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MR.  S P E AKER, Hon .  Harry E. G raham (Bi rt!e
Russeil): The H on o u r a b l e  M i n ister of C o n s u m e r  
and Corporate Affai rs. 

HON. WAIRNIER H. JORGENSON (Mo rris) :  M y  f irst 
words, M r. Speaker, w i l l  be the trad it ional  words of 
welcome to you , S i r ,  i n  your return to occupyi n g  the 
posit ion that you h ave so capably handled i n  the last 
few years. As each session g oes by, I ' m  sure t h at 
you g a i n  a g reater k n owledge of t h i s  p l ace, the 
temperament and the mood of the House and are 
able t o  make t h ose j u d gments and decisions t h at are 
i n  keeping with the best tradit ions of this Chamber. 

I want to also exten d  my words of congrat ulat ions 
to the m over and seconder of the address and reply,  
who i n  my view, both very capably u n derscored and 
under l ined the thrust of the S peech from the Throne 
and what it  meant to them i n  their  part icular areas 
and what i t  means to the province as a whole. 

I h ave s o m et h i n g  less t h a n  a c o n g r at u l at o r y  
message to the Leade r  of the Opposition. I h ave 
heard a leader defined as one who watches which 
way the crowd is  going and then rushes u p  i n  front 
and hol lers l ike hel l  and i t  that i s  a defin i t ion of a 
leader, then the Leader of the Opposit ion certain ly 
fu lf i l led t h at role very adm i rably th is  afternoon. 

M r .  S peaker, i n  my view, h e  demeaned the office 
ot the Leader of the Opposit ion in the k i n d  of speech 
that was made, that we heard here this afternoon. 
H e  d ebased h im self  and I t h i n k  what is  even worse 
and what i s  even sadder h e  d i scredited h imself by 
readi n g  the words that were put into h is  mouth by 
those u n knowns, and i t  m ay be better if  t hey remain 
u nknown, t hose who wrote t h at speech for him. S i r ,  
it made h i m  look l ike  a fool ,  but I thi n k  we h ave t o  
admit  t h at he had the r a w  m aterial over w h i c h  t h at 
was fabricated. The reaction of h i s  - ( lnterjection)
now, S i r ,  I guess now we h ave ident ified one of t hose 
who wrote the speech. 

Sir, the reaction of the members opposite was the 
best testimony that  one could ever witness as t o  the 
effectiveness of that speech. l t  was described by the 
M i nister of H i ghways p retty accurately when h e  said 
that's the f irst t ime he's ever seen anybody g o  to 
s leep i n  the middle of h i s  own speech. H e  forgot to 
put the motion,  and h eaven k n ows where h e  would 
have wound u p  i f  somebody hadn't remi nded h i m  
that i t  was h i s  responsib i l ity, i ndeed h is  d uty as the 
Leader of the Opposit ion t o  put a motion so that we 
can h ave somet h i n g  t o  judge by.  With a l itt le b i t  of  
assistance from th is  s ide of the House the motion 
was put and it  hardly was necessary. i t  real ly  hardly 
was necessary because i t  was nothing m o re than a 
reg u rg itation of what he said d u r i n g  the course of h i s  
hour-and-a-half remarks. I h ave n o  objecti o n s  o r  
crit icisms to offer o n  a speech lasti n g  an hour-and-a
h alf. I h ave l istened to speeches that h ave lasted 
much longer than that, but one would h ave thought 
dur ing the course of an hour-and-a-half somet h i n g  of 
substance woul d  h ave been sai d ,  but sadly,  Sir,  i t  
was lacki n g  i n  substance. 

I g o t  t h e  i m p re s s i o n  t h at as t h e  L e a d e r  o f  
O p p o s i t i o n  w a s  p e ra m b u l a t i n g  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  
province i n  t h e  last few months after t h e  session 
e n d ed h e  jotted d own every suggestion o r  every 
crit icism that was offered to h i m  by everybody t h at 
he met and everyt h i n g  was inc luded i n  t h at speech. 

M r. S peaker, their tactic in t h at k i n d  of an appeal 
and that k i n d  of a speec h ,  and now I am going to 
offer my m ost severe crit icism of the Leader of the 
O p po s i t i o n  b e c a u se I a m  g o i n g  t o  say t h at i t  
sounded and reminded me so much of a Trudeau 
L i b e raL T h at is ,  in  m y  o p i n i o n ,  the worst  
condemnat ion that I can make of anybody i n  th is  
Chamber. ( I nterjections)- That's r ight ,  and that i s  
precisely what I meant,  S i r ,  w h e n  I said h e  acted i n  
t h e  best tradit ion o f  a Trudeau liberal. Power a t  a l l  
cost Sacrif ice everyt h i n g  a n d  a n yt h i n g ,  i t  doesn 't 
matter. P r i n c i p les d o n 't mean anyt h i n g ,  l ies don't 
mean anyth i n g ,  the truth don't mean anyt h i ng .  A l l  
y o u  d o  i s  to m a k e  the basest k i n d  of an appeal that 
you possib ly  can i n  order to get votes and to hell 
with the country. That is act i ng i n  the best tradit ion 
of a Trudeau L iberaL I f  my honourable fr iends want 
to identity themselves with that k ind of a polit ic ian,  
t hey are welcome to h ave it.  

M r. Speaker, h e  d i dn't forget anyone, n ot a s ing le 
soul .  H e  even nodded gent ly  i n  the d i rect ion of the 
businessmen;  even had somet h i n g  k i n d  t o  say about 
o u r  businessmen and that m u st h ave h u rt ,  because i 
f ind  it d ifficult  to u n derstand why the socialists work 
so hard t o  g i ve l ip service to remove people from t he 
s lums,  and t h ey d o  go g ive a lot of l i p  service to that,  
because their  obvious d i s l i ke for t h ose slums i s  only 
e x c e e d e d  b y  t h e i r  d i s l i ke for t ho s e  who h ave 
managed to l i ft  themselves out of t h e  s lums;  who 
h ave m a n ag e d  to b e c o m e  s uccessfuL 
( I n t er ject i o n ) - W el l ,  M r. S pe a k e r ,  we h e a r  t h e  
comments from t h e  M e mber for Fort Rouge, who 
w i t h  a l it t le  more exper ience expe r i e n ce in t h i s  
H ouse, m i g ht even f i n d  o u t  what i s  g o i n g  o n  i n  th is  
p lace and the p u rpose of the Legislature. 

Well ,  M r. Speaker, what was the recital that we 
heard t h is afternoon? Job creat ion.  They made much 
of job creat i o n ,  and I h ave h a d  some d ifficu l t ies 
trying to u nderstand why they could not  u n d erstand ,  
that when t h ey were i n  oppositi o n ,  t h ey b ragged 
about creat ing 4 , 000 j obs. S i n ce we've come into 
power there h ave been 36,000 jobs c reated i n  t h is 
p rovince but f inal ly I'm beg i n n i n g  to u nderstand what 
they mean by job creat ion.  A job,  i n  their  opin ion,  i s  
n o t  created u nless the government themselves c reate 
t h at job ,  u nless the government h i res t h at perso n ,  i n  
other words, u nless. t h e  government takes t h e  m oney 
out of one taxpayer's pocket and puts i t  into the 
pocket of  another taxpayer. That t o  them i s  the 
essence of j o b  creat i o n .  ( Interject i o n ) - I judge 
f r o m  the react i o n s  t ha t  I get f r o m  h o n o u ra b l e  
gentlemen opposite t h at I h ave struck very c lose t o  
t h e  t r u t h .  T h at h as b e e n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  
honourable fr iends opposite, a n d  that,  M r. Speaker, 
i s  where they are wro n g ,  that i s  where their whole 
i d ea of g overn ment i s  based on a false premise. I'l l  
come to that a l itt le later. 

47 

T h e y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o m e  o w n e r s h i p ,  a n d  t h e  
Leader o f  t h e  Opposit ion opined a n d  wondered why 
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people could  noi buy homes today. S i r ,  when I was 
on that side of the House I warned them repeatedly 
what would  happen. Time alter t ime I rose i n  m y  
place in th is  H ouse and told them that the rate o l  
government spend ing w a s  going to create a d isaster 
for th is  country u l t imately, and we will be paying for 
it. They' re paying for it t o d ay. T h e  r a t e  o f  
governm ent spend i ng ,  t h e  creat i o n  of  a m oney 
supply far  i n  excess of  t h e  p r o d u ct i v i t y  o f  t h i s  
country, h a s  only one resu lt  and it's been proven so 
o!\en in so m any ways, i n  so m any places, that I am 
always at a loss as to understand why h onourable 
g e nt l em e n  o p p o s i t e  h ave not been a b l e  t o  
understand t h at very s imple fact o f  economic l ife. 
But I ' l l  come to that a l itt le later as well at t h e  same 
t ime. 

T h e y  even t a l ke d  abo u t  t h e  far m  m a ch i nery 
industry in  the country. Wel l ,  ol  course, the far m  
i m p lement industry is  in  d ifficulty if  t h e  farmers a r e  in 
d ifficu lty, and one of the very f irst th ings that we 
attempted to d o  when i t  became apparent that the 
drought was going to h i t  t h i s  country and was going 
to h u rt th is  province was to try and restore some 
s e m b l a nce o f  farm i nc o m e  s o  t h at t h e  f a r m  
i mplement industry would not suffer a s  g reat ly  as 
t hey m i g h t  have o t h erwise,  had not action been 
taken by this  government 

The Leader of the Opposition even talked about 
Ol lmann's Furniture and those people who had put 
down d own payments on furniture that they were not 
going to get because of the bankruptcy. H e  d i d n't 
m iss a sing le  soul ,  S i r. He talked about  t i le housing 
i n d u s t r y  and h ow we s h o u l d  be r ev i t a l i z i ng tile 
housi ng industry with a seven percent vacancy rate. 
lt was p o i nted o u t  by t h e  M i nister  of  H ig hways 
h ouses bui l t  by the honourable gentlemen opposite, 
and that was their idea of job creation. That's what 
they did in  H ydro as wel l ,  and that's the reason why 
we h ave a problem i n  this province. 

He talked about  rents. Mr. S peaker,  I wel l recal l  
when The Rent Stabi l izat ion Act was brought  i n  i n  
th is  H ouse. When w e  were on t hat s ide of the H ouse 
we u rged the government t o  d o  somet h i ng about 
those prem i ses and t hose people who had housing 
accommodation avai lable and whose rents were far 
below the average rent for s imi lar  acco m m odation in 
t h at par t i c u l a r  area t h at t he y  w e r e  creat i ng a 
problem for t h ose people. They didn't act, they d i d  
noihing. And what happened after rent controls were 
removed was s i m p l y  t h at t h ose peop l e  who h ad 
those accommodat ions who were not able to recover 
an economic rent for those premises raised the ir  
rents to the levels that they fe l t  were economic. N ow 
it's true that some rents d i d  go up but ,  S i r ,  out of 
some 34-odd-thousand rent renewals from J u l y  1 st 
u nt i l  the end of N ovem ber 34,000, there were 903 
com pl a i nts.  And of t hat 903, h a l l  of  t h e m  were 
sett led by m e d i a t i on. A n u m be r  of  o t h ers were 
sett led s i mply by a process of arbitrat i o n  and a 
nu m ber of others were sett led because both t h e  
land lord and the tenant decided t h ey would settle 
without the benefi t  of mediat ion o r  arbi t ration or 
anyth i ng e lse. T h e re st i l l  remain a few t h at are 
posing a problem and action is  goi ng to be taken on 
those few. 

I recal l when the M i nister of Agricu l ture suggested 
that he was going to remove the M i l k  Control  Board 
and replace i t  with somet h i ng that would be more 

effective and more suited to the need s  of the dairy 
i nd u st ry. And I recal l  d r i vi ng home one evening, 
hearing the Leader of the Opposit ion saying - and 
t h i s  is typical of the sort of t h i ng t h at we get from my 
h o nourable fr iends opposite - I h eard him say,  
we've got to keep the M i lk  Control Board because 
we've got to  keep the price of m i l k  d own. That's 
typical. I don't know how much my honourable fr iend 
i s  getti ng out of the taxpayers in the form of a salary, 
somet h i ng close to 50,000 I would imagine ,  but he 
says t h at the price of milk h as got to be kept d own 
for h i m  - (Int e r j e ct i o n ) - t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Opposition. Yes, that 's  what I said. Yes, but i d i d n't 
complain about the dairy farmers gett ing a l itt le bit 
m o re for the price of milk as my h onou rable fr iend 
d id .  He complained that the price of m i l k  should be 
kept d own, kept d own to people l i ke h imself who are 
drawing someth ing 50,000 a year in salary from the 
taxpayers whi le the farmers net income i s  perhaps 
5 ,000 a year or  less. And yet there has to be a board 
to keep m i l k  prices d own so that he can benefit from 
t h ose lower prices, starve the d airy producers. The 
same t h i ng is  said about  the landlords and there is 
only one reason why t h e y  do t hese t h i ng s ,  M r. 
S peaker. They do them because the l andlords are 
small i n  num bers. They don't care about them,  and 
the dairy farmers are smal l  i n  num bers. They don't 
care abou t  them.  There are far more consumers than 
there are producers of m i l k. That's the s ide that they 
are on and it's q uite natu ral for them to be on !hat 
s ide but ,  Sir,  i t  i s  not economic just ice. Why should 
there be only two g roups of people i n  th is  province 
p laced under controls? My honourable friends wi l l  
h ave to answer t h at one for themselves. 

