
MANITOBA NETWORK INITIATIVE 

What is the Manitoba Network Initiative?

The Manitoba Network Initiative is a secure, high-speed, high-capacity network linking provincial government offices, schools, health-care facilities and other public-sector organizations in 154 communities across Manitoba.  It will let government, educators and health-care givers share and deliver information and services provincewide.

The Manitoba network will upgrade the government’s seven-year-old provincial data network and serve as a catalyst for the future expansion of broadband and high-speed Internet access services to rural and northern Manitoba communities. 
With the network, high-speed broadband infrastructure will be available in many Manitoba communities that otherwise would never have it.  The high-speed bandwidth of the network will also be available in rural and northern communities to Internet service providers, that in turn may offer high-speed services to business and residential users.


Who will benefit from the Manitoba Network Initiative?
The Manitoba network supports the provincial government’s goal of connecting all Manitoba communities with affordably priced high-speed or broadband Internet access. Manitoba has made significant progress toward this goal over the past six years with broadband Internet access services available in over 357 communities today compared to 104 communities in 2004. 
As a result of the new network, orders are already being placed to connect additional schools in rural and urban areas of the province. 

Governments, businesses and citizens are relying increasingly on information networks for selling goods and services, exchanging ideas, learning and career planning, and communicating with friends and colleagues.

Manitoba believes that providing provincial communities with access to high-speed connectivity will encourage economic growth and will lead to a better quality of life.

The Manitoba Network Initiative will help ensure that Manitobans, regardless of which community they live in, will have better access to improved services in e-learning, e-health, 
e-government and e-commerce; services vital to success in the knowledge economy.




••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••








Back grounder











