Monday, November 21, 2022

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS no.5

FIFTH SESSION, FORTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE

PRAYER AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 1:30 O'CLOCK P.M.

The Deputy Clerk formally advised the Assembly that the Speaker was unavoidably absent and
called upon the Deputy Speaker to take the Chair pursuant to the Statutes. The Deputy Speaker took the
Chair at 1:30 p.m.

The following Bills were read a First Time and had their purposes outlined:

(No.204) — The Drivers and Vehicles Amendment Act (Licence Plates for MMIWG2S
Awareness)/Loi modifiant la Loi sur les conducteurs et les véhicules (plaques d'immatriculation pour la
sensibilisation aux femmes, aux filles et aux personnes bispirituelles autochtones disparues et assassinées)

[Mrs. SMITH (Point Douglas)]

(No. 205) — The Restricting Mandatory Overtime for Nurses Act (Various Acts Amended)/Loi sur
la réduction du temps supplémentaire obligatoire des infirmiers (modification de diverses lois)
(MLA ASAGWARA)

(No. 206) — The Louis Riel Act/Loi sur Louis Riel
(Mr. KINEW)

(No. 207) — The Criminal Property Forfeiture Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la
confiscation de biens obtenus ou utilisés criminellement
(Ms. FONTAINE)

Hon. Mr. EWASKO, the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Learning, made a statement
regarding Bullying Awareness Week.

Mr. ALTOMARE and, by leave, Ms. LAMOUREUX commented on the statement.

Hon. Mrs. GUILLEMARD, the Minister of Mental Health and Community Wellness, made a
statement regarding Manitoba Substance Use and Addictions Awareness Week.
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Mrs. SMITH (Point Douglas) and, by leave, Hon. Mr. GERRARD commented on the statement.

Pursuant to Rule 28(1), Mr. SMOOK, MLA ASAGWARA, Hon. Mr. LAGIMODIERE and
Messrs. REDHEAD and TEITSMA made Members' Statements.

The following petitions were presented and read to the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba:

Hon. Mr. GERRARD — To urge the Provincial Government to change the requirements for accessing
Community Living and disABILITY Services so that these requirements are based on the needs of
individuals with specific or nonspecific disabilities, including executive function or a combination of
disabilities, rather than solely on the basis of their 1Q.

Ms. LAMOUREUX — To urge the Provincial Government to consider hearing loss as a medical
treatment under Manitoba Health; and to provide income based coverage for hearing aids to all who need
them as hearing has been proven to be essential to Manitobans’ cognitive, mental, and social health and
well-being.

The House resumed the debate on the Proposed Motion of Mr. GUENTER:
THAT the following address be presented to Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor:

We, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba thank your Honour for the gracious
speech addressed to us at this Fifth Session of the Forty-Second Legislature of Manitoba.

And the proposed amendment moved by Mr. KINEW as follows:
THAT the motion be amended by adding at the end the following words:
But this House regrets that the Provincial Government has:

a) demonstrated to Manitobans that the Premier is continuing former Premier Brian Pallister’s
agenda of health care cuts and privatization while giving cheques to billionaires; and

b) refused to reverse its cuts to public health care and is instead pushing through further
privatization of Manitoba’s public health care system, bringing the province closer to a
costlier and inequitable American-style two-tier health care system; and

c) failed to address the current health care crisis in Manitoba that is putting intense strain on

front line health care workers and patients waiting in pain in emergency rooms, especially
in pediatric facilities such as the Health Science Centre’s Children’s Hospital; and
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d)

g)

h)

3

k)

)

p)

continued to cut northern healthcare and mental health services in the north; and

failed to fill widespread staff vacancies in homecare so that seniors and vulnerable
Manitobans have access to quality and timely care; and

refused to call an independent public inquiry into Manitoba’s pandemic response to learn
from its mistakes and bring forward changes to improve the lives of Manitoba families and
strengthen the health care system; and

continued to cut and underfund K-12 education in Manitoba while class sizes keep on
increasing, while offering no real plans to support adult education; and

refused to address the addictions crisis by failing to provide investments into harm
reduction initiatives including safe consumption sites; and

continued to make misleading statements on safe consumption sites by citing non-existent
safe consumption sites in California; and

refused to address the housing crisis by failing to build affordable social and supportive
housing; and

failed to act to improve access to mental health services across the province, particularly
for youth and children and those living in remote and rural areas, as well as supports for
children in Child and Family Services care; and

