide French language 
instruction and Le Col lege de St-Boniface is evolving 
and i ncreasing from year to year the courses that it 
offers to the young graduates of our schools and those 
of other cities and towns having a French heritage. 
Here also, we have to ensure energetic growth in  order 
to al low more Franco-Manitobans to pursue their post
secondary studies in  French here in  Manitoba. We have 
a cultural centre that contributes to the qual ity of l i fe 
in French . We also have a good number of homes for 
senior citizens to whom we owe so much for all the 
years of service they have rendered to the community. 
Let us not forget the businesspeople of the area who 
show their confidence in  the future by investing further 
in  that area today. We must maintain and assist their 
efforts and encourage them. lt  remains a challenge for 
us to achieve a greater equi l ibrium i n  our community, 
in order that all these elements may become integrated 
into it and work together in  harmony. 

M r. Speaker, I w o u l d  now l i k e  to m a k e  s o m e  
comments on t h e  Speech from t h e  Throne. Mr. Speaker, 
as a Francophone, I was extremely d isappointed that 
there was not the sl ightest mention in  regard to the 
extension of French language services i n  the Throne 
Speech.  N o  priorities were establ ished. 

Manitoba is experiencing an aging population and 
there continues to be a need for senior housing.  I n  St .  
Boniface, at one of our senior homes, we have a wait ing 
l ist of 600. 

M r. S peaker, t h i s  G over n m en t  s h o u l d  a lso  be 
concerned about  sen iors '  t ransportat i o n .  T h i s  
Government should b e  committed to protecting and 
promoting the rights of our senior cit izens and be more 
sensitive to the financial issues facing this group. 

A t h a n k  you t o  the H on o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for  
Charleswood (Mr. Ernst), h is Deputy Min ister, for the 
briefing offered me on Business Development and 
Tourism. A thank you to all the other Honourable 
Min isters for their briefings on various departments. 

l t is  regrettable that there were not more specifics 
for tourism spelled out i n  the Throne Speech.  The four 
l ines i n  the Throne Speech ind icating the consol idation 
of departments was not very encouraging for the th ird
largest industry in  our province. 
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M r. Speaker, I woul d  like to thank al l  the citizens of 
my constituency for their confidence in me. I pledge 
myself to serving  al l  of the people of my constituency 
with honesty and integrity. I want to l isten to the people 
before making major decisions that i mpact upon their 
l ives. I would  also l ike to take th is opportunity to 
congratulate the other 56 Members who were elected 
to th is  Legislature. 

I would l ike to thank and also congratulate my 
p redecessor, M r. Larry Desjardins,  for the n u m ber of 
years that he served his constituency of St. Boniface 
so wel l .  

Our H onourable Leader of the Opposit ion,  Mrs. 
Carstairs, is  a very open person and , i n  spite of al l  the 
honours which she has received , she has never lost 
her fine simplicity. Nobody can be unaware of the degree 
to which this generous woman gives of herself. Pol itical 
l ife requ i res lucidity and courage, commitment and a 
g reat spirit of service, sol idarity and fraternity. These 
were certainly an asset for all of us. She is one of those 
people who are sol id and upright and with whom you 
k n ow where you are going and upon whom you can 
count. 

A l low me in  closing to bring u p  a q uest ion of great 
i mportance that concerns me and in regard to which 
I commit myself to working with the Members here 
assembled i n  order that we may f ind concrete and 
pract ica l  s o l u t i o n s  together. M r. S peake r, you 
undoubtedly realize that th is g reat concern of mine 
involves the expansion of French language services in 
Winn ipeg,  including St. Boniface, St.  Norbert, Fort 
Garry, and the other d istricts where my fel low French
speaking citizens l ive. lt is  essential, and justice requires 
i t ,  that this language be re-establ ished in its role as 
one of the two official languages of the province. And 
I am saying  that two official languages means two equal 
languages. This of course cannot occur overnight .  But 
we m ust recognize that it  is  an objective to achieve 
and the Legislature must get going on the matter. l t  
was,  after all ,  the events of 1 890 that were the cause 
of our decline.  I f  the events of 1 890 had not occurred , 
the great m ajority of M an itobans would speak both of 
our  official languages today, and woul d  only be the 
richer for it .  l t  is  even possible to believe that, i f  the 
French language had not been suppressed i n  1 890, 
our two neighbour ing provinces, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta, upon their creat ion i n  1 905, would  also have 
been bi l ingual .  We must restore, here in Manitoba, the 
fundamental r ights of the francophone people, who have 
remained patient throughout long years and who have 
for almost a century l ived in the hope that, someday, 
enl ightened men and women would render them justice. 

