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Weekly Provincial Summary 
 

• Agro-Manitoba received variable amounts of precipitation over the past seven days. Once again, isolated 
heavy rains occurred in several regions. Precipitation for the past week ranged from 1.1 mm to 82.1 mm 
(Table 1). South Central, Northwest, and Eastern regions accumulated the most precipitation between 
July 1 and July 7. Fork River (82.1mm) received the most precipitation. 

 
Table 1. Range of seven-day accumulated precipitation (July 2 – July 7) in Manitoba’s Agricultural Regions. 
 

Region Wettest Location  Driest Location  

Central  Windygates (80.7 mm)  Austin (3.4 mm) 

Eastern  Winnipeg (78.5 mm)  Beausejour (23.4 mm) 

Interlake  Riverton (56.4 mm)  Lake Francis (7.1 mm) 

Northwest  Fork River (82.1 mm)  The Pas (11.1 mm) 

Southwest  Newdale (72.9 mm)  St. Lazare (1.1 mm) 

 

• Climate normals for total accumulated precipitation from May 1 to July 7 range from 116.8 mm to 204.9 
mm (Table 2) and are based on 30-year historical data. The Central, Northwest, and Eastern regions have 
accumulated the most precipitation so far this season. With recent rainfall events, precipitation 
accumulation in most areas have exceeded 130% of normal precipitation since May 1.  
 

Table 2. Summary of measurement of total accumulated precipitation in Manitoba’s Agricultural Regions 

Region 
Range of 

Normals (mm) 

Number of 
Stations 

Above Normal  

Wettest Location this 
Season (mm, % norm.) 

Driest Location this 
Season (mm, % norm.) 

Central 143.7 → 173.3 34 (all) Winkler (340, 203%) Baldur (224, 132%) 

Eastern 166.4 → 204.9 23 (all) Winnipeg (296, 178%) Lac Du Bonnet (181, 101%) 

Interlake 139.2 → 169.8 16 Woodlands (263, 158%) Moosehorn (132, 90%) 

Northwest 116.8 → 163.0 18 Pipe Lake (318, 209%) Swan River (141, 91%) 

Southwest 135.2 → 170.3 42 (all) Brandon MBFI (304, 210%) Mountainside (188, 126%) 

 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/crop-report-archive/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/pubs/crop-report-map.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/crops/seasonal-reports/index.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/weather/weather-report-archive.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/weather/weather-conditions-and-reports.html


 

 
 

• Soil Moisture 0 - 30 cm shows a regional representation of soil moisture conditions for the top 30 cm on 
July 7, 2024 relative to field capacity. The majority of agro-Manitoba is showing wet or very wet soil 
moisture conditions at the surface depths. 

• Percent Normal Accumulated Growing Degree Days represents the variation of accumulated Growing 
Degree Days (GDD) from the historical record over a 30-year period from May 1 – July 7, 2024. GDD 
accumulation is near or below 90% of normal for the majority of Agro-Manitoba. To find interactive soil 
temperature/moisture and air temperature information see Agri-Maps Current Weather viewer. 

 
 

Overview 

Fall rye and winter wheat are at the soft dough stage with the most advanced fields ripening. Spring wheat ranges 
from flag to heading stage with fungicide application for fusarium head blight occurring. Spring wheat quality is 
rated mostly fair to good with about 10 % of the crop being reported as poor in the Northwest, Central, and 
Interlake regions. Field peas have reached the R1-R2 stage, with some fungicide application occurring for 
mycosphaerella blight. Field peas overall crop condition continues to suffer in some regions with the extended wet 
conditions. Yellowing in saturated field areas continues to be evident with wilting plants and ample evidence of 
root rot was found in these fields. Fungicide application has also begun on canola that has reached the 
appropriate stage. Most crops are recovering from excess moisture and stress conditions have been noted in 
many regions mostly in low lying areas of fields.