failed to take actions to address the epidemic of Missing and Murdered Women, Girls and
Two-Spirited people and failed to offer any concrete supports to help prevent domestic
violence and to help those fleeing domestic violence; and

failed to outline how the Provincial Government will reduce the number of children in
Child and Family Services care and support those who have left the system; and

continued to make life more expensive for average Manitobans by raising taxes on renters,
cutting services, hiking hydro rates, attacking workers and increasing the price of essentials
at the grocery store while offering no supports for producers; and

refused to support workers while freezing their wages and undermining workers in the
public service by leaving positions vacant in important sectors such as highway safety and
health care; and

continued to attack collective bargaining in the province while failing to bring in paid sick

days or health and safety supports for working Manitobans to keep them safe and healthy
at work; and
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Q

t)

aa)

bb)

refused to take concrete initiatives to advance reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples of
Manitoba yet again by failing to complete legally required duties or make progress to repair
the damage caused by former Premier Pallister’s hurtful comments; and

refused to increase funding for municipalities like Brandon, Dauphin, Selkirk, Gimli,
Thompson and Flin Flon, leaving their budgets frozen for the 7™ straight year; and

failed to take meaningful action to combat climate change, while pushing ahead with a plan
to privatize provincial parks; and

failed to mention the fact the province has failed to even start the Lake Manitoba/Lake St.
Martin Channels project while underspending by millions of dollars in infrastructure
projects such as highway maintenance and repair and failing to staff road clearing services
adequately especially in northern Manitoba; and

continued its attack on post-secondary students and institutions by forging ahead with the
plan to cut funding for universities and colleges while increasing tuition and failing to

support English language services for newcomers and refugees; and

failed to offer any vision for supporting the people of northern Manitoba as the Provincial
Government continues to cut essential business supports for the people of the north; and

offered no supports for producers suffering from high input costs and other challenges
during this cost of living crisis; and

failed to support francophone services in Manitoba; and

failed to support an expansion of broadband services in rural and northern Manitoba; and
failed to mention how the Provincial Government will work towards creating an equitable
Manitoba for everyone, particularly people of colour, women, Indigenous peoples and

members of equity seeking groups; and

failed to fill vacancies in important positions in the justice department such as Crown
attorneys in locations across the province; and

failed to implement a comprehensive plan to support people with disabilities during this
cost of living crisis.

As a consequence of these and many other failings, the Provincial Government has thereby lost the
trust and confidence of the people of Manitoba and this House.
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And the proposed sub-amendment moved by Mr. LAMONT as follows:

THAT the motion be amended by adding after clause (bb) the following clauses:

cc)

dd)

ee)

ff)

gg)

hh)

i)

kk)

1)

mm)

nn)

failed utterly to recognize that the Covid pandemic is not yet over and that for many people,
businesses and organizations, life and work now is harder than at any point during the
pandemic; and

failed to accept responsibility for its own role in creating a health care crisis by cutting and
freezing actual health spending, and forcing the closure of clinics; and

failed to commit to equity in federal health care funding for Canadian Health Transfers,
which would see an immediate improvement in Manitoba’s health funding if it were
calculated based on need, instead of on the current, grossly unfair per capita formula; and

failed to commit to being responsible and accountable for federal health care funds for
mental health, seniors, and instead demanded money from others without accountability;
and

failed to apologize to nurses for forcing them to endure impossible working conditions
which include not ending mandatory overtime or providing them and other health care
workers coverage for burnout, as requested by the Manitoba Nurses’ Union, which is
driving nurses from the system; and

failed to maintain or strengthen hospital capacity which has resulted in a critical shortage
of bed space and excessive wait times for patients that resulted in a bottleneck of patients
waiting for medical care and surgeries; and

failed to introduce a plan to increase the capacity of family and specialist physicians in
Manitoba, where the province currently boasts the lowest and third lowest number in the
country respectively; and

failed to develop a comprehensive retention plan to ensure equitable healthcare delivery in
rural and northern communities; and

failed to reinstate full and proper healthcare coverage for international students while
recognizing the disproportionate impact of inflation on living costs for students; and

failed to present a comprehensive strategy to tackle diabetes in Manitoba, in particular, by
not providing complete coverage for insulin pumps and CGMs for people of all ages or
implementing strategies as proposed by Diabetes Canada’s Diabetes 360’s Framework; and
failed to launch awareness campaigns and education about diabetes prevention and
complication issues, particularly among Indigenous communities and vulnerable

populations; and

failed to ensure equitable access to dialysis services in rural Manitoba; and
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00)

pp)

qq)

ss)

tt)

uu)