M r. S peaker, to close, I would like to congratulate 
my colleague, Mark M inenko, for having been elected 
to the position  of Deputy S peaker, and I would l ike to 
congratulate the Pages at the Legislature also. Thank 
you very much.  

Hon. C h ar lotte Oleson ( M i n ister of  C o m m u n i t y  
Services) :  M r. Speaker, thank you for t h e  privilege, 
the honour and the opportun ity of speaking  in  th is 
Assembly th is afternoon, and to speak i n  support of 
the Government's programs as set out in  last Thursday's 
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Throne Speech . I have been the Member for Gladstone 
since 1 98 1  and I am particularly honoured to speak 
for my constituents the first t ime from the Government 
side of the House, and to represent al l  the i nterests 
of Manitoba in the areas of my Cabinet responsib i l ities. 

I wish to congratulate you ,  M r. Speaker, on attain ing 
your office and I wish you a long and successfu l and 
happy career in  that  office. I am sure you wi l l  d ischarge 
your duties with humi l ity and excellence and I look 
forward to you being in  that Chair for a long time. 

I would also l i ke to congratulate al l  the Members of 
the H ouse, all chosen by the people of Manitoba to 
carry out the business and the responsibi l i t ies with 
regard to the business of M anitoba, and al l  the wishes 
of the people with regard to legislation for this province. 
All of us n ewcomers and veterans are sharing in  the 
excitement and the apprehension of a new Session and 
the excitement for some of you being in here the first 
time and, of course, for some of us to be for the f irst 
t ime on this side of the H ouse. 

I am sure we al l  bring to this Assembly a sincere 
desire to serve the people of Manitoba and to do that 
faithful ly and with excel lence to the best of our abi l ity. 
We are al l  sent here by constituents who placed a great 
deal of trust in us and we should never forget that. 
They trust us  to enact laws that affect their daily l ives, 
their wel l-being,  well into the future. I do not th ink we 
should misplace that trust. 

I look forward to a challenging and interesting Session 
and we must all , as I say, accept that trust, that job,  
with humi l ity as wel l  as pride because the future and 
the wel l-being of many people l ies i n  our  hands. 

Before addressing  the subject of the departments 
for which I am responsible,  I would like to say a few 
words to the  const i tuents  of the  const i tuency of  
Gladstone. I am proud to represent the constituency 
of Gladstone, which I have done since 1 98 1 ,  and I thank 
those constituents for return ing me once more to th is 
Assembly to look after their needs as their Member. 

I would l ike to thank a l l  the people who worked so 
hard for me in the elect ion,  people who encouraged 
me some days when , as anyone knows who is running 
i n  an election, th ings d o  not always go swimmingly and 
we al l  need encouragement from t ime to t ime, and I 
thank those people who provided me with that kind of 
encouragement and I thank them for voting for me on 
the 26th of Apri l .  

* ( 1 740) 

I am truly appreciative of the efforts of those people 
and the trust they have placed in  me, and I shall promise 
to represent them to the best of my abi l ity. 

The constituency of Gladstone, which maybe for some 
of the newcomers to the House, falls p retty wel l  in  the 
centre of southern Manitoba. l t  is bounded on the south 
end approximately by No. 2 Highway, crosses to No.  
1 H ighway and then in  the north to No .  1 6  H ighway, 
so I h ave t h ree m aj o r  h i g hways cross i n g  m y  
constituency. lt  goes north t o  Langruth and Plumas, 
so I have a wide variety of farm areas and small  vi l lages 
and larger towns that fall within my constituency. I have 
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a wide variety of farm land from l ight sandy to rocky 
to very, very rich farm land in many parts of the area, 
so I have a great cross-section.  

The Member for Ste. Rose ( M r. Cummings) mentioned 
yesterday in his address that he had such d iversity in  
h is  and some cattle country, some gra in  country, and 
I have a s i m i l a r  const i t u e ncy. I h ave,  a long the 
northeastern edge, a great many fishermen, commercial 
f ishermen who make a g reat deal  of the i r  l i vi n g ,  
particularly in  t h e  winter t ime, in  commercial fishing.  
I have a g reat many constituency items, shal l  we say, 
which come to my attention and which have come to 
my attention over the years, so there is n o  reason to 
feel b ored . As the Member for G ladstone, t here is 
always something new and excit ing and interesting to 
take care of. 