M r. Speaker, one ol  the prize com ments t h at was 
m a d e  by t h e  L e a d e r  of t h e  O pp o s i t i o n  was a 
com ment t h at ! can't help but remi nd h i m  of at !his 
point .  H e  was quot ing from the Premier when he said 
you don't operate g overnment on the basi s  of the 
num be r  of people t h at come before a comm i ttee. 
Wel l ,  I g uess you don't. He took exception to t h at .  
H e  fe l t  t h at we should.  He feli  that we should base 
our decisions on the num be r  of people t h at come 
before the com m i t t e e ,  and t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
O p p posit ion h imself  was t h e  one t h at p i l oted the 
Autopac B i l l  through the legislation. And h e  has the 
bloody a u d acity t o  come before th is  H o u se and 
make a suggestion of that kind. The u t l imate to the 
suggestion that i s  being made by m y  h onourable 
f riend i s  noth i ng s h o rt of  l ynch mob democracy, 
not h ing short of it. If num bers are s u pposed to 
d i ctate the kind of pol i cy t h at you form and the kind 
of pol icies t h at you l'ol low, then why not a lynch m ob, 
becau s e  o n l y  o ne person objects.  T h a t  is t h e  
u l t imate i n  democracy i n  m y  opinion. 

M r. S peaker,  my h onou rable friends talk about job 
creat i o n  and t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  and i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e nt .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  t h i ng t h at m y  
h onourable friends are pertu rbed about insofar as 
the q uestion of ind ustrial development is  concerned. 
They d o n't bel i eve that t here is such a t h ing as 
i nd ustrial development unless the g overnment t akes 
the money first from the taxpayer and then spends i t  
on q uestionable projects and t h e n  continues to feed 
those p rojects regardless of whether they m ake or 
lose m oney and we h ave had a pretty good sample 
of  that kind of industr ia l  d evelopment from my 
h onourable fr iends opposite and there i s  a reason for 
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that,  S i r. There is a good reason why they fol low t h at 
ph i l osophy becau s e  it is i n  keepi ng w h a t  t h e i r  
u l t imate intentions are. Sir ,  t h e  wealth o f  t h i s  country 
is  not created by governments. i t  i s  not created by 
governments taking m oney out of one pocket and 
putting i t  into another. That is  noth ing more than 
recyc l i ng it .  l t  i s  created by t h e  ext ract i on, t h e  
h arvesting, t h e  processing and the m anufactur ing of 
our resources, whether they are natural ,  renewable 
or nonrenewable .  T h at is t h e  d iff icu l t y  w i t h  m y  
honourable friends because they refuse to accept the 
very logic of m y  arg u m ent; that in the extract ion of  
t h o s e  r e s o u rce s ,  in  the h a rvest i ng o f  t ho s e  
resources, and i n  the m anufacturi ng and processing 
and the m arketing of t h ose resou rces ,  wealth i s  
created b y  those people w h o  d o  t h e  h arvesti ng ,  who 
do the processing .  The d i fference, I've got them to 
agree to that,  S i r ,  the d ifference l ies in how t h at i s  
d one, and that spel ls  out  the d i fference between m y  
h onourable friends opposite and the members on 
th is  s ide of the H ouse. They bel ieve t h at a l l  t h at 
should be d one by the g overnment . They bel i eve that 
the g overnment shou ld  own a l l  of the  means of 
product ion, al l  the resources, a l l  the processing, a l l  
the m anufactur ing ,  and the marketing .  T hat's what 
they bel i eve in, S i r ,  because when that happens then 
they h ave complete control ,  because then they can 
dominate people's l ives. Then, S i r ,  and at that stage, 
t here i s  no freedo m  i n  this cou nt ry. 

That, S i r ,  is the u l t imate. That is the u l t imate and 
t h at is what my honourable friends are so u pset 
abo u t  when t he government on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  
House announces once i n  a w h i l e  that there a r e  j obs 
being created by the private sector.  They d on't want 
a job created by the private sector and t h ey don't 
cou nt a job being created by the pr ivate sector. lt i s  
meaningless to them. T h e  only t h i ng t h at i s  i m portant 
to them is that they gain more and more and m o re 
control .  

The Leader of the Oppositon made a point here 
th is  afternoon about The Farmlands Protect ion Act. 
He said we l oosened u p  The Farmlands Protect ion 
Act and h e  knows darn wel l  i t  never h appened. 
T h e r e  were m o r e  r e s t r i c t ions p laced on T h e  
Farm l ands P rotect i o n  Act ; m o r e  restr ict ions, not 
fewer .  The only t h i ng t h at was opened u p  was the 
availabi l i ty  of Canadians t o  buy l and i n  this province, 
and for a g roup of people who continue to talk about 
Canada and a one Canada and a strong Canada ,  I 
am surprised at the att i tude they t ake with respect to  
the ownership of land. O n  the one h and they want 
the federal g overnment to control  everyt h i n g .  On the 
other h and they d o  everyth i ng i n  their  possib le power 
to  Balkanize t h i s  country, and they d i d  i t  all the years 
that they were in power ;  even to the extent that t h ey 
were crit icizing a C rown corporation com i ng in from 
Saskatchewan to explore for oi l .  That i s  wrong in 
their  opinion. I don't see anyth i ng wrong with i t .  l t 's 
com i ng from another province and I see noth i n g  
wrong w i t h  a n  i nterchange between provinces .  T hat's 
the essence of federati on.  My honourable friends talk 
out of both sides of their mouth when they try to  tel l  
us  that there should be restrictions on the ownershi p  
o f  l and i n  t h i s  province, t h at you h ave t o  b e  a 
M anitoban to own l and in M anitoba, that bei ng a 
Canadian is not good enoug h .  I 'd l ike my hono urable 
friends to tell m e  just what their  version and what 
their opinion of a Canadian is, i f  a Canadian i s  one 

that cannot own l and i n  any part of this country or 
cannot own property i n  any part of t h i s  cou nt ry. But  
t hat's t h e  i m pression t h at m y  honourable fr iends 
h ave created and I t h i nk t hey've d one i t  somewhat 
del iberately. I t h i nk they knew exact l y  what t h ey were 
saying because that i s  exact ly  the kind of country 
they want. 

M r .  S pe ake r ,  we c o m e  to t h e  q u es t i o n  o f  
bankru pt cy. T h e  Leader of t h e  Opposit i o n  m a d e  
s o m e  ment ion of bankruptcies i n  t h i s  country and 
t h i s  province and he pointed w i t h  h o r r o r  at t h e  
i ncrease i n  bankruptcies i n  t h i s  last year. I would l ike 
to  tel l  h i m  t h at in . . . they probably h ave forgotten 
t h at ,  they don't realize i t  because t h ey d on't look 
back far enough to f ind out what happened when 
they were in power,  and I invite them t o  d o  t h at and 
to see w h a t  h appened i n  1 97 7  i n  t h e  way o f  
bankru ptcies, when bankruptcies i n  t h i s  province 
went u p  1 1 4 percent, 1 1 4 percent - ( l nterject ion)
Wel l ,  I 'm tel l ing you ,  they went up 1 14 percent. They 
went u p  from 53 to 1 1 4. Then they went d own the 
next year,  in  1 97 8  they went d own to 75. The next 
year they went d own further st i l l .  And t h e n  they 
started going u p  again. That's a cycle t hat's been 
going on as l ong as t h i s  count ry was here. People 
are going bankrupt and they wi l l  continue t o  because 
of the changes that are t aking place. That's bou nd to 
happen. And when you h ave a situation where a 
person borrows m oney at today's i nterest rates and 
t h en finds t h at h i s  expectat ions are not reache d ,  
there's only one i nevitable result .  i t's going to be 
foreclosed. And t h at happens t h roughout  history. 
And for my h onourable fr iends to try and m ake an 
issue of that today, somet h i ng t h at has h appened 
while they were i n  power ,  happened al l  the  while they 
were i n  power ,  and i t 's happened al l  across t h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  i t  w i l l  cont i n u e  t o  h appen, u nl e s s  m y  
honourable fr iends h ave t h e  idea t h at every t i m e  
somebod y  g o e s  bankrupt they are g o i ng t o  prop 
them u p  and take them over. M aybe t h at's what they 
h ave in m ind. 

M aybe that's what the Leader of the O p position 
meant when he sai d ,  and the government d i dn 't d o  
anyth i ng a bo u t  i t .  W h a t  d i d  t h e  h o n o u ra b l e  
gentlemen opposite d o  when bankruptcies went u p  
1 1 4 percent. I f  i t  was so bad, w h y  wasn't anyt h i n g  
done at that t ime? 

M r. Speake r ,  i t 's a n  i n d i ca t i on o f  h ow m y  
honourable friends are capable o f  talking out o f  both 
s ides of their  mouth. O n  the one hand, i f  it  happens 
when they are i n  power ,  then it's a l l  r ight.  Then i t's 
f ine.  But  if it happens when somebody else is in 
power, the  same t h i n g ,  and perhaps u n de r  m o re 
d ifficul t  circumstances because no one can d eny that 
the circumstances that exist today with respect t o  
the running of  businesses i s  as precarious a s  i t 's 
ever been with the' h i g h  i nterest rates and t h e  rates 
of i nflation. i t  i s  d ifficul t  t o  predict, i t  i s  d iff icult to 
control.  My honourable fr iends know that.  

The Member for Rossmere m utters i n  his seat t h at 
h e's one of t hose, and I regret to say, he's one of 
t hose who comes from a g roup of people whose 
ancestors escaped from the very t hing t h at he is 
attempt i ng t o  i m pose on the people of this province 
now. And I regret to say that t h e  lessons t h at h i s  
ancestors h ave learned h ave obviously been l o s t  on 
h i m .  

M r. Speaker,  I want t o  m ake j ust a few remarks 
about the contents of the Leader of  the Opposit ion's 
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speech in reference to t h e  C onst i t u t i o n .  M y  
h onourable friend came out four square and s o  d i d  
h is  partners in the H ouse of Commons in support o f  
Mr. Trudeau and h is  version of Canada, which i s  a 
version t hat is not supported by t h e  majority of 
people in this country and never wil l  be, but because 
it  appeared at that time, Sir,  because i t  appeared at 
t hat t ime that i t  might be that the people of t h i s  
c o u n t r y  were g o i ng t o  s u pp o r t  h i m  u nt i l  t h ey 
u n d e r s t o o d  w h at i t  was a l l  a bo u t .  N o w  m y  
h onourable friends are h aving a n  awful t ime t o  justify 
that posit ion with the Leader of t h e  Saskatchewan 
g overnment who has a few i deas abou t  h ow t h e  
C onst i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  be a m e nd e d  a n d  w h a t  t h e  
Constitut ion should contain i n  t h i s  country. 

M r. Speaker, the earlier descript ion of the leader 
as being one who watches which way the mob is 
running and then leaps out in front of them i s  pretty 
adept because he has demonstrated t hat's t h e  k i nd 
of l e a d e rs h i p  t h at h e  i nt e n d s  t o  provi d e .  M r. 
Speaker, he bel ieves t h at t h i s  country, and that is a 
typical atti tude of social ists,  t h at t h e  best way to run 
a country is  to  i mpoverish parts of  i t ,  s imply because 
by an accident of geography t h ey happen t o  h ave 
some wealth. M r. Speaker,  I would m u ch rather take 
the att i t ude and t h e  pos i t ion o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  
bus inessmen i n  t h i s  count r y  w ho, i nstead o f  
bemoaning t h e  fact t hat t h e r e  i s  wea l t h  i n  t h e  
province o f  A lberta, i nstead o f  crying because i t  isn't 
here, and i nstead of crying because the g overnment 
isn't taking it from them forcibly and t ransferring it t o  
other parts of t h e  country, t h ey're do ing somet h i ng 
about i t ,  and t here isn't a better example of t h at k i nd 
of an att i tude t han I found in the town of Steinbach 
when we were there recentl y. i t's one of the success 
stories of course, that would never be reported by 
the press, because as t h e  M inister of H i ghways sai d ,  
they are more i nterested i n  t h e  fail ures, t hey're m o re 
interested in reporting doom and g loom than they 
are som e of t h e  p r o g r es s i ve t h i n g s  that a r e  
happening i n  th is  count ry. 

B u t  h e re's a businessman t h at opened u p  a 
business a few years ago and recognized that t h e  
construction industry w a s  i n  a s l ump,  f irst of  al l  
because of the c los ing d ow n  o f  L i m estone and 
secondly  because the hous ing i nd u stry h ad been 
overbui l t  in  th is  province. Now h e  cou l d  h ave sat 
back and howled which i s  t ypical of the social ist ,  and 
whined and m oaned because the g overnment wasn't 
d oing anyth i ng about it. Instead of that,  he flew to 
Alberta and he saw the construct ion that was going 
on t here. He made a few enqu i ries and real ized t h at 
he cou l d  manufact u r e  pro d u ct s  for t hose h o m es 
cheaper than t hey cou l d  be m anufact ured in Alberta 
and when we were there a couple of weeks ago he 
told me that for  next year h e  has already 3 m il l ion 
worth  of business i n  Alberta, 3 m i l l i on. That's the 
k ind of businessmen t hat we h ave in t h i s  province. 
That ' s  the k ind of people that are carrying on the 
industrial  development of t h i s  province. 

M y  h onou rabl e f r i e n d s  d on't want t h e m .  M y  
honourable friends would h ate t o  see people l i ke 
that. Because here is a successful  businessman who 
took advantage of an opportunity that is  wait ing for 
al l  the businessmen in th is  province if  they choose to 
take advantage of it.  Instead of d o i ng what th is  
gentleman has d one, and what  I t h i nk m any other 
businessmen h ave done, taking advantage of their 

opportunities, the opportunities that are avai lable to 
t h em ,  t h ey're being convi nced by h on o u r a b l e  
g e nt l e m en oppo s i t e  t h a t  i t 's t he g ov e r n m e nt's  
responsibi l i ty to  bai l  them out every t i m e  they h ave a 
bit of a problem. M r. Speaker ,  i t's only a m atter of 
t ime t hat if we bail people out every t i m e  t h ey h ave a 
bit of a problem, it isn't going to be very l ong before 
t hey're going to expect us to  pay their  debts i f  they 
g o  to Las Vegas and l ose m oney on the roulette 
wheels. 