 

Cereals 

• Fall rye and winter wheat are at the soft dough stage with the most advanced fields ripening. 

• Grain corn growth stage ranges from V6 to V8. 

• Spring wheat is reported to be from flag to heading stage with fungicide application for fusarium head 
blight occurring. 

• Spring wheat quality is rated mostly fair to good with about 10% of the crop being reported as poor in the 
Northwest, Central, and Interlake regions (Table 3) 

 

Table 3: Spring Wheat Quality Rating by Region 

 Southwest Northwest Central Eastern Interlake 

Excellent 20% 5% - - - 

Good 40% 45% 90% 70% 50% 

Fair 40% 40% - 30% 40% 

Poor - 10 % 10% - 10% 

Very Poor - - - - - 

 

Oilseeds 

• Canola growth stage ranges from the rosette to flowering stage. With fungicide application for sclerotina 
occurring.  

• Sunflowers are at the V8 to V12 growth stage with R1 stage being reported. Flax crops ranged from 
growth stage 5 to 7. 

 
 

https://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/weather/current-weather-viewer.html


 

 
 

Pulses and Soybeans 

• Field peas have reached the R1-R2 stage, with some fungicide application occurring for mycosphaerella 
blight. 

• Soybean growth stage ranges from second to fourth trifoliate with flowering being reported on earliest 
fields. Overall crop development is delayed with producers looking for warmer conditions to drive the crop 
forward.  

• Iron deficiency chlorosis continues to show up in some fields. 

• Dry beans are in third to fourth trifoliate stage.   
 

Forages & Livestock 
Forages 

• Rain events continue to make field access difficult and are not allowing for sufficient drying time of cut 

forages. Progress on first-cut harvest of hayfields is behind and producers are concerned about both the 

quantity and quality of harvested feed that will be available this winter. Producers have turned to bale 

wrapping to make silage bales as drying conditions have been difficult.  

• Putting up dry hay has been extremely challenging with the moisture received in most areas. Initial yields 
are reporting normal to above average yields if able to get dry hay up.  

• Grasses have headed out except for big blue stem and little blue stem grasses. The hay crop is exceptionally 

good, although there's hope for a break in the rains during the cut.  

• Alfalfa fields are in mid to late bloom and forage with plentiful yield; forage quality is being compromised 

due to accessibility issues and will continue to decline as plants mature. 

 

Livestock 

• Pastures are looking good, with lots of grass available for grazing. Bulls have been placed with cows. 

Areas in the Northwest region are reporting pastures and hayfields that are heavily saturated with ongoing 

rains. 

• Increased insect pressure and fly control, potential for foot rot, and pinkeye are the main animal health 

issues. Cattle on pasture are in good condition with the increased chance of disease due to insect 

pressures.  

• Dugouts and irrigation ponds are mostly recharged, with many rivers full, and some ditches with standing 
water in them. 

 

Regional Comments 

Southwest 
There have been more showers in the Southwest region, with high humidity and rainfall ranging from 1 mm in 
Virden to 72 mm in Newdale area. Very localized storms have caused excess moisture conditions.  
 
Many farmers are using airplanes to spray fungicides rather than working in fields. Small creeks are flowing, and 
some of the deeper low spots have standing water. Winter cereals and canola are looking great, and sunflowers 
appear decent. Early spring cereals are doing well, but later crops are behind in stage and need the heat 
forecasted for this week. Warm season crops like soybeans, dry beans, and corn are progressing slowly, but the 
warmer forecast will help them catch up in staging.  
 



 

 
 

Corn has shown improvement this week and is mostly about 16 inches tall. Herbicide applications are complete, 
with fungicides to follow as cereals reach the appropriate stage. Warm and humid conditions are setting the stage 
for fusarium. 
 