My constituency, l ike so many others i n  Manitoba 
and i n  western Canada, has not been ignored by the 
ravages of drought We have been feel ing this in  my 
constituency as well as in  many others. 

I was talking, for instance, at Langruth a! a 4-H 
gathering on the 2nd of July where they were celebrating 
the 4-H anniversary, not only their own years as a 4-
H club but the 75 years of the 4-H Clubs of Manitoba. 

I was talking to some people at that gathering who 
told me that they had not had a d rop of rain since the 
4th of May. Now that was, as I say, on the 2nd of Ju ly. 
So you can imagine the type of crop condit ions that 
are prevail ing there. I have not heard of them having 
any significant ra in since then and,  if  they have, it wi l l  
perhaps help their  pasture land but it wi l l  not help their 
crops. 

Even during the election in  late April - in the middle 
of Apri l ,  I guess it would  be - i n  travel l ing around the 
constituency, there was evidence then of problems 
because of the lack of winter snow. There were areas 
aroun d  the vicinity north of P lumas where people told 
me i n  that area they had never seen land blowing the 
way it was. That was happening before we even had 
the situation that has come i n  the last few weeks and 
months with lack of rain .  

Al l  these things tend to bu i ld  u p  after some of these 
areas have suffered for many years, several years, from 
one type of weather problem or another, and it does 
not do any good to the temperaments of farmers to 
be putting u p  with this sort of th ing year after year. 
There is the odd pocket in the constituency which has 
had some rain and the crops are maybe not too bad , 
b u t  for  t h e  most  part ,  t h e  o n l y  crops  t h at h ave 
responded to late rains were late seeded crops and 
the rest are in pretty bad shape. 

As I say, this has fol lowed years of successive 
problems of one type of weather condition or another 
and, combined with the low grain prices, there are going 
to be some pretty d ifficult situations faced by many of 
the farmers in  my constituency. Of course, when the 
farm community suffers, what fol lows is the business 
communities that are within the farm community also 
find it d i fficult because there is such a definite and 
close tie between the economy of a small  town and 
the economy of its surrounding farm area. 
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Two or three items that I th ink are very, very vital 
to the future of a constituency such as mine, and 1 
th ink probably most of the rural Members would say 
the same thing,  two things are conservation and water 
supply and I guess they could be sort of tied together 
in so many ways. The other thing that is desperately 
needed in some of the farm communities, and 1 can 
probably say al l  of the farm communities, is some form 
of d iversification so people can make a living and sti l l  
remain in  farm communities. 

These are al l  subjects which have interested me and 
concerned me in the years I have been a Member, and 
there is more promise now of them being dealt with .  
The Throne Speech,  I was very encouraged to hear, 
included those three topics which I have mentioned 
and there wil l  be th ings done. I am del ighted that these 
were included in the Throne Speech as one of the 
thrusts of this Government, and I wi l l  work to see that 
those things come to pass because we do need in  the 
farm communities some programs for conservation. We 
cannot stop the wind from blowing but there may be 
some way we can stop al l  the farms from changing 
hands every spring and some of this erosion that is 
taking place, done by the wind .  

We h ave water p rob lems .  S o m e  of  t h e  smal l  
communit ies have to ld  me at  d i fferent times of  the 
problems they have. One particular community has to 
pipe water for eight mi les from a wel l  for its small 
community. They l ive along a river, there is water there, 
a n d  at t imes  they  are so f looded  t h at t h ey are 
complaining there is too much water, but at  other times 
the river is not suitable for dr inking d irectly from the 
river so they have to pipe water from a considerable 
d istance. Al l  these things are of concern to communities 
in  our province and are things that we will need to take 
a look at in the future. 

I would l ike to speak in support of our Government 's  
program for this year in  respect to my own ministerial 
respons ib i l i t ies,  Commun ity Services, Emp loyment 
Services and Economic Security, and the Status of  
Women. As a new Minister, I have met with many, many 
ind ividuals and groups since taking office. 1t was not 
long after I was sworn in  and I was i n  the office that 
- in fact, immediately I was sworn in and took office 
- the phone started to ring and the letters started to 
come from d ifferent groups who wanted to meet with 
me to d iscuss their problems, to tell me what their 
groups were al l  about, what they did, what purpose 
they had .  I had been meeting with many of those groups, 
as many as could be scheduled of course in  the short 
t ime. I know some of them have been unhappy that 
they could not be scheduled, but it is an impossibi l ity 
to fit everyone i n  at once. I have really appreciated the 
opportunity to meet with these ind ividuals and these 
groups and hear their concerns. lt  gives me, as a 
Min ister, a much better view of what they do and why 
they are doing it  when I can sit down in  my office and 
talk to them or go to their p lace of business or operation 
and talk to them. You can read a lot of briefing notes, 
you can read letters but, i f  you talk to people and have 
a good exchange and find out what it is they are thinking 
on subjects, then it  is vitally important. 