And now I hear m y  h onourable fr iend m uttering 
abou t  M assey- F e r g uson.  Wel l ,  M assey- F e r g u s o n  
d oesn't happen t o  b e  in t h i s  province. I noti ce i t's o n  
their  brochu re,  i t 's on t h e  piece of l i teratu re t h at they 
send around ,  as one of t h e  industries t hat went 
bankrupt in t h i s  province w h i c h  is only another  
i nd icati o n  of  t h e  type of hypocrisy, t h e  type of 
falsehood that honourable gentlemen opposite are 
capable of spreadi ng around t h i s  count ry and around 
t h i s  province. The t ruth  d oesn't mean a t h i ng t o  
t h e m .  They're only i nterested i n  making everyth i ng 
sound as bad as it possibly can. The only people i n  
t h i s  province w h o  real l y  bel i eve that this province i s  
i n  b a d  s hape a r e  honourable gentlemen opposite 
and they've created that  i m pression i n  their own 
m i n d s. T hey've talke d  abou t  i t  so much , they've 
repeated it so much themselves that they h onestly 
b e l i eve i t .  T hat's t h e  only h onest t h i ng a b o u t  
anyth i ng t h a t  t hey s a i d  today b y  t h e  Leader of the 
Opposit ion. 

M r.  Speaker, I've heard a lot of speeches i n  the 23 
years t h at I've been bot h  here and i n  t h e  H ouse of  
Commons. I h ave never l istened to one that was as 
badly  presented, t h at was so fu l l  of inaccuracies, 
h ypocrisy, and weaknesses. And the effect that i t  
had on honourable gentlemen opposite w a s  pretty 
mute test i mony to its ineffectiveness as a speech. 
They fel l  asleep in t h e  mid d le of it Not one r ipple of 
applause al l  during the course of h i s  remarks, and I 
t el l  you, Mr.  Speaker, it d i d n't deserve any. lt was 
the worst speech that I've ever l i stened to, i n  any 
C hamber in any place. S ir, i f  t h at is  t h e  measure of 
t h e  Leader o f  the Oppo s i t i on and if t h a t  is t h e  
measure o f  the kind o f  t h i n g  we can expect from 
h onourable gentlemen opposite, then we're i n  for a 
very i nteresti ng session. 

T hank you ,  M r .  S peaker.  

M R. S P E AK E R: The Honou rable  M ember for  
Portage la  Prairie. 

M R. U .. OYD G. HYDE: T hank you ,  M r .  Speaker. I 
f irst want to take th is  opportunity to congrat ulate you 
on your resum ption of off ice and to make ment i on 
t h at in my opinion, M r .  S peaker, you d o  conduct the 
affairs of th is  House in a very d ig nified m anner.  

Also, M r. Speaker, I would l ike  to  congrat ulate the 
m over and the seconder i o  the Throne Speech on 
their  presentation. I speak of m y  col leagues,  the 
M e m be r  f o r  M i nned o s a  and the M e m be r  for  
Springfiel d ,  and I would l ike  a lso to make mention of 
t h e  two Pages t h al are looking after o u r  needs i n  the 
House today, I bel ieve t hese two young gentlemen 
come from m y  fair City of Portage la  Prair ie and I am 
very pleased and h onou red that t hey are able t o  be 
here on this occasion of this session. 

M r. S peaker, I want to  congratu late the Premier of 
our province for the stand that he has taken on the 
issues of t h e  C onstitut i o n. As a m ember of t h e  
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M an i t oba S tand i ng C o m m i t t e e  on S t a t utory 
Regulat ions and Orders on the constitut ional reform ,  
I was very i m p ressed by t h e  num ber of cit izens who 
started their  p resentations by stating that they were 
fi rst, as a concerned Canadian citizen, and secondly 
as a M anitoban. After l istening to some 45 briefs the 
message was clear t h at t h e  people wanted t h e  
C onst i t u t ion p at r i ated , b u t  a m ended after i t  was 
safely brought to Canada. 

The i ssues, I bel ieve, are large and not t h at well 
u n d e r s t ood by m any p e o p l e  and t h e refore w i l l  
requ i re a lot of effort o n  t h e  part of many people t o  
see that t h e  consequences of t h e  uni lateral patriat ion 
and entrenched h uman r ights are clearly understood . 

M r. S peaker ,  let  me l eave t h e  subject of t h e  
Constitution for now, although I wish to return to i t  
later. Whi l e  we wrangled with the constitut ional issue, 
the economies of North America are struggl ing.  H ig h  
interest rates, inflationary prices, a r e  a t hreat t o  the 
economic stabi l ity. I n  our p rovince, we have been 
slapped with devastati ng f loods in 1 979 and record 
breaking drought  in  1 980.  The harvest of th is  year 
has been h i t  by poor weather  which h as caused 
much damage to the yield and the g rade of the 
crops grown i n  our province. The d angerous forest 
fire problems that faced th is  p rovince were a d rain 
on the a d m i n i s t r at i on ,  f i g h t i n g  t h e m .  But M r .  
S peake r ,  even t h o u g h  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  w h i c h  t h i s  
g overnment and th is  province h ave met head on, I 
am p leased and p roud to be speaking in th is  H ouse 
on the Throne Speech which conveys optimism and 
confidence in the people of t h i s  province and the 
economic future of  M anitoba. 

M r .  S peaker,  th is  g overnment and the people of 
M anitoba can look at m any developments of the past 
t h ree years,  reassured t hat t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h i s  
government are effective. 

M anitoba's m i ni ng indust ry was being seriously 
t h reatened by u n c e r t a i nt y  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m e r  
g overnment ,  pol i c i e s  w h i c h  r es u l t e d  i n  d e c l i ning 
e x p l or a t i on and d e ve l o p ment. Th i s  governme n t  
recognized t h e  need for a health ier  atmosphere for 
industry in th is  p rovince. The reduction of resource 
at taxat i on h as h a d  a d i re c t  i n f l uence on t h e  
recovery of m i ning exploration. Development o f  the 
proposed potash m ine at St .  Lazare wi l l  result  i n  
m ore than 5 0 0  m i l l ion bei ng s pent i n  M anitoba over 
five years and the creati on of over 400 permanent 
jobs. 

M r. S peaker,  it is t h i s  kind of development t h at wi l l  
i nj e c t  stabi l i t y  i n t o  o u r econo m y ,  c reat i ng new 
e m p l oy me nt .  I n  the past  t h ree years,  e c ono m i c  
g rowth within the private sector h as p rovided 30,000 
new jobs for M anitobans. This compares with 1 0 ,000 
j obs in the last t h r e e  years of t h e  form e r  
adm i nistration. St i l l  more i mportant, only 2 , 000 jobs 
of the 30,000 created were in public adm i nistrat ion,  
whi le i n  the period from 1 975 to 1 977 ,  7 ,000 jobs of 
t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  created were d rawing tax s u pported 
wages. 

Mr. Speaker,  hydro development wi l l  be a major 
component of strengthening economy i n  M anitoba's 
f u t u r e .  Proper m a nage ment of t h i s  corporat i o n ,  
which h a s  been returned to financial  stabil ity  w i l l  be 
vital to its success. Construction agreements for the 
western power gr id  wi l l  ensure that the development 
on the Nelson River wi l l  resume once new markets 
for the electricity are confirmed. B roadened markets 
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for  h y d r o- e l e c t r i c  p ow e r  w i l l  boost M an i toba's 
economy t hrou g h  exchange of resources with other 
regions and local benefits such as j ob c reati on. 

Mr. S peaker ,  as part of a conti nued support for a 
d i versified agrigcuitural  industry, it is p leasing to note 
t h at a 40 m i l l ion rapeseed crushing plant wi l l  be 
constructed at Harrowby in the northwestern part of 
M anitoba. Thi s  p roject . . . 

A MEMBER: Is that near B i nscarth ?  

MR. HYDE: Yes, it's i n  t h e  area of B inscarth . This 
project wi l l  not only p rovid e  jobs i n  the s hort term 
but w i l l  h av e  a p o s i t i ve effect o n  a g r i c u l t u ra l  
m a r ke t i ng i n  o i l  s e e ds .  G overnment m e a s u r e s  
p romote export markets ,  and d omestic markets can 
only help the industry. 

The economi c  squeeze has had a d irect effect on 
young farmers and I am p leased t h at the g overnment 
recognizes the need to reassess credi t  policies as 
t i m e  c hanges, referring of course to the M anitoba 
Agricultural  Credi t  Corporation. 

The 40 m i l lion emergency d roug h t  program to be, 
in my opini on,  the  salvati on needed to maintain the 
p r od u c t i on of the large d a i ry h e r d s  w i t h i n  o u r  
province and for t h e  most part h a s  maintained t h e  
basi c  beef herds t h at are so vital t o  o u r  agricultural 
economy. Cont inued support for research and crop 
p rocessing developments as well  as amendments to 
The F a r m l an d s  P rotect i o n  .Act  w i l l  r e c e i ve my 
support i n  t h i s  session. This government wi l l  continue 
t o  recognize the i mportance of agriculture t o  our 
economy. 

M r .  S peake r ,  I am p leased to h e a r  t h at ou r 
g overnment is ready to cont i n u e  t h e  p rogram of 
replacing older  nursing homes and new construction 
in the hospital f ield where it is felt is needed . 

I was m os t  p l eased to h e a r  of t h e  p lans t o  
construct a recreational f ac i l i t y  a t  t h e  M anitoba 
School For Retardates i n  Portage l a  Prairie. 

Mr. S peaker ,  M anitoba's economy i s  recover i ng 
f r o m  t h e  i l l -fated v e n t u res u n d e r  t h e  form e r  
g overnment ; m is m an a g e ment w h e r e  m i l l io n s  o f  
dol lars were wasted o n  government-run businesses 
and costly m ake-work p rograms. We have t urned the 
t ide,  M r .  Speaker,  t h roug h  efforts such as p rovid i ng 
a competit ive tax structure in M anitoba which has 
i m proved the economic atmosphere. We cou l d  also 
restore faith i n  M anitoba. With a g overnment under 
g ood m anage ment, we can lead M anitoba t h rough 
steady and posit ive p rogress as a cont ributi ng part 
of Canada. We m ust cont inue to take a strong stand 
a g a i ns t  t h e  new C onst i t u t i on t h a t  w ou l d  bad l y  
weaken p rovi ncial  powers a n d  effectively d estroy t h e  
federalism u pon w h i c h  o u r  country i s  being bui l t .  

Thank you, M r .  S peaker.  

M R. SPEAKER:  Th e  H onourable M e m be r  for St .  
Johns.  

MR. SAUl CHERIII IACK:  Thank you, M r .  S peaker .  
M ay I - ( I n terjection)- M r. S peaker ,  i t  i s  pecu liar 
that members opposite are d oi ng their  very best to 
p ick var ious l e a d e r s .  O bv i o u s l y  t h ey a r e  very 
concerned about the leader  w e  h ave and t h e  
leaders h i p  wi l l  show, and I can assure them,  that we 
don't have any p roblems such as they seem t o  h ave 
in the q uestion of the leaders h i p  of our party. 

Mr. S peaker,  let m e  join others i n  welcomi ng you 
back. You and I h ave not always agreed on your 
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rul ings and I expect we won't in the future, but I 
hope we can continue on the basi s  we h ave in the 
past  to exchange opinions and learn to get along, 
which is someth i ng that I f ind more and m ore d i ff icult 
as between pol it icians in the various provinces of 
Canada,  in  the federal government and i n  this H ouse 
itself. 

I want to s p e nd a m o m e n t  d e a l i ng w i t h  t h e  
q uestion of t h e  Constitut ion. I want to recal l  t h at 
t here was a promise made t hat t here wou l d  be a 
comm ittee of t h i s  H ouse establ ished to deal with the 
p roposals of  the federal g overnment relating t o  the 
Constitut ion. I want to recal l  to you the efforts from 
t h i s  side to h ave that g roup meet and m eet q u i ckly 
in order to d i sc u s s  w h a t  is a v i t a l  m at t e r  for  
C anadians and the s t a l l i ng by the p re s e nt 
government in establi s h i ng t h e  committee and i n  
having it  d iscuss issues. 

I want to recal l  to you, Mr. S peaker,  that i t  was t h e  
Attorney-General,  I bel ieve, who made i t  clear,  I 
bel ieve, that the comm i ttee, at least h i s  s ide,  the  
Conservative s ide ,  was not p repared t o  l isten t o  the 
q uestion of  entrenchment or be inf luenced by i t .  I 
bel ieve that statement was made although I woul d  
h ave to go back to t h e  records o f  h i s  chal lenge.  But ,  
Mr .  Speaker, i t  shows an attitude which I t hink i s  not 
heal t h y  from t h e  s t a n d point  of the interests of 
M anitobans and of Canadians. 

