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Canola  
Crop stages range from bolting to 
90% flowering. Fungicide 
application is occurring in canola 
that is between the 20 to 50% 
flowering stage, where warranted. 
Blackleg has been identified in 
several fields in Manitoba with the 
most severe cases showing stem 
girdling, causing plants to wilt and 
fall over at the base. 
Diamondback moth larvae, lygus 
bugs and cabbage root maggots 
have been found in fields. 
Economic thresholds have been 
developed and need to be used 
for determining if insecticide 
spraying should occur. Information 
regarding economic spray 
thresholds for diamondback moth 
can be found at 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/c
rops/insects/fad45s00.html 
Information on trap counts can be 
found on the Weekly Insect 
Report 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/c
rops/seasonal-reports/index.html 
 

Cereals  
Spring Cereals: 
Manitoba’s cereal crops are 
progressing rapidly with the 
continuing warm conditions across 
most of the province last week. 
The majority of spring cereals 
range in development from early 
flag leaf to done flowering. Across 
the province, scouting for disease 
pressure remains a top priority for 
producers. Producers continue to 
monitor weather and crop 
development with fungicide 
applications for flag leaf protection 
and fusarium head blight 

occurring where conditions 
warrant. 
Lodging in cereal crops is 
reported across Manitoba. The 
effects of lodging on yield losses 
depend on the growth stage of the 
plant, the weather conditions 
prevailing after lodging has taken 
place, and the severity of lodging. 
For more information on lodging 
and its impact, visit 
www.cropchatter.com.  
 
Winter Cereals: 
Majority of winter wheat acres are 
into the grain filling stages of 
development, generally ranging 
from milk to soft dough stage. The 
most advanced fields may see 
preharvest herbicide applications 
starting as early as next week.  
 

Edible Beans 
Edible beans are currently 
flowering in Manitoba. Fungicide 
application has occurred on early 
season types such as light red 
kidneys. Pin pods have been 
noted on these types. Growers 
need to monitor weather 
conditions and plant growth in 
order to determine if spraying a 
fungicide is warranted. Areas of 
lush growth, low air movement 
through the canopy and rainfall or 
heavy dews will add to the 
disease pressure. 
 

Flax 
Crop staging ranges from 6 inch 
to flowering stages. Fusarium wilt 
has been confirmed in field, 
causing plant death in the areas 
affected. If a producer suspects 
fusarium wilt may be present in a 

field, samples need to be tested at 
the Crop Diagnostic Centre or 
another lab to confirm this is the 
disease causing injury. Fungicide 
applications for the control of 
pasmo are occurring. It is 
recommended fungicides be 
applied 7 to 10 days after the 
onset of flowering. 
 

Fruit Crops 
Strawberry harvesting started late 
last week at most farms. Average 
yields expected overall, however 
in fields with heavy infestations of 
thrips, harvestable yields have 
been reduced by 30 to 60%. Early 
damage to berries results in fruit 
being scarred and discoloured just 
beneath the calyx. Mature berries 
tend to be seedy, smaller, 
cracked, and bronze-brownish in 
colour and have a rubbery 
consistency. Thrip damage, 
referred to as bronzing, is caused 
by feeding damage just under the 
calyx when the fruit is from 10 to 
20 mm in diameter. Raspberry 
harvesting expected to begin in 7 
to 14 days, above average yields 
expected. Saskatoon harvesting 
of early maturing varieties started 
this past weekend with average 
yields expected and good quality. 
 

Grain Corn 
Grain corn continues to grow 
rapidly with the warmer 
temperatures, with the earliest 
planted acres quickly approaching 
tasselling. Some fields continue to 
exhibit heat stress symptoms, 
such as leaf rolling, where the 
plant is trying to conserve water 
by lessening the leaf surface area 
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to reduce transpiration. The 
impact to yield at this point 
remains negligible. 
 

Peas 
Recent rains and warmer 
temperatures have continued to 
increase disease pressure in field 
peas over this past week with the 
majority of the crop now fully 
flowered with 10-20% pod 
development having occurred. 
Fungicide applications are now 
complete with increasing levels of 
Mycosphaerella blight being noted 
due to the heavy crop canopy and 
continued moist and humid 
conditions. Some lodging has 
occurred in southwestern portion 
of the Southwest region due to the 
heavy rainfall and damaging 
winds. Although there have been 
no reports of pea aphids to date 
growers are advised to monitor 
their fields closely since pea 
aphids are most damaging in the 
early podding stages of 
development. For more 
information on monitoring and 
control measures see the 
following link. 
http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/c
rops/insects/fad14s00.html 
 

Soybeans 
All soybeans are currently 
flowering in Manitoba. Growers 
have completed the last 
glyphosate application on 
soybeans. Hot humid weather has 
seen rapid growth of the soybeans 
over the last week. There are still 
a few reports of iron chlorosis 
coming in from parts of the 
province that have been on the 
wetter side this spring. There are 
no concerns about this condition 
affecting yield. It has been noted 
that on some fields growers have 
noted puckered leaves and what 
looks like a crinkling or draw string 
effect on the leaves. This occurs 
during periods of rapid growth like 
we have been seeing over the last 
week and in not of any concern. 
Overall no economic concerns 
with the soybean crop in Manitoba 
to date. 
 

Sunflowers 
Crop staging ranges from V12 to 
R2. There has been incidence of 
downy mildew found in some 
fields, but otherwise no disease 
concerns to date. Fields need to 
be watched for development of 
sunflower rust, which needs to be 
monitored on plants to determine 

whether fungicide applications are 
needed later in the season. Bud 
moth frass has been seen on axils 
of sunflower plants. Lygus bugs 
and banded sunflower moth have 
also been seen in fields. 
 

Vegetable Crops 
To date no late blight has been 
confirmed in Manitoba. Tomato 
producers growing in conventional 
production systems are advised to 
apply a protectant fungicide spray 
prior to the plants becoming too 
large for the spray to cover the 
lower leaves. Organic producers 
are encouraged to apply approved 
copper based sprays. If late blight 
is suspected on commercial 
tomatoes or commercial potatoes, 
please send a sample for 
identification to the MAFRI Crop 
Diagnostic Centre on the 
University of Manitoba Fort Garry 
Campus (545 University Crescent, 
Winnipeg, MB) or via your local 
MAFRI GO office. There is a $10 
fee charged to gardeners (non-
commercial producers) for the 
diagnosis of a sample submitted 
to the lab. 
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