This is a t ime of rapid social change and everyone 
i s  l o o k i n g  for  answers.  Those answers are  not 
immediately avai lable. 
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I thank all of the people who have come to my office 
who have been very frank with me, who have told me 
their problems and asked me of course to do something 
i m mediately, but have understood when I have said 
that I could not give them the Budget information,  for 
i nstance, or I could not g ive them exactly the answer 
t hey wanted that m inute because that is impossible. 

We as a Government, al l  of the Members of th is 
G overnment, i ntend to take an equally open-door policy 
and an open-stance l istening-ear approach to people 
in this province to hear what they would l ike to tell us 
and how they feel the business of their province should 
be run.  We need to provide for our people equitable 
social services, i m proved social services and we have 
to go about it  in a very well planned and well-thought
out way so that we d o  not make some of the mistakes 
that have been made in the past. 

* ( 1 750) 

M any of the problems of course that have been 
brought to my office concern funding.  I have not been 
able to tel l  people till after the Budget is tabled what 
sort of funding will be available to them. That has been 
a frustrat ing th ing for many of the groups in the 
organizations. Because of the defeated Budget, many 
of t hem are operat ing i n  a very d ifficult situation and 
we recogn ize that. They have had to operate as if  they 
were operat ing on the '87 -88 Budget because there is 
not tabled a new Budget. This has made it difficult, I 
recognize that fact, but it has been a fact that we have 
al l  had to l ive with. I commend many of those agencies 
for having l ived with this and dealt with i t  and done it 
i n  a very responsib le way because they do understand 
that of course we could not put in  a Budget the day 
after we were installed in office. 

O u r  G overnment  in tends to deal  p r o m pt ly  and 
effectively w i th  the financial resource problems it has 
i nherited. An election commitment by our Government 
was to save d o l lars  and i nc rease eff ic iency by 
e l i m inat ing  waste and d u p l icat i o n .  We began t h i s  
p rocess a t  home, i f  you wi l l ,  b y  reducing t h e  number 
of Cabinet M inisters and n ow combining appropriate 
departments and departmenta l  areas. L ike  other  
Ministers, I w i l l  be conducting reviews of the department 
for which I am responsible. By that I mean working 
cooperat ively with the staff to  i m prove operat i n g  
methods a n d  financial accountabi l ity. 

Effective management, open consultation and an 
i nnovative approach to new solutions are to be the 
watchwords in  our departmental reviews. We wil l  review 
and we wi l l  evaluate areas and specific programs. We 
are committed as a Party to achieve cost effectiveness 
and to ensure that programs are not redundant. There 
has been some criticism by the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mrs. Carstairs) about review, and others. I would doubt 
that the Leader of the Opposit ion,  and I would hope 
t hat none of her Members, would hurl themselves 
headlong into a department, change th ings wi l ly-ni l ly  
without find ing out the best path on which to tread . I 
would give them more credit than they would do that. 

You have to f ind out what the problems are before 
you can m a k e  c h a n g es .  We can sense what  t h e  
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problems are but some review and study of those 
problems wi l l  indicate to us where we need to go. I 
th ink some of the problems in my department could 
have easily been avoided if there had been a bit more 
review and a bit less headlong hurl ing into programs 
before t here was e n o u g h  p l a n n i n g  and prog ram 
analyzing to make sure that they would work. 

Many of the problems which are evident in  the areas 
of my department are a clear ind ication that there was 
no forward thinking. They thought they will do this today, 
it sounds great , but there was no thought to what it  
was going to cost,  how you were going to deal with it 
tomorrow. I know that is  one of the things that I would 
like to avoid in  deal ing with the department, not to 
make changes too quickly, to be leaping up and doing 
th ings just for the sake of doing something.  I want to 
be sure that we know where we are going and how we 
are going to get there. As I say, that has been part of 
the problem with so many programs. The programs 
themselves may have been fine, but i t  was the method 
and the way in which they were implemented that 
caused the problems, and there are problems. 

A majority of exist ing programs receive Government 
funding to enable them to provide essential services 
to Manitobans. We wi l l  work towards ending costly 
i nefficiencies and ach ieving savings for Manitobans 
while improving and maintain ing the programs and the 
essential services. 