1 w ant to reca l l  to y o u  t h at an a ct i o n  w a s  
commenced b y  th is  p rovince before the comm i ttee 
g ot very far i nto i ts work and i t  has t h rown the 
m atter into court in a way which I t h i n k  is  not helpful  
at a l l .  I don't q uite understand h ow t hey appealed to 
t h e  cou rts t o  cons i d e r  t h e  fact  t h at t h e  federal  
government wants to t u rn over to the courts certain 
i s s u e s  for d ebate a n d  rev iew.  T h at t a l k  about 
cont rad i ct i on s ,  t h a t  i s  one w h i c h  w hich was self  
apparent .  What bothers m e  most,  M r .  S peaker ,  i s  
the intransigence o f  t h e  people i nvolved.  I think t h at 
Mr. Trudeau and h i s  g overnment are behaving very 
badly; are behaving i n  a way contrary to the i nterests 
of Canadi ans; are beh aving i n  a p recipitous manner 
which I t h i nk i s  damaging and which m akes i t  very 
d ifficult  to carry on an intel l igent d i scussion about 
the issues. 

I want to say, Mr. S peaker,  that the Premier of th is  
p r ovince, I bel i eve, has s h ow n  a s i m i l ar l ack of 
concern on behalf of the people he represents;  has 
taken the same intransigent att i tude,  a refusal to 
d ebate or d iscuss but rather a postu re w hich h e  has 
taken which i s  not i n  the i nterests of M anitobans and 
not in the interest of Canadians. Postur ing about I 
am a Canadian first,  a M anitoban second , is not h i n g  
b u t  postur ing for many o f  the peopl e  w h o  speak 
about the matters relat i ng to t h e  C onsti tut ion of 
Canada. And I accuse them bot h ,  the leader of the 
gover n m ent of C anad a ,  and the leader of t h e  
government of M anitoba, of a fail u re t o  recognize the 
i mportance of  the democratic method of  arriving at  
decisions; of  d i scussing m atters, of  attempt ing t o  
reconci l e  d i fference s ;  o f  a t t em p t i ng t o  m ake 
someth ing out of what now exists, or what often 
exists and that is  a complete adversary posit ion. 

M r. Speaker, the Premier of t h i s  province has 
supported Lougheed , has supported Lougheed to the 
extent where I bel ieve he is  prepared to g ive away 
t h e  r i g h t s  of C anad i a n s ,  and M an i t obans a r e  
C a na d i a n s ,  i n  t h e  i nt e r e s t s  of s o m e  d og m at i c  

approach he has to t h e  need s  o f  Alberta. One o f  the 
speakers from t h e  C onservat ive side today said 
s o m e th i ng t o  the effect t h at the interests of 
M anitoba's economy are the i nterests of Alberta, and 
I m ay h ave m is q u ot e d  t h e  w or d ,  b u t  he t i e d  
Manitoba's f u t u re t o  t h at o f  A lberta .  Wel l ,  M r .  
Speaker ,  I h ave t o  say that t h e  i nterests of Canada 
are closely t ied to the resources and economy of 
Alberta, and I for one do n ot recogn ize that one 
s u p ports  A lber t a  as a g a i ns t  t h e  i nt e r e s t s  of 
Canadi ans. 

I p icked out of the newspaper today a report which 
is headed,  "Lougheed W arns Ottawa of Separatist 
Potent ia l ."  But the words he u sed , M r .  S peaker, are 
rather i mportant. The f i rst paragraph reads ,  and I 
q uote, "Separatist feel ing s  in Alberta coul d  go "out 
of control" wi th in  several m ont h s  if t h e  resource 
dispute with Ottawa i sn't settled t o  the p rovince's 
satisfaction, says Alberta Premier,  Peter Lougheed." 
If ever I saw a t h reat, t h at is one. If the  province is  
not satisfied , then separatist feeli ngs i n  Alberta coul d  
go o u t  o f  control w i t h i n  several m onths.  A n d  he says, 
now t h i s  was not a d i rect quote from his speech but 
now I come to a d i rect q u ote, "but if  we continue in 
t h i s  p rovi n ce to feel t h at we are bei n g  t reated 
u nfair ly and u njustfy, those frustrations are g oi n g  t o  
g row and I am not sure whether or not it's going to 
be possible for  u s  t o  cont rol i t ."  

M r .  S peaker. I bel ieve s incerely that Mr.  Lougheed 
has not the s l ightest desire t o  control t hese feel ings 
of s e p a r a t i s m  b u t  is worki n g  o n  t h e m  a n d  
capital iz ing o n  them t o  carry out h i s  objective. A n d  I 
bel ieve,  M r .  S p ea ke r ,  t h at t h e  P r e m i e r  of t h i s  
p rovince and h i s  cohorts are failed into t h at posit ion 
with M r .  Lougheed and are talking about separatism 
and g iv ing l ip service t o  t h e  i nterests of Canada 
itself. 

Mr. S peaker,  I th ink i t  i s  i m p ortant to l i sten, I t h i nk 
it is important to d i scuss, and I t h i nk it is i mportant 
to negotiate. I th ink t here is a foolhardy atti tude on 
both sides. M r .  S peaker ,  anybody who says t h at the 
N ew D e m ocrat i c  Party .is sup p o r t i ng Trud e a u , 
doesn't know what he is talking about because it i s  
clear t h at we a r e  d issatisfied with the w a y  Trudeau i s  
hand l i ng i t .  

M r .  Speaker ,  w h e n  i t  came to the q uest i on o f  the 
Consti t u t i on, back on J une 1 0t h  of t h i s  year  t h e  
leader o f  the Conservative Party, t h e  Premier,  came 
in with a statement deali ng on the developments in 
Ottawa deal ing with the conti nu i ng comm ittee of 
M in isters, and at t h at t ime I had occasion to say, and 
I q uote from page 4 58 1 ,  "that we woul d  l i ke to see 
an open m i nd in approach to all the issues referred 
to in the report itself on a charter," i t  says charge 
but i t  m eans a charter, "of rights, redu ct ion, regi onal 
d is p a r i t i e s ,  r e s ou rce owne r s h i p  and off s h ore 
i nterests." And I m entioned then as is  apparent t o  
anybody who knows recent h i story o f  M anitoba, that 
we a lready h ave entrenchment of lang u age r ights i n  
the p rovince o f  M anitoba. 

M r. S peaker,  I made the point t h at yesterday in 
Committee of S upply on F inance, t h at wou l d  h ave 
been on J une the 9th est i m ates, it became very clear 
that the abi l ity of th e  federal g overnment to be able 
to support equal ization g rants which are necessary 
for a redu ct ion in regional d isparities and a proper 
sharing of the nat u ral  resources of Canada by a l l  
Canad i ans, m akes i t  necessary that t h e  Premiers 
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w h o  a r e  so i n s i s t e nt on p ro t e ct i ng t h e i r  own 
provincial parochial  r ights to  the natu ral resources,  
should be eased by the fact that excess prof its o r  
windfall p rofits should nat u ral ly fal l  into the hands o f  
the federal government so as to m ake possible a 
greater equal ization of opportunity for a l l  Canadi ans. 

M r .  S peaker,  we find the talk about speaking out 
o f  t w o  s i d es o f  the m o u t h  a s  the M i ni s t e r  of  
C o ns u m e r  Affa i r s  l iked to s a y ,  w e  f i nd t h e  
Conservative government o f  M anitoba complaining 
bitterly that the Liberal g overnment of Canada is 
attempting to withdraw support ,  o r  fund ing, for joint 
p rogramm i ng and by the same token we f ind the 
same g ov e r nm ent o f  M an i toba s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
Lougheed position which woul d  d eny to t h e  Canadian 
government t hose resou rce revenues w h i c h  are 
essential  for  them to be able to  maintain a proper 
interest  and a p ro p e r  p a r t i c i p a t i on and j o i nt 
programm i ng in the province. I say, M r .  Speaker ,  
t h at unless we care abo u t  the i nt e re s t s  of  
equal ization, we care about  t h ose p rovinces that do 
not  h ave wealt h ,  unless we care about how they wi l l  
be able to  sustain themselves, we wi l l  fal l  into  the 
trap of supporting one province against another,  one 
i nt erest  a g a i ns t  a no t h e r ;  and t a l k  a bo u t  
B alkanizat i on ,  t ha t  i s  t h e  exact t h i ng t h a t  o u r  
g overnment i s  working towards.  

M r .  S peaker ,  I m ust say that the specu l at ion about  
an election i n  M anitoba, and i n  recent mont h s ,  was 
such that I felt we were not facing an election. I felt 
that the Premier of this province was relying strongly 
on his bel ief that the federal budget woul d  create a 
tax on the export of H ydro power and he sai d ,  t h i s  i s  
the issue on which I wi l l  go to the people;  and I 
bel ieve t h at w h e n  h e  f o u nd t h at t ha t  was not  
promised , he lost  the issue which he fe l t  h e  needed. I 
th ink t h at he tr ied to say that on the question of the 
consti tution, h i s  f ight  with Trudeau would  be such 
that would justify an elect ion to go to t h e  people, 
and , Mr. S peaker,  the people of M anitoba are not so 
concerned abo u t  t he consti t u t i o n  and about t h e  
q u arrel relat ing to entrenchment of r ights a s  t h ey are 
t o  t h e  q uest i o n  of  t h e  econo m i c  aff a i r s  of  t h e  
province, and that ,  M r .  Speaker, i s  where I felt the  
Premier of th is  p rovince was so weak t h at h e  d are 
not g o  to the people. I d i d  not expect an e lecti on. 

Mr. S peaker,  I sti l l  don't expect an elect ion but I 
am not puzzled but amused by the way today, the  
fi rst day i n  which we are d i scussing t h e  T hrone 
S peech, we f ind the Conservatives ral lyi ng t o  speak 
on that first d ay. Last year ,  I t h i nk it was the M inister 
for Public Works who adjourned d ebate after  - I 
t hink it was last year - he adjourned d ebate after  
the Leader of the Opposit ion - no, I'm to ld not ,  
apparent ly  not .  

M r .  S peaker,  what i nterests me - oh , h e  spoke 
last t ime,  that was i t .  What i nterests me is t h at the 
speeches were a l l  ready set  to  go .  That m akes me 
th ink m aybe they are gett ing ready for an election, 
maybe they are rehearsing . Because, Mr. S peaker, 
talk abou t  rehearsing , they talk about the speech 
writers; i t  is  the same s peech t h at i s  spread r ight  
across a l l  the ranks of the C onservatives and they 
are each m aking the same speech again and again 
with a few matters t h at t h ey are able to  talk about ,  
mostly hope and mostl y  expectation and very l itt le 
foundation, as the ent i re T hrone S peech is ,  very l i tt le 
concrete about what we are do ing or  what i s  a lready 

on the table .  Instead of that, i t  i s  an expectation of 
what we may yet be able t o  negotiate; we might yet 
be able to bring in; we may yet be able to do for the 
people of M anitoba. 

M r .  Speaker, we are findi ng statements such as 
the M i nister for Consumer Affai rs made today, that 
the idea of the N ew Democrati c  Party is that  bui ld ing 
h ouses and bui l di ng H ydro i s  job creati on. T hat's not 
h i s  i d ea apparent l y .  B u i l d i n g  h o u se s  is not j o b  
creation. B u i l di ng H ydro i s  not j o b  creati on. They g o  
further,  and t h e  last speaker ment ioned somethi ng 
a bo u t  t h e  c iv i l  servant s .  The C onservat ive Party 
seems to bel i eve that a c iv i l  servant d oes not  m ake 
any cont r i b u t i o n  to t h e  g ro w t h  and to t h e  
productivity o f  th is  province. I t hink they believe that ,  
Mr.  Speaker,  and I t h ink that they are t hrowing' back 
a g a i nst t h e  c i v i l  s ervant s w h o  a r e  d e liv e r i ng 
programs, and h ave been for the last t hree years, 
programs of government t o  assist and benefit the 
people of M anitoba are not u seful people, they keep 
want ing to cut d own on the civil servants,  they keep 
want ing to lower the respect which the civil servants ,  
i n  m y  opinion, definitely d eserve. 

M R. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order p lease. I wonder i f  
the  Member f o r  Elmwood w a s  readi ng a newspaper, I 
bel ieve the rules . . . 

M R. RUSSELL DOERN (Eimwood): M r .  S peaker, 
o n  a point of order, I'm not readi ng a newspaper, I'm 
cutt ing one u p .  

M R. CHERNIACK: M r .  S peaker ,  t h e  M i nist e r  o f  
Consumer Affairs spoke about the i d ea t h at wealt h  
o f  t h i s  country i s  not created b y  g overnments, no, h e  
says, i t  i s  created b y  the extract i on,  the  harvesti ng ,  
t h e  processing o f  o u r  resources. 

Mr.  S peaker ,  when did h e  wake up t o  that fact? 
The fact that t h at is h ow the wealt h  of a country i s  
created i s  well known to all,  b u t  w h o  benefits from 
t h at i s  not so well known by m any. And as far as the 
C o nservat ives are concerned , t h e y  t h i nk t h a t  
anybod y  w h o  comes i n  and pays someone t o  extract 
and pays someone to h arvest and p ays somebod y  to 
p rocess is therefore bui l d ing the weal t h ;  and I say 
no, M r .  Speaker ,  it is the people who are d oi ng the 
work, i t  i s  the people who are the extractors, the 
h arveste r s  and the p rocessors who s h o u l d  be 
deriving the benefit from the g rowth of the wealth of  
t h i s  cou nt ry. And i t  i s  the  Conservatives i n  their  
m i sg u i d ed v i e w  o n  how a c o u nt r y  g rows a nd 
develops its wealt h  that are prepared to j u nk the 
concept that the people who d o  the extraction and 
the people who do m ake it g row are the people who 
should h ave the benefit of i t ,  and I t hink t hat the 
natu ral  resources which bel ong t o  M anitoba should 
be u sed t o  benefit the people of M anitoba. 

