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PREMIER’S ENTERPRISE TEAM
MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES
Mr. Hartley T. Richardson, O.C., O.M., LL.D., is the seventh family president of James Richardson & Sons, Limited, a private, family-owned corporation, founded in 1857 and headquartered in Winnipeg.  The company has interests in agriculture and food processing, energy, real estate and financial services.  Richardson serves as a director of KingSett Canadian Real Estate Income Fund Advisory Board.  He is past-chairman of the Canadian Council of Chief Executives and past-chairman of the Business Council of Manitoba.  In addition, Richardson is chairman of Assiniboine Park Conservancy, co-chairman of TransCanada Trail Foundation, chairman of the board of governors for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Charter for Business, and global chair of Free The Children’s 20th Anniversary Challenge.  Richardson received an honorary degree of doctor of laws from each of the University of Manitoba in 2004 and the University of Winnipeg in 2012.  He was also appointed a member of the Order of Canada in 2007, promoted to an officer within the Order of Canada in 2013, and was appointed to the Order of Manitoba in 2008.

 
Barb Gamey co-founded Payworks, Inc. and serves as its chief executive officer.  She has been honoured with awards for her entrepreneurial work, most recently named by Women of Influence Inc. as the winner in the Momentum Award at the 2012 RBC Canadian Women Entrepreneur Awards.  Gamey sits on the board of the Prairie Theatre Exchange Foundation, supports Special Olympics Manitoba and the United Way of Winnipeg, and is the former chair of the Women’s Enterprise Centre.

Paul Anthony Mahon has been the chief executive officer and president of Canada Life Financial Corporation, Great-West Lifeco Inc. and Canada Life Limited since May 3, 2013.  He serves as the president of Canada operations and chief operating officer of Canada operations at Great-West Life Capital Trust.  He has been associated with Great-West Life for 27 years in increasingly senior roles. 

Maureen Prendiville is the owner, president and CEO of Prendiville Industries Ltd., a
resource-based company that manufactures a wide range of wood products for the building, mining and construction industries.  Well versed in rural economic development, Prendiville Industries Ltd. operates facilities in Neepawa, Thompson and Kenora. 

N. Ashleigh Everett serves as the president and corporate secretary of Royal Canadian Securities Ltd. and is the chairman of the board of Royal Canadian Properties Ltd.  She has been a director of Scotiabank Tier 1 Trust since 1997 and serves as a director of L’Eau-1 Inc., which operates as Corpell’s Water.  Everett serves on the boards at Canwest Western Independent Producers Fund and Winnipeg Harvest Inc., and is a member of the Young President Organization and the World Presidents’ Organization. 
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Gerry Price serves as the chairman of the board, chief executive officer and president of Price Industries, Inc. and was instrumental in its expansion to the U.S. market.  During his tenure, he has launched many new product lines, factory expansions and new business units in both Canada and the U.S.  Price is a member of many community and professional associations including the Association of Professional Engineers for the province of Manitoba; the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers; Manitoba Patient Access Network Committee; Business Council of Manitoba and is a founding member of the Friends of Engineering at the University of Manitoba.

Wadood Ibrahim is the chief executive officer of Protegra Inc., which provides 
software-as-a-service based payroll, scheduling, human resources, people tracking and case management solutions.  He serves on the board of the Manitoba Chambers of Commerce, the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, Travel Manitoba and Third Quarter.

Edward Kennedy is the chairman and chief executive officer of the North West Company (International) Inc.  Born and raised in The Pas, Kennedy holds an honours degree in business from the Ivey School at Western University and a bachelor of laws from Osgoode Hall Law School.  He is a board member of the North West Company, United Grocers Inc., Canada West Foundation and Canada’s History Society, and is a member of the World Presidents’ Organization, the Associates of the Asper School of Business as well as a member and past officer of the Business Council of Manitoba. 

Sean McCormick is the founder of Blue Moose Clothing Company Ltd., a footwear manufacturing company that produces authentic Aboriginal footwear and leather goods under the trademark Manitobah Mukluks, one of the fastest-growing companies in Canada on the Profit 500 list with online sales in nearly 50 countries.

Fiona Webster Mourant is the owner and president of Manrex Ltd., a Canadian company specializing in medication error prevention.  Mourant serves as president of the Children’s Hospital Foundation and has served as chair of the Small Business Task Force of the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, director of Intelligent Hospital Systems Inc. and a board member of the Manitoba Research Institute.  She has served as a board member of the Women’s Enterprise Centre and is a mentor with the Women’s Business Owners of Manitoba, as well as a recipient of numerous business awards including Manitoba Woman Entrepreneur of the Year, finalist in the Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award and regional finalist in the Canadian Women Entrepreneur of the Year Awards.
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R. John Heimbecker is a vice-president at Parrish and Heimbecker, a company providing grain procurement and merchandising, milling, animal nutrition programs, poultry farming and food-processing services.  Heimbecker’s other professional activities include past president of the Canada Ports Clearance Association; past president of Winnipeg Commodity Clearing Ltd.; director, Martin Mills Ltd.; chairman of the Winnipeg Commodity Exchange Feed Grains Committee and director, Smith Brokerage Ltd.  He is also active on the Rural Renaissance Project Advisory Committee.

Barbara Bowes is the president of the Legacy Bowes Group, a Winnipeg human resources solutions provider.  An accomplished speaker, trainer, coach, writer and professional strategist/consultant, Bowes is a certified management consultant, a certified human resource management professional and holds a master of administration in education. She is also certified in a number of human resource and proprietary operational tools and strategies.  In addition to her experience as a business owner, Bowes has led the human resources management practice at an international accounting and consulting firm and was the director of the Western Canada human resources consulting practice for a regional accounting firm. 

Rene Pereux is president and founder of Pereux Financial Services Inc. and was previously general manager for a major Canadian life insurance company, as well as founder and CEO of Daystar Financial Group, a leading insurance managing general agent.  A member of the Certified Financial Planners, Advocis – The Financial Advisors Association of Canada, as well as a life member of the Million Dollar Round Table, a premier association of financial professionals, Pereux earned his chartered life underwriter designation in 1985 and also has designations as a chartered financial consultant and certified financial planner.  He is also active with the Rehabilitation Centre for Children Foundation and has chaired its ‘Starkids’ charity event for the past 19 years.
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