XX)

yy)

77)

failed to recognize hearing loss as a medical treatment under Manitoba Health and provide
income-based coverage for hearing aids to all who need them, especially seniors age 65
and older; and

failed to provide dental care for seniors who cannot pay for coverage without sacrificing
basic needs; and

failed to take action to create an independent, non-partisan Senior’s Advocate to assist in
creating policies and recommendations on issues that have been ignored for decades under
previous governments; and

failed to articulate a plan to increase Manitoba’s economic self-reliance, choosing instead
to focus on Manitoba as a “Branch Plant Economy” where Manitobans will toil for owners
and investors, with the result that all profits will be located outside the province; and

failed to create a venture capital fund that is politically independent and accessible to all
Manitobans; and

failed utterly to pursue justice measures or take action against gangs that will be effective
in reducing crime through prevention, ignoring proven and effective measures of anti-gang
interventions, youth justice committees, and community intervention such as providing
individuals with positive alternatives in recreation and jobs, including safe spaces for
youth; and

failed to call inquiries into the construction of Winnipeg’s Police Headquarters, despite
multiple requests to do so and evidence of bribes and other illegal activities taking place;
and

failed to call a public inquiry into Peter Nygard, who is currently awaiting trial on multiple
accounts of sexual assault, attacks on women and underage girls, including Indigenous
women, in Manitoba and beyond; and

failed to ensure that municipalities have adequate funding to fund community services and
safe spaces to keep people out of trouble; and

failed to protect against provincial vulnerability due to a dependence on federal transfers,
instead of strengthening Manitoba’s own source revenues to fund core programs and
services; and

failed to protect ratepayers by introducing measures to weaken and politically interfere
with the Public Utilities Board which will result in substantial, irresponsibly imposed hydro
rate increases; and

failed-to apply education property tax rebates through a model of equity, whereas the

current model has resulted in enormous cheques for wealthy property owners, while
squeezing the incomes of the lowest-income Manitobans; and
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aaa)

bbb)

cce)

ddd)

eee)

ff)

ggg)

hhh)

iii)

1)

failed to recognize the toll that the cost of living has taken on the most vulnerable
populations and failing to address the basic needs of these Manitobans, particularly seniors,
families with children, and people living with disabilities; and

failed to protect women and children fleeing domestic violence by cutting and freezing
resources meant to support victims, including women’s shelters, Second Stage Housing,
Shelter Crisis Lines, and specialized programs; and

failed to ensure that children who age out of care from CFS, and those with learning
disabilities, ADHD, and autism are provided proper supports when and after they turn 18;
and

failed to commit to returning $338 million, that was illegally seized by successive PC and
NDP Provincial Governments from children belonging to First Nations in CFS from 2006-
2019, and recognizing that doing so is an important step in the process of reconciliation by
the Provincial Government; and

failed to ensure that full and universal coverage is available for individuals accessing
Opioid Agonist Treatment (OAT), and failed to ensure that people without appropriate
healthcare coverage are able to access timely treatment for opioid addictions; and

failed to adequately support the transition to electric vehicles in Manitoba by insufficiently
investing to ensure widespread availability of electric charging stations in Manitoba and
insufficiently supporting the purchase of electric vehicles; and

failed to mention the importance of preserving the quality of groundwater in south-eastern
Manitoba; and

failed to put forward a strategy to reduce the use of pesticides and herbicides in Manitoba;
and

failed to mention any effort to support the immigration of people from Afghanistan to
Manitoba to help those whose lives are threatened in their country of origin and to help

address skilled shortages in Manitoba; and

failed to put forward a plan in the Throne Speech to advance reconciliation.

And the debate continuing on the sub-amendment,
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And Ms. NAYLOR, Hon. Mr. WHARTON, Messrs. ALTOMARE and MARTIN, Hon. Mr. GERRARD,
Hon. Mrs. GUILLEMARD, Mr. BUSHIE and Hon. Mr. JOHNSTON having spoken,

And Mr. MOSES speaking at 5:00 p.m. The debate was allowed to remain in their name.

The House then adjourned at 5:00 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, 2022.

Andrew MICKLEFIELD,
Deputy Speaker.
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