T h a t  is not t he a tt i t u d e  o f  t h e  Conservat ive 
g overnment ,  a g overnment that i s  t alking now abou t  
deals, t h e y  a r e  not yet tel l i ng us w h a t  deals t hey are 
about  to  m ake and will not tell us u nt i l  they sign the 
agreement, and I only hope, M r .  S peaker, that we'll 
g e t  m or e  i nfo r m a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h a t  Conservat ive 
g overnment than w e  d i d  out  o f  the s i m i l a r  
g overnment of 1 966 to '69 when w e  were t rying t o  
learn what they were doing with the resources o f  
M anitoba and with t h e  m oney of the taxpayers o f  
M anitoba. 
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to stand for re-elect ion. But I h ave to tel l  you ,  M r .  
Speaker, that I am looking forward to the cont i nu i ng 
work we have to do u nt i l  the end of t h i s  electoral 
period; because M r. S peaker,  I'm l ooking forward 
that when I leave this Legislature, t h at that wi l l  be 
t h e  same day t h at t h e  C onservat ive g overnment 

,leaves this Legislat ure, so we may both walk out at 
the same t ime.  I will work t o  that effort. And I am 
bei ng h e l p e d  cons i derably M r. S peake r ,  by t h e  
d ismal showing o f  th is  government i n  t h e  last t hree 
years. 

In 1 9 7 7  we h e a r d  cam pa i g ns abou t  
mismanagement , about  t h e  promise that they would 
cut the fat,  they woul d  balance the budget and they 
would not reduce programs, and in doing so they 
misrepresented the NDP programs and pol icies -
and are cont inu ing to do so,  Mr. S peaker, but I don't 
think they're bei ng bel i eved l ike they were then -
but they are continuing to do so, they are sti l l  relyi ng 
on some Chinese food to carry them t h rough the 
next  n u m be r  of  years and i t  w o n 't happen,  M r .  
S peaker,  but let them keep talking - ( l nterject ion)
Oh, Russian generators, M r .  S peaker.  We who are 
dependent on the sale of our g rain to  a l arge extent 
to  the beh i n d  the I ron Curtain countries who invited 
people of the industry of the entire world to  m ake 

. bids, to quote for work to be done in Manitoba and 
who accepted the l owest tender are now bei ng to ld 
that th is  is  an ideological  development.  The stu p i dity 
of it  is  that some members opposite reall y  bel i eve i t  
and the falsehood of i t  is  t h at m a n y  don't bel ieve i t  
and say so anyway. And t hat's what's h�l?penin g ,  M r .  
S peaker.  They w i l l  repeat and constantl y  repeat what 
they know in their own hearts i s  not true because of 
their pol it ical advantage, and I t h i nk t hat's a d i sg race 
which several members, and I t h ink the M i nister for 
Correct ions, who is  m aking the biggest and loudest 
noise at the m oment ,  h as the i nte l l igence to know 
that when you.get the lowest bid ,  you d eal with the 
lowest bid if your engineers say so, and Mr. S peaker, 
he i s  an eng i neer and h e  should know that engineers 
normally expect to be respected.  I expect h e  wi l l  be 
making a speech when he is stand i ng on h i s  feet 
rather than sitt ing on h is  rear but so far he is do ing 
noth ing but sitt ing on h is  rear. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the Conservative Party which 

MR. DEPUTY S P EAKE R: O r der p lease.  Ord e r  
p lease. 

MR. CHERNIACK: . . . with its appeal to  prej u dice 
and bigotry, M r. Speaker,  has gone to the people to 
ask for their  support,  and I te l l  you ,  M r .  Speaker, 
that they have been found out. I bel ieve they h ave, I 
may be wrong. But here is a party which fought 
Autopac and now embraces i t .  Why? The M i nister for 
Public Works, the M inister for Agricul ture,  have been 
out saying, look at Autopac, look how g reat it is .  

·Yes, M r. S peaker,  they' Fe the ones who fough t  i t .  
They're the ones who attacked i t .  

When i t  comes to M edicare, M r .  S peaker,  t here 
are not many people in  this House now who were 
here in 1 968-69 to watch the Conservatives clearly 
reject t he pr-incip l e  o f  M e d i c a r e ,  to watch t h e  
M i nist.er of  Heal th  i nt ro d u ce M e d icare, ind icat ing 
clearly that he was opposed to it but couldn't , d i d n't 
d are, not to accep t  i t ;  to see t h e  t h e n  P r e m i e r  
t hreaten to s u e  the federal government for i mposing 

M e dicare and here t h ey e mbrace i t  to such an 
extent , M r .  S peake r ,  and I h a p p e n  to h av e  a 
pamphlet here, issued in the name of the M i ni ster of 
E d u cat i o n ,  M LA f o r  G i m l i  - I m u s t  say,  M r. 
S peaker,  it was g iven to me by a gent leman who 
l ives i n  Stonewall who says h e  wonders how come 

·this pamphlet wasddelivered in Stonewal l  which h e  
s a i d  was not par t  o f  the G i m l i  const i t uency. 
N evertheless, he said i t  was del ivered to h i m ,  and 
that m ay well be because of i nternal problems in the 
Conservative Party. But  let me read what they say, 
M r .  S peaker,  in  th is  pamphlet.  J u st ice Hal l  d escribed 
our Medicare program, com pared to world standards 
as, "on e  o f  t h e  very best h e a l t h  s e r v ices". 
M anitobans have m any reasons to take pride i n  the 
health services provided by their g overnment .  M r .  
Speaker,  what aboat that· doubl e  faced d i scussion. 
- ( I nterjection)- Mr. Speaker ,  t h ere you are, t h e  
M i nister f o r  Public Works, i n  h is  lack of knowledge 
- but t h at's not so. The M i nister of Publ ic Works is 
one of the cleverest people on his side. H e  knows 
very well  that when the truth is embarrassing ,  you 
scream louder and you blind yourself to other t h i ngs 
t h at are said .  

M r .  S peaker,  h e  d id not hear me say t h at the 
M inister of Health, who sat  i n  the seat he's sitt ing in ,  

in 1969, the P remier of the province t hen, Waiter 
Weir ,  fought Medicare all the way, and took i t  in  only 
because they were forced t o  and knew t h at the 
people would  not  accept a rejection of i t ,  and t h at's 
what h appened . And now they say, M r .  S peaker ,  
Manitoba is  one of the p rovin ces i n  C anad a  t h at 
provides both premi u m  free M e dicare and premi u m  
free hospitalizat ion. 

Do you remember, M r .  S peaker ,  t h e  react i o n  
w h e n  we intro d u ce d  i t ?  D o  you remember ,  M r .  
S peaker,  how the M i nister for Economic Affairs when 
h e  was on this s ide com plained bitterly when I talked 
about  t he greatest shift t hat ·had t aken p l ace in 

-Manitoba when we transferred from the people who 
w e r e  p re m i u m  p a y i ng p e o p l e ,  o n  a f l at rated 
premi u m ,  the m oneys . to the people i n  the h i g her 
i ncome brackets by i ncome tax, I said that was the 
g reatest sh i f t ,  and h e  said h e  would hear i t  forever ,  
h e  assumed when I woul d  be a man leaning on a 
cane and saying it, and I say it now. And I say i t 's  
funny t h at the Conservatives are now using that as 
part of their  propanganda. 

But Mr. S peaker,  we h ave other examples. We 
h ave examples of the p resent M inister of Finance, 
who said back in 1 97 6  t h at they woul d  wash out the 
p roperty tax credi t  p lan; why h e  sai d ,  as soon as we 
can strai g h ten out  t h e  foundat ion p rogram , and 
maybe take more t h an a year ,  but we wi l l  wash i t  out 
- and I q uote now, Page 3260 of M ay 3 ,  1 976,  and 
I q uote, " Let me tell you right now i t  woul d  be our  
pr ime objective to get  r id  of t h i s  sort  of an i nefficient 
program . N ow if  you say wi l l  we wash i t  out ,  I say 
h ow m any years do you g ive us, because r ight  now 
you're up to 77 m i l l i on. How fast can you absorb 77 
m i l l ion i nto a g rant struct ure?" I' m sti l l  q uoting ,  M r. 
Speaker .  "If the foundation program can be repaired 
i n  one year to  the point where we can again establish 
an equitable school finance program, I assume we 
would d o  i t  i n  one year." I end q u ote, M r .  S peaker.  
This  is the M i nister who t h i s  last year ,  for the year 
ending M arch 3 1 ,  1 98 1 ,  est imated an expenditure of 
the property tax prog�am and the cost of l iving tax 

54 



Monday, '15 December, 1980 
-----

program of 1 56 mil l ion, and he said when it was 77 
m i l l ion, d o  you expect u s  to  d o  i t  al l  at  once? We' l l  
straighten o u t  the foundation program . 

M r. Speaker,  I remind you that the M i nister of 
Education said t h at by December 3 1 st ol th is  year, 
we would  h ave the program of t h e  Conservative 
government on school f inancing before us,  i t  would 
be d i stributed before the end of this year. I don't 
bel ieve t h at w i l l  h appen; but when it d oes ,  M r .  
Speaker,  i t  is  clear to me t h at good or  bad, i t  w i l l  not 
i mpinge on the cost of l iv ing and the property tax 
credit  program . I promise you ,  M r .  S peaker, t h at it 
wi l l  not d isappear. l t  wi l l  not be washed out as he 
said i t  woul d  and i t  i s  another i nconsistency on t h e  
part of t h i s  government. 

M r .  S peaker ,  I can't h e l p  but comment  t h at I 
happen to have a newspaper cl ipping before me that 
sai d ,  before the election of '77 , . h ow M r .  Lyon, the 
Leader of the Opposition, was talking about t h e  per 
capita publ ic debt of the province. On August 20 ,  
1 977,  he sa id  it's 3,4 1 7  and when we said t o  h i m ,  
w h a t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  a s s e t s  t h at b a c k  i t  u p ,  h e  
t hundered, g ross publ ic d ebt i s  a d ebt. And i f  only 
for that reason, Mr. Speaker,  I say to him and to h i s  
cohorts, the g ross publ i c  d ebt, as at September 30, 
1 980,  according to the i nter im statements publ ished,  
i s  4 ,377.00. M r .  Speaker ,  I know very wel l that t here 
are assets beh i nd i t  to  back i t  u p  and just ify i t  but 
the Conservat ives are the o nes who went t o  t h e  
peo p l e  o f  M an i t o b a  and d en i e d  t h a t ,  t h e  
Conservatives sai d ,  how can you bear that burden of 
3,4 1 7  per capita g ross d ebt and now, from 3,400, i t 's 
4 ,377 ,  a substantia l  i ncrease. 

And i f  i t  were H ydro,  the Conservative g overnment 
brought  in a phony bit of legis lat ion in order t o  
freeze h y d r o  rates w h e n  t he r e  was c l e a r l y  n o  
justif ication, evidence today, nor t h en, that t here was 
a need to freeze it, because the investment i n  hydro 
g e nerati o n  o f  p ow e r  is s u c h  a s  is p r o d u ci ng 
substant i a l  prof i ts  to t h e  M anitoba Hydro,  to t h e  
benefit of the people of M anitoba. 

M r. Speaker,  t here are cries, t here are cries, but 
they are cries. And they are not croco d i l e  tears, 
they're actual tears on t h e  part of the Conservatives 
because of their  fai l u re ,  the ir  mismanagement, the 
mess t h at they h ave s hown i n  the last  t h ree years 
and they feel bad about i t .  

M r .  S peaker,  four mont h s  after the 1 977 election, 
the Premier of the province sai d ,  we h ave to buckle 
d own to control g overnment waste and spendi ng to 
create the jobs and incom e  opportunities o u r  you ng 
people h ave a r ight  to expect, and to make sure t h at 
those who need our  help receive it as q uickly and 
generously as possible. M r .  S peaker,  they can talk a l l  
they l ike about job generation, they can talk a l l  they 
l i ke about the way the economy is going, te l l  it to t h e  
M a r i ne s ,  M r . Speake r ,  becau s e  t h e  people o f  
M anitoba know what's going on. 

The M i nister tor Consumer Affa i rs can talk all he 
l ikes about bankruptcies then and bankruptcies now. 
T h e  peopl e of M an i t o ba tod a y  know t h e y  are 
suffering in the econom y  of M anitoba as i t  i s  today 
created by the . . M r. S peaker,  I h ave a cartoon 
here -(Interject ion)- I t h i nk we'l l get you a hearing 
a id .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. We can only h ave 
one speaker at a t ime.  I recognize the H onou rable 
Member for St. Johns. 

MR. CHE�NIACK:  I q uote from a cartoon showing 
a couple of gentlemen sitting at a conference, and 
o ne says, we've got to g ive t h e  appearance of 
chang i ng d i rection without giv ing the appearance of 
chang i ng principles in a way t h at won't be d ismissed 
as cosmetic. 

We are gett ing t h i s  cosmeti cs all  the time but 
t hey're t rying so hard to  m ake i t  appear d i fferent. 
They are the g overnment which i m pose tax cuts i n  
t h e  h i g h  i ncome levels,  and i m pose u s e r  fees i n  the 
l ower i ncome level .  They've reduced programs, t hey 
h ave damaged the economy and put M anitoba -
o h ,  we heard a l l  about the poor u nfortu nate t hings 
t h at h ave been h appening al l  over North America ,  
a n d  m u ch of them a r e  t r u e .  But  t h e y  p u t  M anitoba in 
a worse posit ion i n  relation t o  Canada t h an M anitoba 
has been in r e l a t i o n  to C anad a t h ro u g ho u t  t h e  
previous ten years o f  t h e  adm i nistration. And maybe 
s ince Confederation. T hat's a point to stress. We 
know i nterest rates h ave g one up and are not the 
fau l t  of t h e  g overnment of M an i toba, but let me tel l  
you , Mr.  S peaker ,  t h e  econom y  has suffered and 
suffered worse t h an i t  has on the average, in the 
place where M anitoba was i n  Canada, than i t  i s  now. 
T h e y  h av e  m a d e  it w o r s e .  F o r  t ha t ,  t h ey a r e  
respons i b l e ,  M r .  Speake r ,  and w i l l  be h e l d  
responsible. 

