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Reflecting on Rural Challenges
Challenges Benefits 

 Isolation  Connectedness

 Distance  Less mobile families Distance  Less mobile families

 Services concentrated in an urban‐type 

area

 Sense of community

 Gathering resources into a significant 

amount

 Smaller community units

 Perceived embarrassment or criticism 
when accessing services

 Knowing each other



How have we used the EDI Data?

• Lord Selkirk School Division
• Participated in EDI collection since 2002-03

• Southeast Interlake Early Childhood 
D l t C litiDevelopment Coalition (SEI-ECDC)

• Understanding the Early Years (UEY) initiative• Understanding the Early Years (UEY) initiative

• Chronic Disease Prevention Initiative (CDPI) ( )



Lord Selkirk School Division
• EDI newsletters to schoolsEDI newsletters to schools 

• Administrators, kindergarten teachers, resource teachers,  
clinicians

• Family Programs at Ruth Hooker School
• Alphabet Soup
• Rock n’ ReadRock n  Read
• Rhyme and Reason
• Wiggle, Giggle, & Munch

• Kinderstart

• Happy Tots• Happy Tots



Southeast Interlake Early ChildhoodSoutheast Interlake Early Childhood 
Development Coalition

Rh i d R di G• Rhyming and Reading Groups
• Baby Talk Rhyme Time
• Baby Time  & Story Time at the Library

Rh @ Ni ht• Rhyme @ Night
• Rhyming Circle 

• Bag a Book g

• Community Kitchen

• Dolly Parton Imagination Library• Dolly Parton Imagination Library

• Family Fun Day



Southeast Interlake Early Childhood 
Development Coalition con’t

• Gymkids

N ti l Child D t• National Child Day event

• Nutrition / Parenting for the Family

• Robert Smith Neighbours 

• Wiggle, Giggle & Munch

• Schools Cool

• Triple PTriple P



Understanding the Early Years (UEY)

• UEY newsletters (monthly)

• EDI posters

• Family Friendly Facilities Brief

• Dr Rob Santos – community presentationDr. Rob Santos community presentation
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Community Collaboration
• No preschool programs in schools 8 years ago

P t C f (St b St )• Parent Conferences (Step by Step)

• Preschool programs now occurring:p g g
• Many schools
• Growing Years Family Resource Centre
• Red River North Regional Library
• Public Health
• Selkirk Rhyme and Reading Circle



Community Collaboration con’t
S h I l k E l Childh d D l• Southeast Interlake Early Childhood Development 
Coalition

• Expanded school thinking and community thinking

• School division is sponsor for Understanding the• School division is sponsor for Understanding the  
Early Years Initiative 

Li k b t P K i / F ili / S h l• Link between Pre-K services / Families / School 
•Partnerships, collaborations and programs



Contact information:Contact information:

Arlene Kinden
Community CoordinatorCommunity Coordinator

Understanding the Early Years
UEY Selkirk Interlake

Ph: 204-482-4521
Email: akinden@lssd.ca

UEY Website: www.lssd.ca/ueyselkirkinterlake  