Canola is ranging from bolt to full flowering stage. Peas have flowers and are about 24 inches tall and flowering. 
Soybeans/dry beans are reaching the first flower at about 6 inches tall, sunflowers are at R1 stage, corn is at V9 
stage, oats/spring wheat are at flag leaf to head- flowering stage, barley is booting to head emerged, winter wheat 
has completed anthesis, and fall rye is at milking stage. 
 
Mycosphaerella and/or bacterial blight lesions are very prevalent in peas, and septoria or bacterial leaf spotting 
has been observed in oats, especially after recent rains.  
 
Northwest 
Several thunderstorms brought large amounts of precipitation during the week. Highest precipitation was at the 
Fork River station, recording 82 mm accumulated. Hail also accompanied these storms. Damage is unknown at 
this time. Overnight temperatures have stayed close to 10°C degrees and above this week. Highest daytime 
temperature was at The Pas station at 28°C degrees. Excess moisture is a concern and crops will need drying 
conditions. 

Earliest field peas are now in R1 stage. For the most part fields are looking good, however there are fields affected 
by the excess moisture and doing poorly.  
 
Spring wheat advanced into head emergence rapidly with recent heat. Most advanced fields have flowered. Fields 
affected by excess moisture are showing signs of stress and are yellowed and stunted. With recent moisture and 
humidity, fusarium head blight is a concern and many fields have been sprayed with fungicide. 
 
Canola crops continue to be quite varied. Earliest seeded fields are flowering, and the remainder of the crop falls 
behind in the bolting and rosette stages. Flea beetle pressure has decreased slightly as the crops have advanced 
into stages that can tolerate feeding. Some poorer fields across the region are starting to bolt due to stress. 

Soybean crops continue in second to fourth trifoliate stage and are mostly looking good. Recent heat has helped 
and advanced the crops.  

Winter wheat and fall rye crops are in grain development stage and looking good in most areas not affected by 
excess moisture.  

Central 
The week brought several rainfall events, causing water to pool in low spots, and high humidity. The most rainfall 
was received in the southeast of the central region, at Windygates (80.7 mm). Austin, in the northwest part of the 
region received only 3.4 mm. 
 
Crops in low lying areas are undergoing visible water stress, and there are dead spots in some fields. The moist 
conditions are contributing to iron deficiency chlorosis (IDC) in soybean. Cooler spring temperatures have delayed 
crop growth, and many crops are more advanced developmentally than they may at first appear given their height. 
Warm season crops including soybean, edible beans, and corn are the most affected.  
 
The stage of each crop varies greatly at the local level across the region, with crops in the north at an earlier 
developmental stage than those in the Pembina Valley. Most cereals are heading out, with some still at the flag 



 

 
 

leaf stage. Fungicide applications are taking place where conditions allow, many by aircraft due to wet field 
conditions. Some lodging is present in barley and wheat fields. 
 
Fall rye and winter wheat are at the soft dough stage with the most advanced fields ripening. Field peas are 
flowering and around 24 inches high. Soybeans are mostly between the third to the fourth trifoliate stage, with the 
earliest soybeans beginning to flower (R1). Iron deficiency chlorosis (IDC) is prevalent this year due to the moist 
conditions. The most advanced edible beans are approaching flowering. Canola is in early – mid flowering, with 
later fields from cabbaging to bolting stages. Flax is between stage 5 (stem extension) to stage 7 (first flower). 
Silage and grain corn growth has been slow this year due to the cool temperatures. Most of the crop is at V6 – V8, 
being more advanced in the south of the region. 
 
Fungicide spraying is underway in cereals and canola, often taking place via aircraft due to difficulties accessing 
fields. Tan spot and stripe are present in cereal fields, and Septoria has been reported in oats. The humid 
conditions and dropping petals are creating ideal conditions for sclerotinia in canola. Mycosphaerella, bacterial 
blight and root rot are present in pea fields. 
 