I h ave another l it t le  cartoon here. l t  shows severai 
gent lemen ta lking to a m an sitt ing beh ind a desk and 
they are saying , I'm terribly sorry, s i r ,  but in t h e  
process of cutt ing out programs for t h e  poor, w e  
i nadvertent l y  c u t  out  a program f o r  t h e  r ich. 

Mr.  S peaker,  let m e  g i ve you some relevance to 
this.  They cut out programs and t h ey h ave redu ced 
taxation, at t h e  same time h u rt t h e  economy. What 
they d i d n't real ize, that by cutt ing t h e  t axes t h at they 
prom i sed to cut i n  the higher i ncom e  brackets, t hey 
prom i sed it, they honoured t h at com m i t m ent in  1 97 7 ;  
concu r r e nt l y ,  M r . S pe a k e r ,  t he y  d am ag e d  t h e  
economy to t h e  extent t h at t h e  people whose t axes 
they cut in '77 would not now be able to  pay t hose 
taxes because they are suffe r i ng t o o .  The s m a l l  
b u s i nessmen, t h e  people w h o  w o u l d  h ave been 
paying t h ose taxes, cannot pay them today because 
the econom y  was d amaged by th is  g overnment ,  and 
t hat i s  where I'm saying t h at t h ey i ntended to h u rt 
one g ro up but t h ey h ave h u rt the other group.  And 
now, M r .  S peaker, what are t h ey doing ?  They are 
w o r k i ng for l h e  econo m y .  T h e  M e m be r  f o r  
C rescentwood w h o  spoke today talked about A lcan 
and he said what can we expect from the other s ide,  
environmental ists wi l l  try and make trouble for t h at 
program. Does he mean t h at the environmental ists 
s h o u ld n't care about what w i l l  h appen i n  t h e  
advancement o f  t h e  econom y  and i n  t h e  way the 
Conservatives wi l l  , want to  d o  i t ,  t h at he's already 
saying , d o n't let the environmental ists  stop what we 
are about to do with Alcan. That's what he said 
today and that to me was a shock. 

M r. S p e a k e r ,  now we h ave t h e  g overnment 
m o n i t o r i ng i nt e r e s t .  W h a t  d o  t he y  m e a n ,  M r .  
Speaker? Are t h ey going t o  tel l  us? Because I h ave 
to tel l  them in case they don't know i t ,  prime rate 
n ow i s  · 1 7  percent. Is t h at a m atter for concern? Are 
you going to m onitor i t  when i t  goes to 1 8  and wi l l  
you m onitor i t  when i t  g oes to 1 9? Because i f  what 
you are going to d o  is  m onitor it,  t hen, Mr. Speaker,  
we wi l l  te l l  you ,  as the prime rate g oes u p  and d own, 
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we wi l l  tel l  you what it is ,  if that's what the effect of 
m onitoring is .  

M r .  Speaker, I t h ink they put it  i n  that Throne 
S peech because they felt they had to acknowledge 
the fact that it was a problem.  What they would do 
about it  is  another story al l  together, and clearly 
what they a re g o i ng t o  do i s  t o  m onitor .  What 
amuses, Mr. S peaker, is  that even Fred Cleverley 
points out that the Government of M anitoba and its 
Leader should stop talking i n  the form of rhetoric, 
stop talking about the past and start talk ing about 
the future. 

The M inister for Economic Affai rs i s  appealing for 
help. H e  is  saying to me, what would you do. Let me 
tel l  the M i nister for Economic Affairs, that we have 
every wish to g ive h i m  advice if  he would only open 
h i s  ears and l isten; but he is so dogmatic in h i s  
approach, t here is  noth ing we c a n  tel l  h i m  that he 
won't  reject with the standard words that are u sed , 
you know, a l l  t hose red boogy w o r d s ,  a l l  t h ose 
cont inuous repetitive, a lmost nauseating approaches 
that Conservatives use when they talk about the N ew 
Democratic Party. 

M r .  S peaker, the Throne S peech - ( lnterjection)
M r .  S peaker, for  the M i nister of Economic Affairs  to 
admit  that he i s  l i stening , is  an admission that we 
should record because i t  i s  not often that h e  wi l l  
l isten And now that  he wi l l  l i sten I want to tel l  h im 
that I read the Throne S peech and I l istened to i t .  I 
want to tel l  the M i nister for Economic Affairs t h at 
when he has a r ight  to ask me q u est ions, I w i l l  
answer h i m ,  b u t  when he h as n o  r i g h t  to speak from 
his seat , I will d o  as I p lease with m y  speech,  not as 
h e  p leases. 

M r .  S peaker, the M i nister for Economic Affairs h as 
been here l ong enough to know t h at we h ave t hings 
to say and tell h i m ,  but t h at h e  will not decide when 
we tel l  h i m .  I f  h e  will l isten, he will hear. But I want to 
tel l  h im,  M r .  Speaker, that i n  readi ng the T hrone 
S peech we heard abou t  the pesti lences; we heard 
about the f lood; we heard about the drought ;  we 
heard about the fires i n  the province of M a nitoba. 
The one pesti lence that i s  not referred t o  specif ical ly 
in the speec h ,  but t h at we k now a b o u t ,  is t h e  
P r o g ressive C onservat ive g ov e r n me n t  o n  t h e  
province o f  M anitoba. T hat's the fourth pest i lence 
that should h ave been named and wasn't .  

M r .  Speaker, I h ave t o  s a y  t h at I a m  lookin g  
forward to continui ng these d ebates. I d o  hope t h at 
we wi l l  h ave that opportunity because I really d o n't 
want to f ight an election in January, but if so, by a l l  
m eans l et ' s  do s o ,  b u t  I t h i nk t h at the m or e  
opportunity w e  h ave to debate, t h e  more w e  w i l l  see 
t h e  d e s p e r a t i o n  on t h e  p a rt of P r o g r e s s i v e  
Conservatives who are f ind i n g  i t  easier t o  attack 
personal it ies, to try to d owngrade our leader, t o  do 
anyth ing they can to d ivert u s  from tell i ng them what 
it is t hey are doing wrong and from tel l i ng the people 
of M anitoba. 

We h ave the M i nister for Correcti ons, who has 
i nterrupted,  I ' l l  bet i t  was a d ozen t imes i n  t h i s  
speech,  w h o  is  enjoying so m u c h  the opportunity to 
. . .  and he i s  the one who attacked o u r  Leader, and 
he is the one who has d owngraded personalit ies, not 
the worst by any means. He is one of the more fair
m i nded of that group, but h is  col leagues h ave been 
doing that and I say they are doing it  out of a sense 
of desperation, Mr. Speaker. I real l y  shouldn't be 

saying this, Mr. Speaker. Why should I be point ing 
out to them their  weaknesses; so that they might  
correct them? M aybe I should tel l  the Member for  
River Heights, maybe i t  i s  m y  naive approach to 
democracy and to the role of the opposition that we 
cont inu e  to assist you even when you don't l i sten or  
even when you don't care. 

Mr. S peaker ,  I want t o  g o  back to m y  or ig inal  
statement deal ing with m y  decis ion not to run again 
i n  the next election. M r .  S peaker, I h ave had the 
opport u n ity to be in publ ic l ife for about 30 years. I 
h ave enjoyed m ost of i t ,  I can't say I h ave enjoyed a l l  
of i t ;  but  I h ave been g iven the opportunity to serve 
at the schoolboard level ,  at the rural council leve l ,  at 
the c i t y  c o u nc i l  leve l ,  metro counc i l  and in t h i s  
Legislature;  and, M r .  Speaker, I have to say that I 
bel ieve that the work on the opposition is equal ly  
i mp o rtant as the work o n  t h e  government s i d e ;  
certa i n l y  m o re i m p o rt ant t han t h e  work o n  t h e  
government backbench where y o u  a r e  frustrated t o  a 
large extent .  But  I am happy t h at I was g iven the 
opport u nity t o  serve not  only  i n  the backbench of 
g overnment but also i n  the Cabinet of g overnment ,  
and that i s  a n  opport u nity t h at i s  not g ranted t o  
m any i n  M anitoba. To be able t o  bring i nto effect 
certain principles, certain policies that you espouse 
for a n u m ber of years, i s  a satisfyin g  and g ratifyin g  
opport u n ity and one w h i c h  I do not attr ibute and 
g rant to New Democrats alone, but to every person 
who offers his services in the public i nterest and gets 
the opportunity to g ive of h imself to the extent he 
can. I am g rateful  that I had that opportunity. 

I am also g rateful ,  Mr. S peaker,  that throughout a l l  
t h at t i me ,  I was c ho s e n  to r e p resent the N ew 
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  o r  i t s  p re d e c e s s o r ,  t h e  C o 
operative C o m monwealth Federation. I a m  p r o u d  
t h at t h roughout a l l  the t ime I served under party 
leaders whom I cou ld  respect and d i d  respect. i 
served in th is  Legislature under Russ Paulley and Ed 
Schreyer and H oward Pawley, and I am very happy 
that I h ave had the opportunity to work with them 
and t o  know, M r .  Speaker, that in  a l l  cases their  
leaders h i p  was one of consultat i on and co-operation, 
and t o  know at all t imes t h at every member of the 
caucus had an opportunity t o  express a point of view 
and t o  d iscuss it. I d on't k n ow how that works in 
other caucuses. All I know i s  that t hat's the way it 
worked in our caucu s  and t hat's why I for one, h ave 
been very proud t o  be able to work with t hose 
leaders and with the present leader, who merits and 
has the support of every member of our caucus. Let 
t h at be clear. That no m atter how much d i ssention, 
n o  m atter how much the desperate Conservatives 
are trying to create some k i n d  of a ch ink ,  they are 
doing nothing but soli d ifying i t ,  and for that I h ave to 
thank them. 

Mr.  S peaker, i t  i s  c lear to m e  that now t h at I am 
i nt e nd i ng t o  l e ave,  a long with  the C onservative 
g overnment ,  th is  Legis lat u re ,  t h at I wi l l  cont inue t o  
h ave a n  o p po r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t he N ew 
Democratic Party and I hope with the g overnment i t  
wi l l  f o r m  i n  the next  e l e ct i o n .  I feel  t h at i t  is  
somet h i n g  that I w i l l  be able to cont inue t o  d o  as a 
worker,  as a person i n  t h e  background and not 
necessari ly one that has to speak here. And I m u st 
say, M r .  S peaker, it is some feel i ng of sat isfaction t o  
know t h at there a r e  s o m e  people i n  th is  Chamber 
whom I wi l l  not  h ave to d ebate with i n  the future ;  not 

56 



Monday, 15 December, 1980 

that debating bot hers me, i t 's  looking at them and 
l istening to them,  t h at somet i m es I find h u rtful .  I h ave 
to say t h at ,  M r. S peaker,  because I h ave made m any 
friends on t h e  pol i t ical a rena on a l l  s i d es of t h e  
House - m any friends, M r .  Speaker,  and I h ave also 
made a few e ne m i e s  - and I bel ieve t h at t h e  
enemies I h ave made, I h ave m a d e  in spite of t h e  
fact t h at w e  are al l  supposed to b e  here working i n  
the com m on interest and I am sorry t h at i t  happened 
but to the extent i t  h appene d ,  I don't regret the fact 
that whi lst i t  was h appening I was f ighting for what I 
bel ieved to be i m portant on behalf  of the people of 
M anitoba. 

I have also made friends amongst civil servants 
and t hat has been i m portant to me and general l y  I 
feel t hat I h ave fulf i l led a g reat part of my l ife in the 
arena of pol i t ics and in spite of pains and heartaches 
t h at h ave occurred i n  the past ,  I woul d  certa in ly  
encourage others t o  enter into the f ield of  pol i t ics 
and participate in it .  

Thank you ,  M r. Speaker. 

M R .  S P E AK E R: T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
G l adstone. 

MR. JAMES R. FERGUSON (Giadsto ne): T hank 
you ,  Mr. S peakei':i"Again i t  i s  m y  privi lege to h ave the 
opportunity of corigrat ulating you as again act i ng as 
the Speaker of ttie · House. In the years that you h ave 
served,  we h ave found you to be very fair  on both 
sides of the House. 

I l i stened with interest to  the speakers from bot h  
sides t h i s  afternoon. T h e  Leader of t h e  Opposit ion of 
cou rse h ad the m aj o r  role to play t o d ay and i t  
seemed t h at a s  h e  went further and further along 
w i t h  h i s  speech, t h at h e  s e e m e d  t o  l ack t h e  
confidence or . he l acked t h e  convict ion that normal ly 
a Leader of ttie Opposit ion d oes d i splay. He spoke 
for an h o u r  and a half  and we l istened on t h e  m ost 
part very attentively and to me it appeared to be a 
very negative approach to just about everyth i ng h e  
spoke about. As a m an t h at w a s  i n  opposition or  a 
government t h at was in opposit ion,  proposing t o  
form a g overnment i n  the province of Manitoba, I 
would h ave expected t h at he would h ave stuek h i s  
c h i n  out a l i tt le b i t  and s a i d  wel l look, th is  i s  w h a t  w e  
a r e  going to d o  i f  we become g overnment. But  you 
had to g o  away with the feel ing, M r. Speaker,  t h at he 
d i d n' .t feel t ha t  he ever was g oi ng to becom e  
g overnment . We o n  th is  s ide are f irmly convinced 
that he definitely never wi l l  be. 