As taxpayers, Manitobans want to be assured that 
financial resources are fairly and equitably d istr ibuted 
to benefit all Manitobans. Achieving that equity wil l  
also be a goal for our Government. Everyone wants 
to be t reated fairly and that is what we wi l l  attempt to 
do.  

Some say it is impossible to maintain the quality of  
social services in  Manitoba g iven our serious financial 
problems. As P remier Filmon ind icated during the 
elect ion campaign ,  it can be done and it wil l be done. 
I woul d  l ike to reaffirm that commitment. 

A number of most i mportant social service issues 
w h i c h  w i l l  be dea l t  w i t h  t h r o u g h  my p o rtfo l i o  of 
Community Services, many of these issues are critical . 
There  are n o  i m med iate and  obv ious  s o l u t i o n s .  
G overnment is committed to resolving them through 
a consultative approach.  The input of g roups and 
ind ividuals is very important to this process and I have 
mentioned that before. lt  is important that we hear the 
concerns of the people who are actually in  the field 
doing the work. They know what problems they face 
on a dai ly basis. They know what some possible 
solutions are. They, of course, may not know the costs 
i nvolved but they woul d  be able to tell us what needs 
to be done and then, of course, Government has to 
sit d own and wrestle with the very very d ifficult task 
and d ifficult decisions that have to be m ade in order 
to k e e p  t h i ng s  g o i n g  in a d epart m e n t  such  as 
Community Services, which deals so closely and so 
int imately with the l ives of so many people. 

We also count on the Members opposite to have 
some constructive criticism, some input, and some help 
and cooperation because there wi l l  need to be some 
changes made. If  there was nothing but nit-picking and 



Tuesday, July 26, 1 988 

j ust complaining for complain ing's sake or opposing 
for opposing's sake, i t  does not make the task any 
easier. Cooperative and constructive criticism is always, 
and that is what the purpose of this type of Government, 
this form of Government we have in  Canada is all about. 
We have a G overnment and we have an Opposition to 
bring us to task if  they see us heading i n  the wrong 
way. We may not always agree that we are heading in 
the wrong way. 

These issues all need to be raised and,  I th ink,  i n  
t h e  spirit o f  cooperation when w e  find ourselves in  such 
d i fficult t imes financially and when I see across my 
desk so contin ually the difficult th ings that are i n  my 
department. I would certainly ask for some cooperat ion 
and some understanding,  that rais ing and screaming 
about issues merely to  get a headl ine in  the paper is  
not really a constructive th ing to do to the personal 
l ives of people. 

With regard to the services for mentally handicapped, 
I would l ike to say that I bel ieve the Welcome H ome 
in itiative which moved many mentally handicapped 
people out of an institution into the community d id  
move too quickly. I th ink  that was one of the problems 
that we are faced with today. There was too much speed, 
too much haste. We are concerned about the safety 
of the individuals. We consider it a top priority to ensure 
that the process of deinstitutional izat ion,  which has 
many benefits both to the people who are moved and 
to society, we want it  to proceed at a pace with which 
safety and economic security measures can keep up .  
We do not  plan to stop th is  t hrust but  we p lan  to pause 
for a moment and look and say: Where are we with 
this? What can we do to stabi l ize this situation to make 
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things safe for these people? We want to evaluate and,  
much as perhaps the Leader of the Opposition does 
not like the word, I may have to use the word " review" 
because . . .  

An Honourable Member: Not review. 

Mrs. Oleson: You could call i t  another name but it 
would sti l l  be a review. 

An Honourable Member: A study. 

Mrs. Oleson: You could call it a study, r ight, but it st i l l  
wi l l  need to be reviewed. 

I wi l l  continue on the rest of that theme, M r. Speaker, 
when we assemble in this House again and this becomes 
before it .  

Mr. Speaker: The hour being 6 p.m. ,  I am interrupt ing 
proceedings according to the Rules. When th is motion 
is again before the House, the Honourable Minister wil l  
have 17 minutes remaining.  

Hon. James McCrae (Government House Leader): 
For the benefit of Honourable Members and personnel 
in  th is bu i ld ing ,  I would l ike to announce that the House 
Leaders for all three Parties have agreed that Monday 
wi l l  be observed as a hol iday and the H ouse wi l l  not 
sit. 

Mr. Speaker: This House is now adjourned and stands 
adjourned unt i l  1 :30 p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday). 