Eastern 
Rainfall amounts across the region during the reporting period were again highly variable and ranged from 3 mm 
to 46 mm. Average rainfall in the region was 18 mm with the largest amount in Richer at 41 mm and Stead at 46 
mm. Field access issues continue to challenge producer spraying progress, but some herbicide/fungicide 
application progress was made.  
 
The standing water issues are subsiding in areas that did not receive significant rain. All crops continue to display 
yellowing with lower areas and field drains showing loss of plants. Producers remain concerned about weed 
growth stage and herbicide efficacy in later seeded fields. The wet conditions are causing issues with field access. 
Expect to see more fungicide aerial applications this week, especially with meeting the correct timing in canola for 
sclerotinia and the fusarium head blight in wheat. Ground application equipment will be used as well as field 
access improves. 
 
Fall rye/winter wheat stands are in the soft dough stage. Rapid winter cereal crop development continued with 
crop conditions being good in areas that are not saturated. Early seeded spring cereals have moved into head 
emergence/flowering stage. Some lodging was noted in more advanced wheat fields. Fungicide application on 
early seeded cereals has started and will continue this week as fields come into stage. Herbicide applications on 
later seeded cereals are finishing up as field conditions allow. 
 
In corn, dependent on the field, second herbicide application progress is ongoing. Crop stage was generally more 
uniform and usually ranged from V6 to V7 in fields not overly saturated. While crop condition is rated as mostly 
good outside of saturated areas, corn development continues to lag. More reports have been received of cutworm 
damage/spraying on corn acres from the most eastern parts of the region.  
 
Soybean growth stage ranges from second to fourth trifoliate with flowering being reported (R1). First pass 
herbicide applications are wrapping up. Soybean fields continue to show yellowing this week and is attributed to 
the effects of excess moisture, herbicide application and iron chlorosis.  
 
Herbicide spraying continues on late seeded canola crop with growth stages at rosette/cabbaging. Early seeded 
canola is at 50% flower with fungicide applications ongoing. With the wet conditions and humidity, there is an 
increased risk for sclerotina development in the crop. Most acres are expected to see a fungicide application to 
reduce the risk of disease. 



 

 
 

Sunflowers continue to be in the vegetative growth stage, V8 to V12, with a lot of variation due to planting date 
and water stressed conditions.  
 
Interlake 
Rainfall continues to be variable with scattered thundershowers and localized heavy downpours. Areas receiving 
the highest amounts of 30 to 56 mm include Woodlands, Teulon, Selkirk, Fisherton and Riverton. Scattered 
showers for much of the region were in the 10 to 30 mm range. Fields are wet with water ponding in most fields in 
the Teulon area. Although improvement is evident, much of the region continues to record higher than normal 
amounts of precipitation.  
 
Rapid crop advancement is evident with temperatures in the high 20°C range and high humidity.  However, 
soybean and canola growth has been slower due to wet conditions and sub-optimal heat so far this growing 
season. Field conditions continue to be variable. 
 
Most of the spring wheat is at four leaf to stem elongation. Early seeded spring wheat is at the flag to full head 
emergence stage, with cereal fungicide spraying expected to start mid-week. Oats and barley are at similar growth 
stages. Winter wheat and fall rye growth stages have advanced to full head emergence and are at the milk to soft 
stage.  
 
Peas are looking good and advanced at eight to ten node stage, with fungicide application underway in some 
areas in the south Interlake. Reports of bacteria lesions in some pea fields.  
 
Early seeded canola is at bolting to flowering stages. Fungicide spraying has started on canola.  
 
Soybeans in general look good at second to fourth trifoliate stage. Soybean development continues to be delayed 
with cool wet conditions. Iron deficiency chlorosis (IDC) is still noticeable in soybean fields. Fields continue to 
show yellowing leaves as evidence of excess moisture.  
 
Sunflowers have emerged nicely and are in good condition at the V8 to V12 stage. Flax stands look great with 
growth stages ranging from stage 4 to Stage 5.  
 
 

 