I want to a l s o  congrat u l at e  t h e  M e m be r  f o r  
M innedosa and the M em ber f r o m  Springfiel d ,  m over 
and seconder of the speech.  They did a f ine job. And 
for the previous speaker,  the Member for St. J oh ns ,  
to s a y  a l l  the speeches a r e  the same, there m ust be 
one speech writer.  I can assure h i m  that we a l l  
struggle t h r o u g h  getting a speech ready. We d on't  
h ave speech writers,  but we only h ave one Throne 
Speech, and we know . what' s  in  it. We are very proud 
of what's in  i t ,  we can't a l l  approach i t  i n  a d i fferent 
manner or d i fferent fashion, but we do make an 
attempt to put our  views across as to how we feel 
the speech affects our constituencies, h ow i t ' s  going 
to affect the people of M anitoba, and th is  basicall y  i s  
what we are interested in. 

The Member for Pembina this afternoon g ave a 
very good speech , I would say possibly one of the 
best speeches h e  has g iven i n  the H ouse. In h is  

modesty he forgot to  mention h i s  h i ghway program 
so as we go along t h rough the course of the session 
we wil l  be jarring his memory and reminding him of 
some of the t hings t h at we woul d  l ike to  see happen 
in o u r  particular constituencies and also across t h e  
province. 

T here is one topic known as t h e  h e a l t h  and 
h i ghway. He i s  q u ite  fami l iar with it. And I'm sure 
t h at i t  possibly wi l l  not be a four l aner within the 
forseeable future, but there wil l  be some efforts 
made to i mprove the situation t here. 

The Premier has t aken a stand in the Constitut ion. 
I am not going to d elve i nto t h at at g reath length 
because i t  wi l l  be mentioned by more competent 
people along t h i s  l i ne t h an what possibly I am,  but 
you d o  h ave t o  say t h at h e  has s hown leadersh ip. 
T he r e  is m or e  t ha n  one prov i nce i nvolved i n  
contest i n g  w h at t h e  f e d e r a l  g overnment a r e  
approachi ng to d o  and the fact t h at our Premier has 
been chosen as a leader to  contest this i n  the cou rts ,  
I t h i nk s hows the respect i n  which h e  i s  held by the 
people of  Canada and by the people of M anitoba. 

As an i nd ividual I would h ave t o  say, and I t h i nk 
t h at m ost of my constituents wou l d  agree, that the 
Constitut ion . should come back t o  Canada, but i t  
should come back i n  i t s  normal state without an 
a mendment i n  the Brit ish Parl iament, and I don't 
t h i nk anyone has any argum ent about t h at .  But ,  I d o  
feel t h a t  we h ave a federal  government w h i c h  i s  
g rasping f o r  straws. Over a ten year period they h ave 
run u p  a deficit of 1 20 bil l i on.We are on the skids 
f inancia l l y  r i g h t  across t h e  boar d  i n  t h e  federal 
system. I t h i nk possibly i t  i s  a bit of a red herring to 
say, well ,  h opeful ly  somet h i ng wi l l  g o  r ight ,  maybe 
t h e  American economy wi l l  pick up, t hings wi l l  start 
go ing better, we can get back o n  t rack, but t hey're 
d e f i n i t e l y  not m ak i ng any e ff o r t s  i n  econo m i c  
recovery. 

You can take a look at the T hrone Speech, what 
the business activit ies projected for this province are. 
In a l l  the years t hat I h ave been i n  this House, I have 
yet to see a Throne S peech t h at de livered such a 
concise approach to what the econom i c  development 
of t h e  province can and probably wi l l  be. · Certainly 
t here isn't as m uch - the front page of the paper, I 
g uess o u r  good friend s ·  in the Free P ress, t hey are 
gett i ng it today because t hey are the only paper I 
g u ess left in t h e  province, but the general consensus 
was t h at it was a,  you know, i f  and maybe sort of a 
speech. 

Let's just take a look at them.  H udson Bay M ining 
and S me l t i ng ,  G ranges,  Trout  Lake, I nternati onal 
M i nerals and Chemical ,  which i s  potash, projecti on of 
500 m i l l ion over five years, 400 jobs. You can g o  to 
M anFor Forest Products expans ion, another m ajor 
p r o j e ct i o n  in t h e' nor t h ;  a n  oil  p r o ce s s i ng at 
H a rrowby, 38 m i l l i o n  i nvolved t h e r e ;  gasohol at  
M i nnedosa, and this i s  somet h i ng t h at was brought 
up again today by one of the speakers, t h at the plant 
had la id i d le for many years under our g reat and 
g l o r i o u s  fr iend s  across t h e  way, was react ivated 
under the existing g overnment. Why was i t?  Probably 
wasn't because t here were any more opportunities, 
the fact was t h at there was a tax concession given 
by o u r  g overnment and it is the only gasohol plant in  
Canada and i t  definitely i s  going to be a benefit to 
t h e  town of N eepawa and to t h e  peoples i n  the 
surround i ng areas. I understand t h at t here wi l l  be 
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approximately a m i l l ion  bushels of barley i nvolved i n  
t h e  deve l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r ocessi n g  o f  m a k i n g  
ethanol .  

A l u m i n u m  C o m pany of  Canada;  n ow even o u r  
friend s  across t h e  way can't  crit icize t h i s .  They say 
normal ly if  we're going to do anyth ing well the state 
should be involved , we're giv ing away our resou rces, 
etc . ,  etc. , etc . ,  so what happens when a l l  of a sudden 
there's a product that is  part ia l ly  p rocessed comes 
in, the faci l i t ies are set u p  to further p rocess i t ,  jobs 
are c reated , t h e  capita l  expe n d i t u res are made,  
employment p rovided,  and our  fr iends really can' t  
crit icize that.  What real ly c a n  t hey say about that? 
Wel l ,  we' re not putt ing a bunch of taxpayers' m oney 
i n  i t ,  i t  is  going to possibly i nvolve, i f  this happens to 
come to pass, which I expect i t  w i l l ,  will involve the 
expenditures that wi l l  requ i re ,  at least, probably one 
hydro generat ing stat ion ,  for th is  one plant a lone.  

A n d  you can g o  back through the businesses I 
have mentioned , M r .  Speaker, S i m plot Chemical ,  and 
th is  is  another development,  38 mi l l ion.  Even i f  on ly  
o n e -t h i rd o f  t hese p ro j e c t s  come to pass,  M r .  
S peaker ,  t h ey w i l l  d o  m o re t o  develop a s o u n d  
e c o n o m y  i n  t h e  provi n ce of  M a n i t o b a  t h a n  o u r  
fr iends i n  t h e  Social ist govern ment d i d  i n  eight years. 

A n d ,  M r .  S peaker,  we' re not lead i n g  w i t h  o u r  
ch ins ,  we' re n o t  taking taxpayers' do l lars to t hrow 
into crazy ventures that our friends h ave done for so 
many years, these are part icu lar bus inesses, M r .  
Speaker, that h ave developed over t h e  years, t hey've 
developed for one reason o n ly ,  or  more than one 
reason ,  t hey had confidence i n  the government of 
M an itoba, t hey k new that we had hydro power that 
would  make the i r  i n d u str ies g o ,  t h ey hoped t hat 
there would be an adequ ate supply of sk i l led labour,  
which there i s  not going to be, and which wi l l  be 
coming back into the province very shortly I expect 
So these are a few of the t h i ngs,  M r .  S peaker, that 
we h ave to look at. And I don ' t  b lame them for 
h a n g i n g  their heads, because when t hey start to 
come to pass, which t hey wil l  with i n  the next one 
year t o  18 months, they' l l  h ave their heads below the 
desk. That is  why the Leader of the Opposit ion today 
d i d n ' t  have h i s  heart i n  h i s  speec h .  H e  started to wi lt 
M r .  S peaker, he started t o  wi lt  the other d ay o n  the 
th i rd  page, as someone sai d ,  of the S peech from the 
Throne and he's  n ever got i t  u p  yet. And i t  w i l l  be a 
long t ime before it d oes come u p .  

A MEMBER: You've got t h e m  l isten ing n ow ,  James. 

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you,  Mr. . . . Mr. Speaker, 
I am being u nfairly coached by my colleagues along 
a l ine that I certain ly have n o  i ntention of entering 
into.  Once bitten, twice shy as the statement g oes, 
and I t h i n k  I w i l l  fo l low t h a t .  Besides t h a t ,  M r .  
S peaker, w e  are approaching t h e  Chr istmas season 
and you can feel in the H ouse the feel ing of goodwil l  
that is  generat ing o n  both sides. 

But g e t t i n g  back to h y d r o  d e ve l o p m e n t ,  M r .  
Speaker. W e  have, as I h ave q u oted before, w e  d o  
h ave the i n dustries that are coming o n  stream, o u r  
g overnment has h e l d  back w h e n  t hey c o u l d  h ave 
rushed in and started developments, but as again ,  
w e  are 4 0  percent overbui l t ,  w e  had t o  wait u n t i l  
s u c h  t ime as w e  d o  h ave p laces to put the hydro, 
m arkets, we hope that we' l l  be able t o  g o  ahead with 
at least one of the p rojects i n  the very near future. 

The power grid,  of course, i s  another thing that is  
under d i scuss ion a n d  t h e  M e m ber for  W i n n i peg 

Centre today sai d ,  yes ,  the power gr id , but i t 's  got to 
go t h ro u g h  S as k a t c h e wa n .  I w o n d e r  j u st w h a t  
prompted h i m  t o  m a k e  that statement.  l t  wou l d n ' t  
possib ly  be that he knows someth ing that w e  d o n ' t  
k n ow.  L ike we k n ow there wouldn ' t  be col lus ion 
between the leaders of the opposit ion or  the socialist 
party here and in Saskatchewan to say, wel l ,  let ' s  
h o l d  t h i s  off f o r  1 5  months because w e  reall y  d o n ' t  
want t o  see t o o  m u c h  happeni n g  i n  M anitoba. M i n d  
you, I wou l d n ' t  say that they would d o  i t  b u t  t h e  
thought woul d  h ave to cross y o u r  m i n d ,  knowing o u r  
fr iends. 

S o m et h i ng t h at h a s n ' t  real l y  been m e n t i o n e d  
today ,  and I ' m  g o i n g  to mention again ,  i t ' s  o n e  of t h e  
t h ings t h at i s  g o i n g  to be foremost i n  t h e  thoughts o f  
m a n y  of  t hese p e o p l e  t h at are g o i n g  t o  s e t  u p  
i n dustries here, i s  the freezing of our  hydro rates i n  
M a nitoba, a n d  I guess possibly two years of that 
part icular t ime gone by, could be wrong on that so I 
won't  say, but i n  any event it was five years. We 
h ave t o  look at what i s  happening t o  o u r  o i l  p rices; 
1 98 0 ,  t h ey' r e  w h a t ?  - 1 6. 5 0 ;  1 99 0  t h e y ' r e  
est i m at i n g  they' l l  be 62.50 a barre l ! ,  I ' m  talk ing about 
barrels.  Th is  i s  q uite a major increase so people are 
going to h ave t o  look at the d evelopment of other 
s o u rces o f  e n e r g y  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  hydro w i l l  
certa in ly  be one. 

Another thing there's been a g reat deal of ta lk 
about i s  the out-migrat i o n ,  and I 'd  l ike  to read a 
statement,  th is  is from t h e  M i nister of Labour.  i t 's  a 
survey of 1 978,  and the surveys i n d i cate that 90 
percent o f  M an it o b a ' s  co l lege g r a d u ates and 84 
percent of u niversity g radu ates remained t o  work in 
th is  provin ce .  Manitoba ranked among the top t h ree 
a n d  f o u r  o f  t h e  e i g h t  p ro v i n ces s u rveye d ,  f o r  
e m p l oyed graduates who stayed t o  work i n  t h e i r  
native province. The 1 980 M a n i t o b a  survey revealed 
that 88 percent of a l l  provincial comm u n ity college 
grad u ates were employed one year after g raduat i o n .  

M r .  S peaker ,  t o  m e  t h i s  woul d n ' t  a p p e a r  t h a t  
everyon e  i s  r u s h i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  p ro v i n c e .  -
( Interject ion)- Someone says the percentage that 
isn ' t  here is i n  A lberta. That may wel l be;  but if you 
talk to any of the young people who h ave been go ing 
t o  A lberta, I h ave, t h e  cost  of  l iv ing  there i s  so 
exorbitant that many of them wi l l  be coming back t o  
M an itoba, a n d  many have c o m e  back to M anitoba.  
S o  we' l l  see what the statistics are a year from now, 
o r  15 months from n ow, and there' l l  be some more 
red faces o n  the other s ide of the H ouse. 

J o b  creat ion ,  we're not going to g o  through that 
again .  l t ' s  been q u oted several t imes today,  4 , 000 to 
1 0 , 0 0 0  j o b s ,  etc . ,  e tc . ,  e t c .  The Leader o f  t h e  
Opposit ion today went t o  g reat pains t o  point out 
that the people that were going out of business in 
the p ro v i n ce - he m e n t i o n e d  N eepawa F o o d  
Processors twice. I ' d  l i ke t o  point  o u t  to t h e  Leader 
of the Opposit i o n ,  very short ly afte r  I came i n t o  
polit ics the Neepawa S a l t  Wel l  c losed d own. M any o f  
the employees w e n t  to Esterhazy. Very shortly after 
t h at Edson Trai ler c losed u p ,  t hey went t o  Rivers. 
Neither one of t h ose plants went bankrupt but the 
place that they were operat i n g ,  i t  wasn' t  feasib le .  
They had a better opport u nity to g o  somewhere else, 
which they d i d .  I d i d n ' t  hear one person over there 
stand u p  and say, what are we going to do? Are we 
going to g o  and buy Neepawa Salt Wel l ?  Are we 
going to buy Edson Trailers and make them stay? 
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Like fun you d i d .  You d i d n ' t  g ive a d am n ,  not one 
l itt le bit ,  d id  you? - ( Interjection)  

Certainly,  there was n o  one more d isappointed i n  
the fact that t here were 40 j o b s  lost i n  the town o f  
Neepawa. B u t  we're certainly n o t  going to  g o  rushing 
i n  to buy an enterprise that i s  losing m oney. I f  a 
company as big as the company i nvolved cann ot see 
t h e i r  way c l e a r  to s t a y  i n  t h e  b u s i n es s ,  t h e n  
u nfort u n ately i t  wi l l  h ave to g o  along t h e  same l ines 
as some of the rest. Some of the people wil l  be 
employable in Neepawa, some wil l  not be,  t h ey wi l l  
have to seek jobs elsewhere. 

The main segment of the operat ion ,  which i s  the 
boi ler  barns ,  ran into d ifficu lties, to  a degree, I ' l l  buy 
that,  because of boi ler q u otas, but  that was only a 
very m i n o r  degree t h at was overcome. They've ran 
into problems t h rough health of animals, etc . ,  etc . ,  
etc . ,  i n  t h e i r  processing p l a n t .  I ' d  l i ke to  p o i n t  o u t  
t h at t here w a s  4 2 0 , 0 0 0  p u t  i n t o  upgrad i n g  t hat 
part icular eviscerat ing plant ,  not too many years ago. 
N o  company i s  going to  put t h at kind of money into 
an operat ion and then pul l  out i f  t hey don't feel t h at 
they are sustain i n g  very heavy losses. 

T h e r e  is an a r r a n g e m e n t  u n d e r  way,  a s  I 
u nderstand i t ,  to take over the o peration on a f ree 
enterprise basis, which i t  was held by before, but 
these people also wil l  be tak i n g  a long hard look at 
a l l  segments of i t ,  whether or  not t hey can m ake 
both ends of i t  work I don't  k now and the deal hasn't  
been made,  as I u n d e rstan d ,  i t  i s  fair ly c lose t o  
fruit ion.  AnYVI(ay, t h a t ' s  e n o u g h  a b o u t  that part icular 
i n dustry. 

But  I would l i ke to  point out t h at our good fr iends 
- when a job g oes bankrupt o r  a bus iness g oes 
bankrupt i t 's  a l i tt le bit d ifferent ,  when a business is 
transferred its assets are transferred, etc . ,  and its 
p lace of  operati on - t he o l d  story still is t hat  
someone has to make a buck and everyon e  can' t  
have government g rants a n d  government subsidies 
and g overnment i nvolvement to keep them float ing  
when the th ing isn ' t  go ing.  

I 'd  l ike  to talk about  agriculture for a few m i nutes. 
We' re not crying t h at hard, but  the last couple of 
years c e r t a i n l y  h a ve n ' t  b e e n  b a d  years  f o r  
agricul ture .  I 've been i nvolved i n  the business for 
quite a few years and I 'd h ave to say t h at this year 
was the c losest t h i n g  t o  a crop fail u re that we've 
ever had and be that as it m ay,  that 's part of t h e  
g a m e .  i t 's  a very h i g h  r isk and a h i g h  gamb le and i f  
t h ings d o n ' t  work out properly that 's  t h e  way t h e  bal l  
bounces. 

I would also l ike to  point out t h at our government 
d i d n ' t  s i t  o n  i ts  hands.  i t 's  t h e  f irst t i m e  i n  my 
l ifet ime,  M r .  Speaker, t hat I 've ever seen a crop t h at 
was completely f inished i n  many instances by the 1 st 
of J u ly .  T h i s  p a rt i c u l a r  year i t  was a n d  as t h e  
i n d icat ions were t here was n o  h a y  crop or  anyt h i n g  
else. O u r  dairy i n dustry, which w o u l d  have to be t h e  
N u m ber One that was , going to  g e t  h i t  f irst,  w e  d i d  
organize very q uickly.  We started br ing ing pel lets i n  
from Thunder Bay. We h a d  f ires d own i n  Ontario,  
where t here was a very good hay crop. We m oved to 
start moving that h ay without any assistance again 
from our  federal fr iends who sat o n  their  hands as 
long as they could , then came in with a l ukewarm 
program; then they came in a l itt le later on with a 
Herd M a intenance Program and they la id t h e  rules 
o u t ,  t h e n  t hey c h an g e d  t h e  ru les ,  t h e n  t h ey 've 

amended the rules again  and by t h e  t ime they get  
t h rough,  the l atest th ing  I hear  today i s  t h at t hey are 
going to  change the ru les again but  t h ey' re going to  
set  u p  a Court of Appeal , so anyone t h at does n ' t  get  
anyt h i n g  can g o  and appeal.  Wel l ,  t h i s  wi l l  be good 
under the usual  L iberal method of operat ion  whereby 
there ' l l  be another 10 people who wil l  get jobs and 
t h ey ' l l  g o  arqun d  and sit  and l isten and i t  wil l  be a 
g reat and glor ious game, as I say i n  the usual Liberal 
manner o r  trad it ion.  

I woul d  say t h at probably o u r  m ost successf u l  
program w a s  the G reen Feed program. H e r e  we h a d  
approxim ately 1 0 ,000 appl icants a n d  t h e  p a y  o u t  
basically wi l l  be i n  the area, I w o u l d  expect, of maybe 
1 0  m i l l i o n .  I wou l d n ' t  want to  be q u oted o n  t h at too 
f irmly,  Mr. Speaker, but t hat will be roughly in t h at 
neighbourhood.  We d i d  introduce a . . . Program, 
whereby the b u dget sh ows 4 1  m i l l i o n  d o l lars.  I ' d  
expect t h at some o f  t h at wil l  n o t  b e  used . B u t  i n  any 
event ,  the act ion was taken, t h e  programs were laid 
down and the thing was brought into p lay.  

A g reat to-do is  a lways made about our  fr iends 
across the way about their  social programs, what 
t h ey've d o n e  for  people ;  they did one t h i n g  for 
people i n  t h e  eight years they were in government,  
Mr.  Speaker, they developed a few tiers of people 
t h at they encouraged n ever t o  g o  to work; t h ey m i g h t  
have b e e n  the health iest people i n  t h e  p rovince but  
d o n ' t  g o  to work ,  we' l l  put  a social worker there, 
we' l l  look after you and you don't ever h ave to g o  to 
work again .  We need you r  vote and we' l l  look after 
you and o h ,  we've got a grant for t h i s  and a g rant 
for t h at .  When we became g overnment i n  1 97 7  I 
n ever had so many people phoning sayin g ,  can we 
get a grant for that? You k n ow, it was wonderful ,  i t  
j u s t  h a d  to be wonderful because a l l  non-pro ductive, 
but here we sti l l  h ave carried along with many of the 
programs that are sti l l  looking after the welfare of 
the people t h at are d eservin g .  Unfort u n ate ly ,  we 
h ave n ' t  done away with some of t h e  programs t h at 
are going to people t h at are not deservin g .  

MR. DESJARDINS: Get with i t ,  m ove i t .  

MR.  FERGUSON: We probably  w i l l .  We are a lso 
aga in  involved wi th  our  good federal fr iends. They 
are waffl i n g  again i n  the ir  cost-shar ing,  and real ly 
whether or  not they're going to  participate i n  many 
programs t h at t hey i n s t igated and more o r  less 
i nsisted o n  to start  with ,  i s  somet h i n g  that has t o  
happen.  

A. MEMBER: Enterprise M a nitoba. 

MR. FERGUSON: Yes, Enterpr ise M an it o b a  was 
probably one of the best programs t h at has hit the 
p rovince as far as t'he promotion of smal l  businesses 
went. Certain ly ,  i t  was cost-shared between the feds 
and the province, i t  worked out well and it d i d  a l low 
the smal l  businesses an awful  lot of good. So we' l l  
g i ve credit  where credi t  i s  d u e ,  w h i c h  some of t h e  
people across the way won ' t  d o .  

Health care, educat ion ,  a l l  the programs t h a t  h ave 
gone along - there's been a great deal of increase 
in spen d i n g .  I ' l l  read that off later on, Mr. S peaker, 
the actual budget. The White Paper reforms, I 'm not 
going to  g o  into depth with that,  there are many here 
t h at have fol lowed these a lot closer than I ,  Property 
Tax Programs, C R I S P  Programs, SAFER Programs, 
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and these are al l  supposedly by an u ncaring and 
cal lous government.  

I 'd l ike to just read some of the expenditures that 
h ave g o n e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s .  W e ' l l  s tart  w i t h  
A g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  1 9 7 8 - 7 9 ,  2 3  m i l l i o n ,  1 9 7 9 - 8 0 ,  2 7  
m i l l i o n  and the pr inted vote i n  1 980-8 i i s  3 4  m i l l i o n ;  
and go to Community Services and Corrections 1 72 
m i l l i o n  i n  ' 7 8 ,  1 82 i n  ' 7 9 ,  2 0 1 i n  1 98 0 ;  g o  t o  
Education,  342,  368, 399 - these are h u n d reds of 
m i l l ions of d o l lars; Health,  47 1 mi l l ion ,  5 1 7  m i l l i o n ,  
5 8 3  mi l l ion ;  g o  to H i ghways and Transportat ion ,  1 35 
m i l l i o n ,  1 40 m i l l i o n .  1 53 m i l l i o n ;  Drug Rel ief Program, 
4 1  m i l l i o n .  

Wel l ,  M r .  S peaker, to me that does n ' t  s o u n d  l ike a 
harsh and cal lous government  t hrow i n g  programs 
o u t  w i l l y- n i l l y  that  are b e n ef i t i n g  the people o f  
Manitoba. To me i t  s o u n d  l ike  . . . 

A MEMBER: A g overnment that cares. 

M R .  F E R G U S O N :  A g over n m e n t  t h a t  c a r e s  -
thank you, M r .  M i nister, you ' re so helpful .  I ' m  happy 
to see, M r .  S peaker, that there wi l l  be a cont i n u i n g  
carrying o u t  of the development of the personal care 
homes. There wil l  be replacement of older n u rs ing 
homes, etc .  Education for the f i rst  t i m e  i n  many,  
many years, there i s  a suggest ion that t here w i l l  be a 
change in the Foundation G rant This ,  of course, i s  
the first s ince 1 967.  

I a lso would l ike to congratu late the M i nister of 
Fitness and Sport i n  that over the past year t here 
has been an expenditure of 2.5 m i l l i o n  - this has 
gone into 343 comm u n ity complexes, curl ing r i nks,  
skat ing r inks,  etc. ,  and i t  has been very welcome. 
Someth ing t h at has been m i ssed in many cases i n  
o u r  r u r a l  recreat i o n a l  c o m p l ex e s  i s  t ha t  t h e  
t ightening u p  o f  f i re regu l at ions has necessitated the 
expend iture of considerable amounts of m on ey and 
i n  many cases t here are not funds available;  they're 
having enough trouble keepi n g  the p laces operat i n g  
- these grants a r e  very welcome, and th is  basically 
in many cases in my const i tuency is w h e re t h i s  
money i s  being used. 

This  program again wi l l  be carried o n  in 1 9 8 1  and I 
can tel l  you, M r .  S peaker, that the rural people and 
many in  m y  c o n st it u e n cy c e rt a i n l y  a r e  l o o k i n g  
forward t o  t h e  continuation o f  t h i s  program. l t  i s  
somet h i ng that is  wel l worthwhi le.  As I say, we are 
havin g  problems keeping our rural complexes going 
a n d  th is  i s  certa i n ly o n e  o f  t h e  t h i ng s  t h at w i l l  
contr ibute to making it  work. 

Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve that i s  a l l  that I have t o  say 
at the moment.  I look forward to the rest of the 
session.  I a m ,  of course, always sorry t o  hear  t h at 
the Member for St. Johns wi l l  not be around for 
another Legislature, and undoubtedly there are many 
that wi l l  be jo in ing him from both sides of the H ouse, 
by their  own vol it ion o r  otherwise, but i n  any case, 
Mr. S peaker, I would l i ke to d o  the same as one of 
our other m e m bers d i d  t h i s  afternoon , wish o u r  
h o n o u rable fr iends across t h e  way a H appy a n d  
Healthy Chr istmas Season. Thank you. 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
l nkster. 

MR. SIDNEY G R E E N  (inkster): M r .  S p e a k e r ,  I 
would l ike to m ove, seconded by the Honourable 
M e m ber for Fort  Rouge . . .  
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MR. SPEAKER: Order.  There is another m e m ber 
wishi n g  to speak M r. . . .  

MR. GREEN: Well ,  M r .  S peaker, i t 's  9 :55,  can I cal l  
i t  1 0 : 0 0  o ' cl o c k  o r  do y o u  want m e  t o  tel l  an 
anecdote as I . . 

MR. SPEAKER: If there's another member wishing 
to speak, i s  the member p repared to yield the floor? 

MR. GREEN: No, Mr. Speaker. 
I m ove, Mr. S peaker, seconded by the Honou rable 

M e m ber for Fort Rouge t h at debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government H ouse 
Leader. 

H O N .  G ERALD W. J .  M E R C I E R  (Osbo rn e): M r. 
S p e a k e r ,  I m ov e ,  seco n d e d  by t h e  M i n is t e r  o f  
G over n m e n t  S e rv i c e s  t h at t h i s  H ou s e  d o  n o w  
adjour n .  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The House is accordi n g ly adjourned 
and stand s  adjourned u n t i l  2 :00 o ' clock tomorrow. 




